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mormonism 11 so called is a strange
thing I1in the century it has caused
among the inhinhabitantsabitanto odtheor the earth a
great deal of reflection and conversation
for the last forty years it is a very
marvellousmarcellousmarvellous and wondrous thing to see a
numernumerousouiouk people assembled together in
these interior wilds which but a few
years ago were a solitary waste where
the face of a white man had been seldom
seen the abode of savages only who
wanvanwanderedered about nearly naked living
upon crickets rattlesnakes aadand lizards
sunk into the lowest depths of degrada-
tion to see BOso large a people all of one
faith united together in their energies
occupyoccupyingin 0 a territory which from north
to south is several hundred miles in ex-
tent building up towns cities and vil-
lages establishing common schools
sending forth their missionaries to the
nations of the earth bringing in their
thousands every season by emigration
render mormonism as Itisit is generally
called by the woolda wonder in our age

wevve heard this morning ait discourse
delivered by elder cannon upon the
subject of the gospel and the principles
of our faith we were told some of the
principleprinciples3 that have been received by
this peopleI1 not only in these moun-
tains but wherever the latter day
saints as a people exist ouroar people are
taught to believe in the lord jesus
christ as one of the principles of our
faith we are taught to repent of all our
sins and to refrain from everythingeverything that
iais forbidden by the law of god this is
included in the doctrine of tence as
taught by this people among the nations
which we have visited having taught
faith in christ and repentance of all
sinsains we nextneit require penitent believers
to be baptized in water for the remission
of their sins thus they become sub-
jects of the kingdom of god by being
born of water another principle taught
byy this people is the doctrine of the lay-
ing on of hands for the baptism of fire
and the holy ghost as was taught audand
practiced in ancient times

we heard this forenoon concerning
the effects of the holy ghost when be-
stowed upon individuals and its diver-
sified gifts throughout the whole church
according to the righteousness of the in-
dividualsdivi duals who receive these principles
we also heard it testified that god had
sent down from heaven authority to ad-
minister in these ordinances that he
had sent his angel for this express pur-
pose

it is my intention this afternoon if
the lord will lead me by his spirit to
dwell upon some subjects connected
with the organization of this church
which has received the principles I1 havahave
named strangers who may bebe present
have dardheard for many years past of a man
called joseph smith perhaps they have
never heard much good respecting him
but this people called latter day
saints believe thatthat man was a holy
prophet of god the world consider that
he was an imposter we consider that
we have a sufficient amount of evidence
to warrant us in believing that he was a
prophet it was he who and
established this church under the di-
rection of almighty god according to
our faith had it not been for that man
or some other raisedraided up in the same
manner this peopleeople called mormonscormonsMormons
or latter day lintKintSaintsnow occupying this
mountain territory would have been
dwelling among the various nations of
the earth and this territory at this pe-
riod of time would probably have been
a bairen waste and such a thing as the

railroad would probably not
have beenwn started or thought about for
at a century to come that
man calledcaled joseph smith in our esti-
mation waa a very good man and the
lord him as his servant and
called him a centcertcertainainaln worwork
here on the earnearttx

when did thefordtheLordeuord first manifest
himself to this manatmault readbead our history
if you wish to all the bartic
ulars on this occasion shall barely re-
fer you to the early hattory of this
thurcy in print the llordhord revealed
himself to that person novinnotnol la his man-
hood but IUin hishia youth Weave heard
much said by those who kno nothing
of the matter about old joe smithsaith
how old was joseph smith when the
lord first manifested himself tomm
he was about fourteen years and tourlour
months old was that a very agedaeda ed mmman
look around here in this assembly and
hunbunttupup children fourteen years of age
and you will immediately admit that

