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AT HOME AND ABROAD

washington april 29 secretary
long has received a dispatch
from admiral sampson reporting the
firing on matanzas

the admiral says that a few shots
were thrown at the defenses

he gives no details of the affair or
its results

madrid april 29 10 am it was of
announced today that the fortlforti

fleat ions of matanzasMaitanzas have nottnot suffered
in despite of shells fired by the

american fleet and that not one
sama was killed or wounded thereby
in oftolalloial circles the stories of the

received from the unit-ed states are received with shouts of
derision

madrid april 29 noon captain gen-
eral blanco in his report of the ma-
tanzas bombardment says the frenchand english consuls have entered pro-
tests on the ground that no previous
notice was given

on board the flagship new yorkoffff havana april 28 10 a in via keywest april 29 at 10161015 p m whetwhenthe bombardment was at its heightand after it had been in progressTess for19 minutes rear admiral sampson orderece cease firing to be sounded Afew shots rang out from the cincin-nati and puritan before they caught
the signal

on the shore all waswaa quiet not asoul could be seen there and ttherehere waswaano more firing the earthworksearthwormsearthworks aquarter of an hour before had present-ed a fairly regular outline but nowthey had a ragged appearance bitbiggaps were plainly visible at quintas darecreio but there was not a sign oflife there admiral sampson had ef-fectually stopped the work on puntagorda he had drawn the fire out ofthe enemy and had discovered exactlyexact ilylthe quality and location of their batteries besides affording his three shipsgood target practice
incidentally he had put the fear ofamerican guns into spanish hearts itwould have been perfectly feasible foifox

these three ships unaided to havesteamed past the fortifications rightinto matanzas and taken it or shelledit at pleasure thete only risk runwould have been from mines howevermatanzas was not wanted luckily forit after satisfying himself that thisobject had been accomplished admiralsampson headed back for havanathe puritan and cincinnati were leftto look after matanzasMatan and they willsee to it that matanzas is not the sceneof much fortification work in thefuture
the readiness to assume this taskcaucan be judged from the fact that short-ly after the signal cease firing hadbeen given captain chestercheater asked per-mission to reopen
this was refused admiral sampson

evidently thinking that matanzas hadhadbad enough for one afternoonduring the bombardment the newyorks engines at intervals went slowly
oaasterncastern keeping a steady range ofyards onan punta gorda and onQuiotas da cecico the machinery work-ing perfectly not only in the engineroom but throughout the whole shipwhisthis tois especially true of the electric
ammunition hoists and turret trainingsmgear two of the most essential parts ofa ships equipment during action fromthe naval point of view if any lessonswere learned fetn the bombardmentthrough the range at which the shoot-ing waswaa carried on was a satisfactorytestteat of markmarksmanshipmanship

the distance however prevented thestaff from ascertaining the effect of theheavy explosive projectiles on the earth

quintas da cecico appeared to be an
old style of fort low and lying near the
waters edge the battery was probably
behind a recently constructed sand
work

promfrom the lay point of view the bom-
bardmentbardment appeared to demonstrate sev-
eral things it proved that the officers
from rear admiral sampson down are
perfectly cool in the face of danger and
action that they have superior control
over the men at the most exciting and
trying moments and that the latter are
as steady and as courageous when the
guns roar and the shells whistle as
when the muster to morning andd even-
ing quarters in time of peace

in the second place the bombarding
gave a very thoughtful though fright-
ful illustration of a warships death
dealing powers had aia single ship been
in the place where the shells fell it
seems as if she would have been blown
to bits before she could have returned
the fire when a ten thousand ton ship
usually as steady as a rock shakes and
trembles like a frightened child when
firmly fl eted bolts start from
their sockets and window panes
and wood work axeare shattered
when the roars goes up from port
and starboard and you feel your feet
leaving the deck and your giglassesas ses
jumping around your forehead while
a blinding blackening smoke hides
everything from sight then atasit as you
first realize the terrible power of a
modern warships batteriesscenes of intense interest occurred
on the flagships deck during the bom-
bardmentbardment the center of attraction
naturally was about the forward bridge
where rear admiral sampson paced
up and down his long glass in hand
pausing now and then to watch the
effect of the shots impassive as if at
target practice off the dry tortugasTor
captain chadwick was at his side in
the dual capacity of chief of staff and
captain of the ship equally calm and
giving orders continuously regarding
the direction of the fire and the hand-
ling of the ship lieutenant Ststantonamton
assistant chief of staff lieutenant
commander potter executive officer of
the ship and lieutenant J roller the
navigator all were on the bridge and
as busy as they could iebe three men
were at the wheel and the usual staff
lookout and signal boys were in their
places

