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visibly on their faces. But the
AT HOME AND ABROAD mere quickiy swept, the  shrouds - re:
- hooked, the guns cooled and washed
__ H and at dinner, when the band played
The Stars and Stripes Forever, thers
Washington, April 29.-—SecretaryI Quintas Da Reclco appeared to be an| Were few slgns to show that the flag-

Long has recelved a
from Admiral Sampson reporting
“firing on Matanzas.

the

rief dispatch|old style of fort, low and lying near the

water's edge. The battery was probably
behind a recently constructed sand-

The admiral says that a few shots| work.

were thrown at the defenses, a

He glves no detalls of the affair or
its results.

Madrid, April 29, 1¢ a.m.2-It was of-
ficlally announced today that the forti-
fications of Matanzas have not suffared
“Im  despite of 300 shells fired by the

American fleet,” and that 'not omne
man was killed or wounded thereby.”
In officfal circles the stories of the
bombardment recelved from the Unlt-
ed States are received wih shouts of
detision.

Madrid, April 29, noon.—Captain Gen-
eral Blanco in his report of the Ma-
tanzas bombardment says thé French
and English consuls have entered pro-
tests on the ground that no previous
notice was given,

On Board the Flagship New York,
off Havana, April 28, 10 a. m., via Key
West, April 29.—At 10:16 p. m, when
the bombardment was at Its height,
and after it had been In progress for
1% minutes, Rear Admlral Sampson or-
dered “Cease firing"” to be sounded. A
few shots rang out from the Cincin-
nati and Puritan before they caught
the signal.

On the shore all was qulet, Not a
soul could be seen there, and there was
'no more firlng. The earthworks a
quarter of an hour before had present-
ed a fairly regular outline, but now
they had a ragged appearance. Big
-€aps were plalnly visible at Quintas da
Recreio but there was not a sign - of
life there. Admiral Samp=on had ef-
fectuaily atopped the work on Punta
Gorda., He had drawn the fire out ot
the enemy and had discovered exactly
the quality and location of their bat-
teries, besides affording his three ships
good target practice. .

Incldentally he had put the fear of
American guns into Spanish hearts. It
would have been perfectly feasible for
these three ships unajded to have
steamed past the fortifications right
into Matanzas and taken it or shellea
it at pleasure. The only risk run
would have been from mines, However
Matanzas was not wanted, luckily for
it.  After satinfylng himself that this
object had been accomplished, Admira)
Sampson headed back for Havann.

The Purltan and Cincinnati were left
to look after Matanzas and they wil
see to it that Matanzas is not the scene
of much fortifcation work in ths
future,

The readiness to assume this task
can be judged from the fact that short-
ly after the signal "Cease firing”' had
been given, Captain Chester asked per-
mission to reopen.

Thiz was refused, Admiral Sampson
evidently thinking that Matanzas had
had enough for one afterncon.

During the bombardment the New
York’s engines at Intervals went alowly
-astern, keeping a steady range or 4,000
yards on Punta Gorda and 7,000 on
Quintas da Recleo, the machinery worlk.
ing perfectly, not only in the engine
room but throughout the whole ship.
This Is especially true of the electric
ammunition hofsts and turret tralning
gear, two of the most esgential parts of
a ship’s equipment during action. From
the naval point of view, if &any lessons
were learned fr'®%m the bombardment
through the range at which the shoot-
ing was carrled on, was a satlafactory
tesrt of markmanship.

The distance, however, prevented the
staff from ascertaining the effect of the
heavy explosive projectiles on the earth.
WOTKS.

From the lay point of view the bom-
bardment appeared to demonstrate sev-
eral things; it proved that the officers,
from Rear-Admiral Sampson down, are
perfectly cool, in the face of danger and
actlon; that they have superior control
over the men at the most excitlng and
trying moments, and that the latter are
as steady and as courageous when the
guns roear and the shells whistle as
when the muster to morning and ecven-
Ing quarters In time of peace.

In the second place the bombarding
gave a very thoughtful though fright-
ful fNustration of a warship’s death
dealing powers. Had a single ship been
in the place where the shells fell, it
seemns a9 if Bhe would have been blown
to bits before she could have returned
the fire. When a ten thousand ton ship,
usually as steady as a rock, shakes and
trembles like a frightened child; <when
firmly fi tted bolts start from
thelr sockets and window panes
and wood work are shatterad;
when the roars goes up from port
and atarboard and you feel your feet
leaving the deck and your glasses
Jumping around your forehead, while
a blinding; blackenlng smoke hides
everything from sight, then it is you
first realize the terrible power of a
modern warship’'s batteries.