A
do not look

I1
veryveny agedfed

what were the circumstances that
enabled him to have manifestations
from heaven at that early period of his
life he was very anxious as most of
mankind are to be saved and he was
also very anxious to understand how to
be saved but on this point he was at
slossa lossI1 he did not understand the way
to bebei saved he was a farmers boy he
was not broubroughtht up and educated in high
schools academies or colleges he was
merely a poor farmers boy he was not
acquainted with those bad habits that
are usually practiced by the youth iniri
the great and populous cities of the
united states you know boys alat the
age of fourteen in those cities are apt
to become contaminated with the evils
with which they are surrounded but
osephjoseph smith having been reared in a
secluded part of the country and labor-
ing hardard on the farm with his father
had not fallen into the pernicious hab-
its practiced by many boys when hebe
was about fourteen years old there was
what is called a religious revival or re-
formation in the neighborhood in which
he lived it was not confined to any
one particular sect the methodists
baptists presbyteriansrians and the various
dtnominationsdenominations in that district of coun-
try were allail engageengageddmoremore orlessor less in
this revival several of the relatives
of this youth had taken part in this re
vivalviva and had united themselves with
the presbyterian church this young
man was also requested to unite himself
with this church first one and then
another of the different persuasions
would come and converse with him and
ttryry to influence him to join his lot with
tthemhem and seeing BOso much confusion
each sect claiming that they were the
true people of god he became at a loss
what to do he occasionally devoted
an hour when his labors on the farm
would permit to reading thetha bible and
while doing so his eyes happened to fall
on a certain passage ofscripture record-
ed in the epistle of james which says
that if any man lack wisdom let him
ask of god who liberally to all
men and upbraid eth not now this
youth this old joe smith that we
have beardheard so much about was just
simple enough to believe that that pas-
sage really meant what it said he went
out into a little grove near his fathers
house in the town of manchester on-
tario bountycounty state of new yuryorkk andnd
there he kneltkneit down in all the ssimplic-
ity

p1ac
ofaof a child and prayed to thathe artafatherther

in the name of jesus thatthab he would
show him which among all the church-
es was the true one isaid he show
me father who are in possession of
the truth let me know 0 lord the
right way and I1 will walk thereintherel 21

he had now come to a person who
was able to teach him all his inquir-
ies previouslyslysiy had been futile and vainavain
but he now applied to the right source
did the lord hear him yes but he
had to exercise falthfaithfaithfalth this young man
while thus praying was not discourag-
ed because he was tempted but he con-
tinued praying until he overcame the
powers of darkness which tried to pre-
vent him from calling upon god the
lord hearkened being the same god
who lived in ancient times he was
able to hear and answer prayers that
were offered up in this sincere manner
and he answered the prayers of this
youth the heavens as it were were
0opened to him or in other words aopenedgloriousorious pillar of light like the bright-
ness of the sun appeared in the heavens
above him and approached the spot
wherewhore he was praying his eyes were
fixed upon it and his heart was lifted
up in prayer before the most high he
saw the 11light gradually approaching
him until it rested upon the tops of
the trees he beheld that the leaves of
the trees were not consumed by it al-
though its brightness apparently was
sufficient as he at first thought to conconii
sume everything before it but the
trees were not consumed by it and it
continued to descend until it rested
upon him and enveloped him in its
glorious rays when he was thus eneni 1

circled about with this pillar ofbf fire hishid
mind was caught away from every ob
jeet that hurkursurroundedrounded him and he wawas
filled with the visionsdislong of theltha almighty
and hehie saw in the midst of this glori-
ous pillar of nirefire two glorious persona-
ges whose countenances shone with
an exceeding great lustre one of them
spokeae tto0 him sayingbaying while popointinginting to
the 0otherther this is my beloved son in
whom I1 am well pleased hear ye
himhini 31

now here was a certainty here was
something that he saw and heard here
were personages capable of instructing
him and of telling him which was the
true religion how difdlfdifferent this from
going to an uninspired man professingessing
to be a miniministersterl one minuteminutesa instruc-
tion

