RELIGIQOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held in
the Taberoncle, Balt Lake City, Bun-
day, August 31, 1880, commencing
at 2 p. m., Counseler Charles W,
Penrose prosiding.

The c¢hoir sang:

Glorwous things of these are spoken,
Zion, city of our God.

Prayer was offered by Elder
J. M. Sjodahl.
The chioir sang;

*Twas on that dark, that solemn nigit,
When powers of earth nnd hell argse.

The Priesthood of the Fltecnth
Ward officiated in the admlnistration
of tiie Bacrameut,

ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE
addressed the congregation. He
was thankful to meetwith the Saints
to uuite with them in wourship and
to partake of the sSacrament, [t is
& great privilege to be permitied to
o 80 in peace and to receive the
teachings that God will impart to us
through His servants.

We must remember that only by
the Bpirit of Truth are we able fo
comprehend the truth.  This Bpirit
is the Holy Ghost,which enlightens
the miod of mao on heaveniy
things. Every person receives at
birth a portion of the Spirit of light,
and by that men understand natural
things. When a man is boro again,
he recelves a higher degree of that
Spirit, by which he cau compre-
hend spiritual things, wherefore [
desire this Spirit may brood over
this congregation, while we are list-
ening to things pertainiug to life and
salvatiou.

The speaker read Eph. 1, 9, 10:

$sllaving made kuown unie us the mys-
tery of his will, acsording to his good
pleasure whicli ho haih purposed 1n him-
sell: That in the dispeunsation of the ful-
ness of times he might gather togather in
one all Lhings in Christ, boih which are 1
heaven, aod which are on earih, even in
i’

The Apostle announces that God
had mande kpown to him and his
Lrethren a mystery before not
known: that God would gather to-
gether, in the fulness of times, all
things which are in him, both 1in
heaven ani't upon earth., This makes
it clear that there was a new iis-
pensation to come after the apostolic
age. The- dispensation of Christ
was oot to be the last, for God had
made known that there would be
auother, in which all things should
be gathered together in one, even in
Him,

There have been suveral dispen-
sations. That of Adam,or of the cre-
atl n, was the first. Noah’s dispen-
sation was another. Afte: that
there was one iu the days of Abra-
ham, who was called out from his
kinsmen and received a dispeusa-
tion of the Jospel. The Jdispensa-
tion of Moses was apother, in which
the children of Israel were deliv-
ered from the slavery of Egypt.
They hal ‘““the law? giveu to them
because they were not able to re-
celve the fulness of the gospel, betng
A degraded race, brought up in
bondage. They could not, or they
woull not, recelve the Gospel, which
was first revenled to them, There-

| to bring them to Christ.
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fore the law of carpal command-
meunls was ndded, as a schoolmaster
This dis-
pensation continued untilthe days of
Jesus, the Bavior,

When he ushered in n new dis-
pensation the principles which he
presented were not actually new.

hey had been preached, to some ex-
tent at least, in former dispeusations,
and some of them,as infidels urge by
way of objection, were knowu to the
beathen sages and philosophers
of antiquity. But this is Do
argument against their diviniby
or of the divine authority
of those who brought them
forth to the world, hecause
truth Is eterpal. It has oo begin-
ning and no end, [t is not in¥entt d
or origipated, although it may be
discovered. BSolomon rays:

"Ia there anything whereof itmay bo said.
feq, thls i new? It hath been alyeady of
o1d time which was hefore us. The thin
that hath heen it 1s that which siall be, ung
that which is done is that which shall be
done, nnd Lberc is no new thiag undor the
sun.t

Before the sup, the moon or the
stars  were swung into their
orbits, truth, wisdom, knowledge
existed, for thay are beginningless
‘and endless. God has told us in
His revelations to this Church that
“tall truth is indegeudent in the
sphere in whieh He has plaead it, as
all intelligence also.”> And that
“intelligence or the light of truth
was not created or made, neither
can be.” Becanse the truth abides,
it i sure to prevail over error, which
is trausitory, although it nay take
some time to galn the victory. Itis
the truth that sanctifies and saves.
Learning truth and living by it is
the process of natural exaltaticn.
All the prophets of God of all the
ages came Lo present the truth that
men might live by it and be saved.

