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I1 HAVEnave been very much interested in
the remarks made I1 y brother erastus
snow wiiowilowho has addressed us

these are precious principles which
only the saints know how to compre-
hend and appreciate we are told

that the natural man percel veth not
the things of god neither can liehe know
them for they are spiritually dis-
cerned 11 and therefore those outside
of that influence and spirit which is
communicated to the saints of the
mostalost high through obedience to the
gospel of the sonsou of god find it very
difficult to understand them but we
comprehend them becausebemuse god has
given unto us hisills spirit which takes of
the things of god and shows them unto
us

I1 and a few others have been away
from here for some time visiting
among our southern brethren brotherbrother
snow who has just spoken to you was
one of the party it appears rather an
inclement season of the year to go on a
journey of that kind but circumstances
seemed to make it necessary that we
shouldtill ouid go and look after the interests
of the people socially and politically
for notwithstanding our religious
ideas we still have certain
liegessieges and immunities which belong
to uslisasas individuals and as citizens 07of
the united states in common with
others and seeing that things were
quite loose in those far off settlements
and that men and their families were
beingbein g subjected to various kinds
0of ouiotioutrage usurpation and imposi-
tion in many instances under
the form of law it seemed nec-
essary that somebody should attend
to these matters and I1 thought it best
forinesorinefor me totogogo in company with others
of our brethren to ascertain what was
the true position of affairs and to give
such counsel as the circumstances
might demand we found that a great
many outrages had been perpetrated
upon many of our brethren that they
hadllad been dealt with contrary to law
and init violation as has been referrerreferreferredrel
to of the rules of jurisprudence gov-
erning such matters that a vindictive
and persecuting spirit had been manimant
festedand that several of the brethren
had been sent off to a distant landlaud from
teirownown I1 did not know but that
they were without a prison in arizona
whenwilen I1 heard of these things and that
therefore they had sent a number of
itonolionohonorablerablerabie men who diffdifferederedcred from them
la11 their religious sentiments off to de-
troit I1 had these things inquired into
and found they had a good Penitentpenitentiarylarv
in arizona and that there was no ne-
cessity for any such outrage as this to
be perpetrated upon decent men I1
was sorry to nindfind that things had been
conducted in this unusual and vindic-
tive manner and without any ostensi-
ble reason for such extrajudicialextra j judicial acts
not only because injustice had been
heaped upon honorable men but also
because of the position in which it
places the nation which was once the
pride and glory of all lovers of freedom
and equal rights and boasted of as be-
ingim uhelliethetile land of thetho free the home of
thetee brave andarid an asylum for the op-
pressedpre sed these foolish men arearc now
seeseekinging to carry out the enormities
that existed amongamon what was called the
civilization and intelligence of ancient
barbarism then as now under the
name of christianity and other eupho-
nious appellationsappel lations which arc common
to us andana that we are well acquainted
with I1 was in hopes that thinesthings were
not so bad as they were represented to
be but I1 found that I1 was mistaken in
that matter and I1 was sorry to findlind
myself so mistaken

in relation to this anomalous form of
proceedproceedinginginu they are now copyingig thetile
example otof russia which is generally
considered an arbitrary government
and where despotismdespotisin has been susup-
posed to reign supreme they have in
that nationsnation a place called siberia to
which they banish men under a des-
potic rule without much formality of
trial I1 was hardly prepared todayto day
to suppose that we needed an american
siberia under the form and in the name
of liberty and the rights of men but
this Is tiletila facttact we have here it aineratner
ieaica toddytodayto dilydlly ailan american siberia in de-
troit to which place upwards of two

miles from their homes
men are banished for a term of years
and what for because they have thetile
temerity to worship god according to
the dictates of their own conscience
and cannot fall down and worship be-
fore the moloch of an effete christiani-
tyt
althese extraordinaryraordinary proceedings that
have been going on in this territory
in arizona and in other places
simply exhibit the very principle that
brother snow has been speaking of I1
need not tell rouyouvou about affairs that
have transpired here you are quite
as well acquainted with them as I1 aamm
and oughton to be better for I1 have beenbeen
away from here for about four weeks
visiting the saints in our southern set
clements and we have had a most
pleasant visit outside of these ex-
traordinarytraordinary proceedings we found the
people prospering very well with
pleasant homes and bright prospects
before them we hadbad withpith us several
of our best brethren and we visited
many of our settlements in that dis-
trict of country the residents of
which were very much gratified at 0ona
appearance in their midst and for th

