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DISCOURSE

By Elder JOHN 1AYLOR, Delivered at
the 42:d Semi-Annual Conference, Salt
Lake City, Oct. T, 1872.

REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANE,

I AM bappy to have the privilege ef meet-
ing with and speaking to the SBaints on the
present occasion. If I were inclined to
take a text I would repeat a p made
use of by Jesus, which is something like
this; “Take my yoke upon you and learn
of me, for I am meek and lowly of heart
and you shall find rest to your souls.”
Pesrhaps I may not have got it verbatim,
however the privciple is there, and von
can correct it from the written word. The
jideas contained in the saying of the Re-
deemer are rather peculiar. The yoke that
is there referred to would seem to imply a
degree of servitude of some kind or other,
and men generally look upon such expres-
sioms in Lbat point of view. The nations
of the earth, geuerally, are under some
kKind of rule and government. The reli-
gious portion of mankind are also under
& species of government anu rule, and no
matter where Hun go, you find an infla-
enoce of this kind more or less prevailing
among men, We stand here in rather an
Anomalous position. We have a church
with its government or laws, and we have
also a government and laws according to
ithe organization of the United States
Hence our obligations are twofold, one as
subjects of the United Sta‘es, the other as
subjects of the church of God. And then,
were we to go a little farther, we might
also add, of the kingdom of God. Now, in
every government of men that exists any-
where on the face of the earth, there is a
species of rule associated with and founded
on authority voluntariiy given by the peo-
ple or usurped by the rulers, according to
ocircumstances; but all manklnd, eve: ya
where, are uader some form of dominion,
government or rule. The same thing ap-
plies also to churcLes and the worship of
God. There are various systems in exis-
tence oo the earth, including Judaism, Ma-
homedanism, Pantheism, and bheathenism
of many kinds, as it has existed for genera-
tions in maoy parts of the earth; and there
is Christianity with the multifarious id
rale, and authority of the Christian
churches as they exist, seattered abroad in
the earth, priocipally in Enrope and Ame-
rioa as well a in some parts of Africa and
A~ia; But whether we refer tothe Pagan,
Jewish, ‘'hristian, or any other frm of
religion, its followers mie expecied to suh-
mit to some Kivd of aatl ority; tosvb-eribe

tocertain articles of faith, and to suvmit to
certain forme, laws und «rdinanoces, ae
cordipg to their several 1 eories,

The sam+~ thivg precisely, exists emon
the na isus; they bave Lheir various torms
of rule, government and dominion.and the
exact certain conditions from their sab-
jects, No matter what kind of government,

it requires a species of obedience from all |

persons living under it; for government,
of course, necessarily implies rule, authos
rity, dominion, governors and governed,
or law and the execution of that law. All
these principles exist in one form or an-
other over all the face of the wid« earth
whereon we live. We can not separate
ourselves fromu that, go where we will In
a despotic government the power to dictate
and contrul all ita affairs is vested in the
em peror, acoording to his own will and
pleasure, sometimes, perbaps, randified by
counsel, which he can receive or reject at
pleasure. In other kinds of government,
such as are called limited monarchies, the

ple hold a certaiuv part of the power or
authoiity in their own hands, and give a
certain part to the government, The go
vernment of Eoglend belongs to this olasa,
There they bave a king or queen, as the
case may be, at the head of the govern-
ment, and two bouses called the Lords and
Commons, the latter are elected by and
represent the people. It is what is called
a popular government, the people having
a voice, but at the same time they concede
a certain amount of their power to their
legislators, who man their affairs ac-
ocording to their ideas of what would be
most beneficial for the nation.

The government of the United Slates is
what is oalled a republic. In a form of
government of this kind the foundation of
all law, power and authority is the voice or
will of the people; that is the genius of the
government. It is based upon a written
constitution granting unto the legislature
power to do thus and so, and to go no fur-
ther; and while they who make and ad-
minister the laws confine themselves with-
in the limits ofthat constitution, their acts
are what is called constitutional. When
they gn beyond that, their acts are cal ed
unconstitational, that is, they deprive the

ple ot certain rights guaranteed to them

y the wrilten compact that they have

entered into. I speak of these things sim-

ply to elucidate certain ideas that I wish to
communicate,

Bat to proceed further. If we—the peo-
ple in this Tarrimrg. or in other Terris
tories. or in the States, eonfer certain

wers on the General Government, we no
onger retain them, they are ceded away
by us to others. I1fwe give to our legisla-
tors certain authority, they hold that
authority, and it is for us to submit to the
laws which may be enacted by them. This

B | believes in baptism by immersion, but he
y | Because he can be baptized by anybody
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limited monarchy. Whenever a ?opla
give up certain rights they ought to honor
the parties into whose hands they place
them. The President of the United States
ought to be sustained ; so ought the min-
isters of the government of England, by
the people ovar whom they preside, be-
cause they are acting for and on their
behalf and according to their dictates. If
you go to some other governments they
ask no odds ot the people. Say they, “We
will be sustained, if we have to sustain
ourselves by the sword.,””;

