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CLOER JOHN HENRY SMITH

In the Salt Lake Assembly Hall,
Sunday Afternoon, January
16¢h, 1881,

" REPORTED BY JOHN TRVINE.

I HAVE been much pleased in listen-
ing to the remarks of Brother Mor-
an, and as they are of practical use
t will be wise for us to treasure
them up in our minds. I realize
from my own experience the correct-
ness of the remarks of Brother Mor-
En;aud it 12 very patent to us who
ve studied the principles of the

- Gospel, and who have experienced
the vicissitudes through which the
Church has passed, that when you
excité the combativeness of a man,
when you assail his honor, when
you raise the energies of his mind
and body, and he imagines that you
are acting econtrary to his interests,
to his well-being, to his advance-
ment, it is very uphill 'work. I be-
lieve that if the Almighty had in-
fluenced the people of this nation to
have handled the Latter-day Saints
kindly, to have treated them with
love, to have extended to them the
hand of peace, to have treated the
Saints as they have freated other
people; in other words, if they had
never molested or interfered with us
in the exercise of those doectrines
which God has revealed unto us as
our heritage and as our right, we to-
day would have been in a very dif-
ferent condition to what we are at
the present time. For instance, if a
man with whom I associate tries to
aid me, to bless me and do me good,
and to do everything in his power
to assist me in building up a charae-
ter that is noble, I cannot help lov-
ing and respecting that man. Would
I not do anything in the world that

| hunt up somebody else down whose

throat you wish to force your ideas.
Well, now, what plan should we
pursue? It is that we should be
careful and consistent in our ac-
tions. Wae should plead with men.
We should not seek to drag them
into the Kingdom of God by the
hair of the head. We should ra-
ther teach them the principles of
truth,’and after having so taught
them, encourage them, and con-|
tinue to encourage them to walk in
the right path. Ifour fellow man is
in trouble, and feels that he
has no friends u
earth, it is our duty to extend the
hand of love and make such a one
feel that he has friends interested in
his welfare. In this way we have
an opportunity of doing much good,
We can always give good counsel.
Brother Morgan has cited an in-
stance of a young missio who
needed advice of this kind. This
young man desired fo come home,
feeling his lack of ability to gofnr-i
ward and preclaim the principles of
truth; he felt that he was an oute|
cast from home, that he was among
enemies and strangers and lacked
the faith reqiuiﬁite to perform the
labor of a missionary. e needed a
word of counsel. Brother Morgan
reminded him that the eyes of his
Father in heaven were upon him,
that the eyes of his friends were
upon him, that the eyes of the Lat-
ter-day RSaints, who had sustained
him by their vote and by faith and
rayers, were upon him, and that
e must do something to merit the
approbation and confidence of men
who had stood upon the ramparts
of Zion defending her interests un-
der every circumstance, and who
had never flinched in the time of
need, This was the feeling that in-
spired these men. Now supposing
Brother Morgan had written to this
young man saying that he was un-
worthy the confidence that

er from the ditch, from the prison
cells of ignorance, from disobedience
to the laws which God has estab-
lisied and from wandering
from the
not a law of the Gospel, not one law

denc

n the face of the | good

man—the labor of saving his broth-

away
paths of truth; for there is

that has ever been given to the Lat-
ter-day Saints but what has a ten-

to m]l’iato elevate, and to
ennoble. The law of the (ioapel is
honesty, virtue, purity, truth, wis-
dom, justice, in fact it is everything
that can be given to man for his
, and it behooves us who have
received the Priesthood of the Son
of God to be careful, consistent, just
and wise, and to protect the liber-
ties of every man even of our rank-
est enemy. We must return good
for evil all the day long, and those
who do so will receive their reward
as sure as the sun shines; while he
who retaliates and seeks to reven ge,
he who would strike a blow because
he has received a blow, will be con-
demned with those that are wicked.
Weshould cultivate a desire to do
fm —I would not have you to pull
ong faces and moan and mourn—
but cultivate a desire to do good to
every son and daughter of God, ve
they Jew, Pagan or Christian. The
Gospel reaches every one. This is
a peculiar system of ours; it is differ-
ent from any other upon the face of
the earth. The world, you know,
when President Young died, said
that would be the end of “Mormon-

a badly mistaken man. This King-
dom has ]irns red by the help of
God from the day it'was given into
the hands of Joseph Smith unto the
present time. The Church has been
persecuted, it is true. First it was
the question of a village against us,
then it became a question of a coun-
ty, then a State, then the United
States, until it is a question to-da

of all the governments of the eart

—for our government has called.
upon other governments to act
against us—yet this Church
and Kingdom has eontinued
to grow. And it will continue to
grow and increase and spread abroad
until the principles of the gospel are
preached in every land and every
clime upon the face of the earth;
fory Zion is onward and upward;
men may die, but principles never;
and when men think they can break
us down and scatter us to the four
winds of heaven, they are mistaken,

