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DISCOURSE

APOSTLE ERASTUS SNOV|

DELIVERED

At Paris, Bear Lake Ceunty, Idaho, |
Saturday morning, August 1 0th
1884.

BY JOHN IRVINE.
——
To mopERN sects of Christendom such
doctrine as we have been hearing this
morning appears strange; itis some-
thing entirely new to them, as it was
when this doctrine was first revealed
to the Latter-day Saints, and they be-
to talk of it to one another and to
the world. |
The views heretofore entertained and
very generally taught by modern Chris-
tian sects—especially in the Protestant
world—seem to us now to have been
very narrow, very limited. The ideas
pertaining to man and his estate here
or hereafter, the objects and purposes
of his being, were extremely limited,
Their ideas of Deity and His works
were equally limited and confused.
We read in their articles of faith con-
cerning the God whom they worship
that He is without body ﬁarta or pas-
sions, and their ideas of His dwe ling
place and the sphere ot his movements
and acts seem extremely limited. No
doubt the views entertained by the
Latter-day Saints seem to them equal-
1{1 strange as theirs do to us. But
thanks be unto our Father in heaven
we are all of us endowed with the fac-
ulties of thinking for ourselves, and
that as we think, and as the t':‘;pirlt
working in us expands the understand-
ng, and enlarges the mind, we are |
able to embrace truths that are hapge-
fying to the mind, and that present be-
fore us a view of eternity, of God, His
works and His purposes concerning
His children; the objects of their be-
ing here, and the purposes of God per-
taining to them in the future, are great
and glorious to contemplate, and God
is presented before our minds as a be-
ing worthy of adoration, whose works
are beyond our present comprehension,
In the lunﬁuage of the Apostle Paul,
‘“‘Eve hath not seen, nor ear heard
neither have entered into the heart ﬂf
man, the things which God hath pre-
gﬂ.red for them that love him,”’ simply
ecause He and His works are infinite,
while we are finite and limited in our
capacities., But we look forward to a
stcady growth and development in our
powers of conception, a steady growth
and enlargement in our capabilities,
that the time may come when we may
comprehend all things, even God; be-
cause we are eternal beings as well as
He, and He has revealed unto us that
we are His offspring, and He has com- |
manded and taught us to call Him
Father. Yetthe idea of associating a
Mother with the Father is some ﬁ
new in the Christian world. Buta
Christendom have become accustomed,
parrot like, to say, **Our Father which |
art in heaven'’—repeating the prayer
Jesus taught, His disciples. But really
what this meant they scemed scarcely
-to have comprehended; to conceive
it possible that we really are of heaven~
Hﬂri gin, the children of God, and that
e is our Father in very deed, is to
them something strange and new. But |
to the Latter-day Saints who have
been born again so that they can see
the Kingdom of God, and have received
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, which
maketh manifest the mind of the
Father and the Son,—to them this
great truth is most precious, precious
to coatemplate, and it is an inexpresi-
ble privilege to be able to draw n
unto Him and say ‘‘Our Father” in
simplicity and faith, knowing that He
is indeed our Father and that we are
His children. And immediately this
great truth is impressed wupon our
minds we very naturally begin to asso-
ciate with it the idea of mother. This
is a natural result of our knowledge
and experience of human affairs; that
earthly tabernacles owe their origin to
mother as well as to father; that the
two principles are associated together,
and that by the union of the two princi-
Jes, male and female, God has or-
Sained an increase, not alone to his
children but to all other branches of
the animal kingdom—every beast of
the field and fowl of the air, and every
living thing, and to the plants,
the trees, and the fruits and the vege-
tablcs——t,he two principles geing hand.
in hand together. Without the two
principles being thus united there is
no increase. ther, we are taught
that things on earth are ugﬁnnlzed after |
the pattern of heavenly things. Need
it, therefore, be a marvel and a wender
to the world that we should irresisti-
bly be carried forward to this conclu-
sion—that if we have a Father in heav-
en we have also a Mother there, andh
that the effusion of our gifted poetess
(Sister Eliza R. Snow Smith) on this
subject is truly the revelation of a
great and noble truth to us. .

