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REPORTED BY D. W. EVANS.
It is a great pleasure to me to have the
ﬁrivilegﬂ of meeting with the Baints. 1
elight to listen to the counsels and
1ings of the servants of God in rela-
tion to thosé things which pertain toour
salvation. T have enjoyed the instruc-
tions that have been given during this
Conference, and 1 can bear my testimo-
ny that they have all been good, and we
will be blessed if we treasure them in our
hearts and practice them in our lives,
We are a blessed people, and we can be
more so if we are more diligent and
faithful, for God will mete out His re-
wards and blessings as we merit them.
1f we desire blessings we must seek after
them; if we desire advancement we must
seek to advance ourselves by being ener-
getic and faithful. For, although we
compose the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, and it requires the
strength of the multitude to perform any
great work, such as the gathering of the
oor, the rearing of temples, or the
Euilding of a tabernaele like this, yet
every man should perform his part how-
ever small that may be. We must do
our in®ividual work, be faithful for our-
selves, and bLuild upon our own founda-
tion.

I was particularly interested just now
in listening to the remarks of Bro. Van
Cott, and 1 thought while he was speak-
ing that a part of his remarks came very
near hitting me. I have had some little
experience with our Danish ‘brethren
and sisters in the Kndowment House,
and have felt sometimes, perhﬂ.ﬁa, \YhEn
a little impatient, that it was but little
use for them to come to get their endow-
ments when they did not understand
more than half a dozen words in the
English language, and consequently
were unable to make their wants kfiown;
but I am willing to accept the explana-
tion given by Bro. Van Cotty and I
think, that in the future I shall be more
sautious in saying that it is useless for
those who do not understand the Eng-
lish Ian to partake of the ordinances
ef the House of the Lord. Still I think
it is highly desirable for our foreign
brethren and sisters to learn the English
language so far as to be able to under-
stand the counsels of the servants of God;
for though the gift of interpretation may
occasionally be given, as in the case re-
ferred to by Bro. Van Cott, yet I think
it is by no means a common occurrence,
I have no doubt that .English is very
difficult to be learned by those who are
advanced in years, for its construction,
sounds and accents are very diflerent
from almost any other language; still it is
ailite sgible for nearly all to learn it so

at they can understand it when they
hear it spoken if they cannot learn to
speak it. I believe this to be true, for 1
remember, on the BSandwich Islands,
missionaries of the American Board who
had labored for upwards of thirty years
in the study of the Hawaiin language,
who were scarcely able to speak a sen-
tence intelligibly, but they could very
well understand everything that was
said. I infer from this that our foreign
brethren may learn English go as to un-
derstand it, though they may not be able
to speak it. And as the Lord has seen
fit to reveal the gospel and its ordinances

in the Erglish lﬂnf,ruage, it is a duty de--

volving upon us all to perfect ourselves
therein, go that we may comprehend the
teachings of the servantsof God. In con-
nectien with this I would say, if I may
be permitted to do so, that it would be
well for all foreign Saints who cannot
talk the English language, who come to
receive their endowwents, to have their
genealogies written before coming, in
good, plain writing, by an interpreter,
so that their genealogies may be correctl
recorded. At present this is an EKE&E£
ingly “difficult matter, for it is seldom
that there are those present who can act
as interpreters, and consequently it is
impossible to keep our records as correct-
ly as they ought to be kept. When peo-
ple ean falk and make themselves under-
stood, all that is necessary isto post their
minds in relation teo those particulars
that will be required of them, which they
can easily learn from their bishops or
{from some one who has had his endow-
ments, and so be able to answer the
questions that may be asked of them.

I feel thankful that I am associated
with the Saints, I have felt grateful to
the Lord forthe instructions and counsels
that have been given during this Con-
ference. Ivery discourse seemed to pos-
gess nmore than ordinary interest. They
have been full of light, truth and wis-
dom, and of ¢onsolation to the Raints.
We have a great labor to perform, a great
mission to fill, and it is neeessary that

| desire to labor to build it
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we should be faithful and diligent, hum-
ble and submissive in all e required
If we are called to go on a mis-
sion let us be on handto g6, no matter
whether to preach or build up Zion [with
our hands. This is the express business
man and woman who hasa
in the Church and Kingdom of
1f any of us have not yet learned
this, it is certainly time we had. This
is a lesson we have to learn, and the Lord
will teach it to us sooner or later, wheth-
er we want to learn it or not, unless we
turn away from the truth. We must be
willing to hearken and be obedient toall
the counsels of the servants of God or we
cannot retain our standing and fellow-
ah,ilp in the midst of the nta.
hen let us go to, and adopt the coun-

