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we have assembled ourselves to-
gether this afternoon according to our
usual custom to worship the lord our
god audand to partake of the lordssupper in commemoration of the death
and sufferings of our great redeemer
in this manner we show forth his death
until he comes by attending to this
ordinance and all other ordinances
and institutions of the kingdom of god I1

we witness before god before angels
andan before one another that we are his
disciples

jesus is the only name given under
heaven by whom salvation can come
there is no other being or name no
other person appointed no individual
that has received authority to open up
the way of salvation to the human
family only our lord and savior jesus
christ itisit Is he in whom the latter
day saints believe itisit is he whom we
worship we also worship the father
in his namoname it is the gospel which he
has revealed which we have received
it is the holy ghost which the father
bestowsbestonsbestows upon the children of men
through bibbis name by which we are
sanctified and made pure in heart

the gospel of the son of god is not a
doctrine of late invention but it is an
old doctrine a doctrindoctrineet that was made
manifest in the beginning it has been
taught jn4 evelevereveryj dispensation and all
that were saved inin the daysdabs of adam
enoch abrahamabrahami moses or the pro-
phets as well as in the days of christ
and since his day were saved through
belief in the son ofbf god and in his
gospel this great plan was revealed
to mankind in the early ages of the
world as well as in the meridian of
time

the same gospel thannasthat was preached by
the apostolecapostlesApost leelec was also preachedreached by the
ancient patriarchs anyand antediluvians
the same gospel that was preached in
the days of the apostles is also preached
now to the latter day saints there
hasteenhas been a variety of dispensationsdispensation of
this gospel made manifest to the hu-
man family we have had in addition
to the law of the gospel many ordinan-
ces and institutions given to the children
of men suited to their particular cir-
cumstancescum stances and to the conditions in
which they were placed

in the days of moses for instance
certain laws and ordinances were re-
vealed from heaven suited to the con-
dition of that people but they had the
gospel preached to them before the law
of carnal commandments was revealed
hence paul says in his epistle to the
hebrews the gospel was preached to
them as well as unto us that is to
those who were in the wilderness with
moses they had the gospel but it did
not profit them says paul not being
mixed with faith in them that heard it
hence they had to be dealt with and
chastised for their unbelief and rebel-
lion the lord had to afflict them
cutting many of them off and swearing
in hishia wrath that they should not enter
into his rest I1

the gospel was also preached to abra-
ham the same gospel by which the
heathensheathersheathens were saved in the days of the
apostles waswaa known and preached in the
days afi abraham the same gospel
that according to the testimony of thenew testament brought life and im-
mortality to light was preached before
the days of abraham to enoch audand
through understanding the principles of
that gospel his faith in the principles of
immortality and eternal life became rsoQ
strong thatthi hho was translatedand taketakenn
to heaven without seeing death

in these latter times the lord darur
god has condescendeddescendedconeon to send a dispen-
sation of his gospegospel1 to the human cami
lyy you may enquire what is the
purpose the lorlord has in view in
sending the gospel in thisthi age have
we not here the bloks thatthae contain the
gospel of the son of god as it waswaa
preached in ancient times have we
not here the word of the living god by
which the people were saved before and
after christ came and if they could
be saved in those different dispensa
eions iniii the early agesagea of thothe world and
in the meridian of time why should the
lord rrevealveal another despendispensation of
thisthia famefamo gospel to the human family
I1 know that these enquiries ariseariae more
or less in thetho mindainird of individualsindividual I1have often heard them in traveltravelingluging

w VM W r Tamong0 g tilethe variovaliovariousus nationsn of the earthafiwhene ti the gospel isas revealed in the
book of mormon has been presentedresented

itoto the gopiecoplepeople and theybeyt have tbeeneen told
that god0d has commenced another dis-
pensationpensa tion of the same gospel they
would immediately enquire what is
the use of it we have the gospel by
which the ancients were saved reveal-
ededthathe new testament and why do
you bring us another dispensation of
it let me reply to this aandn d say a few
wordsin relation to the jobjeobjectctsaydanand pur-
poses

ur
that our ratherfather in heaven has4

bad ipin view in revealing the gospel
afresh to the children of men

if it had not been for the great apos
tacy after the apostles had preached the
gospel during which the last vestige of
the church of jesus christ was rooted
out of the earth by the wickedness of
the children of men if it had not been
that the priesthood was taken from the
earth and the power to preach the ever-
lasting gospel in its fullness bad ceased
among the nations I1 do not know that
there would have been any necessity
whatever for another revelation of the
gospel and its gifts blessings and pow-
ers and thehe priesthood and apostleship
in the latter days but I1 think it can
be proved beyond the power of contro-
versy or reasonable contradiction that
the gospel of the son of god as it was
preached in the days of the apostles
has been enentirelytirey rooted out from among
men I1 do not mean the letter of it we
havehava that in part but lueanamean the pow-
er to preach it and to administer its
ordinances the power to build up the
church and kingdom of god the power
to speak in the name of the lord the
power which characterized the ancient
servants of the living god the power
which rested on the inspired apostles
by they could call upon god and
receive revelation from heaven thatpower has been rooted out from the
earth A form has been left it is true
in faetafact a great many forms but what is
the form without the power what
for instance is the use of preaching
baptism for the remission of sins to the
human family if there is no person
authorized and ordained from god to
administer baptismsm to those who believe
and repent none at all people might
go forth and preach baptism from age
to age and from generation to genera-
tion but who could be baptized or
what would be the use of it unless
there were authority to administer the
ordinance

