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a poblic officer may do under the ex-
plicit instructions of a Btate law. The
one nnder consideration leaves no doabt
ap to what ure the dulles and powers,in
respect to the jury list, of the county
officers named.

HAMMOND?S CASF,

The announcement that the anthorl-
Lles of Tranevaal have sentenced Ham-
mond, an American citizen, and his

aspgelates lo the so.called reform com-
mittee, to death has naturally cansed
sorprise and exeitement on bolh aldes
of the Allantlec ccean, Were they lo-
tduced to plead guilty of treascn, only
in order to deprive their respeotive
governments of all technleal gzrounds
for Interference 1n their behalf, leaving
their property and lives entirely to the
tender mercies of the executive of the
Roer republic? Hammond’a case Is to
aome oxtent apolther Waeller case.
Tragsvaal justice might have been
content without exosedine in reverity
the decress even of a French court

marlial.
It is generally felt that the senienve

will not be executea, and there are]

mapy welehty gromods for this sup-
pasitiop. Yet, it is plaio enougb that
among the friends of the condemned
men, there ate grave fears and muoh
anxiety. Tbhey do not wholly trust (o
the clemency of President Krueger,
whose defiant attitu-ie ja but tno ap-
parent in his refusal to accept the invi-
tation ot the RBritish government lo
come to EbpDg!laod and discuse the
aflaita of bi# country. They know
that their petitions for pardon must be
well suppirted In order to produce any
deap Ilmpresslon. The real qaee-
tion st iesue la whether Greal
Britain is prtepared to  Aaeert
her clatme to enzeraloly over the
Boer republle or not. Krueger has
politely torn Chumberlaln’s  quasi-
ultimatum to pleces nnd followed Lhis
ap with the dramatic ending of the
trinl of the teform committes, It ia
almost.a costlenge to England, Will
she pecept 117 It not, ber prestige in
South Africa must he considered lost.

The situstion iz critionl. Germany
has pever withdrawn her protest
agalnst toreign enmcroachment on the
independence of tbe Transvaal. Tha
Dutch of the other Atrican republics
wonld Join the Transvaal people in the
delense, and eo would many of thbe
nutives, until poseibly the whole coast
from Cape to Egypt would be in arme
aguinst British iovasion. The problem
which L.ord Ballsbury hne to solve is
Ly no meani A0 eaey ODe.

But that does not aftect the matter,
when regarded {rom a porely Lhumane
point of view, The offense ot Ham-
mond and fellow ptltoners was notench
ag to watrant their executlon—nol
in any couutry with & clvilized jurfs.
progence at least, And ihey gbhould
Tot he gaorificed to the pride of the
Transvaa), or any other imacinary tdo)
thut may thirst for their hlood. The
Uoleu Biates hae often been slow in
impsrting to some of the natlons of
the world A much nesded lespon in re.
apect for Americnn cltizenship. Thie
seems to he s case for ptompt and judl-
cious interlerence, ammend mMay
have been led intc a rash act, bat he
is no orlminsl. ‘The condittoons of
Transvaai must hear part of the blame

for the revolutlorary movement. Old
Glory shonld protect hin life, {f not hias
property; for the influence of the
ptineiples of which that flag is & hean-
tiful emhlem sbhou!d be felt wherever it
Is unfolded among the natioos 0f the
earth.

STATE EXAMINERS LAW.

Lo today’a isene we print the law
relative to the Board of Btale Examin-
ere. To those having claims agalipst

the Biste thin is a most Important
meanure, as all such clsims must ga to
the State examioers to be paseed upon.
Matters of thal chsraclter which here.
tofore bave heen disposed of by the
Liegislature in many iostnnces now gzo
to the examioets., Thie body also
cobntracts for all supplies tor the Blate,
We bave requests for a number of
other lawe, suich as thoese relating to
flah aod game, estrays, elc., some of
which do not go into efleci till June
1st, while others are now 1D operation.
These we will glve at an early date,

THE FRENCH SITUSTION.

Tie tronble in France, which bags
resmited in the resigoation of the
Bourgeoise cabipet, ia realiy a canflict
between the coneervative element,
represented by the senate, nnd the rad-

ical and eoclalistic faglione, whose
aim is constitutional changes and con.
tro] over the sepnste. The most 1m-
portant vumber on the ptozram is the
income tax luw, proposed by the cakb-
inet and opposed by the serate. But
the latter body avolded the fight on
this point and denit it: opponeolts a
teiling blow by declding to poatpone
any appropriation for the oecupation of
Madagascar until the counitry should
bave an adminlstration thatenjoys the
confidence of both bousea of the legla-
lature. ''be senators counted on sup-
port smonyg the people in thin matier,
for the reason that the Madagascar
program of the goveroment ls rather
unpopualat.