Now, the religious world—I refer
now to modern Christian sects, whose
minds seemed to have been limited in
reaching out after the things of God-—
has seemed to imagine that these re-
lationships of the sexes were all of a
temporary character and carnal, and
go so far as to say they are absolutely
evil and must be sooner or later done
away with. The larger minds among
them admit the n&ceaslt{. but regard it
as a4 temporary necessity to populate
the earth, and yet we have some relig-
ious sects who regard marriage and
the union of the sexes and procrea-
tion as a curse, an evil, and some for-

bid to marry aftﬂgethEr, though there
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:ﬂlﬁ}ﬁﬂt Prophets and Apostles, or any-
of which we have any knowledge, that
can justify such conclusions.
ble tells us that when God orzanized
the earth and the fulness thereof, and

which God has revealed to man,
he Bi-

laced our first parents, Adam and
ve, upon it, He commanded them to
mnﬁ:lp y and replenish the earth; that
He brought the woman to the man
gave her to him to be his wife, an
said they tw.in should be one flesh.
Jesus referring to this fact in His
teachings when He was upon the earth
said, that for this cause a man should
leave father and mother and cleave un-
to his wife, and they twain should be
one flesh, And then ap; lying this and
uainﬁilt. as against divorce and separa-
tion He said, ““What God hath joined
gether lev no man put asunder.” If
God has joined them together and
commanded them to multiply and re-
lenish the earth let no man attempt
separate them. The Latter-day
Saints, therefore, are drawn irresisti-
bly to this conclusion—that the union
of the sexes is ordained of God, not
alone in time, but through all eternity,
and that separation and divorceare an
abomination in the sight ot God, and
wherever they occur it-is an evidence
of sin, the evideice that evils abound
and they are victims of thes evils---that
God hath not properly joined them to-
ﬁit er; if so, the power of Satan and
ness,sin and evil,bave so wrought
upon them as to bricg about a separa-
tion, which God hates; and this 18

true in relation to eternfty as well as

time, for there is no excertion and no |

With
rinci-

le the Apostle Paul says that the man
8 not without the woman, nor the wo-
man without the man, in the Lord.

limitation to this rule and Jaw,

That is, in the eternal power and God-

head the two prineiples must neces-
sarily be connected to accomplish the
objects and purposes of their being;
that they cannot attain to exaltation
Elury otherwise. This is also sct

by Moses in the history of the

first part of Genesis, when,the Father

said unto the Gods that were with
Him,'*Let us make man in our image,”’
and t

image of God.
created he him: male and female crea-
ted he them.”’ This is the language

hey went to and made man in the

“In the image of God

we find in Genesis used by Moses to
illustrate this great truth. *‘‘In.the
image of God created he him; male
and female created he them.'” That

being the case—that they were createdy

both male and female and in the like-
ness of the Godhead—can we come to
a other conclusion than that the

ead is composed of the two same
principles—male and female—and that
the Apostle Paul comprehended this

truth when he said that the woman
was not without the man, nor the man | reign on the earth.”
without the woman,in the Lord. Mo-
dern Christians reter ‘o an instance

where the Sadducees undertook to
cross question our Savior in regard to
some of His teachings. They referred
toan instance when they brought be-
fore Him the woman who had had sev-
en husbands. They said unto Him:

If a man die, having
brother shall marry his wife, and raise up
seed unto his brother.

Now there were with us seven brethren:
and the first, when he had married a wife,
deceased, and, having no issue, left his wife
unto his brother:

Likewise the second also, and the third,
unto the seventh.

And last of all the woman died also.
Wherefore in the resurrection whose wife
;ha.ll she be to the seven? for they all had

er.

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do

err, not knowing thé Scriptures nor the
powerof God, :

For in the resurrection Lhe% neitﬁer
MAITY, nor are given in marriage, but are as
the angels of God in heaven.