counsels they received but I1 found1117that such hhad been the outrages com-
mitted that it was impossible almost
dorany man standing in an honorable
position to maintain dishis position un-
lessless behe broke the law by resisting the
ollIofficerscers and they thought it not pru-
dent to do so and so did 1I it may
suit others ioto violate the law to
trample upon human rights and dese-
crate the acred term ofoi liberty and
this is ffrequently done by the arbiters
and minions of the law in the name of
tusticejustice but we profess to be governed
byy hillierhigher by nobler and more exalted
Pprinciplespiesples and to move oilon sv higher
9planepianelaneiane and if jesus could afford to en-
dureurethethe attacks of sinners against
himselfHimselfsell we if we have the gospel that
we profess to have ought to be able
to endure a little of iuthe same thing
there is nothingbothin new in these affairs
nothing strange in this at all dianymany
of you havebave had much to do with these
matters some of these grey headed
men that I1 seesec before me knowkov a little
more about those matters than some of
the younger portion do many ot0 you
have been driven from your homes
robbed of your property dispossesseddispossessea
of your possessions and had to flee
from your homes to these mountain
valleys and seek an asylum among the
red savages which was denied you by
your so called christian brethren be-
fore you came here you were banished
from the state of missouri into the
state of illinois what for because
you had the audacity to worship god
according to the dictatesdictate of youyour own
consciences I1 have had to flee from
bloodthirstyblood thirsty bandits time and time
acainagain brother snow had to do it
andaud many of youoil grey headed men andana
women have hadad to dodo it what for
because of polygamy no there was
no such thinthing then alleged what
for because you had the hardihood
in this land of freedom to worship
god according to the dictates of your
own bouselconsciencesnees for this crime
you had to leave your homes
andarid you were despoiled and robbed
and blunderedFlunplundereddered and bad to flee
as exexilesI1es into another land I1 hadllad
to do it you have had to doltdoitdo it you
fled from missouri to illinois and
then from illinois to this land and
why whwhy did xouyouon leave illinois and
comeconic herckhercyhereherc dilyoudid you injure anybody
no they killed your prophets and I1
saw them martyredmarty red arldarid was shot most
unmercifully myself under the pledge
of protection ffromroin the Ggovernorgovernorovernor and
they thought they had killed me but
I1iamlamam alive yet by the grace of god sen-
sationsation why had you to leave be-
cause they murdered your prophets
and wanted to possess themselves of
your property murder and spoliation
generally go together and because
they killed them they accused you of
doing some wrong saidgaid souyou must leave
your homes andand there was nobody
found in all that wide land to check
the outrages ofA tilsethise red handed as-
sassinssassins to administer justice and to
preserve you in your rights I1 do not
know any other reason I1 never did
know any other and never expect to
be informed of any other

the history of these things is quite
familiar to you as latter day saints
and youton do not think it anything
strange some otof our young people
think that the present proceedings arearc
very remarkable but many of us
grey headed folks have seen plentyplenta of
such proceedings and have nadhad many
experiences of this kindklud thethey are
nothing new to us at all and diddid we
ever expect them to get better we
have not so understood it we are
told in the scriptures and we have
kept teaching it all the while that the
wicked would grow worseworae and worse
deceiving and being deceived that
is doctoridoctrinene which I1 have believed in for
the last 50 years and I1 hasehave had a good
deal of testimony and practical con-
firmationtirfir on that point we expect
that these things will transpire we
havellave been told about secret organiza-
tions that should exist and they arc
beginning to permeate these united
states and are laying the foundation
for disruption disintegration and des-
tructiontruc tion it laIs not necessary thatcongress and the Judjudiciarylelary should setbettet
examples of tyranny and violation of
constitutional lawand attack the fun-
damentaldamental principles of treefree govern-
ment and the rights otof man for there
is plenty of that kind of spirit abroad
yet men who profess to be the conserva
tors of the peace and the maintainers
of law join in these nefarious unholy
tryan and oppressive measures
there are any number who are readready v
to follow in their footstepsfootstep3 and the
whole nation todayto day is standing on a
volvoivolcanocinocuno but they do not seem to com-
prehend it well arcare we surprised I1
am not itit is strictly in accordance
with my faith it is strictly in accord-
ance with the old testament scrip-
tures and it Is strictly in accordance
with the book of mormon itii is strict-
ly in accordance with the revelations
given to us by joseph smith and all
these events that have been predicted
will most assuredly transpire but I1
suppose it Is necessary that judgment
should first begin at the housebonse of god
and if it does where will the wicked
and the ungodly annear when it
comes upon them we arc told that
the wicked shall slay the wicked we
need not tro ible ourselves about the
affairs of the nations the lord will
manipmanipulate them in hisills own way I1
feel full of sympathy for the nation in
which we live and foror other nations
in consequence of the troubles with
which they are beset and which are
now threatening them yet they doto not
seem to comprehend thetile position I1
know a little of some of tiiethe things
that will transpire among them and I1
feel sorry do you feel sorry for your-
selfif not at all not at all do youvou

