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I HAVE been very much interested in
the remarks made | y Brother Erastus
Snow, who has addressed us.

These are precious principles which
only the Saints know how to compre-
hend and appreciate. We are told
‘‘that the natural man perceiveth not
the things of God, neither can he know
them, for they are spiritually dis-
cerned,” and therefore those outside
of that influence and spirit which 1s
communicated to the Saints of the
Most High, throngh obedience to the
Gospel of the Son of God, find it very
difficult to understand them. But we
comprehend them, because God has
iven unto us His Spirit which takes of
e things of God and shows them unto
S,

I and a few others have been away
from here for some time, visiting
among our southern brethren; Brother
sSnow, who has just spoken to you, was
one of the party., It appears rather an
inclement season of the year to goona
journey of that kind ;but circumstances
seemed to make it necessary that we
should go and look after the interests
of the people, socially and politically;
for notwithstanding our religious
ideas, we still have certain rights,priy-
jieges and immunities, which belong
to usas individuals and as citizens o

the United States, in common with
others. And seeing that things were
quite loose in those far-off settlements
and that men and their families were
being subjected to various Kinds
of outrage, usurpation and imposi-
tion, in many instances under
the form of law, it seemed nec-
essary that somebody should attend
to these matters, and 1 thought it best
for e to go, in company with others
of our brethren, to ascertain what was
the true position of affairs, and to give
such counsel as the circumstances
might demand, We found that a great
jany outrages had been perpetrated
upon roany of our brethren: thal they
had been dealt with contrary to law,
and in violation, as has been referred
to, of the rules of jurisprudence gov-
erning such matters; that a vindictive
and persecuting spirit had been mani-
fested,and that several of the brethren
had been sent off to a distant land from
taeirown, I did not know but that
vhey were without a prison in Arizona
when 1 heard of these things, and that
therefore they had sent a number of
honorable men who differed from them
in their religions sentiments off to De-
troit. 1 had these things inquired into
and found they had a good Peniteatiary
in Arizona, and that there was no ne-
cessity for any suchoutrage as this to
be perpetrated upon decent men. 1
was sorry to find that things had been
conducted in this unusual and vindic-
tive manner, and without any ostensi-
ble reason for such extra-judicial acts.
Not only because injustice had been
heaped upon honorable men, but also
because of the position in which it
places the nation, which was once the
pride and glory of all lovers of freedom
and equal rights, and boasted of as be-
ing “‘the land of the free, the home of
the brave, and an asylum for the op-
pressed.” These foolish men are now
seeking to carry out the enormities
that existed among whaet was called the
civilization and intelligence of ancient
barbarism, then, as now, under the
name of Christianity and other eupho-
nious appellations which are common
to us and that we are weil acquainted
with. I was in hopes that things were
not so bad as they were represented to
be, but 1 found that I was mistaken in
that matter, and [ was sorry to find
myself so nustaken.

Inrelation to this anomalous form of
proceeding they are now copyisg the
example of Russia, which is generally
considered an arbitrary government,
and where despotism Las been suli,-
posed to reign supreme; they have in
that nation a place called Siberia, to
which they banish mexn, under a des-
potic rule, without much formality of
trial. I was hardly prepared to-day
to suppose that we needed an American
Siberia under the form and in the name
of liberty and the rights of men, Dut
this is the fact. We have here in Amer-
jica to-day an American Siberia in De-
troit, to which place, upwards of two
tnousand miles from their homes,
men are banished for a term of years;
and what for? Decause they have the
temerity to worship God according to
the dictates of their own conscience,
and cannot fall down and worship be-
fore the Moloch of an effete Christiani-
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1"Thnase extraordinary proceedings that
have been going on in this Territory,
in Arizona and in other places—
simply exhibit the very principle that
Brother Snow has been speaking of, 1
need not tell vou about affairs that
have transpired here. You are quite
as well acquainted with them asI am,
and ought to be better: for I have been
away from here for about four weeks
visiting the Saints in our southern set-
tlements,- and we have had a most
pleasant visit. Outside of these ex-
traordinary proceedings, we found the
people prospering very well, with

leasant homes and bright prospects
BEfﬂrE them., We had with us several
of our best brethren, and we visited
many of our settlements in that dis-
trict of country, the residents of
which were very much tified at on
appearance in their midst, and for th