We come now to religious matters, and
bere in our own country are Method
Presbyterians, Baptists, and a host o
otbers. I need not go to foreign countries
and examine their religions. I wish to
arrive at certain conclusions, and to do so
1 have no need to go beyond the confines
of the United States. Here we have the
Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Epis-
copalians, Roman Catholics, Quakers
Shakers and so forth, Very weil, all
these seots have their own uliar ideas
of church government. The Methodist
has his Discipline~asystem got up by the
ministers of that church that all its mem-
bers have to be governed by. They must
come within the purview and be under the
influence thereo!l. If you ask a Methodist
to become a Latter-day Baint, he might
say, and truly, ‘I have not the privilege
of being Methodist and Latter day Saiot
at the same time.”” A man can not bea
Baptist and a Msthodist at the same time,
neither can he be a Metuodist and a shak-
ing Quaker, Why ? - Because he is bound
by the articles of the Discipline of his
cburch, apa he miust submit 'te that, Bo it
i8 in regard to the Catholics, Mauvy of you
bave no doubt read receuntly of Pere Hya-
cinthe, who, a short time , Was ver
pepular among the Roman Catholics. Bat
he dissented from their views; and s mong
other things he took to himself a wife,
which was contrary to their ideas and
creed, and probably his own wvows, the res~
sult was that they excommunicated him,
and they treated him as if he had been

dead, and had a funeral, following him te
bis grave while he was yet living., This is
according to their ideas, and he, being &
Catholic, bad no right to expeet anytbin
else. A Catholic priest must submitto the
laws of the priest , and they have ex-
communicated him for departing there-
from, and he had no cause to complain,
We may have our own peculiar ideas about
the propriety of this, that and the other
religious faith, ceremonies and forms of
worship, but I am now speaking of law,
and of governme:ts, and of the arrange
wents  that peoples, ‘matinns, ochurches,
and she mMembers of churche- hind them-
selves Lo he gaterned by

Chs sawiethiug appis- = 1 ~o.y of the va-
rious seets that exis! v CUhristendoun.
Tbe Baptist commences a ¢hurcu, shia be

could not be a Latier day Ssint. Why?

not having authority from God, and he
does not believe that baptism is for the re-
mission of gin&, ' 'Acgording to his ideas he
must have his ~ins forgiven first, aod then
be baptized aner a while, He co1ld not be
a Latter-day Saint, because his ideas and
ours are at veriance, If a «an is a Bap~
tist, as .ong as he remains so, he must
submit to their law, " If be is & Methodist,
and remains so, he must submit to their
Diseipline, be it right or wroog, the ques-
tion of their laws being Beriotural or mot
has to be aécided in and ot itself, Itis the
same way. with & nation. If 1 were in
Russia and did not like the government, I
might, if they would allow me, go to Eng-
land, come to the United States, or go to
one of the Southern republics, and become
a cllizen thereof, but I ocould not be a
republican in Russia. If I went to Eng-
land, I should have to be subject to the
lawsof Eogland, and the same if T came
to the United States, hence the prineiple
that I mentioned before is applicable sll
the wa thruu%h, no matter which way
you loek at it, I am potsaying at present
which of these goverments, whether reli-
gious or political, is right, I am merely
trying to elucidate a principle that exists
lmnnﬁ and is acknowledged by men, If I
g0 to livein any country on the face of the
earth, I have to be subject to its lJaws, and if
I am a reasonable, intelligent man I ack-
nowledge the propriety of my being so, If
I join the Methodist church I have a right
to bea Methodist, and to submit to
their discipline. If I join the Baptist
church I have a right to be a good Baptist
and to submit to their discipline, creed,
laws and so on, for I join them knowing
that T ought to submit to them, and as an
honorable man I do so or leave it.

Well, we sand bere in a pecaliar posi~
tion, as before stated. We are here in a re-
, and we are here in a polit-

ligious capacity
ical ecapacity. As religionists >ur faith is
that God has sposen, and that angels have
ministered to men; that the everlasting
gospel has been restored in its fulness, sim-
plicity and purity, as it existed in Jesus's
day. We believe in apostles and prophets,
and lua the principle of revelation—in God
communicating with the human family.
These things were taught to us be-
fore we became members of this church,
and we received them as part and parcel of
our faith, and baving faith in this system
we obeyedit. We believed in being bap-
tized for the remission of sins and having
bands laid upon us for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, That is our faith, it ha= been

is what is called republicanism, and it is | communicated to us by revelation, by the

aleo In sgreement with the theory of a| opening heavens, by the volce of God, by lurdllned by hely #hgels"

