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cles 111 1 A miracle then according
to the new testament is dynamia
a power or the effect of a power

Z force or energy which is mysterious
or unknown to us and is therefore
feras a marvel or wonder

and also wmsemeioneion a sign or
token that the worker of the

miracle possessespos esses a power beyond
our ken and so the miracle inspiresins ires
us with a reverence and awe odtheof the
worker thereof in that case it
may be replied any one who
astonishes another with some trick
of jugglery or legerdemain per-
forms a miracle well so hee
does it Is a miracle to the be-
holder so long as he can not
uunderstand the modus operandsoperandi for
a miracle i ea marvel is such only
relatively andana subjectively it is no

marvel to the performer Vtc him
it is only a matter of course the
sudden eclipse of the moon wrought
by the magazine in my hand was a
miracle to the mosquito the white
man in the heart of africa performs
miramiraclescleo in the eyes of the blacks
the english heroes of king solo-
mons mines did perform veritable
miracles so far as the beholdersbeholden were
concerned they really and truly
prophesied an eclipse which actually
came to pass bee luse chev were pos-
sessed of information if it was

a penny almanac which
transcended the comprehension of
the blacks again let an untutored
savage bo taken into new york or
some seaport town let some one
say to him you see that hhugeuge
rock some three or four miles
off in the midst of the bay inas-
much as that rock is in the way of
the ships I1 have decreed its de-
structionst this little child here
shall at my bidding touch this lit-
tle button the moment she does
so you will see that huge rock shat-
tered into a thousand esl I or
again the untutored savage in the
company of a similar guide is iu
the midst of a large town at mid-
night all is in total darkness
his guide says stand still and I1
will show you a great wonder I1
will give the word and inain a moment
the whole city will be ablaze with
light can fancy

with which the noble red man
would receive such assertions but
when those assertions were verified
he would be convinced of the truth
of the miracles for miracles in
every sense of the word powers
wonders signs they would be to
him now let him go home to his
wigwamwig warn in the west and re-
count the mighty works that
he has seen and we may
picture to ourselves the shrug
of incredulity with which his testi-
mony would be recreceivedelved we imag-
ine that the braves woulawould think their
traveled brother was drawing the
longbowlong bow and we can make allow-
ances

AX
tor them if they should con-

clude that no amount of testimony
could establish the truth of such
miracles but they would be wrong
all the same now if god reigns
over all this vast universe if he
should choose to commacommunicatelicate with

pie his creatures on this insignificant
little planet he would surely do so
in a way miraculous to us and in
no other

the latter day saints believe luin
miracles but view them as opera-

tions of natural laws and produced
by a force or forces which are some-
times called supernatural because
they are above the comprehension
of the natural mind and they are
not dependent upon the testimony
handed down concerning them from
bygone ages they have witnessed
and them for them
selves

what are recognized as natural
forces are not fully comprehended
even by the most learned and scien-
tific of our times therefore it is
unreasonable to reject testimony as to
the supernatural because it is not
understood gravitation is spoken
of familiarly to account for phe-
nomena which cannot other-
wise be explained but what
is the force that goes by
that name and is it not possible that
there are forces which when set in
motion naturally counteract the
effects of gravitation also is it
not probable that the same force
may be reverse dand that the power
by which the axe floated in the
days of elisha was simply the re-
verse action of the identical force by
which that implement went to the
bottom of the brook it is easy to
talk about weight but what is
weight other than gravitation and
what isa the force that is called by
that name and ordinarily acts on
fixed principles

gravitation is temporarily over-
come by a temporary exercise of
some other force every day of our
lives A boy can throw a ball up in
air a balloon can be inflated and
made to resist gravitation and con-
quer it the magnet exercises a mys-
terious power in opposition to iland
none of these displays of power is
called a miracle there is a force

in faith which has been demon-
strated thousands or times and has
shown itself superior to what are
called natural forces of natural laws
and yet no doubt its operations are
just as natural as those physical
forces that commonly overcome
gravitation

who comprehends the unseen es-
sence known as the vital force it
is a reality yet it is beyond human
control as it is beyond human per-
ceptionception when it ceases to act all
living things perish and decay the
senses reveal nothing concerning its
source the laws that govern it or

the key to its operations how far

it may be regulated by higher or
spiritual influences no mortal can de-

termine yet it has been stimulated
and moved upon by faith in former
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and in latter days and the evide ofil
of this fact are multitudinous

it is the nighthight of presumption
the boasting scientist or tl
speculative philosopher to guage
powers and forces of the univeuni
by his narrow experienceexperiencexper iene cua

limited information and he Wwl
pronounces as the unknowableaa 1 t
which is to him the uni
simply displays a dogmatism idl
arrogance that are contemptible

the power of the human winwill i

mysterious force in the pprea
times of spiritual ignorance yetye
is being studied and its potpotencyenci I1

effects are being recognized
mind acts upon mind and also
matter is conceded what
force is and how it operates la18

V

comprehended yet it is a fact
must not be ignored and it
human mind can act uuponn 0
minds and upon matter by pi

ly natural but not underunde
laws and principles who vanuan
that beings who have adva
beyond this mortal sphere can i

else a force just as natural and
almighty god by the
his will power aniand of perfect fai

may operate on all his creatures f
creations and that also in a cafa

way through means and
that may be to us mortals 1

cerious and supernatural and OS t

nature offers to the mind ailt
regions yet unexplored Tthe wise Bf V

and most learned man that lives baskh
but touched the outer rim orof Maw
sphere of immensity
should check his dogmatism sea r

humilityhamili ty restrain his dicta arf ac ia
realms of the spiritual if f

to him because he seeks to explore
them if at all by means only ofawahal
senses are yet as real as this poor
crude world of ours and to otaw
if not to him offer problemsproblesUS to boh

1

and hights of knowledge to rebareach
which are worthy of the g
energies of the soul tindand the
esteat efforts of both spiritual and fi

t
tel humanity
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