Wiien Christ came tointroduce the
Gospel, which had already hefore to
some extent been preached, He
sent out apostles to proclaim the
truth. They were moat of them put
to death. The Church which Christ
established with its authorities, or-
dinanees and gifts of varipus kinds,
only remained in its purity fora brief
perlod. The lights which Chnrist
piaced in it were put out by the
hands of wickedness, and soon dark-
ness game again and prevailed gpon
the fuce of the earth. This was but

a repetition of history, for through |

departnre from the truth darkness
came [n again like a flood after each
Buccessive dispensation. Bince the
days of the Apostles mauy churches
have been established by men,
nntil, in this age, we find the world
divided and suldivided, without
unity of faith or unity of worship, or
unity of practice. When we ex-
amine the claims of the ehurches
we flnd among them scarcely any
actual knowledge of spiritua] things.
The people believe or pretend to be-
lleve, but there is wbo positive
knowledge, though they may be-
lieve much apd hope much. The
fact that there i so much division
and strife proves that there must be
a vagt amount of error in so-called
Christendon.

Now Paul speaks of a dis-
pensation in  whieh all  thiogs
in the Lord, on the earth

401

and in the heavens shall be gather-
ed iuto one. Union Is Lo be the great
characteristic. This is a marvelous
dispensation and a 1nighty one.
This must be the dispensation
apoken of by the anclent Frophets,
in which ¢fall shall know the Lord
from the least nnto the greatest,””
when thiere ah«ll be ““nothing to hurt -
or destroy?’ and His name will be
honored in all the earth, These areto
be some of the effects of the dispensa-
tion of the fulpess of times.

This dispeusation cannot yet be
fully established upon the earth, for
the children of God are not yet made
one. Nor has God as yet gathered
all things on earth aond in heaven
together. The  dispensation of
Christ’s persofal ministry could
not have been the dispensation of
the fulness of times, for it has not
brought about the effects of that
dispensation. [t wasevidently toben
future manifestation of God’s power
and authority and mercy to man.

The scriptures declare that God
is uughaogeable. 1f we can find
out in what maoner He opened up
former dispensations we shall be
able to understand how He will
usher in the Iast nnd erow ning dis-

ensation. [o every such insfance

e raised up & Prophet to do this
work,and we must conclude that He
will open the dispensation of the
fulpess of times in the same way.

But how many people are there in
the present nge who are willing to
aceept a Prophet? The world sneers
at the jdea. People think they
kuow too much to need a Prophet in
this ‘“‘age of Gospel blaze,”” and the
popular idea is that Jesus was the
last of the Prophets and there were
to be none tosucceed Him. Yet He
promised to send Prophets and wise
men apd scrilws, apnd said they
would be persecuted and killed, All
the A postles were Prophets, and the
early Christians were exhorted to
“‘covet earnestly the best gifts but
rather that they shouid prophesy.*’
John the Revelator was a Prophet,
and was to prophesy before many
pations and kings and tongues, ac-
cording to the testimony of his own
book. Rev. x, ii. If God is con-
sistent with His own character and
methods He will usher in the last
dispeusation by ralsing up a
Prophet.

The Latter-dny Bnints now an-
nounce to the world that God hag
in this generation raised upa man
who was ordained to usher in the
last dispedeation. And this is my
testimony today. No malter what
may be the opinion of the world, I
know that God A lmighty hasopened
the dlspeusation of the fulpess of
times. It is here and will remain.
God has restored the ancient Gospel
in its fulness and is gathering His
people in one on theearth, And I
testify that He is gathering
them also in the heavens throtigh
the Instrumentality of his ancient
and modern Prophets and A postles.
The day is drawing near when all
the Saintsof God in the heavens
will come down and those who are
alive and remuin on earth will Le
caught up to meet them.

The speaker here guoted several
Secripture passages to prove that
these eyeuls would take place.




