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THE QUIET HOUSE.

O, mothers, worn nnd-Weary,
With cares which never cease,
With never time for pleasure,
With days that have no peace,
With Jittle hands to hinder
And feeble steps to guard,
With taske that lic utfinished.
Deem not your lot too hard.

1 know a house where childish things
Are hidden out of sight;
Wherenever sound of littie feet
s howi d from morn till night;
No tiny hands that fRst uno,
That pull things all awry,
No haby hurts to pity
As the quiot days g0 by'.

The house s «ll in order )
And free from tiresonic noise,
No moments of confusion,
No seattered, broken toys;
And the children’s little garments
Are never sofled or torn,
Bat are lald away for ever
Juet 18 they last were worn.

And she, the sad-eyed mother,
What would she give today

Lo feel your cares and burdens,
To walk your weary way!

Ah, happicst en all this earth,
Could she again but see

The rooms all strewn with playthinga
And the children ‘rvund het knee!

THE BANNOCK STAKE OF ZION.

BY ANDREW JENSON.

Feb. 4, 1884, the Bannock Ward was
organized into a Btake of Zion, under
the name of Bannock Stake, with
Thomas E. Ricks as President, and
Wilham F. Rigby and Francia C. Gun-
nell as his {Sounselors.

April 26, 1884, the first Btake quar-
terly conference was held at Rexburg,
on which gceasion Rexburg was orga-
Dized as a Ward, with Thomas E.
Ricks, jun., as Bishop and John L.
Roberts” and Andrew 8. Anderson as
his Counselors.

May 13, 1884, the first erop report of
the Stake was takeu, showing a total
of 1,582 acres of lund planted during
that spring. .

April 30, 1883, the population of the
Stake, as shown by 1he statistical re-
port, had increased to 875 souls. :

May 30,1884, A postles Wilford Wood -
ruff and Heber J. Grant arrived at
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Rexburg, where they preached to the
Saints on May 381st aud Junelst. On
the 5th of June they met with the
Sairts at Lyman, and organized that
branch intv a4 Ward—the second Ward
of the Btake. On the 9th they visited
theSainta between the North Teton and
Henry’s Fork, and organized them into
a Ward ecalled Wilford, On the 10th
they organized the Teton Ward, and on
the 11th Parker Ward, meeting with
the Baints at these places.

July 31, 1884, the second statistical
report of the Stake showed the tutal
number of 8aints to be 1,420.

At the second guarierly conference,
held at Rexburg, Aug. 16, 1884, at
which Presideuts John Taylor, George
J. Cannon and A postles F. M, Lyman
and George Teasdnle were present, the
following brethren were c¢hosen as
members of the Higzh Couneil of the
Bannock Stake of Zion: Austin G.
Green, David Robison, Alexander N.
Btephens, James H. Mason, Brigham
Ricks, Heber Ricks, Phineus Tempest,
William Troop, George H. B. Hurris
and George D. Black; alternate mem-
bers: Andrew A. Anderson, William
J. Young, Charles Keppner and Ed-
mund Paul,

Al these brethren wereonlaine] and
set aparL to their respective offices, at
once, except Thomas Brown and
Casper Bteiner, who, being absent,
were nol set apart until Qct. 18, 1884,
when a Priesthovd meeting was held
at Rexbury.

At the same quarterly conference
beld at Rexburg, August 16th and
17th, the Menan (Cedar Buttes) and
Liouisville Wards were partly organ-
ized; this increased the number of
wards in the Stake to six. Onp this oe-
c¢asion the following letter of instrue-
tion were given to the Baints in the
Bannock Stake:

*“To the Saints in the Banonck Stake of
Zlion:

‘“‘Having been asked some questions by
President Ricks in regard to the timber
and hay land ip this valley or among our
settlements, we we beg leave to present
the following in answer thereto.

“You have your cit.y lots surveyed here
and public squares laid out. You have
your lots provided for meeting houses
school houses and tithing offices, as well
as furtn lands for missionary purposes.
You are operating together in your gen-
eral public arrangements in building
meeting houses, school houses and otner
publio snterprises in the interest of the
whole communily.

“You have also laid out some big fields
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and in your combinations have fenced
them; you have made some very excel-
lent water ditches; and have in contem-
plation the construction of others: these
are all of a public natare and in the in-
terest of all; each l;erson is supposed to
have contributed his portion in the inler-
est of the whole community.

““The sume prineiple. should be carried
out as far as practicable with regard to
other matters. You have timber and bay
lands, and so far as these can be arranged
a8 to make an equitable distribution of
the timber and of the grass lands it
would be as just, as pro;})l-r and as strictly
in aceordance with the principles of
equity, as any of Lhe aforementioned.

*“*You-nll stand on an equal footing in
regard to these matters, and all should -
opernte together in the interest of all and
for the beuelit of the whole.

‘“‘Wero you acting singly and individu-
ally, any ol these lands would have been
of very little consequence to you, and of
no speecial profit, and if these seltlemeants
had not been organized in the manner
they have been, they would have been of
no special advantage to parties claiming
them.

It is the combination, the concentra-
tion and the united effort alone that make
them valuable, and no good Latter-day
sSaint, in Eossassion of correct principles,
conld seek to take advantage of this com-
bination to aggrandize himself at the ex-
pense of the public. Such action is not
compatable with the ideas that are enter-
tatned and will be carried out in the
building up of Zion, wbere eguitable
principles must prevail,and all covetions-
ness and individualism must be obliier-
ated.

“Serious objections have been raised to
the settlements on the timber and low-
lands, in conseguence of the prevalence
of monquitoes thereon. Why not divide
those lands up, on some cquitable prinei-
ple, among the people and only go there
when it is necessary to look after the hay
and timber, and in this way gather to-
gather on your townsites, according to
counsel and leave the mosquitoes to their
own dominion?

“And why would it not be better to
divide up those lands among the settiers
on the higher iands s0 that each one
would have a porlion of timber and grass
land, and thus piace all on an equal foot-~
ing? This might be done either by pur-
chase or exchange of lands, furnishing
those on the lowlands with good posi-
tions on the hipghlands, while the people
on the highlands wounld then have a
proper proportion of the lowlands both
for bay and timber, and the people of the
iowlands have the same grivi ege and
facilities as those on the highlands, and an
equitable adjustment be made in the in-
tarest of all parties under the direction of

your presiding authorities.



