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vears ago, 1
found myself
stranded  in  Lech-
uanaland, wheve |
had followed a force
ai frvegular cavalyy,
raiged by Col. Me-
tfien,  for  operat-
ing, should the exi-
zencey arise, against
the TranswyaaiBoers, whose filibustering
raids across the border were gelting
¢ and worse. ;

To cut my story short, lm\'.'c\'—or, and
get down to\a fast serfes of singile-
hauded leopaxd kills, alter following
the Dragoons ap as far as Mafeking
to no purpose. I refurincd to Kimber-
ley and the Orenge river. “I.conceived
the idea of constructing a raft and
thus frangporting my few necessary
effects, camping on the banks as in-
clination led 1me, oo, as I fancied the
locality favored sport. 1 had had too
much experience ainong floating logs
whilst Jumbering in America not fo
feel at home af this kind of svork;
awd all in all, thouga [ did not travel
far, 1 spent one of the most exciting
trips [ ever had. | All along either
side of this fire river is a wide helt
of “wait-a-bit” thorns and bush tim-
ber, on which lovely. green Dbeetles
played in great profusion. I caught
numbers, every one of which brought
me in 3d in Cape Town, for' jewelry
purposes. I had secn heetles set up
in a similar fashion in Rio de!Juneiro
and so had an eye fo possible busi:
ness; as algso, we used io get alligators
teeth down in  Alabama and Florida,
but these creaturcs have got so scarce
now that it hardly pays to hunt them.

Having got everything fixed on my
raft, and as the river hereabouts was
familiar to me, I had no difficulty in
making a landing, as 1 had proposed
some 20 miles further down, passing
the ford to Hope Town on my. way.
Among other things I had with me a
hammock and a poncho which I had
used out in the Banda Orientale, hoth
of which, besides being of the greatest
uge, went into very small compass.
After taking a cup: of coffee without
milk and a snack or two of spring-bok,
I literally turned in, with my carbine
beside me and my dog curled up at
my feet, to be lulled to sleep by sounds
as familiar as those heard on a sum-
mer day at home,

Blinded by a Sand Storm.

As the sun rose it speedily dissi-
pated the river mist, and a little way
out on the veldt and beyond the tim-
ber, it was as sultry as ever. [ could
spy some small specks away to the
southward, and as a fresh bit of veni-
son would be an agreeable change,
I started after what I knew would
furnish me therewith, if I could man-
age to circumvent them. ‘This was not
particularly diffienit, for 1 could keep
myself covered by cne ant-hill or an-
other, and I got my bhuck all right,
sending the rest bounding away with
tremendous  jumps. The ‘ominous
darkening of the horizon had not es-
caped my notice, but almost before I
was aware of it the hot sand came
stinglng like so mueh small  shot
against ‘my face. In such cases, the
only thing to be done is to throw
yvourself flat on your chest and hold
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vour ‘breath till' the hot blast has
blown over. The sand storm did not
Iast many minutes, but the thunder-
storm immediately burst in such a

way as it only does in South Africa,
and I speak from experience both of
thisz, as well ag other parts of the
world, It was over almost as soon as
it ecame, and for a short space the
sandy veldt looked like a sheet of
water, which, however, was sucked up

in no rime, the sun bursting forth
in all its splendor and drying me,

drenched as I was, before 1 could get
my buck bhack to camp.

Afler ekinning my bucl and making
{he hind portions into ham, and got-
ting a meal of fresh meat, T seb out
aloug the bank of the river {o see if
I could Lit upon any leopard spoor. 1
nad not gene far hefore I came to the
remuants of n porcupine. Leopards
appear to have a great partiality for
the iflesh of these animals, and as
they are cownion enough along the
Orange viver, it deubtless accounts
for the pregeuce of thelr pergecniors,
1 hunted for the rest of the day with-
out finding any move ng, although
1 folt satizsfied that there s0me
leopards in ihe ueighborhecod, so I
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conid ¢ nostpone my search until
ihe morrow. In the morning 1 got

afloat onee more, and dropped aboul
four miles down to the place T had
turited  back from the day  before.
This did not occupy long, and I was
soon fast again I a kind of back-
wat rith Once ore on

dry land. I was i to follow up
the leopard, which [ was confident
had gone down, not up, the river: in-

proceeded a quar-
found pug-

decd, I had hardity
ter of o wile before I

7

to foape crossed s Lrack: or foltowed his {rarl.

fresh ones,
down to drink.
This time the heavy rains had st
washed all trace of spoor and scent
awany, and my dog was able to pick
it 1p casily., Seecing that my carbine
was all right and cverything in its
place 1o my hand, T followed “Snap'
with some difliculty, for I did not
want him to come to an untimely end,
which might not be impobable if T
was unable to keep him back some-
where within bounds.