| you had the audacity to worship God

this is frequently done by the arbiters
and minions of the law in the name of
Lustlce; but we profess to be governed
y higher, by nobler and more exalted
principles, and to move on 8 higher
plane: and if Jesus could afford to en-
dure the attacks of sinners against
Himsell, we, if we have the Gospel that
we profess to have, ought to be able
to endure a little of the same thing.
There is nothing new in these affairs,
nothing strange in this at all. Many
of you bave had much to do with these
matters. Some of these grey-headed
men that 1 see betore me know a little
more about those matters than some of
the younger portion do. Muny of you
have been driven from your homes
robbed of your property, ispussessed
of your possessions and had to flee
from your homes to these mountain
valleys, and seek an asylum among the
red savages which was denied you by
our so-called Christian brethren. Be-
ore you came here vou were banished
from the State of Missouri into the
State of Illinois. What for? Because

according to the dictates of your own
consciences, I have had to flee from
blood-thirsty bandits time and time
again. DBrother Snow had to do it
and many of you grey-headed men and
women have had to do it, What for?
Because of liulygamy? No, there was
no such thing then alleged. What
for? Because you had the hurdihuud,‘
in this land of freedom, to worship
God according to the dictates of your
own consciences. For this crime
you had to leave your homes,
and you were despoiled and robbed
and plundered, and bad to flee
as exiles into another land. I had
to do it, you have had to do it. You
fled from Missouri to Illirois, and
then from Illlinois to this laad, and
why? Why did vou leave lllinois and
come here? Did you injure anybody?
No. They killed your Prophets, and 1
saw them martyred,and was shot most
unmercifully myself, under the pledge
of protection from the Governor, and
they thought they had killed mne; bat
I[am alive yvet by the grace of God (sen-
sation). Why had you to leave? Be-
cause they murdered vour Prophets
and wanted to possess themselves of
your property; murder and spoliation
generally go together. And because
they killed them, they accused you of
doing some wrong, said you must leave
our homes, and there was nobody
ound in all that wide lJand to check
the outrages of those red-handed as-
sassins, to administer justice and to
Kreserve you in your rights. 1 do not
now any other reason; 1 never did
know any other, and never expect to
be informed of any other.

The history of these things is quite
familiar to you as Latter-day Saints,
and you do not think it anything
strange., Some of our yonng people
think that the gresent proceedings are
very remarkable., But many of us,
grey-headed folks, have seen plenty of
such proceedings, and have had many
experiences of this Kind; they are
nothing new to us at all, And did we
ever expect them to get better? We
bave not so gunderstood it. We are
told in the Scriptures, and we have
kept teaching it all the while,that ‘“the
wicked would grow worse and worse,
decelving and beingz deceived.” That
is doctrine which I have believed in for
the last 50 years and I have had a good
deal of testimony and practical con-
firmation on that point. We expect
that these things will transpire. We
have been told about secret orcaniza-
tions that should exist, and they are
beginning to permeate these United
States, and are laying the foundation
for disruption, disintegration and des-
truction. It is not necessary that
Congress and the Judiciary should set
examples of tyranny and violation of
Constitutional law,and attack the fun-
damental principles of tree govern-
ment and the rights of man; for there
is plenty of thatKkind of spirit abroad;
yet men who profess to be the conserva-
tors of the peace and the maintainers
of law joinin these nefarious, unholy,
tryannical and oppressive measures.
Tnere are any number who are ready
to follow in their footsteps, and the
whole nation to-day is standing ona
voleano; but they do not seem to com-
preliend it. Well, are we surprised? 1
am not. It is strictly in accordance
withmy faith- it is strictly in accord-
ance with the Old Testament Secrip-
tures; and it is strictly in accordance
with the Book of Mormon; it is strict-
ly in accordance with the revelations
given to us by Joseph Smith, and all
these events that have been predicted
will most assuredly transpire. But I
suppose it is necessary that *‘judgment
should first begin at the honse of God,”
and if it does, ““where will the wicked
and the ungodly apoear,” when it
comes upon them? ¢ are told that
the wicked shall slay the wicked. We
need not trouble ourselves about the
affairs of the nations, the Lord will
manipulate them in His owa way. |
feel full of sympathy for the nation in
which we live, and for other nations,
in consequence of the troubles with
which they are beset and which are
now threatening them; vet thev do not
seem to comprghend the position. 1
know a little of some of the things
;halt will transpire among them, and 1
eel 80