This text of Scripture has been
seized upon by modern Christians as

an evidence that there are no unions of
ﬂ]:.iiﬁ Kind, and that the sacred r:lation-
8

ﬁmse who have read -carefully

of husband and wife will be alto-
er abolished in the world to cunﬁ?.
this
text, and wmany other instances in
which the Pharisees and chief priests
and others questioned the Savior and
sought to entrap Him, willadmire, in
the wise answers He zave them at
different times, the wisdom with
which He thwarted thewr schemes.
They tried to catch Him on one ocea-
sion on the law of Moses regarding
adultery. They brought to Him a wo-
man taken in the act of adultery, and

uoted to Him the commandment of

oses that she should be stoned to
death,and asked I1im what they should
do with her. This they did tv catech
Him and find something whereby they
could accuse Him of preaching con-
trary to the law. But He answered
them wisely, saying, ‘‘He that is with-
out sin let him cast the first stone.”
He did not attempt to abrogate the
law, but He knew full well that they
were not worthy to administer it; He
knew that they were polluted, and that
they were not the fit ones to execute
the law. Consequently His wise an-
swer caused them to look one upon
another; each one waited for the other
to sling the first stone; each one began
to consider his own ways and inquire
whether he was ready and willing to
take upon himself the responsibility of
casting the first stone; and one after
another hegian to shp away in shame
and confusion until the woman was
left alone. The Savior's answers to
those who were all the time trying to
against Him—some-
whereof they might accuse Him
before the judges—were always wisely
His answer to the Sadducees

ted as havingseven husbands was
kind. Whether

no children, his

' or not we are left altogether to conjec-

ture. There seems to he no historical
fact touching the matter—only the
| story which tﬁey told to the Savior on
this occasion.” The parties were all
| dead. None of them could speak for
themselves. Hence it could not be
known whether thﬁ{u spoke the truth,
or whether the whole thing was a
story they had invented for the pur-
pose of trying to catch the Savipr in
His words and entangle Him in His
doctrines. Suffice it to say that His
answer was as wise ‘and as good and
as true as the other answer which He
rave in the case of the woman taken
f:ﬂ.dnlt.ery and in many other similar
instances: that parties such as this
woman ang her seven husbands had no
claim u each other in eternity, for
the simple reason that they were like
the rest of the world who had married
wives and perhaps raised children or
perhaps not in this state of mortality,
without having entered into the new
and everlasting covenant,without cver
having formed these associatio., a.d
had them confirmed in heav and
sealed upon them for time a = orall
eternity; that, therefore, r coven-
ants and utiif:atiﬂus to other per-
tain to this life, ter . ¢ with this
life, and do not ¢. into eternity
and that such pir will not be found
to be joined t» -+ 'cr and married for
eternity in ta: rcsurrection, but will
EE simply angels and servants and not

ods. |

These truths and ﬂinciples are clear-
ly set forth to the Latter-day Saints in
the revelations contained in the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants on celes-
tial marriage wherein this new and
everlastingeovenant is revealed to us;
so that all old things are done away in
this new anc everlasting covenant
which God has revealed for His people;
this covenant wherein thsse that are
found worthy and faithful before God
can be sealed together for time and
eternity according to authority given
from the Father to seal on earth and
seal in heaven.