feel sorry for your people Not atall
not at all the lord god has revealedrehealea
unto us greattreat and eternal principles
which reach bebeyondond this earth into the
eternal heavens and which have put
uaus in the possession of light and truth
and intelligence and promises and
blessings that the world are ignorant
of and do not and cannot comprehend
I1 feel every day to bless the name of
the Godotol01 israel and feel like shout-
ing hosannahHosannal hosan
nall to tilethe god of israel amen
and amen who will rule among the
nations of the earth and manipulate
things according to the counsel of I1hisi Is
own will these are my feelings in re-
gardard to these matters but then I1 feel
interested in the welfare of invmy
brethren and sisters and when I1 seksecsee
their rights interfered with and tram-
pled ruthlessly under footefoot I1 feel that
there is something antworkat work that ought
not to beaud yetvet that is quite neces-
sary to teach us somesortie of the principles
of human nature that we may beablebe ableabie
to discern between the good the vir-
tuous thetile upright and the holy and the
impure the foolishfoo linh the vindictive the
corrupt the lascivious and those who
are trampling under foot the laws and
principles oior eternal truth god has
revealed unto us certain principles
pertaining to the ffuture which men
may take objection to ilehe has revealed
unto us certain principles pertaining
to the perpetuity of man and of1I
woman pertainpertainingim to the sacred rights
and obligations which existed from the
beginning and ilehe has told us to obey
these laws the nation tells us if
you do we will persecute you and pro-
scribe you which shall we obey
I1 would like to obey and place myself
in subjection to everyesery law of man
What then am emerydI1 to disobey tilethe law
of god has any manroan a rimrigrightght to con-
trol my conscience or your conscience
ortoor to tellintellteil me I1 shall believe this orbeor be-
lieve the other or reject this or reject
the otner no man hasbas a right to do
it these principles are sacred and
the forefathers of this nation felt so
andioand so proclaimed it ininthethe constitu-
tion of the united statestates and said

congress shall make no law respect-
ing anail establishment of religion or
prohibiting thethe free exercise thereof 11

nowow I1 bebelievebelleveve they have violated that
and have violated their oaths those
thatthit have enengagedaed in these things and
passed that mvlaw and those that are
seeking to carry it out congress and
the president of61 the united states and
the judiciary and all administrators of
the law arc as much bound by that in-
strumentment as I1 am and as you are and
have sworn to maintain it inviolate
it is for them to settle these matters
between themthemselvesselveseiveveovea and their god
that is my faith in relationte lation to this
matter yet by their action they are
interfering with my rights my liberty
and my religion and with thoethose sacred
prillprinciplesEI P I1 s that bind merne to inymy god to
my familyiclyliy to my wives and my child

i ren and shall ibeabeI1 be recreant to all these
noble principlesprincipled that ought to guideguldeuwe
ludindaudand govern men zab neuernever no
nevert NO I1 can endure
more than I1 have done and all that god
will enable me to endure I1 can diedle for
the truth but I1 cannotcan as ailan honorable
man disobey my god at their behest