Scenes of intense Interest occurred
on the flagship’as deck during the bom-
bardment. The center of attraction
naturally was about the forward bridge
where Rear Admirat Sampson paced
up and down, hils long glass in hand,
pausing now and then to watch the
effect of the shots, impassive a=z if at
target practice off the Dry Tortugas.
Captain Chadwick was at his side, in
the dual capaclty of chief of staff, and
captain of the ship, equally calm, and
glving orders continuously regarding
the direction of the flre and the hand-
ling of the ship. Lieutenant Stanton,
assigtant chief of staff, Lleutenant
Commander Potter, executive officer of
the ship, and Lieutenant J. Roller, the
navigator, all were on the bridge and
a8 busy as they could be. Three men
were at the wheel and the usual staff
lookout and signal boys were in thelr
places,

The conning tower with Its heavily
protective sldes was without an occu-
pant. - The whistllng of a few shells
could not drive the men who direct the
fighting squadron from their unpro-
tected point of vantage. Directly be-
neath the bridge on the superstruoture,
just aft of and slightly above the
forward turret, stood Chaplain Royce,
ready to give the last consolation. The
chaplain and three doctors were the
only persons on board who sincerely
hoped they would have mo work to
do.

Near the c¢haplain stood Richard
Harding Davis, representing the Lon-
don Times, Ralph H. D. Palne, repre-
senting the Philadelphia Press and the
correspondent of the Assoclated Press.
All others on board were at thelr regu-
lar stations, directing the gun crews,
rushing up ammunition from below or
standing patiently {n their engine room
waiting to back on or go ahead as the
telegraph sigmnalled.

The way the fackies worked at thelr
guns was splendid. Many of them were
stripped to the waist.

The muscles stood out on their bare
tattooed arms. The prespimation ran
down their faces, and, mixlng with the
gul powder, made grim streaks of black
over their skins. When ‘‘cease flring™
sounded, disappointment was written

ship New York bhad been int. i
for the first time in her career? ict;;c:;;
300 shots were fired during the bom-
bardment, 104 of which were from the
New York. The cruiser Cineinnatj ad
wonderfully quick and rapid ‘work with
her batteries. The Monitor Puritan
probably fired fewer shots thap the
others, apparently not using her rapld-
fire guns, but taking careful gqi, with
her twelve-inch monster at Quintag da
RN ol boara the fuken
¢de on boa e flagship

never been on a warshlp when ;hl;‘)fﬂf:g
both batteries at once, and whg had
never heard the shells whistle, thought
the experience was not so bag as an-
ticpated. The noise of the gupg dei
ened pome slightly, but the timely ap-
plication of wool to the ears deadened
its effect, and taken all in all the ghock
of the broadside was not sg Ereat as
had been expected,

The town of Matanzas at no time was
in danger from our fire, It lleg well to
the south ef Punta Gorda, If the Span-
jards had any kiled It must have heen
in the fortlfications. Several pergong on
board believe the Spanish lpss was
severe and adyance more or lesg plaus-
ible theories, but Admiral Sampson or
Captain Chadwick venture ng explana-
tion on the subject. J

The characteristic Incldent of the
bombardment of Matanzas ang one that
will go down in history as an ingtance
of Yankee pluck occurred in the sick
bay on the flagship. Eleyen aajlors
were lying there, listening to the
shots, all eager to get on deck. gya-
denly as if moved by a common {m-
pulse, four of them sprang from their
cots. One had malaria, two hag grippe
and another high fever, but their afi-
ments were forgotten as they pyshed
out to their gun divisions apd took
their usual statlons.

Desplte their entreaties to be ajlgwed
to stay, they were ordered back to the
sick bay, It hardly necessapy ¢ 3
that those four splendld specime of
“the man behind the gun” were po k.
ported for breach of discipline.

It wag reported to the flagship on its
return to the Havana station that two
torpedo gunboatd had endeavored to
ruh the blockade during the day and
had been forced back thte Havana by
the Wilmington and the Towa. A sharp
lookout was kept throughout the night
lest these tiny craft should try to repeat
attempt.

The torpedo boat Winalgw arrived
from Key West last night and Major
Meade, of the marlnes, was put on
board the flagship. The Winsiow pro-
ceeded to her statlon, The night was
quiet and .no incident of interest oc-
curred,

On Board the Flagshlp New York,
April 29, 11 8. m.,, via Key West, Fla.,
April 30.—(Copyrighted, 1838 by the
Associated Press.)—The blockade con-
tinues as before. The flagship lles
to the westward of Havana,

The torpedo boat Porter while clode
into shore last night reports having
been fired upon by the Cojiar battery,
which 1s to the eastward of Morro cad-
tle.

The Porter escaped unscathed,

The coast of Cuba Is belng carefully
patrolled by the Bpanish cavalry,

Captaln Tayler, of the Indiana, came
on board the flagship today, and had
a Iong consultation with Rear Admirat
Sampson.

News of the movements of the Unit-
ed States army 18 eagerly awalted by
the fleet, and there is muah specula-
tlon as to when the troops will be
reédy.

The weather,which 13 cool and calm,
could not be more sultable for militany
operantiona




