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door, and ducked nnd soused them
till all ertel for qunrter.

“Ahl*” gald a chance passer-by,
who hnd watched the whole per-
formance, ‘‘that’s the shameful wny
in which these nr polygimous
women are foreced into submission.”
Indeed, he told the story every-
where, with sundry iogenious em-

profestlons. Theit marital] relations
make this an easy matter. The
woman will always be the hea.l and
geniuns of the home, but whether it
is a corollary that she shall forever
wash dishea and scrub floors has be-
come a grave guestion. The rapid
progress of the age finds ready dis-
ciples in Mormon wives, who feel

bellishments, of how he had scen |the uaturn]l eraving for home life

these poor women dragged hy the
hair of the head to the pump, nod
there penrly drowned before they
would give up and promise obedi-
ence.

It may not be out of place here to
speak of the many tourists who come
to Utanh with preconiceived notions,
put themselves atonce in the hands
of our palitical aml moral enemies,
hear the stock-in-trade of the few
npostates who are const.anﬂﬂ en-
gaged im retailing the same blnou-
curdling stories that have been told
for the last half cenbury, nad after
two or three days go awny
with an uwmalterable conviction
that polygamy is answerable for
every heartache in Mormondom. I
could ndd an entreaty thatstran-
gers should maketheir inquiries of
thoge who have iived the new order
of marriage, and should base their
conclusions on the evidemces of
their eyes and reasouning faculties,
rather than oo the henring of sec-
ond-hand, fabulous stories.

Btatistics will bear me out in
sayilng that there nre fewer pau-
pers, fewer criminals, fewer insane
among polygamous than nmong
monogamous familien. It isa well-
known fact here in Utah that there
are fewer physicul defects wand
- greater intelligence in plural homes
than io the same grade or class in
mMouogamYy.

Nowhere on the face of this wide
earth is the love of husbands for
their wives and wives fur their
husbands so futibwe, so thrili-
ing, and Bo divine a8 it is here in
Utah. Men go by hundreds into
prisons, by thousands into willing
exile, rather than sacrifice the
hearts of their beloved companiona.
Women cheer them in this determi-
nation, separating from this life in
the glad hope of an eternal reunion,
which no law, no court of public
opinion can ever deny to them. To
be true in this life through trial and
separntion 18 preferred by these
faithful people to the breakinog of
solemun covenants.

In conoection with this idea of
.the undue exaltation of the husbua nd
am! cougequent unduw debase-
ment of the wives, let me offer
an illustration. When a body
of American people unite a8 a
Btate and «¢lect 8 govermor, they
choose n man because ot his honor,
integrity, and supetior inteiligence.
Io the same way Mormon women
seloct a husband. The affections of
the people twine around their
chosen hend, if he is worthy, and
his presence i» welcomed nand
courted everywhere. It is so with
Mormon husbands.

The Mormon women »re working
grandly at the rex problem of the
pnineteenth cemtury. They are be.
gioning to move out on independent
lines of busioess, of art, and of the

apd children satiafied, yet withal
have nmple time for the develop-
ment “and  cultivation of evely
faculty within them.

Content in Lkoowing herself be-
loved, and wedded to n man
whose purity of body and mind is
equal to her own, while his intelli-
gence is one dvegree higher, his wis-
dom a rock upvn which to lean in
every emergency, the- plural wife
may, from her own threshold. look
out ioto the hroad world and choose
such enterpriee ns she feels herself
adnpted to, the twenty years of her
middle life spent in the care and
rearing of her children the while
she i3 qulelly studying and prefmr-
ing herself for that further miession.
At the end of her child-bearing
period she may, while aiding her
own and her husband*s family with
her wisdom and experience, launch
out into her chosen voeation, ready
to add the mite of her expericnee to
the great problem of humnnity.
That problem is the development of
each individuality to its hixrhest pos-
sibility, the wise care and rearing
of dependent childhood, and the
peace, happiness, and well-being of
all Gou*s childrem, That polyg-
amy, wisely and faithfully prac-
ticed, will be a grand factor in
brirging to pass this millennivm of
usefu)ness and happiness, I stncere-
ly believe.