In connection with this suabject,
there are many things that might be
said, but time would not suffice. But
I will refer to what is said in the Scrip-
tures concerning the Kingdoms which
| the Lord has prepared for His children.
In the Revelitions of St. John our
Savior is spoken of as “‘King of l{inﬁa,
and Lord of Lords:;” that when He
‘shall come in the glory of His Father
the second time to reign upon the
‘earth, many shall come to reign with
Him. n in another place in the
‘Revelations of St. John it is said,
**Thou wast slain, and thou hast re-
| deemed us to God by Thy blood ou? of
every kindred, and tongue, and people,
| and nation; and has made us unto our
God kings and priests: and we shall
I call atten:ion to
this term *“‘reign:’’ because the Lord
has appointed kingdnma and domin-
ions unto those who are found worthy
of this great glory and exaltation—this
new and everlasting covenant reaching
thmuEh time and through all eternity.
And the question suggests itself to the
mind—wherein shall these kingdoms
consist? If Jesus is to be King of
Kings and.Lord of Lords, and He has
man kinﬁ under Him, and Priests of
the Most High God, wherein shall con-
sist their separate, individual king-
doms and dominions? Shall they at-
tain unto kingdoms and dominions in
a legitimate and proper way without
encroaching npon one another, or shall
they attain unto kingdoms and domin-
ions after the fashion of many of the
rulers of the earth who gain power and
dominion by conquest? When we con-
template that order is heaven’s first
law, that all things are governed by
law, that the most beautiful order
reigns throughout all the works of God,
in all His dominions, bothin the great-
er and lesser: when we contemplate
that there is no Kingdom without
space, and no space without a king-
dom, and that in all His kingdoms and
dominions there is the most perfect
order, the most exact regularity in the
movements of all the material worlds,
the most exact regularity in all the
minutest things ot earth—and through-
out the vast extent of space so far as
the mind of man can penetrate, or that
we can behoald with the natural eye or
with the most powerful telescopes, we
find this same beautiful order—we
must naturally expect the same beau-
tiful order perpetuated in all Hiz works
and in the exaltation of His children.
Things on earth are a pattern of hea-
venly things. Jesus taught his disci-
ples to pray,‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is done in
We look forward to behold-
mE in eternity on a grand scale that
which we behold now on earth in
minature. But here upon earth every
father and mother, being the authors
of the tabernacles of their children,
are held responsible for their rearing
and guidance. In them they have joy,
and with which a famll{ government
or organization is established, and as
they multiply their dominions are en-
| larged; but no one has the right 1o the
works of another, to the offspring of
another, to the government and con-
trol of another’s family, but each is
held responsible for his own.

Now, if the children of mea pu
their spirits and exercise faith before
God until they are permitted to enter
into the new and everlasting covenant,
thef will then have these blessings
sealed npon them for time and eternity
—that is husbands and wives will be
united together, children sealed unto

arents for time and all etermty, and
n the resurrection they will rise in the
saire capacity, united together, and
continue this relationship, and multi-
faly ad infinitum, We sece herein a
oundation laid for dominion, enlarge-

|

heaven.”

js nothing in the sacred writings of the ! there was any truth in what they said | ment, exaltation anq eternal lives, or

the perpetuation of lives. Herein are
keys of power pertaining to the new
and everlasting covenant, keys of
Priesthood, which God conflrms upo.
those whom He finds faithful and true,
that they have power to perpetuate
their off spring forever and ever. Here-
in is the foundation laid, then, for
those kingdoms that we read of, that
they may be multiphetd indefinitely.

' But the extent of these works none

can comprehend at present. Shall we
ever seeto the end of them? 1 do not
understand that we ever shall, for the
reason that there will be no end. God

romised Abraham that his seed should

¢ as numerous a8 the stars in the hea-
vens, and as the sands upon the sea-
shore—innumerable. Possibly such a
thing as numbering the sands upon the
sea shore might become afact: I will
not say that it could not, if the life-
time of man was sufficient to count the
grains of sand; but as to the stars in
the heavens tfwy are absolutely in-
numerable., True, so far as the narrow
vision of our minds is concerned a
few thousands of them appearing in
the firmament of the heavens might be
numbered by man; but when we con-
sider that there is no bound to space
and no space without a kingdom, we
cannot reach the end of it. God
promised to Abraham that his seed
should be like the stars in the heavens
—absolutely innumerable, This is not
to be attained at once, in a few ye . rs,
but through the ceaseless rounds of
eternity; and what was true of Abra-
ham may be true of others in the same
way. But herein is the mystery of
godliness pertaining to this endless in-
crease in the worlds to come. 1In this
life mortal man bezets uﬁaprinF, mor-
tal woman brings forth offspring, the
united fruit of their bodies, in mortal-

ltif. This mortality is impregnated
with the seeds of death, dissolution
and decay, and it perishes. Itisalaw
that has gone forth that man must die,
because £in has entered into the world,
and @eath by sin. But how will it be
in relation to man in his exalted, im-
mortal and eternal state? If there is
to be a union of the male and female,
in the new and everlasting covenant
and a perpetuation of the lives, wiﬂ
these lives be spiritual or will they be
temporal?—will they be mortal or will
they be immortal? Reasoning from
analo the questioning individual
would say, all examples on this earth
show that mortality begets mortality
and by the sd¢me rule of reasoning, will
not immortality beget immortality?

