
THE DESERET
and this groutgreat work will go onOH de-
spitespiteallall the obstacles and difficul-
ties which may beset it let us be
true and faithful to our covenants
and the blessing of god will assur-
edly rest upon us and our labors in
his cause

apostle lonbatou 1 lund
said ioin substance I1 have enjoyed
listening to the testimonies borne
and teach ings given liyby the brethren
the prediction to the effect that this
work should liebe a marvel and a won-
derdelhashas been fulfilled this can be
comprehended when the nature of
this work then in its inception
sixty years ago is compared to its
present status those who were
connected with the church when
it was organized looked forward to
this aayoday and were glad the
prophecies of joseph have been
partly Ulunfilledfilled and the remainder
will also be verified he was told
thatchat his name should be known ftfor
good and evil throughout the earth
and that the book of mormon the
record of the ancient inhabitants of
this continent should be revealed
and published abroad and be a means
of manifesting the gospel in greater
plainness TheThere hoB been no necessity
to change any of the principles in-
culcated in the plan of salvation
because being true they are
eternal joseph was shown fly the
power of god that those who em-
braced the gospel should gather
from the nations of the earth and
he predicted that the church should
remove to the rocky mountains
thewthese things have all been fulfilled
and it laIs a marvelous work

it is true that men have acosta
sized that men nigh in authority
have fallnfallienfall n but that itM no proof that
this work is not of god some of
those men who followed the prophet
josepn smith and were called to as
slat him did not remain faithful
but one thing is evidedidi nt to allN
those who study the matter
that those witnesses to the book of
mormon those who published their
names to the world all adhered to
their testimony theyy never recanted
or took it lack they did not dare
to dt ny and although cut off from
the chhuru achchwewe find that they wonwouldid
still give theirheir testimony to tthehe
world that they bad seen thuthe plateslate s
from which this work castranwas translateda ted
some persons may wk how is it
possible that men who had seen
ingels and had suchauch a testimony
could fall awayawn y from the church as
thewthese men liddid men may see an-
gels and have revelations aud asaa
ioniclong as they obey the whisperings
of the holy spirit they will not
apostAlse hutbut when they begin to
feo that they have strength enough
in themselves and fail to acknowl-
edge god as their helper then they
eanni it stastandmi

my testimony is that aadgod has es-
tablished his work upon the earth
and will carry it to a successful is
sueut that thitthis is the kingdom as was
predictedted and that we will seesec the
lord fulfillfulfil his promises to hishi
Salsaintstits we have nothing to rearfear
aniland anam president woodruff told us
this m riding we need not lie
troubled god IsIH at the helm and
will steer the googoolI ship zion into a
safe harbor

contle mariner W merrill
spoke in substance as follows

I1 have hadbud many reflectionsreflect loins today
in looklookingi rig back over our history I1
was not personally connected with
the history of the church before
coming to this country but I1 have
been somewhat familiar with that
of our people 81s neence 1853 that being
the year I1 came to america I1 have
attendedatten many conferences in this
city iuin the uldold tabernacle here in
the old bowery and more recently
in this building I1 have been led to
ask myself the question where are
our bretbrethrenbrer choin we saw upon the
stand in years gunegine by where is
president young jedediah M
grant heber C kimball george
A smith orsonoreon pratt and other
apostles many of those resent
have perhaps heard these men bear
faithful testimony to this work they
havingav ug beenen identified with it from
the beginning buttreybut they havehav goneegone
on the other side of the veil where
they are actively engagedion in pro-
mulgatingmul gating the gospel of the son of
god

it has been said by some people in
recent yearsyeara loyby those who know
not our people our methods and de-
signs that those men whom I1 have
just named were not loyal to the
government of our country that
they encouragedencourage bloofbloodshedI1sh ed anarchy
and opposition to law 1I for one
having had personal acquaintanceq saintanie
with our deceased brethren know
that these statements are untrue
they kot only loyal to the gov-
ernmentern ment but faithful and true to
their church andnc people they
soughtbought the welfare and salvation of
the saints and of the whole world
duringduri ug the settlement of the north
by the saints where we were sur