I1 forsake inmy wives and my childrenchildren aniand
trample gtheseese holy and eternal obliga-
tions under foot tuat gotgul hasha given tileme
to keepand which reach into thetile eterni-
ties that are to come I1 wont do etso
help me god lierehere the speaker
vigorously struck the book on the
de thefhe large audience responded
with a load amen the constitu-
tion expressly says that no law shall
be passed imimpairing the obligation of
contracts but we have entered into
covenantscovenantsandand contracts in outmostour most
sacred places and that too in many
instances before there was any lawlav
prohibiting the same and yet the at
tempt isisnownow being made to give the
edmundsPd munds law an exe post facto applica-
tion and to punish us forfur these con-
tracts which were not criminal even
ffromroin the standpoint of our enemies at
the time they were formed I1
myself married my wives long before
there was any law upon the subjectsubjects
and maurmany of you aid tilethe same yet by
ailan ex post facto application of laws
slsincencenee enacted the aftemattemptpt is nowno w made
to punish us as criminals I1 have
never broken any law of these united
statestates and I1 presume that some
of you whom our enemies now
seek to criminate and drag into
court as violators of law can say the
same under the present system of
things in this territory harlotryhA and
adultery arearc vindicated sustained and
unblushinglyblushingly protected and honhonorableorame
andalid virtuous wedlock is trampled
upon0 condemned and punished
wellweilNUTute

1
17 what will you do I1 will obey

every constitutional law so far as god
gives meroe ability what else will you
do I1 will meet these men as far as I1
can without violating principle and I1
have done it when this infamous ed-
munds law was passed I1 saw that there
were features in that which wereivere con-
trary to law violative of thetile constitu-
tion contrary to justice and thetile rights
audand the freedom of men but I1 said
to myself I1 will let that law take its
course I1 will place myself in accord
with it so far asai I1 can did I1 do it
I1 did I1 remember talking to mr
pierrepont who was attorney general
under president grants administra-
tion ilehe with his son called upon me
they dined with me and perhaps I1
can explain my views on this subject
by repeating our conversation as well
as any other way I1 have a sister keekeep-
ing my house for me the gartogaltogardo
house when mr Pierrepont came in
I1 said

mr pierrepont permit me to intro-
duce you to mayray sister who Is myray
housekeeperhouse keeper I1it iss not lawful totorr us
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to have wives now and when the ed-
munds law was passed I1 looked care-
fully over the document and savsaw that
if I1 was to continue to live in thetiie same
house with lilymy wives that I1 should
render myself liable to that law I1
dildit not wish althoaithoalthoughugiaugIn I1 considered
the lavlaylaw infamous to be an obstruc-
tionisttionti vt or act the part of a fenian
or of ait nihilist or of a or
communist or molly or any
of these secret societies that are set on
foot to produce the disintegration of
society and disturb the relations that
ought to exist betweebetweenii man and man
betweenbetgeCn manin an and woman or man and
hislils god I1 desired to place myself in
obedience or in as close conformity as
practicable to the law and thought I1
would wait and see what the result
would be and that if the nation can
stand these thingsthingi I1 can or we can
these are my feelings men and na-
tions and legislators often act fool-
ishly and do thingsI1 that are uunwiseasei

and it is not proper that a nation
should be condemned for the unwise
actions of somesoine few men therefore
I1 havelave sought to place myself in ac-
cord with that law I1 said to mvrov wives

we are living in this building together
we were quite comfortably situated
andana we might so have continued but I1
said to them that under the circum-
stances it will be better for me or forlor
yyouon to leave this place you can take
yourur cchoice1lo10 ice they had their homesnodownwn hherehureere which they now inhabit
which were quite comfortable
so I1 said to them you can go there
and I1 will stay here or you can stay
at the dardogardo house and I1 will go there
or somewhere else for I1 wish to con-
form to this edmunds law as much as
I1icanleancan