pr

ing, *‘Hosanna! Hosanpva!! Hosan-
na!!! to the God of Israel, Amen
and Amen,” who wiil rule among the
nations of the earth, and manipulate
things according to the counsel of His
own will. These are my feelings in re-
gard to these matters. But then 1 feel
interested in the welfare of my
brethren and sisters, and when I see
their rights interfered with and tram-
pled ruthlessly under foot,I feel that
there is something at work that ought
not to be,and vet that is quite neces-
sary to teach us some of the principles
of hnman nature, that we may be able
to discern between the good, the vir-
tuous, the upright and the holy ;and the
impure, the foolish, the vindictive, the
corrupt, the lascivious, and those who
are trampling under foot the laws and
principles of cternal truth. God has
revealed unto us certain Frlﬂclplﬁﬂ
pertaining to the future which men
may take objection to. He has revealed
unto us certain principles pertaining
to the perpetuity of man and o
woman; pertaining to the sacred rights
and obligations which existed from the
beginning; and He has told us to cbey
these laws. The nation tells us, *‘If
you do we will persecute you and pro-
scribe you.” Which shall we obey?
I would like to obey and place mysell
in subjection to every law of man.
Whatthen? Am I to disobey the law
of God? Hgzs any man a right to con-
trol my conscience, or your conscience,
or to tell me I shall believe this or be-
lieve the other, or reject this or reject
the other? No man has a right to do
it. ‘These principles are sacred, and
the forefathers of this nation felt so
and so proclaimed it in the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and said
“Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an estabiishment of religion, or
rohibiting the free exercise thercof.”
ow, I believe they have violated that,
and have violated their oaths, those
that have engaged in these things and
passed that law, and those that are
seeking to carry it out. Congress and
the President of the United States and
the Judiciary and all administrators of
the law are as i.uch bound by that in-
strument as [ am and as you are, and
have sworn to maintain 1t inviolate.
It is for them to settle these matters
between themselves and their God.
That is my faith in Trelation to this
matter. Yet by their action they are
interfering with my rights, my liberty
and my religion and with those sacred
principles tnat bind me to my God, to
my fawmily, to my wives and iy child-
ren; and shall I be recreant to all these
noble principles that ought to guide
and govern men? No, Never! No,
NEVER! NO, NEVER! 1 can endure
more than [ have done, and all that God
will enable me to endure, I can die for
the truth: but I cannotas an honorable

of these secret societies that are set on
foot to produce the disintegration of
society and disturb the relations that
ought to exist between man and man,
between man and woman, or man and
his God. 1 desired to place myself in
obedience or in as close conformity as
practicable to the law, and thought I
would wait and see what the result
would be; and that if the nation-can |
stand these things I can or we can.
These are my feelings, Men and na-
tions and legislutors often act fool-
ishly and do things that are unwise,
and it is not proper that a nation
should be condemned for the unwise
actions of some few men. Therefore
I bave sought to place myself 1nac-
cord with that law. I said to my wives:
“Weare living in this building together
We were quite comfortably situated,
and we might so have continued, but I
said to them that under the circum-
stances, it will be better for me or for
you to Jeave this place; you can take
your choice. They had their homes
down here, which they now inhabit;
which were quite comfortable.
So [ said . to them, you can go there
and I will stay here, or you can stay
at the Gardo House and [ will go there
or somewhere else: for 1 wish to con-
form to this Edmunds law as much as
I can.”

I am always desirous to let everv-
thing have its perfect working. We
talk sometimes about patience having
its perfect work, 1lf we bhave Jaws
F&ssed acainst us I like to see them
1ave a fair opportuntty to develop and
gee what the result will be. These
were my feelings thenand they are my
feelings to-day.

Well, do you think, then, that the
people have been outragzed? 1 most
certainly do. The us=age has been in
all legal trials among all civilized na-
tions to presume that all men are inno-
cent until proven guilty; but we now
have test oaths introduced which is
another violation of the Constitution
and by which an attempt is being made
to hold all men guilty until they prove
themselves innocent. Again: there is
a usage which has existed among the
civilized nations, and in this nation
also, that a man must be tried by a
jury of his peers, selected from the
vicinage, but the juries selected for
our courts are compused to-
dav of our bitter persecutors and our
most relentless enemies, and i many
instances selected from the lowest and