be found preaching the truth, The
fear of man with them is a thing of
the past; the fear of man has no
lace in the hearts of Latter-day

for the Elders of Israel will always |

ints. God and_ the disobedience of
His'laws is their only fear.Therefore
my young brethren, when men
would lead you away from the
principles of truth and the paths of
virtue, turn from them and seek the
association of just men whether
“Mormon” or non-“Mormon,”
whether Jew, Pagan or Christian,

ism,” that that would be the end of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints, that there would be
quarreling as to who should take his
place amongst us, and that we would
hither and thither and yonder.
hat was the feeling of men ac-
quainted with our system, of men
who did not sense that there is
scarcely a member of the Churech of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
who does not hold the priesthood in

would do him good in return? Take|had been placed in him, that|some form or another, that all are

the other view of it, and let (his
same individual devote his time fo
maligning my character, to oppres-
sing me in my business transactions,
to blasting my hopes and destroying
my prospecie as a man, and he
arouses my combativeness and hate;
he arouses the feeling that I will
resent the efforts he makes as long
as there is breath within my body,
that I will overcome the obstacle
he puts in my path and if possible
plant my heel upon his neck. This
18 the natural feeling that arises in
a man’s breast; but, you know, our
__elder brother, Jesus Christ taught

a very different doctrine. He taught
that““unto him that smiteth thee on
. the'one cheek offeralso the other;”
that we should forgive those that
trespassed against us in every sense
of the word; in fact He has required
us in a revelation ¢iven on this sub-
iect to ““forgive all men,” to over-

. Jook the faults and failings of all. | true to the covenants he has made |life, and it was sweet to them; they
ple of | with God. 1 know from my own ex- determined that they lﬁd

. But as I said before if the peo
the world had taken us into their
bosoms, if they had loved us and

. heaped honeor upon our shoulders, |into observing the laws of the Gos-|

we would have drunk with them
at the same fountain, we would
have
and wandered into darkness as they
have done. Butwe had accepted of
a class of principles that came from
our Father and God, they were pure
in and of themselves, and they re-
- zlilil'ﬂd of us to display to Him and
. the world, in all the humility of
our souls, an observance of these

rinciples. He required of us,as He

he had better pack wup his
valise and come home, as he would
do more mischief than good, what
would have been the result? He
very likely, after having spent long
years among the Latter-day Saints,
a kind of worthless sort of a man,
weould have said upon his death-bed,
“0, if I only had had some one to

counsel and advise me for my good, | ples, and :
[ would not die as I die to-day; but | And, moreover, this faith can never

having no one to advise me, and
feeling 1 was an
amongst my
neither the ability

man will bless Brother Morga

he ga

to seize hold of the truth
vor to orm his misai’

ience in own home that my
ather never could have driven me

1, he never could have driven me
to being a Latlter-day Saint, or in-

partaken of the same spirit, | to occupying any position he might | ters, strive to conquer our weak-

have desired me to ocecupy without
appealing to my reason; but when
he converted my judgment, when
he would reason with me and con-
vince me that this principle
was correct, that that prinei-
ple was ftrue, that this was
for good, and that that was for evil;
when he would make his home the

outcast from | race of men such as have congregat-
fellows, feeling 1 had {€d in these mountains—men who

nor the means | havesuch difficulties and trials under
within my power to fill the mission | !l circumstances—men and women
I had been sent to accomplish, fail- who never winced when their fami-

ure has attended me through life,” | lies cast them out,

Instead of this, however, this had to abandon husband, when
s 1 e A y:::::ﬁ husband had to abandon wile

e, when
the days of his life for the counse] | 50 and daughter had to al’:andan
ve him,which has enabled him | father and mother for the sake of

to endea- | their religion. Why? Because all | THE Methodist preachers are among | nor e
on, and be | had drunk at the same fountain of | the bitterest enemies of the Latter- [ confront the Christian chureh:

required to work in some position: if
not as a President, then as a Bishop,
and if not as a Bishop, then as a
Priest, Teacher, or Deacon. And
thus we are linked together in one
common chain, held by one commmon
bond, baptised by one baptism, con-
firmed by the same laying on of the
hands, ama{;t.ing the same princi-

