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indicated that she had been dipping
—her pen—into her own wnres. We
give it herewith:

“Whether it is ever wise to cor-
rect misrepresentation In the press
is an open guestion. As n rule, T
remnain silent, believing the truth is
mighty and will ultimately prevail,
It seems to me, however, inasmuch
as ] am not ‘a traveling agent for a
Californin wine trust,’ and inasmuch
aa the fribune has devoted a clever
editorial to ‘A Modern Hebe’ on ac-
count of this supposed agency, that I
am justified in denying this im-
Peachment. It is one thing to be-
feve that the rond to temperance in
this country lies in the substitution
of light, pure native wines at meals
for the perpendicular drinking of ar-
dent spirita between meals, and to
prepare a lecture on temperance
versud prohibition. It is gquite an-
other thing to be a drummer for “n
California wine trust”” of which I
never henrd and the existence of
whieh T doubt. I have lived too
much in Europe not to know that
the soberest nations are those that
drink wine. I have traveled too
much in prohibition States not to
know that human nature cannot be
legiginted into total abstinence. My
experience in Iowa two years ago
led me to the study of drinking in
nll ageas. Later experience in Call-
fornin has shown me how temper-
ance reform can be graduall
brought about In this country. Iflt
be ignoble to accept from the State
treasury of Californin the where-
withal to compensate me for deliv-
ering five lectures which are as
likely to be given in private as In
?uh]jc, then it is equally ignoble
or Miss Willurd to receive compen-
sation for her Inbors in behalf of the
W. C. T. U. and for Mrs. Liver
more to be pald for prohibition ad-
dresses. It may be that Mrs. Foster
settled her own bills when assisting
the republican party in the late
campaign. It may be that James
(. Blaine was also allowed to put
his hands in his open pocket, but I
don’t believe it. I doubt not the
earncst motives of these representa-
tive Americans, because they are
not supernaturally philanthropic
and do not devote themsclves to
their cause without regard to purse
or scrip. Nor do I think my past
record should warrantthe statement,
however comlpllmeutary to my ca-
pacity. that I ‘“‘can make the worse
appear the befter reason.” My
conseience has never been for
gale and never will be. With
all due deference to the Mribune, 1
never yet tried to convert others to
what wns not my own foith. I
should be a lnmentable failure If I
made the attempt. As to criticism
of California wine I leave that sub-
ject to the honornble men of that
Biate, who, appointed by the Gov-
ernol, represent the iticultural
Commission. Yours truly,—”’

The only indiention there is in
the foregoing of the now faded
brillianey of the writer is the drift
In the direction of the main chance,
which I8 Kate’s ruling passion. Bhe
has managed adroitly to get the

Tribune to insert a telling ad vertise-
ment of her Californin light wines,
the “roud to temperance’ being ac-
cording to her theory, the substitu-
tion of those heverages for the light-
ning striking liquiis swallowed by
the average American.

I Bhe also says: “My experlence in
Towa two years ago led me to the
study of drinking in all ages.”* This
is pusceptible of n double construe-
tion. It wasintended to oean in all
ages of the world, but the pubHe
Journals intimate that her practieal
opportunities for pursulng that de-
partment of knowicdge at a some-
what advanced age of life have not
been smalk EKnte I8 by no means
an infint.

————

DRIFTING TO A CLIMAX,

THE situation of affairs regard-
ing Samon 18 mpidly passing be-
yond the stage in which ‘“words,
words, words®’ are all that appear,
and jt is quite apparent that un-
less something cecurs at once to
change the prevailing . drift of
things, we might possibly, but not
very likely, have a severe, and
it might be prolonged, war with
Germany. It i8 unnecessary, even
if the disposition existed, to enact
the role of scaremonger; bold,
patent facts, and the logie of ecir-
| cumstances have apparently brought
|us to the verge of n crisis,

It is already stated in the East
withoat rescrvation, that if James
(. Bline held the place occupied |
by Thomas F. Bayard, the fiat
would have 'gone forth weeks
ago; that =as soon as it wns
known at the Department of
Btate thnt our flag hail not only
been insulted but torn down, trailed
in the dust and destroyed by Ger-
man soldlery in the very prosence
of the men it waa supposed to pro-
tect, there would have been a de-
mand for reparation both substan-
tini and sentimental made wupon
| Bismarck, and he would have been
|given only eo rauch time as was
| necessary to draft the one and count
out the other nnd get themn here hy
the most direct route. This is of
course idle and serves no other usc-
ful purpose than to show in what
direction and form publie sentiment
in this country is erystalizing. Tt is
more profitable to discuss what the
present administration may be com-
pelled to do than fo epeculate ns to
what may be the temper and incli-
nationof its successor.

It is such a state of things that
causee us to look around and sece

how well we are equipped for a

passage at Aarms with a first-clnss
power, There would beoneapparent
advantage in our favor—we would
be much nearer the bone of conten-
tion than our opponent would be—
nearer by 5,000 miles, or eounting
from our west coast 8,000 miles,
nearly a third of the earth’s cireuit
and a distance requiring mony
weeks to cover. While Germany
was making her way to the theatre
of the conflict, the United States
could ensily take possession of the
Samoan greup, take the Germans
there captive, confiscate their pro-
perty, and thoroughly fortify
the shores. That would be so
much. But suppose Germany
should not see fit to make Samoa
the battle ground? Instead of
fighting where advantages would
Le so greatly against her, suppose
she was to send hall a dozen power-
ful war ships to New York City.
Lalf a8 many to New Orleans and
half as many to Ban Francisco and
lay them under tribute for more than
those Pacific islands are worth—how
would that be? And what effectual
tneans of reslstance could be brought
to bear ngainst such a programme?
The contemplation of such a pro-
ceeding, with the awful fnct before
ug that neither of those cities is forti-
fied and must suffer great if not ir-
reparable ruin before $he German
vessels ¢ould be bought or beaten off,
is unplensant, but it is one of those
painful things against which it is
worse than folly to shut our eyes.

Through the activity nnd persist- °
ence of Becrefary Whitney, nided
largely but not adequately by Con-
gress, we have the inception of what
may become a powerful navy. 1tis
powerful now as faras it goes, but it
is only an equipment of the fourth
class, while that of Germany is in or
neat the first class, ranking fifth in
order in that graie, and on the
water nailed wessels, powerful in
every department and ample in
anmber, would give our nuecleus a
more up-hill fight than they would
have ot Bamoa.

In the late telegraphic reports
are a number of opinions from
stateemen nnd journals regarding
the situntion, the burden of whieh
is that while it is serious, war is not
inevitable. Perhaps the most sig-
nificant fenture in connection with
the whele matter is England’s dis-
claimer regarding responsibillty
jointly with the United Btates.
This gives color to the belief pre-
viously but wot widely exlstent that
there i8 a faeit if not a definite un-
derstanding between Germany and
Great Britain regarding the islands