1
from personages clothed with the

41

glory of god coming down from the
eternal worlds is worth more than all
the volumes that ever were written by
uninspired men

mr smith this young man inid the
8simplicityp citelt of hisis hearteart contcontinuedue say-
ingI1 to tthesees ppersonagesesona es 11 whichle cchurch
sshallallail I1 joijotjoin wwhichlc isI1 the truee church
heetthenenaand there was commanded in
the most strict manner to go not after
them for they had all gone out of the
way he waswaa told there was no chris-
tian church on the face of the earth
accordingto the ancient pattern as re-
corded the in new testamentment but they
had all strayed from the ancient faith
and had lost the gifts and power of the
holy ghost they had lost the spirit of
revelation and prophecy the power to
heal the sick and every other gift and
blessing possessed and enjoyed by the
ancient church go not after them
was the command given to this young
man andarid he was told that if he would
be faithful in serving the true and liv-
ing godigodlgod it should be made manifest to
him in a time to come the true church
that god intended to establish

now we can see the wisdom of god
in not revealing everything to him on
that occasion hahe revealed as much as
joseph was capacitated to receive the
lord dwelt with this young man as
you parents do when you wish to in-
struct your children on any subject
youou do not pour out volumes of in-
structionst on them all at once but im-
partlart to them according to their capacity
just so the lord acted towards this
youth he imparted enough to let him
know that the whole christian world
was without authority as we heard
this forenoon

about or notnob quite fourfoun years from
that timewhen mr smith was between
17 and 18 years of age and not yet old
enough to be called old joe smith
he retired to his chamber reflecting
uuponpon his former vision and earnestly
dedesiringstring the fulfillmentfulfilment of the promise
made to him that behe should be made
acquainted with the fatness of the
gospelcaspel and have more of the things of
godod revealed to him while reflecting
and praying a light began to burst
into his room which continued to grow
brighter and brighter until the whole
room seemed to be lighted up with a
splendor which far exceeded the bright-
ness of the sun at noondaynoon day in the
midst of this glorious light a personage
appeared he was desaez in a white
robe and his countenance was lighted
up with the glory of god he was not
standing upon the floor of the room
but his feet appeared to beaboabe a distance
fromfroni it while looking at this person-
ageagathe0 the spirit of god restedresteduponupon joseph
to that degree that all fear was removed
from his mind and instead of feeling
alarm and terror as would have been
the case with a wicked person he felt
as though he was in the presence of a
friend this personage I1 on that occa-
sion gave him a great deal of instruc-
tion

I1 shall not pretend to give you the
full detail of the instructions then
given babbut shall merely lay before you
a few of the principal items this per-
sonage announced himself as a holy
angel sent from god to communicate to
him glad tidings of great joy he was
told that the day had arrived in which
the lord god was about to commence a
great and marvellousmarcellousmarvellous work on the face
of our globe to bring about the fulfillfulfil
ment of the ancient prophecies in re-
gard to the restoration to their own
land of the scattered remnants of the
house of israel he was also told that
before this great work ofgathering the
house of israel should take place the
church of god must be built up among
the gentile nations that the gospel
must be preached to the gentiles first
that the sound thereof must go to all
people nations and tongues first to the
gentiles that their times might be ful-
filled andaud then that the gospel should
go to the nations of the house of israel
and they should be gathered in

this was something of course that
a boy at this early aiealeage knew nothing
aboutabou he knew only what god com-
municatedmunica ted to him he was further-
more told that the indians who were
wandering over the face of northborth3 orth and
south america were a branch of the
house of joseph that same jpseph
who wasaskoldoidold into egypt he was in-
formed that their fathers werewore b
from jerusalem some years temorbefore
christ that they lived herehereinin right-
eousness forafor a long period and had
many prophetsts who kept records and
that these records were handed downdown
for the space of a thousand years
amongst them and that finflufinallyallyaily the
nation hayinghaving fallen into wickedness
god commanded his servant who kept
these records to hide them up in the
earth in order to preserve them from