by the indiansindiana pepeoplepie
hostile to us whenaben some of our
brethren were actually slain presi-
dent youngsyou advice to the saints
was this iottda not beed their blood
it is18 not our mission it is
not our calling to shed the
blood of our fellows feed them
rather than to fight them this
has been the policy of our leaders
all the time both in the north and
in the south and among all the
people scattered throughout this
land to save not to destroy the
ailivesves of men

weW are railed upon to build tem-
ples but we learn in the sacred
hook that davio waywas not permitted
to build a temple because he was a
man ofif war and bloodshed the
lordbord does nutnot require his people to
shed the blood of their fellow menmein
but he requires them to have a
crown of light setget upon a hill to the
god fearing honestyhonest straight for
ward and upright dinallin all the affairs
of life an example to all the
world

we are assembled here today
from various states and territories
toritn hearbear the word of the lord
through his servants if we wantwank
a good conference and to enjoy the
spirit of the lord we munt come in-
to this building humbly and peace-
fully seeking to know the lord and
to hearbear his voice through hishir ser-
vants therhe lord has been very
merciful to us ever since we first
camecalne into this place ahou it was an

unfruitful desert he has blessed
this land of zion to us and will pre-
serve it until he sees fit that we
should go somewhere else we
must not howeverhowettr set our hearts
upon the things ofthe world to the
neglect of thosethese duties required of
us as the servants of gol

I1 exhort you all to seek the lord
earnestly that you may know him
for yourselves I1 know that god
lives thitth it thisthia work is true that
joseph smith was a prophet of god
that brigham you ng and job n tay
lor were prophetsPropheisle of god graatat and
good men and filled with the power
of god as also are those who live
after them god revelledrevel led this work
to me when I1 was hit a child and I1
bear feordrc ord of it today do riotoot de-
pend upon parents or those around
you but know the lord for your-
selves so that you maybemay the able to
give the reason for the hope that is
within you of eternal life

president wilford woodruff
daid before the close of the

meeting I1 have a request I1 want to
make of thesethere apostles these high
priests severitiess and eldersehlers slidand
the leaser priesthood widand all the
latter day saints who have any
communion with god or with the
holy brother merrillmerrih has
been talking of revelation if there
was ever a time god made the
world that ththe in abl tants of the
earth needed revelation it is today
now the lord has givengiven us the
stick of judah the law of god to
the jewsjewa which reaches down to
our day and geigenerationaeration and which
shows us their history aniand has told
us what would cumecome to pawpass with
them and what will come to pawspass in
the future so has the lord given usu
the stick of ephraim theahe stick of
joseph in the hands of ephraim

giving the history of the
inhabitants of this conticontinentnent
and what shall take plaowin the
last days I1 hold in my handsbands
a code of book of
doctrine and covenants given to
joseph smith the prophet there
are some of the most bublisublimeme revela-
tions in that book gudgod ever gave to
any generation or to any prophet
or people under heaven this book
of revelations like other records
will go down to the end of time and
into eternity these revelations give
you the whole history of the celes-
tial kingdom of the terrestrial king-
dom and of the kingdom
of our god but we want revela-
tion every day well you say the
president of the church should give
revelation ats it isin true toethe
president holds the keyskey a of giving
revelation to the latter day saints
but is he alone to give revelationno verily dolno there is not an
apostle in this church there is18 not
an elder in this church that stands
up in this congregation to teach this
people hutbut should be full of revela-
tion there is where your revela-
tion should come from those who
teach you day by day

how many revelations did brig-
ham young give that were written
to the people very few how
many has john taylor given that
werewt re written to the people very
few how many has wilford wow
ruff givenven very few we have