sels given to us. Let us make our own
clothing and hats and bonnets; gather
the poor froem the nations, haul the rock
from the cafions to build the temple,and
let the young men who have been call-
ed to go south take wives along with
them. Let uscontribute our mite as far
as the Liord requires of us that we may
d? something towards the building ul;:
of His Kingdom. This is the way I feel.
I have ever felt that my interests were
identified with the Kingdom of God, in
other words that I had nointerest apart
from the Kingdom of God, no friends
aside from the Saints of the Most High.

I seek no friendship and desire no fa-
miliarity or associations but with those
who have embraced the gospel of the
Son of God. This has ever been my
feeling, so much’so that I coudd nomore
associate or mingle with those who are
not Baints than I could be persuaded to
cut off my right arm. I can not do it,
Such associations are repugnant to m
feelings, and I have never yet been able
to overcome that repugnance. I have
been placed in circumstances whe
have tried to be sociable and friendly;
but it was all I could do to be courteous
and pleasant, and I am of opinion that
it was all that was necessary, I desire
to be numbered with the Saints, te dwell
with them in time and eternity. M
interests are with the Kingdom and
,and for the
establishment of the gospel in the earth;

of every
standing
God.

| that wickedness may cease and right-

ousness predominate; that the wisdom

the truth, understand God and His
ways, work righteousness, be faithful,
B;Jre, holy and upright in all our

oughts and straghtforward in all our
dealings one with another. This is our
mission as Saints.. We see sinand folly
all around us, ignorance and supersti-
tion everywhere; we see that the adver-
sary of souls has great power over the
minds of the children of men, YWe gee
that the world is prone to fnfly : right
in the midst of Israel we see this, The
rising generation is given to vanity and
foolishness; they seek after and follow
the fashions of the world. 1Itisa part
of the mission of the Latter-day Saints
to overcome these things, to put them
under our feet and to make all subser-
vient tothe accomplishment of the pur-
poses of the-Almighty. ILet the gospel
of Jesus Christ be the ruling Emlnn of
our m:nds; our guide all the day long,
and let all other things be sgecondary,
then we will not beledaway and become
subjeet to the world.

When we begin to follow after the
fashions and follies of the world we are
like the sow that was washed returning
again to her wallowing in the mire, or
the dog to his vomit, we are returning
to the pit whence we were dug; we are
bringing ourselves into bondage to those
things that are forbidden. We are act-
ing foolishly in the sight of God, for we
are commanded to abstain from these
things. You can easily tell the young
men or women whose minds are solely
oecupied with dress, with theirexternal
appearance or with the desire for admi-
artion.—You may tell by their walk and
actions what occupies their minds.
Young men‘*Youiay easily tell whether

wife—a help meet, or not, by observing
her actions, her walk and conversation.
I advise yoang men and young women
to be careful. We ﬂ have experience
to gain. Experiene€ is a dear school-
master, and we are such dall seholars
that we oftener learn by buying our ex-
perience than by being taught, Weare
glow to believe, to listen and receive in-
struction and admonition from those
who have had experience, and we too
often go blindly along until we learn by
the things we suffer. Look well, be
wise, make a wise choice of your com-
Eany, your prineciples; speak wisely and

indly. Seek wisdom at the hand of
(God; ask the Lord to teach ivuu the wng
to walk that you may kmrp n the pat
of truth, and prosper. If we take our
own course we are sure to fall.

I believe I have occupied my allotted |

humanity uhuwi%;.
| to those who are humble, faithiul, and true be-

of the Liord may prevail l6.111{.1 take pos-
| sesgion of our minds; thalwe may know

‘Baints are well fed, well ¢l

a young woman will make you a useful4

,-?hu of the Spirit of God, the more he is like Him

time. I am thankful to be with y
here, and I pray that the Lord will t
us individually and collectively,that we

may enjoy hisspirit ﬂme_ in wisdom
faithfulness an aﬂgzud wmir, whlch’,
may God grant for Christ’s sake, amen.