If they have doctrine, good
ideas, listen to them; but remember
that “Mormonism” couches within
itself every principle that has been
given for the g of the sons and
daughters of God; it contains ““the
whole truth,” and, as the jud‘ge
would say, “nothing but the truth,

much

80 help me God.”
I do not desre to take wup
more of your time. But I desired to
plead with the young. This is
my mission. 1 dare mnot at-
tempt to teach the old and
and grey-headed who have labored
in the gervice for years. They may
their faults, they may have
lundered and erred many of them,
but they have Ekept their eye upon
the truth, they have been true to
their friends, they have never be-

united by the same faith,

be wrested from the breasts of a

when wife

WO be
found laboring in theinterests of the
kingd

ings, but they strove to overcome.
So must we, their sons and daugh-

n and to be true and faithful as
they have been, We must stand
together in a soli { phalanx to battle
for our rights, determined upon the
establishment of the kingdom of
God upon the earth, a system of
government that will never fail, but
will reach every man, extend justice
to every being, and protect the

id of those of old, that we anoint | pleasantest place I could find, and |rights of every son and daughter ot

the sick with holy

should lay our hands upon the sick |joyous, this would tend to break | Will

-and by the ﬁ-
should be healed, Yet these sim-

rayer of faith they | down any influence that might be| This is the mission of the Latter-|swooped down upon
upon me to go from home, it would | day Saints. The world call us agres- | the

trayed their trust‘)thay have never
placed the iron heel of oppression
upon their brethren’s neck, and let

us, their sons and daughters, main-
tam their names untarnished Irom

stain and dishonor, and with the

same determination and the same
wisdom 1may we be enabled to ac-
complish our work, is my desire, In
the name of Jesus. Amen.
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THE REASON WHY.

day Saints. They are not only op-
posed to the system that is called

om of God. They were brought | ““Mormonism,” but are very hostile| the
ther with all their faults and|to the people called “Mormons.” | Further

The bitterness of spirit which they
manifest is remarkable, in view of

their profession.

The reason is easily traced. They
have found themselves unable to
meet the arguments brought for-
ward by the Elders of this Church,
and their lack of authority to. ad-
minister in the ordinances of God
has been exhibited in the light of tha
latter-day Gospel. The fate which
befel their champion, the Rt. Rev.

Eden consulship,when he hoastfully
Utah, to ““beard
on in his den,” and went out

lips. If our faith and

obnoxious to them, why do ;:
strive by scripture and the gpir

evangelism to turn us from 'ﬂ:
of our ways? And if their mi

what they tend—the OVerthy,
of Eumethinpramy consider imp

and d , why do
not devote their energles
the foul and wide-spread COrTuptiy
in which their own churches i
societies exist? Is' there nothing,
be done in the great cities of Chri,
tendom towards the purificatipg
public morals, and the cl {
social life? Why exert the
so much over the imagined

of a handful of le in the M
| Mountains, whﬁle ﬁundredﬂnt thoy

ands who swarm all around they
are plunged in moral filthinessgy
wallowing in erimes against ngg,
and against God? He who

the thoughts and intents ¢f ¢
heart, knows the deep hypouis,
their vain pretences, and will rep
on them the woe that He prong
ed upon their brother Pharises

old.

At a conference hel
Newark, New Jersey t\!ﬁu 'E
bitter, anti-Christian spirit prevaj
which has oll
Methodist gatherin 1
“Mormon” qumtiunglgaa been |
cussed. The New York &m&
handles the reverend “Mormgy
haters, whom we leave in theg
Posure of the rays of that litey
u » Which shine upon the
under the heading of, ¢ Lo
So Far for Work To Do?”

““The Methodist conference ;
Newark was much agitated on Wa
nesday over the polygamy of Ul
It appointed a commi on f
subject and was greatly stirred by
apaeeh in denunciation of the sy

m,

We observe that the churd
very generally are becoming ex

ed over the marriage customs of}
Mormons. Is

One c]er?'man |

remarked that the whole co o
t_vif ought to beﬂ:ll:)]nzn np with
glycerine, as the (Czar wasd

ed Bt hE ntéardday. 1

ut why do these religious bod

take so much pains to denounge

Iygamy, and spend so much time!

venting their indignation against/
It is a system odious in our e

and nowhere in the muntry:

in Utah 3s 3t tolerated
opinion. Even there it cyug

ractised by evading the law
Eigamy, and by k-::g mg thu.?:
marriage a secret w?t.h the Mormy
Church. Will the application;
nitro-glycerine expose to viewy &
mysterious ceremonies, so thatfl
can be legally proved?
And, moreover, polygamy isa:
vil com with many wh

these days. It is a waning |
in Utah, and its dmuucthns,:
gether must come before long mé
operation of natural cas
Jegislation may be ne

sary to hasten its overthrow, ani
save its vietims from ruin; but
lence of speech or conduct will:
help to destroy polygamy.
oreover there is no evil enq
proceeding from Utah over
country. Because the Mo
pretend to think or really do th
that they are obeying God in &
ing many wives, the rest of the;
ple are not becoming tol
avowed polygamy. Nobody
to change oar laws so0 as to

t o

oil, that we|the associations of home the most |our Father, come from where they |J, P, Newman, of the Garden of|keep harems filled with wives

their pleasure. Even the man¥
marries a wife when he has ¢
other living, commits a crime p

ple principles brought down the in-| make me feel that he had been |five. They say we try to overthrow | plucked and discomfited, has come [ ishable with long imprisonme

dignation of the
upon the Saints.

us to say that (God required, as He
did of those of old, that we anoint
with holy oil and lay hands upon

outcasts from civilization.

