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THE TESTIMONY OF THE TRUTH.

The importance for the Saints of the
Most Hijgh to possese a lestimony of
tle truth of the Gospel of Chrilst is a
theme often dwelt upon by epeskers
Who ndidress their congregations. And
justly 8o, For that testimony is, 8o to
8peak, one of the vital parts of the or-
ganjem through which the spiritual
Ufe makes iteelf manifest 1o the woul.
It 1s a power which in all ages has

ude great men of God. Re.
ligion, piety, goodness of heart
there may be without 1t, but

that poble enthusissm which wae
the distinguishlpg oharacterietics of
Abraham, ot Moses, ot Elijah, of Paul,
8Dd, in our age, of Joseph the Prophet
and his faithiul successors is impossible
until the testimony beconier clear anu
firm, The question what it is and how
It 1s obtained is therefore one of the
most profitable for meditation.

To have a testimony of the truth of
the (3ospel is to have more than
8 belief in 18 dootrines. Bellef
may be founded on the state-
mMment of others, whom we trust
for sound judgment and verscity, while
thig testimony is founded In personal
®xperience, Paul stands before his
Opposers testifying that the Bavior
lives, for he had seen Him. No matter
If they contradieted him, calling him a
Maniae; no matter it they imprisoned
bim apd beat him; tbis could not
Change the fact nor shake the assur-
Ance he had of its being a fact. With
our martyred Prophet it waa thesime.

© atated that he had seen the Eternal

ather and HinB8on. No matter if he

ad tp suffer at the banus of ene-
mies, and die for it It was
Devertheless a truth, unchangable and
Indestructible. These inatapces may
Berve to illustrate what the testimony
18 to the believer. It is that full assu-
fance of the truth of the Goepel, which
makes its posseseor quite as nbeolute in
Bis knowledge as he ts conscious of the
{80t thit he exists and that the sur-
founding world is something real. It
I8 the sweet fruit of genuine faith and
It gives t, those who ,ossess it pesce,
0¥, strength and power to live
thelr religion acceptably to the

ather who is In heaven,
This testimony is obtained different-
ly by different i.dividuals. Hardly
'Wo persons csn be found who have
feceived it in the same way, as regards
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the miner deiails. As each one has hia
own history, so he has aiso his own
spiritnal experience. Bul notwith-
standing the diflerences, there are
some general features that are invari-
ably the same, '

In the first place, the testimony of
which we speak ls, as all blessings,
the gift of God. But the promise
a8 given that all who cowmply
with oertain conditions shall obtain it.
The abeence of it in any Individusal
case never depends on Him whose
prumisee nre ever laithful, ever sure.
One of these condlitions is to seek for it
diligent!y, whivh implies the careful
study of the innumerable evidences
that are given to help ue to arrive at a
firm gonviction. The human mind is
40 constituted that by giving proper
attention to a subject, this he-
comes "olear; truthe presented, if
given beed to, d{force themeselves
on the upnderstanding,. Doeobt and
indifference lo religivu truthe
will, upon investigation, probably in-
variably be found to be the result of
neglect to silndy these truths in tbe
proper way, while on the other hanu
careful attention to them is sure te
nring the desired testimony.

It has already been stated that it is
the gift of God. Thissuggests another
thought. It is not likely to be given
to those who do Dot need it, Ite pur-
pose is to enable the follower of Christ
to overcome temptations, advance in
holiness and while sn doing to further
the interests of the Kingdom of God.
itia therefore only natural that a per-
soD must have a desire in this dlreoc-
tion, if he wauts to obtaln this par-
ticular gift. It is not given to those
whese sole aim in life is to seek world.
j¥ advantages and indulge in temporal
pleasures, for the evident reason that
it is Dot needed or desired. But when
a person arrives at the happy determi-
pation that bhe will conguer all evil
tendencies 1in himself, of when
he iz placed in n  position
where he must stand up for the
truth and face, perhaps, able
antagonists, then he may confidently
ask theAlmighty togive this testimony,
and he will recelve an answer to his
humble prayer in the hour of need,
Thousands of Eiders have hmd this
experience. They have returned from
their flelds of labor rejoiclng In the
testimony they have had while sepv-
Ing their Master faithfully.

Ope instance of thiskind is partiou-
larly remarkable. One of the humble

fr

Baints in Juffa dJdied there about
three yesra ago. Prevlons to his sick-
ness he often expressed a desire to
have = full testimony of the truth of
the Gospel, but It seemed as if his
demire could not be granted. He be-
lleved in the Gospel and defended it
and lived the Jife of a fajthful Baint,but
there seemed to be a desire in hia soul
moure absolute certainty than
he bad, and he often expressed him.
self to that eflect in conversation with
the Eldera who visited him. He took
stuk and it was evicent that his days
were numbered. Two days before his
death, he was visited by the German
onneul, ‘Thia gentleman commenced
abusing the Church of God and told
the dying brotlier that his Rickness was
a punishment for his heresy, adding
that if he would rencunce Mormonism
then and there, he—the consul—would
pray to God for bhim and he wonld
perhaps be well.

The dying man listened for a while,
Then be rerumed a sitting posture,
and with beaming eyes and his hand
litted toward heaven, sald, “8Sir, [ tes-
tity to you tha{ Joseph Bmith was a
Prophet ot God and that Mormonism la
true.*” Then he had the testimony
which he had so much desired, He
obtained it when it was most needed,
and ‘he died with happiness in his
heart, ‘

The lesson we draw from all that the
Lord has revesled on this subject and
from the experience of the Salnts is
that those who will seek diligent-
Iy to obtain u testimony of the truth of
the Gospel shall reveiv it, and retain
it as long a8 they continue to live in
accordance with the expressed will
of God.

Laun, an Indian, was kllled on Tues.-
day morning at Heaidsburg, Montans,
by another Iandian named Maximll-
ian, Maximilian shot Laun with a
pistol, the ball entering the abdomen.
Maximilian c¢laims that Laun was
pursuing bim with a knife, intending
to kill him.

On Thursdey George Davis of Wales.
waa taken belore Judge Johnson of
Bpring City on a warrant sworn out
by Carl Hansen of that town charging
Davis with obtaiuning money under
fulee pretenses by disposing of personal
property on which a mortgage was hefd
by Hapsen, Davis was found guilty
and sentence sel for Baturday.— Eph-
raim Enterprise,