Following the Leopard’s Spoor.

. The spoor led along the bani for
some: digtance close to the river, at
whichi ‘the leopard had occasionally
halted, either to drvink, ‘or to watch
for a4 stray fish; for these laiter they
will scoop oul with the dexierity of
a raccoon, as I myself once 'saw. In
fact, they will eat almost anything
that moves—-young birds, and for the
matter of that old ones, too, when
they can surprise them. A cat' which
hag run wild at home is a fair exam-
ple of what the leopard is on a very
much larger scale.

The dog now came fo a point at the
foot of a tree, and after some search,
for the folinge was very Iuxuriant, I
could distinguish the leopard lying full
length ‘along a branch, his head ' be-
tween his paws, his eyes being just
discernible, and that was all. I could
not get a good shot at him, the angle
was too acute to fire with safety at
his head, and unless I got directly
under him I could not se¢e him at all,
whilst the limb he was stretched out
upon practically protected him at all
vital points. Now and again he would
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before I could jump to one side, with
a thummp that would have gtunned him,
one would imagine, even if the Dhullet
had not smashed his jaw and gone out
through the top of his head, bursting
an eye in its course. He was as dead
as a door nail, and a Dbeautifully
marked full-zrown young 1nale, his
teeth being perfect..  As [ was only
about a mile from camp, | got his skin
off at once, and taking the skull wont
back and dressed the skin there and
then, Dbefore it should get covered
with fiyblows,

I lost no time, however, in gotting
back to ‘the spot where 1 had killed
him, for it struck me there might be
something more than I knew about in
his having had his attention diverted
from myself and the dog. So I cast
about once more, still going along the
river, letting ‘Snap,” who was well up
to the work, do the hunting, whilst
now and again I added a brilliant
beetle to my collecting box. Passing
two or three gullies without making
anything further out, T began to think
that it must have been the whistle
of an antelope that had attracted the
leopard’s notice. = He showed, how-
aver, the same intentness of gaze as I
Tremembered in a jaguar I once killed
under somewhat  similar = circum-
stances, and whose dying roar brought
a'second one on my track in less than
no time, giving me a stifiish scufle, It
is in cases such as these that the sci-
ence of wooderaft comes in handy,
careful notice of surrounding signs
and actions usually enabling one to
come to a correct conclusion. I had
been keeping fairly close to the river-
bank, for I held to my theory that

just crane over a little and then draw
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He goon commenced to get very ex-

eited, and I could myself smell the
taint which always hangs arcund the
lair of (he carnivora, be they birds
or heasts. The spoor wis casy enough
to keep, s the path had been used
many times, and the leopard, dragging
her prey along, had beaten it down, 1
had my carbine ready for a rapid shot,
for 1 f{elt sure wo were coming close
to, and had bhard work to Kecp the
dog from breaking away. Luckily the
wind was in my favor, and all at once

(T came right in sight of the leopards,

the old:one and two cubs, almost as
large as she was, basking in the sun
in an open space in the glade. [don't
think she saw me, as [rom where [
stood I was completely hidden in
denge foliage, but: she starcd hard in
my dirvection, half rising to her feet,
the tip of her fail twitching from side
to side, or, more correctly speaking,
beating the ground. It wasg as pretty
a4 sight as'I had ever seen, these beau-
tiful cats, but I had not time for such
thoughts, One of the cubs attempted
to play with the bobbing tail, and
this seemed to irvitate her, for she
turned and gave the offending young-
ster a tap with her paw that sent him
sprawling. In doing so she gave me
a fine broadside and I fired, dropping
her at once, though she serambled to
her fore feet in an intsant. I could
see that her hind parts were para-
lyzed; she was shot through the spine;
and as she turned to gnaw the wound
I quickly got another cartridge in and
hit her through the neck.

