RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Rellgious services were held in
the Taberpacle Bunday, February-
16, 1890, commencing at 2 p. m.,
President Angis M. Canuon presid-
ing.

The choir and cungregation sany:
The time is far ppent—there is little re-

mainin;

g,
To publish giad tidings by sen and by
land

Prayer by Elder Henry P. Rich-
ards.

The choir sang:

O God, th’ Eternat Father,
Who dwells amid the sky.

The Priesthood of the Eighth
ward officiated in the administra-
tion of the Bacrament.

ELDER JOSEPH E. TAYLOR

was called to address the congrega-
tion. He said it was more than five
years since he had had the privilege
of meeting withh the Saipts in thia
Tabernuacle, to partake of the Baora-
ment. On some the requeat of the
Elders for the prayers of the Baints
would seem to fall with but little
weight. But the request is an earn-
est one from the wlders who are
called upon to speak. 1 feel ihis
afternoon that 1 need the Spirit of
God to direct my utterances. Not
that the Gospel 15 strange to me;
not that I have failed to try and
understsnd 1t, not that I am =&
stranger to its true genius; bul that
I might select those ideas and pro-
claim those principles that will be
in harmony with the will of God,
and be accompanied by His power.

We claim to have the principles

of life, and to have authority to call
upon men everywhere to repent.
Qur religion is unpopular, apd in
some respects cooflicts with the
vlews that huve been held by men
for ages past, and that are claimed
to have become sicred by time. [t
has been difficult, even for the
Elders. to rid themselves of the tra-
ditions of their fathers; and it is a
question whether there are not
many who are still to some extent
under the influence of those tradi-
tions.
" 1t is not our missiou to tear down
any creed; but it 1s our calling to
proclaim the truths which God has
revealed, wherever and whenever
we have opportunity. What feature
of the Gospel is objectionable to good
Christiuns? When they are under-
stood, 1ot one. Faith, repentance,
baptism for the remlssion of sina are
pnot objectionable principles. These
have the sustaining influence of
time, aud that esseutial for their
divinity, the approval of God. By
Him they wererevealea and taught.
8o also was the principle of the lay-
ing on of handsfor the gift of the
Holy Ghost, as  well as all the prin-
ciples that bring salvation.

Jogeph Bmith never taught a
doctrine which God did not reveal.
Joseph pever originated a prineiple;
God 1a the Author of alﬁund has
maintained them, though the Pro-
phet through whom they were re-
vealed died many years age. Brig-
ham Young, who succeeded Joseph
in the presidency of the Church,
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i‘mried not an iota from the princi-
ples taught by Juseph. Lo all his
ministrations he maintained the
laws of God. He passed away,
leaving the Gospel ap it came from
the Almighty. Another true and
tried man succecded him, and there
was Do varinnee in him. The Gos-
pel was the same as in the days ot

oseph-—in the same purity in which
it was revealed. A fourth President
has been elected, and our religion is
still the same. It has been
assailed by the powers of dark-
ness, but remaims intact. There
has been 1o .innovation, no
chauge. Men have expressed their
Individual views and feelings, but
these have pot changed Lhedoc-
trines. There is no influence exist-
ing that can change in any degree
the fundamental principles of the
Gospel.

If, in promulgating those prinei-

les, we come in contact with the

1deas of men, we have not placed
ourselves in antagonism to them.
Wae are only proclaming that which
God bas revealed. No one, no mat-
ter how great his position in the
Church, has the right to vary in
the least degree from true principle.
He cannot do so under the influence
of the Holy Ghost. The BSaints
have been taught by the Lord; His
Spirit rests upon them, and they
cannoot be deceived by man. There
is not a more independent ple,
or a people with better judgment
pertaining to these things than are
the Latter-day Saints.