In the foregoing pages ] have
spoken chiefly of the terapornl or
worldly side of this matter. Tt has,
however, aapiritual aspect; it Is n
qutstion, in fact. that, ]Plfa the soul
of man, is composed of two indivisi-
bie parts, the: spirit and tle body.
the apiritunl and the temporal, mei-
ther belng complete without the
other, the two uniting to formy a
beautiful, complete whole ot entity.

The jndiciary of our country,
backed by the prejudiced voive of
the Amerigan public, have forced
polygamy from our beautiful terri-
tory. We are a broken, crushed,
and oppressed people. We are hen-
estly secking to continue, a8 we he-
gan over lifty years ago to be, a
inw-abiding, law-fearing people.
Here, as a fitting close to my earnest
effort, fo give a clearer view of this
vexed question, 1 wish tosay to that
mistaken, prejudiced, A merican pub-
fic, you have struck from Morinon
hands the puwer to solve the great
question of pure, holy marriage; but
you will yet meet the issue—I koow
oot how, I kpnow mot when,—but
come if will, for it is written that
*Truth shall look down from heav-
en, nnd Righteousness shall spring
up from the earth.** The progress
of toduy will varry you out ou the

_rocks and reefs of the wnarginge re.

Intion, and with you will it rest
whether your barks shall sink inte
misery and disgrace, or ride on the
outgoinyg tide of advancementto the
deep sea of truth and divine virtue.

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

ELDER SIMMONS' DEATH.

The following létter brings anxi-,
ously looked for information of the
circurastapves connected with the
denth of Elder Edgar D. S8immous:
AINTAB, Turkey, Feb. 6, 1890.

To the Firat Presidency of the Chnrch
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Sainta:

Beloved Brethren — It becomes
my painful duty to communicate to
you the sorrowful news that our
dear brother in Christ. and fellow-
laborer, Elder Edgar D. Bimmons,
departed this life day before yester-
day, Tuesday, the 4th of February,
1890, at 2 ) m.,after a sicknessuftwo
weeks, of which the last eight dayn
have been very painful. He died
of smallpox, His last moments,
however, were peaceful. His voice
began to fail him gradually durin
the last days of his sickness, aug
during the l:st day he was almost
unable to speak, but he was able to
understand questions put to hlm.

This is & serrowful event for the
whole Chureh of Jeaus Christ, as
also for the relativesof the deceased,
but it is a consolation to us all that
he died as afaithful member in the
Churchi, 'The funeral tovk place
yesterday, February 5th, at 3 p.m.,
o the Armeuiau gemetery. The
Protestant priest told Brother Ve-
zirinn that, provided we wished it
89, he would speak at the services,
and on accouut of my inability to
make s speech in the Turkish
language, I gave my consent. At
the nppo'oted time he came, and
after the budy was put in the cof-
fin, he spoke in the house as well
as nlso afterwards at the grave.

I bave dressed ourdeparted brother
a8 well ag I had understanding to do,
and ordered the coffiu painted white.
I found on the arrival of the cotfin
that it was covered with white
eluth, tacked all over ity and on the
cerners and edges wers black strips
and hlack roseites, fastened with
brass-headed palls, On account of
it bwing already over nod above the
wllotted time to-keep a corpse, we
had to hurry to put the body into the
coffin, and Jeft everytbing as de-
scribed.

I do not know tlie nddress of
Brother Edgar D. 8immons’ rela-
tives; therefore I ask you to kindly
inform them, as likewise to ex-
press to them my best regnrds and
condolence. It would have given
me grest satisfaction if Brother
S8immons could hive returned to his
beloved enes at home, but God lhiad
ordained it otherwise. It was n
hard time for the departed, becaune
hehai the malady in the very worst
degree.

Just mow I received a telegram
from my stepfather, Q. Grau, at
Haifa, Byria, to leave this plave, and
therefore, a8 soon as I can make it
possible to go, I shall do 8o, and wili
take Brother Bimmons? effects with
me to Haifa, and his relativea can
there write to me their address and
directions conceruing his thingn.

Please let this suffice, as this letter
has to be posted right away. My
best regards to the First 1'reridency
hoping this letter may find you ali
well. Your brother in the Guspel,

FRIEDRIOH DIETERLE.