self up and keep the cold out until the
storm blows past. This storm will blow
past as others have done; and yon
will see that many of the miserable
sneaks who are active in those mea-
sures, and who are crawling about
your doors and trying to spy into your.
houses, ete., will be glad to crawl
into their holes by-and-by. Well,
what will you do? Get angry?
No, not at all. Let these wmwen have
their day and pursue theirown course;
we will protect ourselves from them
as well as we can.  Why, some of our
folks in the south were actually trying
to seek an asylum in another land away
from the persecutions of free America
and I did not know but that we shall
have a lot of DPilgrim Fathers
again here in this country fleeing, not
from England by way of Holland, nor
from France, nor from anv of those
countries where they used to persecute
people and proscribe them for their
religion, but from America, ‘*The land
of the {ree, the home of the brave,
and the asylum for the oppressed’’—
fleeing from there because of theirre-
ligious sentiments. Whatap idea! Who
conld have thourht of it? People say
that history repests itself. It is so do-
ing in our day. Well, what would you
do? Why, observe the Jaws as much
as you can. DBear with these indigni-
ties as much as you can Bat it would
pnot be well for these men to perform
their antics anywhere else than among
the Saints, or they would dangle to
poles, lots of them, by the neck, if
they attempted any such acts. No peo-
le wonld endure these things as the
tter-day Saints do. Will you endure
them? Yes, a little longer. Wait a
little longer. And after you bhave
borne with a good deal, then endure
“‘as seeing Him that is invisibie,” and
cultivate those principles that Brother
Snow has so beautifully set before us,
and feel, **Blessed are ye, when men
shall revile you, and persecute you,
and shall ~ay all manner of evil against
ou falsel ., for my sake. Rejoice and
e exceeding glad:for great is your re-
ward in heaveu: for so persecuted
they the Prophets which were before
ou.” Well, what would you do?
Vould you resent these outraces and
break the heads of the men engaged in
them, and spilil their blood? No.
Avoid them as much as you possibly
can—just as you would wolves, or
hvenas, or crocodiles, or snakes, or
any of these beasts or reptiles; avoi«

most debased men who can be found
urﬁitkvd up from the gutters. We al-
s0 have another class of courts impro-
vised for the occasion in the shape
of “U. 8. Commissioners’ courts,”
which are operated and ron
after the order of the ancient no-
torions *“‘Star Chamber’’. Such in-

stitutions provoke the contempt ol

man disobey my God at their behest,
forsake my wives and my children, and
trample these holy and cternal obliga-
tions under foot tnat God has given me
to keep,and which reach into the eterni-
ties that are tocome. I won'tdoitso
help me, God. [Here the speaker
vigorousiyv struck the book on the
desk,and the large audience responded
with a loud **Amen.’’] The Constitu-
tion expressly says that no law shall
be passed impairing the obligation of
contracts, Buat we have entered into
covenants and contracts in our most
sacred places, and that, too, in many
instances, before there was any law
prohibiting the same, and yet the at-
tempt is now beinz made to give the
Edmunds law an ex post facto applica-
tion and to punish us for these con-
tracts which were not criminal, even
[rom the standpoint of our enemies, at
the time they were formed. 1
myself married my wives long before
thiere was any law upon the subject,
and many of you aid the same, %TEII by
an ¢x post facto application of laws
since enacted the attempt is now made
to punish us as criminals. 1 have
never broken any law of these United
States, and I presume that some
of you, whom our enemies now
seek to criminate and drag into
court as violators of law, can say the
same. Under the present system of
things in this Territory harlotry and
adultery are vindicated, sustained and
unblushingly protected, and honorable
and virtnous wedlock is trampled
upon, condemned and punished,
Well, what will you do? I will obey

all honerable men, and the parties
assuming such offices place them-
selves in a position to be dis-
pised of their fellows. 1 might
enumerate wmany other outrazes,
but time will not permit on this ocea-
sion. No man’s liberties are safe un-
der such administration. What will
be the result? The result will be that
those that sow the wind will reap the
whirlwind. When men begin to tear
down the barriers and tamper with
the fundamental principles and insti-
tutions of our country thev are play-
ing a very dangerous game and are
severing the bonds whizh hold society
together, and the beginning of these
irregularities is like the letting out of
water." The next step that followed
the Edmunds Act was the introd:action
of a test oath. Tnd legislation al-
ready provided was not good enough
for some of our officials here and an-
other portion of the Constitution must
be broken to introduce a test oath
without any aunthority. [ think this
was introduced by our Governor. Then
comes another class of men calied
Commissioners, rather a new idea in
American Government. Yet it was
thought neecessary thav extraordinary
operations should be cntered into in
relation to the Mormons, Why? Be-
cause it is necessary that they should
he dealt with differently from anybody
clse,