the conning tower with its heavily
protective sides was without an occu-
pant the whistling of a few shells
could not drive the men who direct the
fighting squadron from their unpro-
tected point of vantage directly be-
neath the bridge on the superstructure
just aft of and slightly above the
forward turret stood chaplain royce
ready to give the last consolation the
chaplain and three doctors were the
only persons on board who sincerely
hoped they would have no work to
do

near the chaplain stood richard
harding davis representing the lon-
don times ralph H D paine repre-
senting the philadelphia press and the
correspondent of the associated press
all others on board were at their regu-
lar stations directing the gun crews
rushing up ammunition from betowbelow or
standing patiently in their engine room
waiting to back on or go ahead as the
telegraph signalledsignal led
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the way the jackles worked at theirguns was splendid many of them were
stripped to the waist

the mumusclessc I1e stood out on their bare
tattooed arms the pre ran
down their faces and mixing with the
gun powder made grim streaks of black
over their skins when cease firing
soundedbounded disappointment waswa written

visibly on their faces but the ddewere quickly swept the shroudshooked the guns cooled and waaland at dinner when the band I1 alathe stars and stripes forever thwere few signs to show that tiethe flflaship new york had been into acactfor the first time in her career ahAshots were fired during the bbebarbaxdment of which were fronafromnew york the cruiser cincinnatiwonderfully quick and rapidrapidWorkwork vher batteries the monitor puripur
probably fired fewer shots than S
others apparently not using her raranifire guns but taking careful aim wlher twelve inch monster at quintasquintaniniascecico

those on board the flagship who haanever been on a warship when she iflboth batteries at once and whonever heard the shells whistle thoithothe experience was not so bad asthe noise of the guguns dened some slightly but the timely
of wool to the ears deadeits effect and taken all in all ththeadosaof the broadside was not so great ishad been expected

the town of matanzas at no time win danger from our fire it lies wellwellsthe south of punta gorda if the sowaSpalalklards had any ailed it must have booin the fortlfortifications several personspersona os
4

board believe the spanish loss Wesy
severe and advance more or less
ible theories but admiral sampsonn qtortcaptain chchadwickaddickadwick venture no
tion on the subject

the characteristic incident ofbombardment of matanzas and 0onene thatwill go down in history as an In
of yankee pluck occurred in the 4ass
bay on the flagship eleven
were lying there listening to
shots all eager to get on deck S
denly as itif moved by a comoncommon
pulse four of them sprang from
cots one hadiad malaria two had artand another high fever but theirments were forgotten as they rueout to their gun divisions and itheir usual stations

despite their entreaties to be allowed
to stay they were ordered arkbackk tto0 1sick bay it hardly necessaryy ttothat those four splendid specimencl methe man behind the gun were non
ported for breach of discipline

it was reported to the flagship 0ort HBreturn to the havana station that tntorpedo gunboatsgun boats had endeavored torunruh the blockade during the day mhd

had been forced back ahto havana bythe wilmingtonWll and the iowa A sharp
lookout was kept throughout thehe blighirr ILAtlest these tiny craft should try to repeatattempt

the torpedo boat winslow arrivedfrom key west last night and major
meade of the marines waswaa put oa
board the flagship the winslow pro-
ceeded to her station the night waaaftaquiet and no incident of interest oc-
curred

on board the new york
april 29 11 a m via key westwent jf
april SO30 copyrighted 1898 bybit SS
associated press the blockade

as before the flagship HUto the westward of havana
the torpedo boat porter while ab

into shore last night reports havlac
been fired upon by the coblar battery
which Is18 to the eastward of morromono CM
tletie

the porter escaped unscathed
the coast of cuba is being carefully

patrolled by the spanish cavalry
captain tayler of the indiana calme

on board the flagship today and hadbad
a long consultation with rear admiral
sampson

news of the movements of the aniu
ed states army toIs eagerly awaited by
the fleet and there tois much
tion as to when the troops will beb
ready

the weather which toIs cool and cahn
could not be more stable for
operations