The conflict 1s now op between the
two chamhetr, and the guestion js
whioh of them ehall be supreme,
That tbis bringe the counitry to the
verge of another constitutional criels s
evident. [f the depuoties inrist on
the right te govern the affairaof France
without the rewnate, the latter will
natarally be forced to appesal to the
country.

Acowding lo those who have oh-
seI9«d the pltuaiion the immediate
outlook 18 not particutlarly encoursging,
Public opinlon is becoming restless.
Parllamentariem has lost some of its
cbhrrme, and & cheaunge is boped for,
The retreat of Casimir Perier from the
presidency csused the people to loose
confidence in toe stavility of the high-
est authority in the country, The
Madagascat campaign, finaneial scan-
dals and eflorts to hosh mtters up
were oot bpalchlated Lo reslore tian.
quility, .

It is nsserted by outspoken Freoch
journals that the fime has already
come when many lofluential men ate
willing to follow any wirone aoda dnr-
Ing leader 1that may arlfe. The in-
croarlug popularity of Henory of Qr.

leans is regarded with alarm io some
quatters, as it ia considered thai auch
popularity may any time be used for
political purpores. The princerhas
just returned trom the orlent. He has
been decorated with ribbon of the Le-
gion of Honor and there ia some talk
of giving bim the rights of a citizeo,
withheld from other pcinces, all of
wbich j& looked upon with snsplelon
by the republican party.

THE ELECTRIC LIGHT PROPOSITION

We received, too Iate for last even-
log’s NEwS, A communication from
Mr. James Moffat, of the Balt Lake
sod Ogden Gas and Eiectric Light
ocompany, oD the sgbject of mupicipal

and ptlvate operation of eleotric light
plants. Mr. Moflat takes lssme wlith
the ehowing made in an article pub-
llesbed in & cotemporary, but which
did not appear in the NEWS; heoece 1t
will not be necessary to publish his
communpication at leogth, as 1t makea
relerence 1o figures nnd stalements
that were not given in out columans,
The genotleman’s communication
takes the positiocn that a private com-
pany can erect and operate an elvotrie
light plant mote cheaply Lhan a
munielpality can, aad the firures he
gives are made Lo sapport his argu-
ment oo that point. With bhis showing
the NEwWs bas nov disposition to lake
fssue. It bns been, and stiil is, onr
view that an undeniahle proposition is
tbat men acquainted with the viectric
light busine«s and capable in financial
aftalrs can operate an electric licht
plaut &t the lowest cost attalu-
able—perbaps much lower 1han a mu-
nioipality, especially where Lhe latter
is linhle to bhnve some ipexperleoced
men smong its officlals, and does not
apply as strict rules to peme of its em-
ployes as do ptivate corporetious whose

‘exlstence depends iatgely on riglt com-

pliance with rules of economy. Hence
the gentleman sod bfie company will
not feel that we nte denying or restrict-
ing them in any ebowlng, eince we
agree with thelr main proposition,

The real question at issue between
the municipal and the private lighting
policies i» not, bowever, the matier of
w hich can produce lizht Che cheapest;
buat which will giva it to the public as
the lowest price. WWhen a private
eorpotatign 18 jo the lighting bueiuess,
tt is ther® for profit; bence 1o the goat
of mapufactate ls added the profit
charged, and che sum of the two repre-
sents the price to the consumer. When
4 municipslity owns lis plunt, the cost
of lizhta to the cliy is ibe cost of pro-
duction; there is mo added sum for
dividends aod prefite. If a prl.
vale corpotation will faronish lights
to & city st a lower Hyure
tham it costs the munlelpality to pre-
doce them with its own plant, tuen
the private furnishing would be the
cheaper one; but if the cost of muniei-
pal productivn & less than the other
with added profits, the people get the
advantage. AR u general proposition
it would appear that the difference in
enst of operatlon against a municipal
plant is not eo great as the profit which
& privare corporation expects to make;
bence it would seem cheaper for the
city to do it own lighting than to huy

from others,

-