Getting the Cubhs.

But this time the two cubs had re-

there was another leopard not far
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hend in the viver. I was beginning to
foet a bit winded, and was not sorry
when further angry yelps and growl-
ing showed that the eub had again
been Dhrought to hay.,  Getting up as
quickly as possible, I found that the
dog‘had been having a rough time of
it. e was scored badly down the
slde. and  instead ol boing a white
tervier was a ghastly red one, though

for the time being it did not appear
to inconvenjence him much., Ie was
vigorously  barking' and  jumping

around a lot ol loose boulders, among
which the leopard had evidently taken
refuge. 1 could net, howaever, induce
him to go in, and although I have
had several good terriers for this kind
of shooting none of them cared to go
to ground after such game. I began
(o fear I should have to give him up,
but got together a lot of the driest
berbage I could find, and making a
couple of squibs by extracting the
powder from two cavtridges, I went
to work to try and make him bolt,
as his cover was not very large. Cut-
ting as long a stick as I could find,
I took o page out of my pocket diary
and rolled the squibs in it, binding
them to the thin end of the sticlk,
which 1 bandaged thickly round with
dry grass and leaves for a yard or
more, and then pushed it in where the
leopard had entered and ignited it
well all around, also heaping more
dry stuff about the opening so as to
make as much smother as possible.
The smolke soon began to escape from
the crevices, though the leopard did not
appear to take any notice of it; hut
as soon as the fuses began to fizz and
sputter, it was more than he could

stand, and out he dashed, almost up-

baclkk bhefore I could get a proper
sight, making all the time a snarvling,
purring noise, Under the circum-
stances it would have been risky to
nave attempted a shot, so I was com-
pelled to wait until he gave me some
sort of a chance. 'To haye had him
come tumbling down wounded was not
a bit to my fancy. In the meantime
I looked about to see if there were
another tree near by which I could
climb, and I actually did ascend one,
but had to give up the idea, for I could
not get a sight of him at all, so I re-
turned to the ground.

First Shot Brings Him Down.

Ounce or twice I raised my weapon,
oniy to lower it, feeling it was safer
ta wait. On a sudden he raised his
head, as if some sound at a disiance
had arrested his atieniion, for he
eazed right away into space. This was
my opportunity-—not a very fine one

cortainly, for thera was quitle a net-
i work of small branches intervening—
llmt 1 got a pretty fair sight and let
he canie almost

him have it, Down

from where I shot the last; o T turned
about, after a couple of miles, and
worked back along the margin of the
busk, near the veldt, carefuily  beat-
ing any likely-looking spots. Hailf way
or 50 back was a dense mass of thorns
with a lot of rock and boulders, loolk-
ing a very likely place to hold such
game. | went to the veldi side to
reconnoitre, and there immediately
found fresh pug-marks, not only of
one, hut of three, leopavds; evidently
those of an old one and her cubs.
This at once accounted for the de-
meanor of the one I had got, and as
a leopard with young, or for the mat-
ter of that any animal almost in such
circumstances, requires exira care in
tackling, I called the deg to
whilst I cogitated 'a bit what couvrse
to pursue.  Examining the fracks, 1
put the cubs down as halfl grown, 1
also made o detour of the clump of
bush and satisfied myself that the
game was at home.
spot where I had first marked them,

[ followed them in slowly, “Snap” he-
ing taken up with a piece of string,

heal, |

Returning to the |

the old leopard appeared to be done
for 1 gave one of them a bullet in
the cliest, the other thrning tail and
scampering off into the bush with
“Snap!” (who had got loose) at his
heels it T stepped into the open
and let the one I had wounded have
another ball, catehing him in the cri-
fice of the e and  Ekilling bin in-
stantly. As [ appreached them the
old one ‘elied over, and [ was about
to fire at her again, when I noticed
that her eye v Iready glazed, and
it would oniy be wasting ammunition,
After & h fanee of adwiration 1
leil them ¢ lay and bhurried aiter
the yelpit or, Who o {rom the
sound appemy to have come to a
halt, though [ conld hear no snavii
Before, howey

leops hive made ancther
The thick just here, and the
everlas wait-a-hit” thorns retard-
ed my progress considerably, besides
punishing me- not a  little,  Still I
pushed on into the open veldt jus:
in time to see the two making acro
for the timber on the other side of the

