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we are sadly endeavoring to undo
the passionate errors of centuries
especially of the last century
or two and if we had no very dis-
tinct faith of our own we decline to
commit ourselves irretrievably to
any exclusive creed or to any mili-
tant school we hold on obstinate
if somewhat hopelesshopeleas to toleration
to a general unwillingness to let go
any substantive element in human
nature we feel that theology has
much that all the evolutionists and
materialistsmaterialists cannot give us and that
they can never in factfack take away
on the other hand we feel that
science has swept round the intel-
lectual bases of theology till they are
crumbling in mere impotence use-
less solitary reliesrelics so80 too we feel
that our modern industrial life has
a great deal that is very cruel and
yet a great deal that is quite indis-
pensablepensable let us face the facts
religion industry morality sci-
ence do net work handhan i laia hand to-
gether indeed they often work at
cross purposes each ignoring the
other and yet this age hasbus not lost
itsite faith in any one of these Is it
not plain that the want of this age
is that which can reconcile them
some common term which can ex-
press them all

mr harrison also says that catho-
lic protestant trinitarian uni-
tarian calvinist jesuit and evan-
gelical are all obsolete and are in
our day absurdities or anachronisms
they and magnify one
epoch of numanboman history they ideal-
ize one personage use one book or
parts of one literature

from all the rest of human
story the rich and glorious roll of
manskaups conquest over nature and his
progress in knowledge in worth
from all this they turn with a frown
or a sigh to all the theological
creeds the earlier systems of life as
well as all later phases of develop-
ment are naught vanity the cor-
ruption of nature if not devilish
and worldly lullfull of self glory ani
indulgenceself at most blind ishuin
bling in the dark wasted life so
that even to dante the sublimest
heroes and geniusesgeni were all lost
souls sadly conscious that the best
was not for them theology is
bound to pawpass by in disdain or
silence all that waswag great and beauti-
ful in the vast ages which believed
in many gods the and
the theocracies the heroic growth
of romeborne the thought and grace of
hellas the complex civilization of
egypt all that the assyrian per-
sian indianindian or chinese teachers
and prophets ever gave to to the
countless who rose into
civilized life beneath their care

ilehe says that this one sidedness is
not confined to the alleged christ-
ian theologian to the narrow

or to the pharaphar eaicasale

all the purely revolutionary
schools whether they issue from a
materialistic or from metaphysical
types of free thought are even
more one sided more blind to all
but the one phase of human na-
ture or of history that they se-
lect progress in their mouths does
not mean the curve which is being
traced in the entire course of mansmana
civilization evolution with them

obliterates the past the dark
ages with their genius of beauty
their passionate self devotion their
strength in obedience fellowship
discipline are to these modern evo-
lutionists a cause of ense a shame-
ful blot in mans history best
quieted with disdain

thus he says this age stands with
its retrograde theology dwarfingdwarfing
mans naturenak ure and confining mans
light to one epoch on the one side
on the other side I1 with a revolution
ary self contained criticism which
is ready to solve every social and
spiritual problem out of its own
head treating the vast series of
phases in civilization as waste pa-
per and between the two the con-
tinuity in human life its onenessness is
lost sight of j- wHF

I1 what this age wants what the
deeper hearts are silently and sadly
yearning for is this a key to mans
whole life complete being its entire
history in these few words mr
harrlsonharrison putsts inin a nutshell ththe
needs of avethe age the relations of
man and the world with religion
and science and it is hhere0re tthehe
student of what is called mormon-
ism 1 must pause and ask himself a
series of questions the theology or
philosophy of this creed is not
touched on by mr harrison
though he speaks of all creeds he
refers to those which centre about
the nazareth epoch it is evident
that he has never investigated

mormonism
but the next question is in how

far does mormonism go to supply
the deficiency of the age as mr
harrison defines this deficiency
does it ignore history does it ig-
nore science does it ignore god-
liness does it ignore progress
does it ignore the intelligence of
the past does it confine itself to
the epoch of moses Is it content
with the epoch of jesus
Is it fenced in with a barbed
wire bastion like calvinism or
lutheranism Is it like material-
ism entirely oblivious of thelastthe past
and indifferentindiTerent to the future to
all of these questions the reply must
come that mormonism P isa what
mr harrison states to be the neces-
sity of theacethe age though the gentle-
man seems to be ignorant of its ex-
istence it is true mormonism has
also a fence but it is one which
takes in the whole human race and
in its orderly way flfindsads a place and
a method for every race and every
matter it does not condemnn dandanteto
to the hell of his own creation or
imagination or religion it does
not hedge all its spirituality with
st paul or st peter it does not
limit its theocracy to moses it
does not sink its philosphilosophyophy in
plato or socrates in sir thomas
more or in frederick harrison and
yet it does not ignore any it holds
that all have performed their work
and that all werevere necessarynecess arv to the
enlightenment and progressprogress of the
present and that it is itself the proud
spire in the worlds temple of spirit-
uality and intellectuality in the
human family

does it ignore history which the
modern critic bases anall progress on
on the contraryto the student his-
tory appears in mormonismsua an

apotheosized materiality genealogy
is one of its pedestals and it is thus
that it provides salvation for dante
and plato alike as well as for its
own president or Key holder

one critic of mormonism whom
I1 have read after indulging in a
severe denunciation of the faith
finally winds up asaa follows they
believe that mind can travel and
exert influence even across the
ocean the locality allotted to the
good and the bad after death or
judgment is undecided one tells
you there is no hell but this earth
we live in another that this earth
will then acomebecome heaven while a
third unconsciously I1 supsuppose fol-
lowing dante assured me we should
be distributed amamong the planets
and thetheirr satellites ollornor are all but
the saints to be excluded from the
heaven everyone will be judged
according to his works and those
who have never heard the gospel
preached or have rejected ttit from
mere dullness will be admitted
though in some inferior or even ser-
vile position into the kingdom of
some of the saints

though this writer or critic dis-
torts in a measure the tenets of the
saints yet he speaks more eloquent-
ly of mormonism than he in-
tended he admits enough to shuw
that this faith in a measure meets
frederick harrisons demands

another critic speaking of morimor
monism and joseph smith rather
inclines to the view that mormon-
ism is a necessity of the times he
says IN ow other and more gener-
ally esteemed men than joseph
smith men whom the world has 1
accepted as philosophers have
yearned in these latter days to susup-
ply the void which they felt to existexist
as a want in modern christendom
luthers reformation in europe was
directly opposed to the mystical
spirit which lies concealed in the
bosom of all religious commu-
nities and which though the
great reformer sought to ex-
tinguish it continues still un-
quenched to the present time and
as his biography proves was not ab-
sent

A

in his deeper moods from his
own mental operations the
ingworth doctrine of the bible
and the bible alone being the re-
ligion of protestants had a ten-
dency to substitute for the idolatry
of the priest the idolatry of the
book and indeed it was a favorite
tenet and strange as itmay apappearear
the boast of the orthodoxI1 that theremere
was no vision in the land the
timeme for miraculous communication
had passed forever emerson said of
modern protestant teaching that it
was an equivalent to the admission M

god is dead 1

against such teaching reason-
able
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men would revolt and above
all self instructed men would per-
ceive
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its fallacy hence the devel-
opment of a joseph smith in some
part of the christian world wouldcrtbe a natural result must
first be destroyed the infidel in-
validated scriptures entirely on
the other hand philosophical relic

classed the whole range of
superior literature as inspired Jjo-
seph
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smith adopted a more compact

method he set up a second bible
IT