Govvespondence,

Provo, Feb.
. Editor. Deseret News: — At half-past ' seven
o'clock this morning, Presidenig Brigham
Yu&n‘]g, accompanied by Elders Wilford Wood-
ruff, nsue‘u‘Ph A, Young, Brigham Young, Jun,,
John W.Young, A, O, mmbh.ﬂ.]ﬂum John
%uiraa, George D. Watt, Orson Arnold and
illiam Longstrouh, left Salt Lake City to
hold a two days’' meeting in the ity of Provo,
B?-EEI Bitner joined the company atBlg Cotton-
w i 4
We arrived at American Fork about noon
where we found Elders Geo, A. Smith, and
Joseph W, Young, who had left the city on the
6th, and staid for the night at Milo Andru
station. Inan hour after our arrival at Ameri-
can Fork, several more carriages arrived, bring.
ing Prest. Heber (. Kimball, Joseph F. Smith,
E. ¥. Sheets, William Calder, A Dewey
Henry Lawrence, Lorin Farr, David Day, and
Porter Rockwell. After a not unpleasant drive
though the road was somewhat wet, we entered
Provo City between four and five pm. We]
were met at Provo river by citizens on horse |
back, In sleighs and in other conveyances,
among Iwﬁ;:uﬁn | ﬂ?fﬁf“d Ii_lhahplmnt counte-
nance of Bisho er, who heartily bade the
President and gis friends welcome. The com-
pany were distributed among the.citizens, a
Eraat, part of it being entertained at the Bishop’s

ouse, ;
il » Saturday 8th, 10a,m,

Meeting was called toorder by Bishop Miller,
when the choir ﬂunﬁﬂln theé meeting 1 observ-
ed other citizens of Balt Lake City besides those
named, who came o Provoin advance of the
President’s company, The Saints flocked in
from the neilghboring cities to attend the two
days' meeting. FPrayer by Elder Woodrufl,

kKider Geo. A, Bmith discoursed upon oneness.
Prest, B, Young next spoke in a fatherly and
interesting manner upon the necessity ofthe
Latlter-day Saints conforming to the counsels
of the Spirit, relating to their natural lives.

ou |

7, 1868,

|* 11}? llil wﬁl_uﬁd ‘!rmrl. A
| . word falls o produeerighteousness, it is be
%}s notreceived and nourished by Lhapggﬁlﬁi

‘through readin

Balnts know about them? When they

=

President H. C. Kimball gaid:~Weought to b

1l of light and knowledge, that they mg:ly be i;
‘hen the seed of the

e Book of Mormon should be
Saints, and they should pray to the Father in
the name of Jesus, for His Spirit, that they may
understand its contents; and before they gel

it they will be filled with the

wer of the Holy Ghost. Again, here is the

k of revelations given tons., What do the
r

them, they should read slowly and with a -:*::?;-Hb:r:l(3

templative mind, Eﬂylng tothe Fatherin the
name of Jesus for the Spirit of revelation. It is

read by ihe

{written in the book of revelations, that the

people in Jackson County were under condem-
nation because they neglected the new and
everlasting covenant, even the Book of Mor-
mon, and the former revelations, Bhall we be
excused if we neglect reading the Bible, the
Book of Mormon and the [Book of Doectrine and
Covenanls? These books should be read that we
may be able to give a reason of the hope Lhat is
within us, Not a single word of any of the reve-
lations which have been given to us in these
last days, will fall te any man who lives them;
ande woman who will do the same, will be
blessed with all the blessings of the holy women
Lthat have lived in days of old., That which we
sow we must reap, and that which we measure
to others will be measured to us again.

Bishop A, O, Smoot briefly reviewed the his-
tory of the setiling of this cmml‘.r%. Meeting
was dismissed by Elder W. Woodrufl,

American Fork, Monday 10th, 1568,

I visited the Court House in Provo this morn-
ing, and found a erowd of citizens casting their
ggé-gg {gr 3}; ﬂ;ﬂiﬁeﬁa; m‘.lIl aﬁ:?ed ;_ml ter?:ated and

eir privilege of letting their
cholce be known at the polls, .