-

the ministering of holy angels and by the
testimony of God’s servants, as they have
gone forth through the world. Dt
Wealso believe in havinga Iriauthood—-
a ruling power, to regulate and dietate, un-
der the. ance of the Alm'ghty, the
affalrs of his church and kingdom upen the
earth. 'That is our faith and it was taught
to us when we first listened to ‘‘Mormon-
ism.”” Before we were baptized into this
chureh we believed the men whom we
heard proclaim its principles were inapired
by the Almighty, and we pray to God for
them dailv now, that the revelations of
Heaven may be unfolded to their view, and
that the purposes of God may be raade
plain to their understanding, that they
may be able to instruct the people and lead
thbem ia the way of life,
and when we talk about these things we do
so understandingly, there is no halfway
business about it, 7 el ils
We meet here to-day in conféfende be:
lieving in these principles, When, wetalk
about paying our tithing, we believe that
it is the duty of all who ever o 93:;:.1:;.
gospel of Jesus Christ to contribute one-
tenth of their increase to the Lord. "As
Latter-day Saints we subsecribe to this and
we believe it is right to be honest and fo
show in tagrit{ in this as in everything else.
We believe ‘in being truthful, wvirtuous,
pure and holy, and we believe in keeping
the commandments.of God in all thinge.
This is part and | of our religious
faith and belief, and we bave, from time to
time, of our own free will subscribed to
these very principles of which I have spo-
ken; and we have held up our bands time
and time again to sustain the anthorities of
the church and kingdom of God upon the
earth, Having said so muech in regard to
these things, I desire, very briefly, to com-
yare the position that we occupy with that
which others occn p?.
I baveslready told you that there exisis
a variety of governments on the earth, and
that all men are expected to be in subjec-
tion to the laws and usages of the govern-
ments under which they live. I have told
you that in Ergland they have a limited
monarchy. At the present time a queen
resides over their destinies, How didshe
come to that office?She was born of royalty,
and inherited it by lineal descent., Tne
ple had no choice in the matter. She
m been, I believe, a very good, virtnous,
exemplary woman, and has ruled with
mildness, generosity and kindness, among
ber people; but if she had done otherwise
she was still their queen. Now I want to
talk about what people call equal rights,
and to examine a certain principle in rela-
tion to these things. at say had the
ple ef England in regard to their queen?
%esnﬂ atall. The President of the United
States is elected by the people, theretore he
is what may be termed the peopile’s candid-
ate. How ofien do they elect a President
of the United States? Once every four
ears, and consequenily there is great ex-
citement now on account of the coming
Presidential election. The people arerang-
ing themselves into parties, and each party
usingall the influence they -possess to elect
their own special and
‘Besides the President, there are legislators
and governors, ors generally hlod
their office for four years; senators of the
Unpited States from four to six years, accor-
ding to circumstances; members of the
House of Representatives for two years,
In many of the States and Territories the
legislators are elected for two years, and
hence, during the time for which they are
elected 1hey have a perfect right to use
their own judgmentinenacting laws forthe
benefit of the people, being sworn not to
trapseand certain bounds laid down as their
ide. Ifthey should be ever so bad dur-
ng their term of office, and should enact
oppressive laws, the people have no right
to change them until their time expires,
unless, for some flagrant violation of their
trust, they should be impeached. ~es
How is it in the ehurches? With the
Catholics it is once a pries\ always a priest,
except in such cases as that of Pere Hyaci
nthe, and then they bury them. In some
churches the bishops and other anthorities
hold office during good behayior, or for life
time; in somechurches they are voted for
by a certain conclave according to clreum-
stances and tbeir own peculi-r notions
and dogmas, and in very many instances
these officers hold their offices for Jife with-
out any counteraction whatever, unless
they violate their own censtitutions, laws
or discipline, when they are liable to be
dealt with according to the laws apd regu-
lations of their several churches. Now po-
body thinks are very badly oppress-
ed in all this. They euter these churches
voluntarily, they are not bound to stay in
them, they leave them when they
like.
Now let nus contrast our position with
that of other people in these respects, We
hear a good deal about one man power, I
wart to examine that power a little, and

see bow it exists; and bow far it extends.:

We believe in two prine!ples, one isthe
voice of God, the other is the voice of the
mpla. For instance, we believe that no-
y but God conld set the righteons
world right, we;, “believe that none
but God could have given any man correct
information in to dootrine and or-
dinances, We believe that God did instruet
Joseph Smithin relation to both, and also
pertaining to the government of his peo-
ple bere on the earth. How are this peo-
ple selected and set apart? Joseph Smith
was selected by the JL.ord and set & é-,amsl
th

his is our faith,

'} England, the kings

 ing upon Israel.
is this: the Holy Ghost, wbich has been

.of the thiogs

peculiar favorites.