To answer these questions would re-

uire more time than is allotted to me
this morning. But in a few words1
will refer you again to a revelation in
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants
wherein the Lord speaks concerning
these things and says of His works
that they were first spiritual and aiter
that temporal, **which is the beginning
of my works,” saith the Lord. [See
Doc. and Cov. Fection 29,verses 30-32.]

DBut remember that all my judgments are
not given unto men: and as the words have
ne forth out of my mouth, even so shall
they be fulfilled, that the first shall be last,
and that the last shall be first in all things
whatsoever I have created by the word of
mi: power, which is the power of my Spirit ;
"or by the power of my Spirit c¢reated I
thn:al : vea, all things both gpiritual and tem-
poral :

Firstly, spiritual — secondly, temporal
which 1s the beginning of my work; anc
again, firstly, temlmml—and secondly,spirit-
ual, which is the last of my work.

1 understand, then, that immortal
beings are endowed with spirit, and
that the blood flowing in the veins of
mortal beings is not to be found in
immortal beings. When we refer to
the death of our Savior and His resur-
rection, we find that his blood was
shed for the sins of the world; the
earth drank his blood, not alone from
the wounds that were inflicted upon
His hands and feet when He was nail-
ed on the cross, but from that made by
the spear that pierced the region of the
heart, that let out his heart’s blood
and caused a complete drain of blood
from His system, which is the natuaral
live of man, and from which his mort-
al tabernacle is built up. Physiologists
recognize this truth: that by the cir-
culation of the blood the waste of the
system is replenished by deposits in
every part of the system, whereby it
is built up, and every portion organ-
ized. For this reason God forbade the
ancients to eat flesh with the blood,
forbade their eating beasts that were
strangled, but justified their eating
clean beasts if their blood was tirst
saed upon the ground.

Now, it was this blood, infected
with the seeds of mortality,and death,
created in our first parents by eating
the forbidden fruit, that enabled them
to beget mortal offspring and which
laid the foundation for discase and
death., But the immortal man is freed
from these elements of mortality—
freed from this circulating fluid—and
is filled with a more refined enduring
element, called spirit, and therefore,
that which is begotten by this immor-
tal being is EpTrit instead of mortal
tabernacles, and herein is the perpet-
uation of lives, and an endless in-
crease, and this is the first estate of
man, namely a spiritual estate. The
second estate of man is the estate
wherein those spirits are clothed upon
with tabernacles in mortality. Their
next estate is that in which their
spirits will be clothed upon with im-
mortalicy; but that immortality is in
the form and likeness of mortality, as
was our Savior after His resurrection
when he showed himself to his disci-
ples. They querried about Him. Some
thought it was a spirit that had ap-

them: “Behold my hands and my feet,
that it is I myself; handle me, and see;

for a spirit hath not flesh and bones,
as you see me have,” And to convince

S

them still further He called for some-
thing to eat ** “And they'gave him a
piece of a boiled fish, and of an honey-
comb, Andhe took it and did eat be-
fore them.” So that we see that an
immortal being could eat mortal food,
or food of this earth; for according to
that which is written, it appears our
Savior did eat upon this occasion, and

et there is no intimation that he had

lood. But the Secriptures tell us He
was quickened by the spirit. And the
revelations upon this subject—speak-
ing of the resurrection—say that thosc
who have kept a celestial law will in
the resurrection be quickened with the
celestial spirit and be raised celestial
bodies; that those who have Kept u
terrestrial law will be quickened by
that spirit and raised terrestrial bodics ;
and that those who have kept a telest-
ial law will be guickened by that
spirit and raised telestial bodies, eve-
ry one inhus own order; correspond-
ing with the words of the Apostle
Paul, that Christ was the first truits,
and that every one will be raised in his
own order.