If we permit the principles of the
Gospel we have received to control
our lives, it will bring us back inte
the celeatial kingdom of our God. If
any man uses these principles for
mercenary or selfish motives, ex-
cgpt he repents he will be condemn-
ed. The man who wiclds
the Priesthocod must do it as God
has revealed, or his condemnation is
certain. Man may debase him-
self, but unless he repents there
will be a waning of his influence
among the people; and when he
atands before the Baints to proclaim
the Gospel, they discover that there
is a lnck of influence and of power.
His wrong doing may beunknown
to man, but the Holy Spirit will not
abide with him, and hls wickedpess
will be made known.

Today is a day of repentance,
mercy, forgiveness and long-suffer-
ing. We bave nrt passed from the
time of ntonement, unless the sin
unto death has been committed.
The man who commits adultery
will be followed into the future by
the consequence of his crime. He
must meet the results of his wrong.
There is a measure of forgiveness
here for many wropgs. But for
some there is pone. The murderer
cannet restore the life he took; he
may offer his own, but he cannot
restore the other, and is without
forgiveness in ti]is world or the
world to conmie. But for leaser of-
| fenses the pecple are not cut, off from

repentance and atonemeunt. We
havt weaknesses, and the adversary
attacks the wenkness of our bodies.
| God apeaks to the aspirit, to the in-
tellect, and leaves that spirit to
Icontrol and sanctify the body, its
it

tabernacle, apd prepare for
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its abode. The adversary endeavors
to make the spirit a bondsman to the
tabernacle, and cause the spirit to
be subject to that which is inferior.
The world need npot fear the prin-
ciples of “Mormonism,’’ for they
cause an increase of love, merey,
virtue, honor, justice, and truth
among men. They tolerate no
wrong. They provide mercy for
the repentant one, but recognize no
wrong whatever.

With all the influence brought to
hear against our religion, we expect
to stand by its principles, by God’s
help, even to the death. More Iy
expected of us than of any other
people. In our religion there ia no
license for evil; there is no right
given for anything but virtue and
truth. This is my testimmony to you.
[ am proud of our religion, its prin-
ciples and ordinances;and I hope to
be able to maintain my integrity,
and transmit to my posterity an ex-
ample of honor that they will emu-
late. May this be the privilege of
each one of us.

PRESIDENT ANGUS M. CANNON

said he was gratified at again listen-
ing to the testimony of Brother
Taylor. The Lord has restored the
Gospel to the earth. Through Joseph
Smith, His Prophet, He calls the
world to repentance to make restitu.
tion for wrong. The repentance
taught by Jesus Christ is the re.
pentance proclaimed by Hia Prophet
Joseph Bmith. The baptism that
John the Baptist preached when he
came in the wilderness is the eame
baptism as taught by the Lat.
tor-day Saints. Abraham sacrificed
all for the truth’s sake. He wasg
tested by the Lord, even to the core,
ami was found faithful. For this he
was honored and blessed by the Al-
mighty for all that he had done.
John the Baptist eailed the atten-
tion of the Jews to the fact that while
they claimed to be the children
of Abraham, they did pot do the
works of Abraham. John preached
the coming of Christ, and when the
Lord came he wasbaptized of John.
Batan tempted Him, but he with-
stood, and overcame the evil. Joseph
Smith taught tbe truths which
were revealed to him by the Lord
Jesus. He received the Priestheod
by ordination, and the Gospel begap
to spread in the land.

To Joseph the Lord proclaimed a
guthiering dispensation, and the
Saiuts have been gathered. The
Lord has blessed us in this regard,
and let us not forget Him. Joseph
told us we would be more tried with
riches than with poverty. Hae told
us we would increase in power jp
the mountains, and we have dope
8o till there seems to be a great
alarm aboutit. The blessing of ip-
crease has come, and the temptation
of Triches is before us. We have
opportuanities to dispose of our inher-
itance for money. We are to be
tried as to whether we wil] forsake
our relligion and our God. What
will be our course? The Egyptians
dreaded the increase of Lsrael, and
were trained to put the children
to death. With us thers are [ufu-
ences more dangerous than disfran-
chigement, or than any public meas-
ure that has been adopted against