| one thing that we do for

Januarv 1l

others? By the !ﬂthﬂﬂby. '3 GM CON=
ferred on Joseph he se set apart, and
ordeined others to the various orders and
organizations of the priesthood, We know
that the Lord, in former times; called soire
men who did not magnily their calling,
and who were set aside, as unfit for the
Master's use. J for instance, called
Judas to be’one of the Twelve, and Judas
betrayed him, and he was cut off from the
Twelve, We have had many instances in
our church of a gimilar nature, men have
been found unfaithful and they "have béen
cut off. By whom? By the authority of
that priestbood of which they formed a
part. That priestbood has the same. power
now that it had formerly—to bind on earth
and it is boand in bheaven, to Joose on earth
and it is loosed in heaven, How does this
priestbooa stand in relation to the people?
It is not thrust upon them as the queens of
of ¥Francs,the emiperor
of Austria, or as the former king but now
em peror of Prussia are; no, it is not thrust
upon the people in any such way. It is

recisely in the same way that the Israel-
tes wereorganized in former. times—God
gave them certain laws, and all the people
said ‘““Amen,” then the laws became bind~
The position we oecupy

-_—

given toall who have obeyed the gospel
and have lived faithful to its precepts, takes
of God, and shows them
forth through & liviog priestbood to =
people enlightened and insiructed by the
spirit of revelation from God, and the
people thus enlightened, instructed and
blessed by the spirit of light, voluntarily
and gladly sustain the priesthood who
minister unto them. When Joseph Emilil}
was upon the earth he did not force himsel

upon the people as these kings and emper-
ors do, but be presented himse/f before
tbem every 8ix months, at the anmual or
semi annual conference, and the people
hud a chavce to lift uptheilr hands to reerive
or reject him.That was the position occupiea
by Joseph Smith aud those assogiated with
bim in guiding the affairs of the church
and kingdom of God upon the earth, and
it is precisely 80 with Presideust Young.
He stands here as the representa-
tive of God to the people, as the
President of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Liatter-day Saints, He is, or ought to be,
full of light, life, revelstion and the puwer
of God, and he is, and bears testimony to
it, He ought to be able to lead the people

in the paths of life, and be is, = He is the
choice of God, and what more? He is the
choice of the people of God. Has he a

right to say, I am chosen, I am elected, I
amn President and 1 will do as I darned
please, and belp yourselves”? No, he pre-
sents himself before you, and if there is
any man who has aught L him he has
the privilege of hoiding up his hacd two
signify the same. "Bhat is the position of
our President—he i8 broughtto a test every
six months, as it rolls around, before the
assemb'ed conference of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It is
the same witb the Twelve, the President of
the Stake,thelHigh Couucil,the Presidents of

Beventies, and with all the leading officers

of the Cburch—they are all put'to this test
twice a year, and the people have the priv-
ilege of votiog for or against them, just as

t.hﬂ- please, )

ere then, on the one band, there is the
voice of God. BShall we object to it? Who
made us? Who orgaunized us, and the ele-
ments with which we are surrounded and
that we inhale? Who organized the place-
tary system that we see around us? Who
provides breakfast, dicuer and supper for
the millions that dwell on the face of the
earth? Who clothes them, as he does the
lilles of the field? Who imgparts unto man
his breath, life, health, his powers of loco~
motion, thought; and all the godlike at-
tributes with which he is epndowed?
Where did they come from? . Who has
controlled and managed the affairs of the
world from 1ts creation until the present
time? The Great I Am, the Great
Elobeim, the Great God who is oar Father.
We bow beforé bim. Is ‘it a hardship te
reverence the Lord our God ? 1Is it a bard-
ship to bave him for our‘instructor? And

| 8hall we follow the notions, theories, ideas
and folly of men, who w0 supersede
the wi ht and paternal care of God

our heavenly Father? No, we will not.
God is our God, *'the Lord is oar God, the
Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our King,
and be shall rule over us” |
object to bow the knee to God and say,
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is donein bheaven;”
and we pray that it may be hastened, We
acknowledge, weé bow before, we reverence
the name or our heav Father. That is
) God, who HER
seed time and harvest, summer and winter.
day and night, the God who has watched
over us and all the myriads of the inhabits
ants of the earth from the time of oreation
until the present time; the God in whose
hands are the destinies of the human fam-
ily pertaining to this world and the worlds
to come. If God will deign to lead
and dioctats us, we bow with reverence be-
fore iim, and say, “It is the Lord, let bim
do asseems him good.” We ask éuu guid«
ance of the Ailmighty,we reverentidly pre-
sent ourselves before him and we submit
to his authority; for his yoke is easy and
his burden is light,

Whainext? Then comes the freedom of
man. On the one bhand the guidance of
God, on the other the freedom of msan,

We ask God to dictate us and hedces,” He

We do not