Time does not permit further en-
largement upon this subject; but these
truths are unlocked to the mind by
the use of those Kkevs which God has

iven pertaining to the new and ever-
asting covenant. Blessed are we if
we are able to receive them and abide
in them and not allow the envy of the
world not its hatred to turn us from
them; for these blessings promised to
those who keep the commandments of
God are beyond all price. The pride
and vanity of the world, the wealth
thereol, even the possession of the
whole world—if it were in our power
to obtain it—are not to be compared
with the riches of eternal life, the per-

etuation of the lives, which the Lord
as in store for those that are found
worthy.

May God help us toabide in the truth
and maintain our integrity unto the
end—honor God and keep the cove-
nants we have made with Him and
one; another, that we may inherit
111 this glory, through Jesus Christ,

men

-
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ANALYSIS OF DRY CANYON
WATER.

NOT ESSENTIALLY DETRIMENTAL TO
HEALTH.

UNIVERSITY OF DESERET,
SALT LAkE CITY,
October 6th, 1884,

Editor Deseret News:

A few months ago a number of our
citizens were considerablyldisquieted
because of a report that the water is-
suing from Dry Cafon and used as
drinking water by residents of the
north bench was so impure as to be

peared unto them. But he said uanto

dangerous to the health of those drink-
ing it.

To obtain something definite in re-
gard to the matter, at the request of
several interested parties, an analysis
of the Dry Cahon water 2as been made
with the results as given below,

THE WATER WAS COLLECTED

in July, 1884, One sample was taken
from the stream in the left-hand fork,
another from the stream in right-hand
fork, and a third sample from the main
streami—a combination ef the two from
the forks. The water was clear and
hacd no unplensant taste, and was ac-
companied with no fetid odor.

THE ELEMENTS

The sample from the left-hand fork
contained in one gallon twenty=-two and
nine hundred and twenty-five thous-
andths (22.925) grains of solid matter,
consisting of the following substances:

Chlorine, sulphuric acid, ecarbon:c
acid, nitric acid, phosphoric acid (lit-
tle more than a trace), lime,magnesia,
s_ci{]ium,pnt.assium,aiumma,lrun oxide,
silica.

The water from the right-hand fork
holds in solution thirty-five and tive
tenths (35.5) grains of solid matter in
one gallon.

The third sample obtained from the
main stream has in one gallon, thirty
four and five-tenths (34.5) grains of
saline substances made up for the same
constituents as were found in the,water
from the left-hand fork.

Of the thirty-four and five-tenths
(34.5) grains of solids per zallon in the
third sample,thirteen and one hundred
and twenty-five thounsandths (13.125)
crains are thrown down on boiling,
leaving stilljinsolution but twenty-one
and three hundred and seventy-tive
thousandths (21.875) grawns.

The amounts of lime, magnesia and
sulphuric acid per gallon were found
to be as follows

Grains per gal.
I‘imc T YR TETEE R R R RN R R AL B L -71.4.1-2
Magnesia.... crsvessnnnenes,d. 344
Sulphuric acideecssaseresecens 6,200

IT IS GENERALLY CONCEDED

that when there is no more than thirty
or forty grains of solid mateer per gal-
lon in water, no 1njury results ifrom its
use as drinking water on accouat of
the quantity of solid matter. In cases
however, where one or two substances
constitute almost the entire solid
matter there is a probability of the
water's acting injuriously on the hu-

man system. For instance, when
there is considerable sulphurie acid
or & large quantity of Jime present,
there may be fears entertainea with
respect to the constant use of the wa-
ter. Magnesia may de held in solu-
tion m too great amount, and some-

times gillca and iron oxide are in ex-
cess of the limit for health.