Now, I have seen soimne of my brethe
ren shot to pieces in cold blood and
under the protection of the State Gov-
crnment, and the promise of the Gov-
crnor made to myself and Dr.John M,
Bernhisel, who is sometime ago dead.

every Coastitutional law so far as God
cives me ability. What else will you |
do? I will meet these men asfar as I |
can without violating principle, and I |
have done it. When this infamous Kd- !
munds law was passed [ saw that there
were features in that which were con-
trary to law, violative of the Constitu- |
tion, contrary to justice and the rights
and the freedom of men. Bat [ said!
to myself [ will let that law take its
course: I will place myselfl in accord-
with itsofaras I can. Did I do it?
I did. I remember talking to Mr.
Pierrepont, who was Attorney General
under President Grant’s administra-
tion. Hewith his son called upon me.
They dined with me, and perhaps |
can explain my views on this subject
by repeating our conversationas wel]
as any other way. I have a sister keep-
ing my house for me—the Gardo
House. When Mr. Pierrepontcame in,
1 said:

““Mr, Pierrepont, permit me to intro-

selfz Not at all, not at all. Do vou

rry. Do you feel sorry for your-1d

uce you to my sister, who ismy
house-keeper. It is not lawful for us

In Missouri a great deal of that thing
was done. In Georgia lately, and in
Tennessee acts of the same kind have
been perpetrated. Now, I want te
know if anybody can tell me—here is a
large congregation, and many thou-
sands of you acquainted with our his-
tory—1 want to know if any one of you
can tell me of any individual that was
ever punished according to law for
killing a Mormon. Speak it out, if yon
know it. I do not know of any such
thing. Brother Snow says there Is
not an instance on record. Well, I
would rather be on the side of the
Mormons in that case than on the side
of those who are their persecutors
and murderers, for they have got
something to atone for yet which we
have not under those circumstances.
We have got through with our part of
it. The other is not through with yet.
There are eternal principles of justice
and equity that exist in the bosom of

them as much asyou can, and take care
they do not bite you. [Laughter.] And
et out of the way as much as you can.-
What? wou’t von submit to the dignity
of the law. Well, I would if the law
would only be a little dignitied. DBut
when we see the ermine bedraggled in
the mud and mire ans every principle
of justice violated, it behooves men to
take care of themselves as best they
ma{. That is what I have told people
while I Have been in the south—to take
care of their liberties, to put their
trust in the living God, to obeyevery
constitutional law, and to adhere to
all correct principles. But when men
tamper with your richts and with your
liberties,wheu the citiesare full of spies
and the lowest and meanest of men
are set to wateh and dog vour foot-
steps: when little children are set in
array against their fathers and mothers
and women and children are badgered
before courts and made to submit, un-
protected, to the gibes of libertines and
corrupt men; when wives and hus-
bandsare Fltt‘.ed against each other and
threatened with pains, penalties and
imprisonment, if they will not disclose
that which among all decent E{Eﬂplﬁ is
considered sacred, and which no man
of delicacy, whose sensibilities had not
been blunted by low associations,
would ever ask; when such a condition
of affairs exists, it is no longer a land
of liberty and it is certainiv no longer
aland of equal rights, and we must
take care of ourselves as best we may,
and avoid being caught in any of their
snares. I cannot think that this cru-
siade 1s aimed entirely atus; from many
circumstances that have transpired, [
have been led to believe that whilst we
are made the victims, these proceed-
ings are intredonced as a political
ruse, for the purpose of embarrass-
ing the incoming administration.
What would you do? Would yvou fizht,
them? No. I would take care of my-
self as best I cap, and 1 woula advise
my brethren to do the same. Would

ou resist lJaw? No. As [ said before,

can stand it if they can. It is for us
to do whatis right, to fear God, to ob-
serve His laws, and keep His com-
mandments, and the Lord will manage
all the rest. Buat no breaking of heads,
no bloodshed, no rendering evil for
evil.” Let us tryv and cultivate the
spirit of the Gespel, and adhere to the

rincip:es of truth. Let us honorour

od, and be true to those eternal prin-
ciples which God has given us to hold
sacred. Keep them as sacrediy as you
would the apple of {*{nur eye. And
while other men are seeking to trample
the Constitution under foot, we will
try to maintain it. We have prophecies
something like this semewhere: that
the tiine would come when this nation
would do as they are now doing—that
ig, they would trample under foot the

 Constitution and iastitutions of the

nation, and the Elders of this Church
would rally around the standard and
maintain those principles which were

God, and He, in His own time,
will manipulate these things according

introduced for the freedom and pro-