I1 am always desirous to letlot every-
thing have its perfect working we
talk sometimes about patience lavinghaving
its perfect work if we have laws
cassedassed against us I1 like to beethemsee them
riavavec a ffairair oppopportunityopportunettyity to develop and
seeeee what the result will be these
were inmy feelings therlandthenther andtand they are my
feelings todayto day

well do you think then that the
people have been outraged I1 most
certainly do the usageul ag has been in
alallali1 ieeleglegalga trials among all civilized na-
tionsti us to presume that all men are inno-
centelit uuntilII11 proven guilty but we now
have test oaths introduced which is
another violation of the constitution
and by which allan attempt is being made
to hold all men guilty until they prove
themselves innocentinnscent agagainainaln there is
a usage which has existed among thetile
civilized nations and in this nation
also that a manmail must be tried by a
jury of his peers selected from the
vicinage but the juries selected for
our courts arcare compcomposedused to-
day of our bitter persecutors amiand our
most relentless enemies and in many
instances selected from the lowest and
most debased men who can be found
or picked up ffromronirout the gutters we al-
so have another class of courts impro-
vised for the occasion in the shabeshadeshape
of U S commissioners courts I1

which arearc operated and run
after the order of the ancient nano
corlou star chamber such in-
stitutions provoke the contempt ol01
all honorable men and the parties
assuming such offices place them-
selves in a position to be djsdis
pined of their fellows I1 might
enumerate many other outrages
but time will notdot permit on this occa-
sion nogemansmans liberties arearc safe un-
der such administration what will
be the result the result will be that
those that sosowov the wind will reap the
whirlwind when men begin to tetearir
doyndown the barriharribarriersers and tamper with
the ffundamentalund principles and insti-
tutions of our country theytiley are play-
ing a ervverycry dangerous game and are
severing the bonds wiliwillwalh holdhoid society
together and the beginning of these
irregularities is like the letting out of
water the nextnest step that followed
the edmunds act was the introduction
of a test oath toetnt legislation al-
ready provided was not good enough
for some of our officials here and an-
other portion of the constitution must
be broken to introduce a test oath
without auyany authority I1 think this
was introducedu

1

ced by our governor then
comes another class of men calledcallea
commissioners rather a new idea in
american government yet it was
thought necessary that extraordinary
operations should be entered antoininto in
relation to the mormonscormonsMormons why be-
cause it is necessary that they should
be dealt with differently from anybody
ciseelse

now I1 havellave seen somesonne of illymy breth-
ren shot to pieces in coldcoid blood and
under wetile protection of the state gov-
ernmenternment and the promise of the gov-
ernor made to myself and dr john alM
bernhisel who is sometime ago dead
in Missomissouriurluri a gigibateat deal of that thing
was done in georgia lately and in
tennessee acts of the same kind have
been perpetrated nowno I1 I1 want to
know if anybody can tell me here Is a
bargllargee congregation and many thou-
sands1 s of you acquainted with our his-
tory I1 want to know if anytiny one of you
can tell me of any individual that was
ever punished according to law for
killing a mormon speak bitoutit out if you
know it I1 do not know of any such
thing brother snow says there Is
not aaan instance on record well I1
would ratherrattler be on the side of the
mormonscormons in that case than on the side
of those who arearc their persecutors
and murderers for they have got
something to atone for yet which we
have not under those circumstances
we have got through with our part of
it the other is not through with yet
there are eternal principles of justice
and equity that exist in the bosom of
god and he in illshis own time
will manipulate these things accordingaccordin

to the counsel of illshis own will and
with what measure men mete as sure
as god lives it will be measured to
them again pressed down and running
ov r

very well what would you adviseadvice us
to do are we suffering any wrongs
yes well what would you do 1
would do isas I1 said sometime ago if
you were out in a storm pull up the
collar of yourour coat and button youryourl
self up and keep the cold out until the
storm oloblowsws past this storm will blow
past as others have done and youvou
will see that many of the miserable
sneaks who are active in those mea-
suressandand who are crawling about
your doors and trying to spy into your
houses etc will be glad to crawl
into their holes by and by well
whatnhat will you doydofdo get angry
no not at all let these men haverave
their day and pursue their own coursecouise
we willw illlil protect ourselves ffromrom them
as well as we can why some of our
folks in the south were actually trying
to seek allin asylum in another landlaud away
from the persecutions of free america
and I1 did not know but that we shallshail
haveluve A lot of pilgrim fathers
again here in this country fleeing not
from england by way of holland nor
from france nor from any of those
countries where they used to persecute
pepeopleopleopie and proscribe them for their
rereligion1igdon butbuttromiromfrom america the land
of the free the home of the brave
and the asylumas vium for the jppressed
fleeing from there because of their re-
ligious sentiments idea who
could have thought of it people say
that history repeatsrepents itself it Is ho do-
ing in our day wellweil whatw bat would you3 on
do why observe thethe laws as much
as you can bear with these indigni-
ties as much as you can but it would
not be well for anese men to perform
their antics anywhereadv where else than arnonamong
the SaIntsaintssoror they would dangle to
poles lots of them by the neck if
they attempted any such acts no peo-
ple would endure these things Jsas thecielielatteratter day saints do will you endure
them yes a little longer waitwalt a
little longer and after you have
borne withwiil a good ieadealdeailea then endure
as seeing himhia that is invisible and