The President and ‘fompany left Provo abont
ﬂp.m., and arrived In American Fork abont 4
o'clock., Al 6o’clock we met with the Saintsin
this place, who erowded their meeting house to
itsutmost ea.gaci ty. PresidentsBrigham Young
and Heber C, Kimball, Elders John Tavlor,
Joseph A. Young, Brigham Yeung, Jun., John
W. Young, L. Farrand H, W. Lawrence were on
the stand, Mayor Smoot, ‘Elders W. Woodrnn
and Joseph F, Smith, with several more of the
company, will not leave Provountil to-morrow.
ETIEE:I?:%?BEnwEHxﬁ;IIIIM Eun? rg!'g By i

. - en n s prayer b
Elder John W, Young, e ¥

Elder John Taylor has just now entered the
ﬂunmtiun. ™ il - ; :

P nt Heber C. Kimball disecoursed npon

the blessings that will flow

fore the Lord. A mass meeting of the citizens |

of Provo wasg notified to eonvene at one o'clock.
Meetuing dismissed*by Elder Geo. A. Smith,
¥ l -m-

Meeting called to order by Bisho

ller,
glngu:g by the choir, Prayer by Bishop A, O,

moot,

Bishop Miller then stated that they had met
together for the pu of nominating those
whom thepeople wished for Cit mmmﬁand to
give an npﬁarmmwfnr any of the citizens to
express thelr views, He said further, that there
lived in Provo as good n.-peoglﬁu in any ward
or ¢city in the Territory, and he was satisfied
they would do right in all things. ;

[The ticket published in our loeal columns
yesterday was then &mﬂﬁnted. and the gentle-
men named were nominated.—ED

SBa y10a.m, .,

Meeting called to order by Prest. B. Young:"

EMer Joseph A. Young said:—We are here to
reflect and gain intelligence for the upbuilding
of the kingdom of our God. When a man stands
before the people filled with the Spirit of God,
although he may say mothing new, the people
wﬂlg&nﬂeﬂh 8 v a brightening of ideas,
and fresh vigor in their religion. It seemsto me
that the Lord is calling upon us to be more
faithful, more tntelltfent.. and to do a little
:1:; gr %ﬁy building uhf His kingdom; and

{aerform, Urry aswemay. we
are nt.gerad out here that we may Ygr{ﬁr
and increase and live by the law which pro-
ceeds m the Lord Almighty. The Lord is
telling us toremember our brethren and sisters
among the natigns, to give of our substance to
gather those whom thml has brought to
the knowledge of God 8. .

Elder Bﬂghm Young, Jun, said;—The princi-
ples of truth have a greater hold upon the
minds of the Saints to-day than at any former
Egrlod of the history of this kingdom. The faith

at wasonce delivered to the Saints is growing
among the people., Thes

cidents in the history of

peaker referred to in-
the travels of this peo-
ple, to prove by com

singing; and prayer by Elder Brigham: Young,
Jun, Elder Josephi¥F, gmlt.h said, all maaln%
are on missions, but only the Latter-day Saints
have entered into the spirit and labor of the
mission allotted to man on the earth, All men
should be as much interested in the work of the
last days as we, and we should be more in-
terested in it than weare, We are en ina
great and glorlous work; 1t should befirst in our
affectious, and there should be within us an
ever-abiding willingness to carry out the coun-
sel of the Most High, We should not only build
%nltim and reclalm countries, but build up
Zion in our own hearts, which isthe greatest
work, and establish the truth within us, and
overcome the wealkness and allurements of the
flesh, What advantage will itbeto us if wegain
the whole world and negleet to cultivate
honesly, integrity, uprighiness and the sanetifi-
cation of ourselves before the Lord. To establish
the principles of the gospel is our work, and in
this alone can we be blessed and prospered tems-
porally and spiritually, We should be a light
set upon a hill, and our example.should be
worthy the imitation of all, Sin of every kind
should be frowned down among us, and we
should be exemplary in all righteousness, We
should be wise, and 48 good and united asitis
mﬁlh!e for men to be in the flesh, that we may

: nblﬁ to perform our laborsin the Lord suc-
cessfully.

Bishop Elijah F. Sheets said, we should neve
forget our prayers, and we should never forge
our God, who brought' us from theé different
countries and nations of the earth, All that we
have is the Lord’s, and when He wishes it to
gather the pootr from the nations, or perform
any work to build up the kingdom of God, it
should be on-hand., The man who raises a
bushel of wheat more than he needs for his own
consumption, has done so much for the general

ood. He must be a slothful servant who pro-

nces nothing more than he consumes, The
‘and well housed,
and they are greatly bl n the valleys of
these mountains, and should be united. Our
blessings will be increased more gnd more if we
make a good use pof that which We have. The
meeting was dismissed by Elahugﬂheetﬁ.