being destroyed by the wicked and
apostate nation who had turned away
from godtgod a certain promise however
waswaa made that in the latter days these
records should be brought forth jo-
seph was told that these records were
hid some threethre milesemiles from his fathers
house at the bamesame time the vision of
his mind was opened so that he saw the
hill in which they were deposited and
he saw the stone box which contained
them he saw the surrounding objectsobjectik
and understood by the vision that was
unfolded to him in the presence of the
angel conconcerningberning the place where theychev
leredewere depositedposited he was told that if he
would tebe faithful he should be the
chosen instrument in the hands of
god in bringing that sacred record of
the ancient prophets to light and that
it should come forth and be united with
the jewish record which we call the
bible that through the united teotimote
ny of these two branches of the house
of israel all nations might have suffi-
cient evidence and testimony to con-
vince them concerning the gospel of
the son of god and the great work that
was to be performed in the latter days

this was the first visit of the angel
and it occurred on the of septem
ber 1823 after the angel withdrew mrmrs
smith continued praying he was nolnot
asleep it was not a dream it was not
in slumber that this remarkable vision
had been rivengivengiven he still continued
praying and marvellingmarvelling and wonder-
ing exceedingly at the things that he
had seen and the great things he had
heard chilewhile praying and beseeching
the lord the vision was renewed to
him and the angel came again and in-
structedted him still further concerning
the greatness of the work that was to
be performed upon the earth in the
latteriatter days again the angel withdrew
and the vision was closed up mr
smith still continued praying and ex-
ercising faith calling upon god fbnorfor
having once tasted the good things of
god and the powers of the world to
come having rested upon him he felt a
keener dedesiresire to know more concerning
god and the things ef the future than
he had before experienced hence he
continued praying with much faithanafaithand
the vision was renewed the third time
on the last occasion the lord unfolded
great and marvellousmarcellousmarvellous things concerning
the work of gathering together his peo-
ple in the latter days concerning the
progress of this church and kingdom in
thetile four quarters of the earth and the
great judgments that were to be poured
out upon the wicked nations of the
earth

soon after the close of the third inter-
view with the angel the light of day
began to break into his room he had
been wrape in vision through lieibethe whole
night without closing his eyes in sleep
he rose early in the morning to go to
work I1 as usual in the field with his
father but his father perceiving that
he looked pale and fatigued inquired of
him concerning his health and advised
him to go to the house if he did not feel
well joseph felt no doubt something
like we read of daniel who after being
wrape in the visions of the almighty
was sick for three days it did not eref-
fect mr smith however to the same
extent he started to go to the house
in compliancec aliance with the advice of his
father I1 but had only got part of the way
there when the angel again appeared to
him in the air and commanded him
to return and reveal his vision to his
father he did so and the old manmartI1burst into tears saying it was of god
the angel further conmancommandedded him in-
stead of going to work to go to the hill
that waswaa shown him in vision and
see the plates his father told him to
do as the angel had commanded him
he therefore started according to the
instructions of the angel when he
had travelled about three miles in the
direction indicated hehd came to the place
and instantly recognized it by seeing
objects which had been shown him the
night previous in his vision he tinun-
covered thetho spot of ground took ossoff the
crowning stone on tilethe stone box and
there beheld the adredsacred record of the
ancient inhabitants of this continent
by itslis side laylaslayththe eUrim and Thummimmini
an instrument for its10 translation mr
smith notdot knowing but was
his privilegelegalege to take the rerecordcoidcold put
forteforth his handband to do so when thehe angel
who had appeared to him he previous
night stood before him andaud commanded
him not to take it at that time sayingsayin
that he needed mora experience anianaandana
that it was necessary that he should bobe
more faithful and diligent in keeping
the commandments the angelaugel
also said isyouifyou will be faithful before
the lord come to this place one yearyean
from this time and I1 will meet you
aagain 11 jnn 1824 one year from thatzatimee he saw thethel angel awalagalagainnatat the