SLari,

ever, piclked up iy carbine and fired
at him, just 2s he was digsappearing
into the cover. 1 distinetly heard the
pat of the bullet” and  wrs about to
foliow, when I saw that the peor deg
demanded my-attention, o picked him
up.  The seratelies weire ugly cones,
tend to them at once [ might lose
himn; I therefcre carricd him bacsk to
camp el washed,  stitehed,  and
ssed his woun I returiaed after-
wards, (o iry d.follow ‘the leopard,
but “could net find ‘any 'further trace
of him, exezpt biood narks. [ there-
fore went and sKinuned the cther two,
and: made up my mind to leave the
5(-ub‘l Lhad wounded vntil C N0TOW,
ked Tt d found

d
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i-himt dead, abotut a'qg a anile
o where I et P 41 ¢

ek shot having ¢

had with ane of these creatures somo
time previousiy, further south. As
is so frequently the ease, I had bheen
much disturbed during the night by
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were leopards. T was exasperated by
the loss of my best dog, and made
up my mind, if possible, to get a fine
skin and avenge his death at one and
the same time; so making a hurried
breakfast, and leaving my two Kafiir
hoys in charge of the skerm, I set
out with the only dog I now had left.
The spoor, which was plain cnough
in the sand, led right away towards
the river, which on ecither side is bor-
dered for a quarter of a mile or so
with “wait-a-bit” thorns and under-
brush, After going a mile or more my
dog showed special eagerness, and
pulled up at a tree, the bark ol which
was all scored by the claws of leop-
ards and was evidently usad by them
continually for stretching their talons.
A Int of porcupine qullls also lay
around, showing that the leopard had
recently made a meal, of which I was
glad, for 1 thought I should be more
likely to find him lazy and lying up,
and hence easler to manage. A little
further on I came to a kloof or raviune,
which T had to descend and ascend.

Attacked by the Savage Beast.

Before 1 reached the Lop." the dog
hegan barking and 1 hurried on, as
well as I could, over the loose stones,
for I did not want fo lose my only
remaining dog. He, however, -came
velping back, just as I gained the top
of the bank, and at the same time I
caught signt of the leopard, which was
making across the open for a pateh
of thorns a couple of hundred yards
distant, I was somewhat out of
breath from scrambling over the un-
even ground, but, taking as careful
aim as [ could, I fired. I knew I had
hit him all right, even if he had not
stopped and bitten at the wound, but
the shot was too far hack as well as
too low. At the same Instant he
caught sight of me, whilst I, not relish-
ing his looks, hastily pushed in an-
other cartridge. | had not my trusty
“Winchester” then, or the Ilecopard
would not have served me as he did.
The weapen I was using was a con-
verted Enfield carbine, which, though
a splendid shooter, nnly took one shell
and required capping. 1 could not get
the cap on belfore he svas upon me,
and over we both went in a heap—I
undermost. He got my left arm Dhe-
tween his teeth. and I could feel his
fangs crunching, but I seized my long
hunting knife, and managed to get it
under his chin and gave a franfic
gash which almost cut his head off.

In the meantimne my dog had re-
gained his composure; sinee he had
seen two of his comrades (lattened
out by leopards he had often turnad
tail, but he was very useful in track:
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and was just about starting back for
amp, when the dog again altracted
my attention, acting as though he had
picked up a fresh scent; and although
[ folt pretty sick,'still T could not re-
sist the temptation and followed him,
first of all hanging up the skin on a
thorn ‘bush. The dog held on and I
followed as well as I could for per-
haps ancther mile, fortunaiely alonsg
the wooded ground the best part of
the time, go that I waos shaded to some
extent from the burning sunbeams
which under opdinary circumsiances
would haye caused me no inconven-
ience, but now almost prostrated me.
[ doubtless had lost considerably mors
blood than I imagined, but the sudden
rencwed barking of the dog put new
life into me and T hurried on. The
leopard had hurried on to some rocky
ground, where he had evidently lo-
cated himself, as he wounld not prob-
ably leave his stronghald for any dog,
I sat down and rested a while. I also
examined the breech of my carbine
and arranged things as well as I could,
s0 that no repetition of the last '‘con-
tretemps”  should  occur. ' The dog
was working at a creviee in the rocks
in which I had caleulated the leopard
was cnsconced, and I cautiously ap-
proached to investigate. I could, how-
ever, neither hear nor see anything at
first, but alter a ' while, as my eye-
sight got accustonied to the gloom, [
made out two balls of {fire. They