After an hour’s intermission, the meeting was
called to order by President Brigham Young,
Singing., Prayer by Prest. Heber C, Kimball,

Elder Geo, G, Bywater occupied some time,
and was followed by Elder Wilford Woodruff,
who said: We are in a t school, and the
principles which we may learn are as numerous
asthey are important, As a people, we should
ﬁriza our liberty, our privileges, the gospel of

fe and salvation, the holy priesthowd, the
living oracles, the written word,and the promise
of eternallife, We have time upon time, coun-
sel after counsel, a continuation of daily guid-
ance by the Holy Spirit thro His servant
Brﬁ;ham aund his brethren,” We have been tried
and have not yet got through; the deyil is not

el dead, and our trials will continue; the war-
are will last as long as we live, and while we
live we should labor te do goed and build up the
kqunm of God, until we have overcome the
world, the flesh a#hd the devil, The more a man

his operations tosave mankind., He hasa
desire to live so himself, and to see his brethiren
live so that confidence may be restored and
onerness established, We are under obligation
before the Loord to live so as to possess enough of
the Holy Spirit to keep His commands and the |
counseisgiven to us by His servants, The more
of the Spirit of the Lord we possess, the more
kKind we shall be te all with whom we have to
do, and the greater will bethesalvation we shall |
be able to accomplish in our administrations

ison that the faith and

union of the people to-day are greater than at
any previous time. If we live the principles
hich we have embraced, we havean assarance

at God is our friend, and all things are His

Elder John W.Young remark ed, that we livein
an important age. He regarded the present time
as the most important to t sople of these
mountains of any former pe ‘ ferring to
the present visit to Provo, he said that he be-
lieved the people there would feel better for it.
After two or three days instroction from the
servants of God, the people always get warmed
up, and the light of the Spirit begins to show
them the great things of the kKingdom of God.
We are willing togo to the nations of the earth
when called upon, yet often e littls duty
seems harder for us to ‘gartorm .ihan totake a
long forelgn mission. e shonld feel that God
isat the helm; and we should know that His
servants are instructed in what is for our best
ood, All we have comes from Him, and He
as power to take from us'all that 15 dear in
life. The Word of Wisdom, the speaker viewed
as a commandment which contains some of the
greatest )Erﬂmiaes that Godever made to man,
and which will be ours if we obey it. We owe

{obedience to these inspired words, not only for

own sakes, but for the sake of our children,
Pres, Heber C, Kimball said:—with al]l the
freaching- they have previously had at Prevo,
he people there have not before felt so much of
the power of the Holy Ghost as they have at the
meeting atour recent visit, e Lord says that

He will gather outl & people from ameng this
le who will serve Eg?n. It will not ﬂ%ﬁwer
or this people to steal, to lie, to speak evil of
one another, to bear false witness against their
neighbors, hy keeping your covenants, there
is a promise for you and your children after
you, from generation to gegeration. Sowillthe
curse of God beupon the Wwicked from genera-
tion to generation. Abraham withheld noth-
ing from the Lord, neither should we, if we, as
the children of Abraham, wounld enjoy the
blessi of Abraham, *“Thou shalt not covet
thy neighbor’s wife, nor anything thatis thy
neighbor's.” We of all people, should be the
most faithful; and the man who does not pray
daily and deyvote himself to God cannot stand.
When aman of God is injured im his feelings,
he goes and prays that I,heSEbirlt of his Father
may touch him,and h‘an&n hen come out of
his et and bless the man who hss injured
him. We have next to watch and pray, for
there are thousands of wicked spiritsstriving to
lead us away from God, The Gospelin thisday
is, as it was in former days, like a net cast inlo
the sea, which gathers m&nnd bad: and God
will choose from among this people Lthose who
will serve him, Turn unto the Lord, O, yve Lat-
ter-day Saints, for the time is pastthat we shall
be permitted to sin with impunity, We arede-
pending upon doetors to heal our sick, and our
children a_-rmg all around Us, We shonld
have faith before God, that our sick may be
healed by the laying on of hands and anointing
with oil, in the name of the Lord. We have
power to rebuke diseases in ourselves and in
our families, and it is given to usof God, not
mlﬂy for ourselves and families but for this peo-
e, :
- President B, Young spoke at someélength, and
fhe meeting was dismissed by Elder John Tay-
ﬂrl

- - &  Tuesday, Feb, 11.

This morning the President and. that portion
of the company who left Provo with him yes-
terday, s from American Fork between
nine and ten o'clock, and arrived in the city at
a quarter to two p m,

duripg our life time,

his visit has been franght with much dt
the people of ?rovn, and I think 1 naveﬁglt g