cultivate those principlespriticoietcolet that brother
snow has so beautiabeautifullydily set before us
and feel blessed areaie ye50 when men
shall rehereate you and persecute youvou
and shall lyav all manner of evile il against
you falsefaise for my sake rejoice and
bebe exceeding gladnorgladfor great is your re-
ward in heaven for so persecuted
they the prophets which were before
vouyou well what would you dolonionwouldvoid yousou resent these outoutragesrazes and
break the heads of the men engaged in
them and spill their blood no
avoid them as much as youvou possibly
cancarl just asis touyouyouton would wolves or
liyllyhyenasenas or crocodiles or snakes or
any of these beasts or reptiles avoidavold
them as much assou can and take care
they do not bite you laughter and
get out of the way as much as you can
what wont youxou submit to the dignity
of the lawjaw well I1 would ifit thelahthe law
would only be a little dignified but
when we see the ermine bedraggled in
the mud andarid miremukandauaana every principle
of justice violated it behooves men to
take care of themselves as best they
may that is whatw hat I1 havehav e told people
while I1 have been in the south to take
care of their liberties to put their
trust in the living god to odeyobeyobey every
constitutional law and to adhere to
allail correct principles but when men
tamper with yoursour and with your
liberties when the cities are full of spies
and the lowest and meanest of men
arcare set to watch and dog your foot-
steps when little children are set in
array against their fathers and mothers
and dwoinenmomenwomen and childrenphildren are badbadgeredered
before courts andarid made to submit un-
protected to the gibes of libertines and
corrupt men whenwilen wivesoves and hus-
bands are bittedpitted against each other and
threthreatenedatene with pains penalties and
imprisonment if they viiiwm not disclose
that which among all decent people I1is
considered sacred and which no mailman
of delicacy whose sensibilities had not
been blunted by low associations
would ever ask when such a condition
of affairs exists it is no longer a land
of liberty and it Is certainly no longerger
alandaland of cequalual rights ariaand we must
take care 01of ourselves as best we may
and avoid being caught in any of their
silares I1 cannot think that this cru-
sade isis aimed entirely at us from many
circumstances that have transpired I1
have been led to believe that whilst we
are made the victims these proceed-
ings arearp introduced as A politicalolirugeruberuse for the purpose of embarrassembarrass-
ing tiietile I1incomingue administration
what would you do would you5 ou fightlight
them no I1 would take care of my-
self as best I1 can and I1 woulawould adv iselse
my brethren to do the same would
youvoa resist law no As I1 saidsald before
I1 can stand it if they can it is for usu
to do w hat is right to fear god to ob-
serve hisills laws and keep illshib com-
mandmentsmandments and the lord will manage
all the rest but no bi breakingcaking of heads
no bloodshed no rendering evil for
evil let us try and cultivate the
spirit of thetho gogospelapel and adhere to the
I1principles of truth let usits honor ourgod and be true to those eternal prin-
ciples which god has given us to hold
sacred keep them as sacredly as you
would the apple of yourlour eyeeve andnd
while other men are seeseekingking to trample
thetho constitution under foot we willw illlii
try to maintain it we have prophecies
something like this somewhere that
the time would comeconic when this nation
would do as they are now doindolndoing that
is they wouldw ouid trample under dootkootfoot the
constitution and institutions of the
nation and the elders of this church
would rally around the standard and
maintain principles which werew ere
introduced for the freedom and pro