might have been one yard, they might

have beenn 50 yards away, I could not
tell—that did not signify—and taking
steady aim  between them, 1 let go.

The report was o deafening that [

could not have heard any other sound
had there bezn one, but the “eyes”

bad gone out when the smoke cleared

away and all was still, © Afier waiting
a while, T cut a livab or two as straight
as I could find, and spliciug them into
one long one, pushed the pele ap into
the rec 5 of the aperture, and with-
drawing it, afler twisting it around
against’ some soft substance, found,
sure enough, leopard’s fur on the end.
[ now felt no hesitation about going
in, though this was more easily said
than done, . 1 could with difliculty
squeeze . mygell  through the narrow
opening, and to do so caused ne ex-

cruciating pain.  Onece through, hows-
ever, I had more room., and soon
reached my quarey, which I ‘got at

last info the dayvlight, not a little gla:d
to be out of the business so well. [
then had to skin her-—a female, aml
doubtless mate to tho one I had Killed
in the merning. - Then returning 1o
where I hiad lefi’the other skin I mada
tracks for the wagon,

By permission Grean &

@Gy

ing them. I had rolled the skin up
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(Cops L. Citampion.)
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Curioug adventures bhefall explorers
in scuthern Liberia, as onc of them
writes:  “When weé entered thisg coun-

try in 19006 we fi a ‘star’ shell to
Ly to commur hethe column
marching f Thiz was seen
by the natiy tor mil and

around,

ry.ahe

its effect  wgs e

Ahiaras, Onichas and
friends, who had spent v
the n marvelous trenches
stoctad sl every possible ap-
teld lus arter-
it-torzive us
wari time, bui that the
g too mueh for them.
wito could do this must
tded into

5 Lo gne
proach to their count
ward ‘that they hed n
a4 very

stlan
Any
bho super-
hush
for

ihe

-
1906, whon a &
3 ng in the Ohonhon
couniry, northw of Bande, it 'had a
lot of trouble with a town called Omo
Oga Ngolori, the reason given hoing

In January
on

I col-

that when the Long Juju of Arochulka

was destroyed in 1902 if wag brousht
to this.place as beiing cut of reach of
the governmenf, and the Aro pricsts
fried to re-csts it here and carry
on their former cus At any rale,
it was repoited to be' a most power-
al Juju, andimeant ceriain death to
any one who entered-its hiding place.

o sticia

“All round v
ground

stipporting

splaghed over
sht of the entrance
of water about 18
out of the reek, in
ed through from the

on 't!
was a lavge I

v water tric

reol, and in which o fow @gh glideld
abonot.

YWhile ex this, cne of the
ofllcers g somoe remark, setting

up a5 pehoes, wwhich resound-
ed from the walls of the cave. Qe cer
tainly was most queer, and was al-

togother too much for the few scldie:d
and ol who  out of curlosity had
foilowed us iu, for they dropped their
carbine sand fled oui.”

A Soldier’s Big Game Huntin

By Lieut. Gen. Baden-Powell, is the next in this series of East African hqqting stories. Gep. Baden-
Powell’s fame as a soldier, hunter and writer is known throughout the civilized w_orld. T l.us absorb-
ingly interesting article tells of his experience in facing lions with a small caliber military rifle.

By Percy Selous.

onely Trek After Gemsbuc)

i Selous is known as the most indefatigable of African
hunters. In this article he relates his thrilling adventures ywhile trekking the
graceful Gemsbuck, and his further encounter vwhile after the king of beasts.

and Lions
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