what use would be the lordslorda supper
of which we are now partaking ifff we
should go and preach it all the days of
our lives provided there were no per-
sons authorized to administer the ordi-
nance none at all they could not
partake of the ordinance acceptably be-
fore god we could not receive the
ordinance of baptism for the remission
of sins unless there were some person
sent by new revelation to administer
this ordinance to us

again what use would be the ardi
the laying on of hands in con-

firmationfir as it was performed in the
daysondays of the ancientclentelent apostles thisinathis is a
part of the gospel asus well as faith and
repentance what use is it unless there
is a man called of god to lay on handsbands
and confirm the gift of the holy ghost
upon the heads of baptized believers as
warwagbadonedone anciently

here is the great question between
the latter day saints and the whole
christian worldworlds it isis one of the great
fundamental principlespieaplea at sue between
us and the whole world and it is
something of the greatest importance
it is19 not queone of the ntnonn essentials but it
is something that concerns the whole
human family no matter whether they
are relirellreligiousalous deoppeoplele or irreligious
whether believers in the bible or
lievers or whether they are of this that
or the other sect this is not the quest
tion but the great question is has god
authority among the nations to preach
utoitoto baptize to a the sacrament
to confirm by the laying on of bandshands for
the giftifo of the holy ghost to lay hanhandsdsleon the sieksick and command them in the
hiamefiamename of jesus christ to be healed as
they did in ancient days or has he not
if he has not we may preach until
dooms day and our preaching will not
save us in the of the glory of the
heavenly worlds we may baptize and
our baptisms will not be recorded in the
heavens we may administer the sa-
cramentcramecr titfit but god will never receive the
nutauthorityhorty by which it is administered
and it will not be recorded in thetiie behalf
of the individuals who received it from
unauthorized hands

bilat testimony have we that there
hashaa been nodo authority for many gener-
ations or fromfroni the days of the ancient
apostles until the present century
have we any evidence in relation joto
tillsthis matter we are lorrysorryborry tota say that
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to believe that aaidaidarknesskness lhasa truly
reigned over the inhabitants of the
carthandeartearthhandand hressgressgrobsgross darkness hasbaa filled their
minds we will present a little testi-
mony before this assembly this after-
noon on this subject but as it is a sub-
ject with which you are well acquainted
we need not dwell upon it long

one of the greatest evidences that
can be offered that authority to preach
the gospel and administer in its ordi-
nances has ceased from the days of the
apostles down to the present time is
that which is acknowledged by the
whole christian world catholic and
protestant namely that the days of re-
velation have ceased that the canon of
scripture is closed and full

now supposing we admit this for the
sakeeake of reasoning a little while on the
subject admit that after the apostles
fell asleep there was no further revela-
tion that the canon of scripture was
closed up at the end of the first cen-
tury of the christian era if we admit
this you see the dilemma into which
the whole world is plunged no man
can receive the priesthood and authori-
ty to administer either in word in
doctrine or in ordinanceordinancess wlwithoutthout nnewew
revelation from heaven shallshail I1 prove
ilit let me refer you to the testimony
of paul in the epistle to the hebrews
wherein he says that no man
this honor to himself except hebe be called
of god as was aaron turn over to the
book of exodus if you wish to learn
how aaron was called god in the
first place by his own voice and by
the ministration of an angelangal called his
servant moses raised him up as a great
and mighty prophet gave him authori-
ty from the heaheavens to administer inthein the
name of the lord and then gave him
revelation and commandment to call
his brother aaron god pokespoke to moses
on that occasion and told him that his
brother aaron should be a minister and
that he should set apart aaron unto the
priesthood and that he should have
powerower to go in and out before the chil-
drenn of israel and that behe should wear
the breastplate containing the arim

and Thum mim so that he could enquire
in behalf odtheof the children of israel and
judge between man and man

was aaron called in any other way
but by new revelation through the pro-
phet moses he was not can any
man receive the priesthood only by re-
velation can he receive his calling in
anyway wherein god does not comeomcommu-
nicate

m u
himself by new revelation from

heaven I1 answer no no no man
can assume the priesthood and the
power thereof and officiate therein un-
less he be called as this man of god was
called in the days of moses

admit then that the canon of scrip-
ture was closed when john therecethe reve-
lator received his gospel after he re-
turned from the isle of patmos and
that when the apostles passed from the
earth communication between earth
and heaven was closed who could be
their successors no individual could
hold the office or receive it unless god
sentney revelation from heaven popoint-
ing

