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THE TESTIMONY OF THE TRUTH

the importance for the saints of the
most high to possess a testimony of
tilethe truth of the gospel of christ is a
theme often dwelt upon by speakers
who address their congregations and
justly sogo forFor that testimony Is so to
speakak one of the vital parts of the or-
ganism through which the spiritual
life makes itself manifest in the soul
it is a power which in all ages has
made great men of god re
ligion piety goodness of heart
there may be without it but
that noble enthusiasm which was
thehe distinguishing characteristics of
abraham of moses otof elijah of paul
and in our age of joseph the prophet
and his faithful successorssuccessor is impossible
until the testimony becomes clear and
firm the question what it is and how
it is obtained tois therefore one of the
most profitable torfor meditation

to have a testimony of the truth of
ththee gospel is to have more than

belief toin its doctrines belief
mayaay be founded on the state
went of others whom we trust
foror sound judgment and veracity while

thisbis testimony is founded in personal
experienceperie oce paul stands before his
opposers testifying that the savior
livesvee for he had seen him no matter
ift they contradicted him calling him a

maniacoan lac no matter it they imprisoned
1001im and beat him this could not
change the fact nor shake the assur-
ancevice he had of its being a fact with
ourr martyredmartyred prophet it was the a imesime
jrehe stated that hebe had seen the eternal
father and his son no matter if he
hadad to suffer at the hands of one
ratesiee and die for it it was
nevertheless a truth uncunchangeable and
indestructible these MRYmay
sarve to illustrate what the tetestimonystimon y
IN to the believer it is that fullfall asu
anoe of thehe truth of the gospel which

makes its possessor quite as absolute in
his knowledge as he is conscious of the
wotfact that he exists and that the oureur
rounding world is something real it

IFB the sweet fruit of genuine faith andad
ilt gives to those who assess it pencepeace
JOYy strength and power to live
their religion acceptably to the
vatherrather who Is in heaven

this ateftestimony is obtained different-
lyay by different L individuals hardlytwo0 o persons can be found who have
receivedcalvedcelved it in the same way as regards

the minor details As each one hasbaa hisbis
own history soBO he hasbaa also his own
spiritual experience but notwith-
standing the differences there are
some general features that are invari-
ably the same

in the first place the testimony of
which we speak isin as all blessings
the gift of god but the aromie
is given that all who compcomplyy
with certain conditions shall obtain it
the absence of it in any individual
case never depends on him whose
promises are ever faithful ever sure
one of these conditions is to seek for it
diligently which implies the careful
baudy of the innumerable evidencesevidence
that are given to help us to arrive at a
firm conviction the human windmind is
soao constituted that by giving proper
attention to a subject this be-
comes clear truths presented if
given heed to force themselves
on the understandingunderstand ing doubt and
indifference to religioniou truths
will upon investigation probably in
variably be found to be the result of
neglect to study these truths in theabe
proper way while on the other hand
careful attention to them is sure tote
bring the desired testimony

it has already been stated that it is
the gift of god this suggests another
thought it is not likely to be given
to those who do not need it its pur-
pose is to enable the follower of christ
to overcome temptations advance in
holiness and while so doing to further
the interests of the kingdom of god
it is therefore only natural that a per-
son must have a desire in this direc-
tion if hebe wants to obtain this par
nicular gift it is not given to those
whose sole aim in life is to seek world
ly advantages and indulge in temporal
pleapleasuressuros for the evident reason that
it is not needed or desired but when
a person arrives at the happy determi-
nation that he will conquer all evil
tendencies in himself or when
hebe tois placed in a position
where he must stand up for the
truth and face perhaps able
antagonists then he may confidently
ask thetheal mightyAlmighty to give this testimony
and he will receive an answer to hisbis
hubumbleable prayer inila the hour of need
thousands of elderseiders have tradbad this
experience they have returned from
their fields of labor rejoicing in theabe
testimony they have had while serv-
ing their master faithfully

one Insinstance of this kind tois particu-
larly remarkable one of the humble

saints inID jaffa died there about
three years ago previous to his sick-
ness he often expressed a desire to
have a full testimony of the truth of
the gospel but it seemed as if his
desire could ootnot be granted he be-
lieved in the gospelgoepel and defended it
and lived the life of a faithful Saint but
there seemed to be a desire in hisbis soul

r muremore absolute certainty than
hebe hadbad and he often expressed him
self to that effect in conversation with
the elders who visited him he took
sick and it was evident that his days
were numbered two days before his
death be was visited by the german
consul this gentleman commenced
abusing the church of god and told
the dying brother that hisbis sickness was
a punishment for hisbis heresy adding
that if he would renounce mormonism
then and there hebe the consul would
pray to god for him and he would
perhaps be well

the dying man listened for a while
then be resumed a sitting posture
and with beaming eyes and his hand
lifted toward heaven said sir I1 testea
MY to you thattha joseph smith was a
prophet of god and that mormonism is
true then he had the testimony
which he had so much desired he
obtained it when it was most needed
and he died with happiness in hisbis
heart

the lesson we draw from all that the
lord has revealed on this subject and
from the experience of the saints is
that those who will seek diligent-
ly to obtain a testimony of the truth of
the gospel shall reuels it and retain
it as long as they continue to live in
accordance with the expressed will
of god

laun an indian was killed on tues-
day morning atHealat Healdeburg montana
by another indian named maximil-
ian maximilian shot laun with a
pistol the ball entering the abdomen
maximilian claims that launlatin was
pursuing him with a knife intending
to kill him

on thursday george davis of wales
was taken before judge johnson of
spring city on a warrant sworn out
by carl hanson of that town charging
davis with obtaining money under
false pretenses by disposing of personal
property on which a mortgage was held
by hansenhaneen davis was found guiltyguilt
and sentence set for saturday jeph
raim enterprise


