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portion of First Enat street to be affect-
ed, expecting that it would become a
business street, urged the establish-
ment of the present grade and petition-
ed for it to the City Council. Among
them was one of the present ¢laimants
for damages, who did not at the time
understand what the charge Involved.

The City Engineer,then, has slmply
carried out the lnstructions of the
Council, or the Board of Public
Waorks, and while he thinks the pres-
ent grade i better in some respects
than the one he fArst proposed, is not
reapensible for the damage to residence
properly and to the Theatre nur for
any of the consequences of the work.
He thinke, however, that if buslness
houses are established in that lecality,
a change will have to be made
in the grade, for while teams
can  travel well  enough up
and down the hill, yet when drays and
heavy wagons are turned and backed
up to places to unload, they wili be
liable in winter, particularly if as-
phaltum is used for paving, lo slide
down hlll, loade, teatas and all.

In grading the streets and sidewalks
the future as well as the present must
be somew hat conridered. But aleo, ns
we think, the natural conformution of
the land In the locality ehuuld be
regarded, and rigid lines and levels
should not be adhered to in every case,
There are places In town where the
plevations and  depressions that
have been made seem utterly absurd
and détrimental to public convenience.
It may be that the Council and not the
Engiueer is also responsible for thuse
conditlons. In the case of Biate street
it is clear that any reflection upon the
jatter 18 undeserved, and we take
pleasure in making this explanution.

A WRONG POSITION.

AT the regular sesslon of the City
Council, October 20th, the question of
the passage of the proposed ordinance
providing for the abolitlon of the office
of Captain of Police, was Jald over for
the ostensible—not real—purpose of
making it the order for n epecial meet-

- ing to be held last evening. ()n Tuesday
evening the point was raieed by the
opponents of the ordinance as to
whethier Councilman Plckard could,
while occupying the office of Acting
Mayor, In the absence of Mr. Beoott,
act in the capacity he was orlginally
elected by the people to fill, by voting.
He had announced himself as in favor
of the ordinance, and as there were
geven others occupying the same posl-
tlon regarding it, his vote was veces-
sary to the succers of the measure.
The City Atlorney, on belog appeuled
to for his opinlon, expresced himself
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in favor of the view that Mr..
Pickard could vote, n similar question,
involving the same priuciple, having
been so decided in Congress, whose
actiony as the chief representative body
of the nation, was good authority.
Mr, Pickard, even with this support,
declined to exercize his councilman’s
prerogatlve.

'The ohject af the delay ir perfectly
clear. The ¢Liberal” opponents of
the ordinance remained away from last
night’s meeting. As a consequence
there were only seven members pres-
ent exclusive of the Acting Mayor.
The fute of theordinance was thus in
the hands of Mr. Pickard. It takes
eight members to constitute a quorum,.
In the eveut of that gentleman declin-

ing to consider himself in the light of
a reprepentative of his constituency
and insieting that he was n member of
'the Quuncil, no business could be
itransacted. He took that position,
and nothing waa done. The City At-
torney rather receded from his position
of Tuesday, by throwing a doubt upon
the correctness of the opinion he then
expressed as to the ability of the Act-
ing Mayor to vote in the capacily of
councilman,

[t appeara to have been understood
by the **Liberal” obstructionists that

Councilmun Smith, who favors the
ordinance, was under the necessity of
leaving the city by train at a late hour
Jast night, thus preventing Lhe poasi-
bility of passing the ordinance, The
measure had only & majority of one in
its favor, fncluding Mr. Bmith. Hence
it cannot be passed until his returno,
and it is dueatlonnb]e whether it could
be then, us Mr. Plckard appeacs to be
nn ‘‘uncertain guantity.”?

The point raised on this issue ought
to be definitely settled. It involves a
vital principle—the right of popular
representation. If the position assumed
by the *Liberal” obstructionists ir held
to be correct, it aAmounts to asserting
that the popular will ean be properly
thwarted. If, for instance,a mayor of
a city should, during n lengthy period,
for any purpose, fall or refuse to per-
form the duties of his office, and
member of the councll should be elect-
ed by that bedy to act in his atead,
what wonld be the result if the pro fem,
official ehould be deprived of his mem-
bership and of his vote? Bimply, that
the people who elected him to his oris
ginal position would be perempto-
rily deprived of representation.
8o far as concerned the popular rights
involved it would amocunt to a puilifi.
cation of the elestion. Huch a doctrine
nnder a republican form of government
j= an absurdity and self-evidently
wrong. Under our system nothing

ought to be 80 jealously guarded as the

right of the people to répresentation
Any positlon which tends to defeat the:n
popular will, expressed at the ballot
bog, must be wrong in prineiple, being
opposed to the entire genius of the in-
stitutiona of t‘he country.

GUARD THE YOUNG,

THE case of Worfl, the

(Areen teacher, held h; nt‘nsw;l‘::B::::
grand jury a few days ago, on a charge
of commitiing a eriminaij agsault upon
ooe of his puplls, & Young lady of asjx-
teen yeurs, is exceedingly apgw r
It is stated that, in nddig;ifm rog{']?:l;:.:
rage with which the fellow ig charged
b:;fore the courts, bhe muge indecent
advances to A number

sindents of his school, an‘:ir :t:::rsoiixlll:
of them refused to longer attend while
he occupied the positlon ue teacher
The very idea of such a terrible dange;
s the case implies, flls the mind of

every coosistent parent with hor-
ror. It i8  no  small magter
to be compelled to admit that

a public scheol is liable to become
a pitfall for the feet of Young and inno-
cent girls, and it js natural to cast
about for some cause for the Pleasant
Green situation. Wug there ADny O;er-
leseness on the part of any individual
official or otherwise, conneateq wm:

the engagement of thig feliow, whom -

|there appears to be €ood reason for

belleving to be & moraj monster of
most hideous type?

An inquiry has ullull.ed, from a

_! he

rellable eource, the following in-
formation, and the- pyblig can
put their own construgtion upon

itns to thelocatlon ang degree of re-
eponsibility it implies; Worff is & com-
parative stranger In Utah and never
taught in any schuol here until he
was employed ot Pleasant Green. Not-
withstanding this he hejg a first-claes
gertificate rrogn Territorinl School
Commissioner Boreman, He never
appesred before the Board of Exami-
ners for Bait Lake County, they being
in ignoranceconcerning him. He was
sinployed by the distriot trustees with-
out baving a certificate of

ex-
amination  froma  the bgard and -
without counsultation with the
county superintendent. [t is pre-

sumable that his employment was
based solely on the ground of the com-
missioner’s certiflcate and the applic-
30V’s personal plausibllity,

We hope that this case will deeply
imprees the minds of ail persons on
whom devolves any responsibllity in
the matter of engaging teachers for
our sd¢hools, with the pecessity of ex-
ercising the most scrupuicus care. 8o
far as we can learn, it appears that the
county bonrd of examiners and the
superintendent were not to blame in

this most regrettable Iustanee.