nt
out by name the individual upon

whom the authority and calling to
preach and administer in his name
should rest

if revelations were given in the
second third fourth fifth or any of the
following centuries where are those
revelations they are not in the bible
can we find them among the records of
the roman catholics no what do
we find there according to the testi-
mony of their bishops archbishopsarchbishops and
most learned men they believe in no
newdew revelation but they take for their
guide the traditions and revelations
that have been handed down to them
we judge them out of their own
mouths if there have been no revela-
tions given to the catholic church aaas
they themselves testify in their writ-
ings then there has been no pope
called to sit in the chair of st peter no
bishops nor archbishopsarch bishops to act in the
plapiaplaceseesces of the ancient apostles and they
areaare allailI1 impostors perhaps I1 ought to
qualify that sayinghasing a little Thethereremaymay
have been some of them who were very
sincere in following the traditions of
their fathers and who received the
priesthood among the catholics with
all the sincerity that characterized somebome
of the heathen priests in receiving their
priesthood from their fathers but
sincerity does not prove authority and
we hayebayehaye their own testimony that all
authority was cut off from them and
tbtthat there was no manroan designated hyby
name through revelation ioto occupy the

of atst peterpetey in rome
again come down to about three

centuries aago0 when the first reformers
caniecame ontoutbutauaudaddd began to testify and pro-
test Ragainst the mother church and
what db they exhibit Wearewe are hunting
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forfoi authauthorityorlay 1 they havebave invented
articles 0off faialfalthfaith and these alone are the
basis of their authorityantauthorityhority aaAs a sample
we may take the church of england in
the days of kingeing henry the eighth
we may also take the formersreformersEe on the
continent of europe under martin
luther calvin and various other great
reformers men no doubt who were
sincere and who did much good among
the people but let us hear their testi-
mony they declare also that the can-
on of scripture is full in this respect
they follow in the tracks of the oldola

mother they exclaim no revela-
tion no voice of god no inspired pro-
phet or apostle no communications
with the heavens no ministration of
angels

well then what have you got oh
we have the scriptures of the old and
new testament but the scriptures do
not call you to administer in the ordi-
nances of the gospel the scriptures
did not name you martin luther nor
you john callipcalvin nor any of you eere
formers as the individuals to go forth
to baptize the people and establish the
kingdom of god ohioh but says one

the scriptures tell us to go into all the
world and preach the gospegospel tto0 every
creature they do nnotot tell bouanyyou any
such thing that commission was
given to men who lived 1800 years
ago it did not mean paul Timottimothyby
titus or barnabas but it meant the
eleven men and them only

but says one did they not have
others to assist them yes but they
did not act by virtue of that commis-
sion chichiweicht jesus gave to his apostles
just before he ascended to the presence
of his father that applied to the in-
dividualsdividuals to whom he spoke and to no
others paul could have hadbad no author-
ity to preach or baptize until the day
otof hisbis death if god had not given a new
revelation to that effect timothy
never could have acted and baptized
until the day of his death without be-
ing ordained by the spirit of prophecy
and by the laying on of handsbands as we
arean informed in the new testament
barnabas never could have gone forth
among the people as an apostle for he
was an apostle though not one of the
twelve and acted in connection with
the apostle paulfaul unless the holy ghost
had said separate to me barnabas and
saul for the work of the ministry unto
which I1 have called them it requir-
ed new revelation and if no man
could act even in the days of the apos-
tles on the old commission given to the
eleven howchow much less can people act
upon it who live 1500 or 1800 yearsyara after
who undertake to pick it epandup and say
we are authorized to preach under this
commission because those eleven men
were authorized

what would you think americans
citizens of this great republic if some
man in great britain should take it into
his head to come over here to this coun-
try of ours to represent the inhabitants
of great britain and when you ask him
for his authority oh says he I1 have
received no new commission my gov-
ernment did not commission me to come
to america to act as minister plenipo-
tentiarytent iary we again ask bimby what
authority then do you present yourself
before this great republicBepublic you mustmur
of course pretend to some authority
oh yes says he but I1 have no new

commission I1 have an old one given to
one of my predecessors one given to a
man dead and gone I1 happened to
have access to his writings and papers
and finding his commission I1 put it into
my pocket and came here to act as min-
ister 11

now would you not think hebe had left
his country because he was insane
would you acknowledge his authoauthorityricy
no would god acknowledge theauthe au-
thority of a man who assumed
under an old comeomcommissionmission given to people
who have laid in their graves ginewinesome
eighteen centuries no if we notact in
the name of the father son and Holy
ghost in administering the great andind sa-
cred ordinance of baptism wbwe mmusti be
commissioned by the father the son
and the holy ghost to do this work ofor
else it would be blasphemy and wicked-
ness in the extreme not only in those
who administer but in those who
suffer themselves to be deceived and re-
ceive the ordinance from their hands

it is a testimony thenchento to us when both
the catholics and the protestants dinallin aliailall
the various sects rise up and tell us mitwit
the canon of scripture iais full anandd blohlosed

and when they present us ar-
ticles

ir
of laithfaith und say here are sixty six

books in the old and ne testaments
and you must not receive revelation
from god only as it isis contained in thesetheses
sixty six books 1114theresiasThereliaseljas been no
new revelation silice noio new commis-
sion no newdew authority no volee oftf an-
gels no voice of god no inspiration no