As Brother Morgan has said,there
is not much to be accomplished by
using harsh measures. No man
could accomplish anything ‘with
me in attempting to drive me; for I
cannot be driven. The fear of man
is something that has never entered
into my heart—that is, to compel
me to do certain aets that I desire
not to do. Buft you appeal to my

reason and to my judgment that|hearts, and who cannot errin judg-

this principle, or that principle, or
the other principle is correct and T
am open to be convinced; but you
say to me, You must accept this as
true, hit or miss, then I should be
ready to say, My friend, you are
Aistaken; you have oome across the

| be careful and consistent in bur

earth.

This is our mission. Christ came | our hearts;
| to the|that we have a mission to perform,
the sick, and the sick would be heal- | righteous, but to call sinners {o re-|that mission being to preach
ed, and for this they claimed we de- | pentanece.  This is our mission also. | the
served to be persecuted, driven from | We have to call sinners to repent- | reclaim
our hemes, plundered and exiled as |anee, to plead with one another, to|up and establish every

to preach the Gospe

not

labor with one another, and to ex-
ercige charity one towards the oth-|
er. We are all possessed of many
faults; we all have many failings;
we are all liable to make mistakas,
It therefore behooves us to exercise
charity towards each other, and to

judgment;lest there be one whoshall

sit in judgmentupon us who knows
us and reads the tablets of our

ment. Therefore in the making up
of our {:ld ents and our estimafes
of our brethren, both young and old,
we should be careful and con-
sistent, ,
gﬁ_{lled by the Spirit of the living

i)

ple of Missouri | counsgelling me for my good, and |their rights; they say we have no re- | upon all their great “divines,
It was considered | that he desired to make me a man | gard for law an
blasphemous in the eyes of many for | that wonld do some good on the| this they do not understand our

tion, nor the feelings that actuate

gespel to all mankind, to
the fallen, to build
correct prin-
ciple that God has revealed in the
pasty or may reveal in the future.
Our faith is a practical faith; it
reaclies unto every Plaee, it goes
with us in every position. Our faith
barsus from committing evil. And
we have those that would warn us|
if we do wrong; we have those that
would counsel us if we get upon the
downward path; we have those that
would labor W’lﬁ’l us if we turn from
‘he truth; we have those that would
extend to us the hand of friendship
in the time of need; and it is a duty
we owe one to the other to be frank
honest and outspoken in counsel anti

and should seek to be|deliberation, to respect the rights | of the

and liberties of one another; and

” when

“Mormons™ on the fleld of theolog
That accounts fo

cal controversy

towards us.
It also explains the reason why

men pretending to be the ministers
of the Savior of mankind assume
in relation to us the role of destroy-
ers. They urge legislation to de-
prive us of the ggmmon rights of
citizens; they advocate the policy of
Phyaieai
sm;” they breathe the spirit of ven-
geance and extermination against its
followers; they regard not the ruin
which their measures would bring
upon women and children, butstrive
to bring upon this community of
believers in Christ, the penalties of
special law and the brute vengeance
of popular prejudice. They cannot
refute our reasonings nor overthrow
our doctrines, so, like the bigots of |
all nations and 'the Cain-like haters

force tobreak up “Mormon- |

| and impoten t.

Saints in all ages, they look to
violence and the secular power for

It i85 with the ginner whenany man gets the ides into'effectual weapons,

unless he has gone through thel

justice. In saying]they have essayed to meet the| mality, of a diverce.

"Why then does not the New
Methodist conference devote ifil

they do not understand | the acrimony which they entertain ) tention rather fo the immon

‘E:l‘;ch abmlmds in j? neighhmh:
as polygamy is, society
-uffers from evils of its nwnt? wh
are even worse. Because of
failure to deal with them,!
churches are losing their ho
the public. Why look afar
formatory work te do, when
at home there is 80 much neé
genuine Christianity? The tin
pended by the Newark confer
in denouncing polygamy w
been better employed in
means for curing our own socil
evils whose countenance and gr®
are leading so many men to I
the current Christianity ass

Polygamy in the United Stafe'
a disease easily cured and nfﬁ
consequence in ‘comparison
many other moral and social malt
dies which demand the attention
the church, ™ -




