ang, as well as the desolation of the

rent Arsyrian capital, Nineveh.
The book closes with promises of a
restoration yet future.

JEREMIAH, B. C. 6258-585, was
called to the prophetical office some
years before the death of Zephaniah.

Is prophecies are delivered in
various places. He commences Iln
hig native place, Apathoth, but he
was soon compelled to flee from
bere ou account of persecutions;
w herefors he took up his residence
in Jerusalem.. Duripg the relgn of
Joglah and Jehoahaz he continued
his ministry uuvinterrupted, but
when Jehoiakim ascended the
throne. Jeremiah was incarcerated
and sentenced to death, although
the senience was never carried out.
In prison the prophet committed his
messapre to writing and commis-
gioned one Baruck to read it in the
temple on a fast-day. The reckless
monatch, after haviog heand o few
pages, had the roll cut to pieces and
burned. During the reign ol the
nexi kiog, Jeholakim. the prophet
again utters a voice of warning, but
without effect. Zedekiah became
king. Nebucbadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, besieged " Jerusalem, but
withdrew on hearing that the
Egyptians were cowming to rescue.
On this ocoasion the Prophet deliv-
ered the prediction that the Chal-
deans should come again and take
the city and bLurn it with [ire.
Having duliveied shis message he
feft Jerusalem, as did, according to
the Book of Mormon, at the same
time, another righteous mau with
hisfamily, Liehi. But Jeremiah was
apprebended und throw ninto prison,
where he remalued until (he city
was talken by Nebuchadnezzer.

The incarceration of the i’rophet
of God was the sln that filled the
cup of iniquity of the Jews at thiv
time, and 1L brought speedy judg-
ment.

The Babylonlan king give the
Prophet the choice of following the
captivie to Babylou or (o remain
with the remuant. He chose the
latter, aud from this time all his
endeuvors are ty turn the people to
God, promising them that if they
would do so, God would yet build
them up in their desolite country.
But they did not listen to his ad-
vicay, 'i‘hcy latt the country aud
emigrated to Egypt, bringing the
Prophet with them (ch. 43}. Here
he once more lifts lus vuice, trying

to induce the people to turn o the.

Lord. After this we hear no more of
him. Tr.dition says he was put to
death in Egypt by his oqueople.

Amobng the predictions of this re
matkable Prophet, we note the fol
lowing: The fate of Zedekinh (384:
2, 8); the precis¢ duration of the
Babylonish ecaptivlty, viz. 70 years
(25: 11. 12); the downfall of Bubylon
and the return of the Jews{28: 10—
14). There are also many predie-
tious concerning Messiah, whom he
calls ““Jehovah our righteousness.”?
The final salvation of Israel 18 sut
forth in many passages: 3: 15—1I8;
81: 31—24,50: 4, 5.

As the predictions of Jeremials
are nut ohronologicenlly arranged,
and 1o clue is left as to their trne
chronologlal order, it is sometimes
very difficult to decide which pre-
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dictions have already been fulfilled
and which refer toevents yet future.
Only through the Splrit of revela-
tion cam this be determined.

HAararxwur, B.(C. 612-598, is
thoughbt to bave lived in Judea
shortly before the captivity. 1If this
supposition is correct, he was a con-
ternporary with Jeremiah. The
Prophet commences his book with a
lamentation over the sins of Judah,
foretelling the judgment that was to
be poured out over the people through
the invasion of the Chaldeans. Then
the destruction of the Chaldeans is
shown unto hin in o vislon (ch. 1i.),
and the book closes with a gong,com-
posed probably for the use of the
people in publio worshlp and de-
signed to comfort them under Lhe
coning afflictions.

DarsiEL, B.C. 606 534, was born
shortly before the Babylonlsh cap-
tivity sad durried to Babylou in his
eizhteenih year. Here, through his
faithifulness to his God, he soon ruse
to #n eminent position, and retained
his power during both the Baby lo-
nian and the Persian dynasties. - He
prophecied during the whole of the
captivity, his last two prophecies
being delivere | two years after the
return of the captives. Hue did not
return to Palestine,but died in
Babylon, at least 90 years old.

The first gix chapters are a
histories]l record, setting forth the
events which led tu the recognition
of Danpiel as a Prophet of God, also
the conversion of Nebuchadnezzar,
the fall of Belshazzar and the pro-
motion of Danfel to the office of a

president over 120  priuces
‘“‘who should Le over the
wiole kingdem.? This his-
torical record s interwoven with

Ereniict,ions relating to the wvarious
ingdoms of the world. Thus in
the 2nd chapter we see bufore us,
as in a beautiful panorama, a suc-
cession of kingdoms until the King-
dom of (Jud is being established,
“never to be destroyed;”” “hut it
shall break in picees and consume
all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand forever.??

This prediction is dlstinct and
clear, yet the remark made repeat-
edly before is applleable here: Reve-
lation is necessary iu order to under-
ptand the details of tts fulfilment.
That God in the last days shoulkl
establish an everlasting kingdom, is
foretold plainly enough. But ‘‘ex-
cept a wan be born again, he can-
not see the kingdom,?” so that the
prediction given does not exelude
the necessity of continuous revela-
tion. Through revelation Daniel
was euabied to predict the establish-
ment of this kingdom; throush
reveiation, enly, cen we perceive
the catablishrueut thereof and recog-
nize its existence.

The second parl of the bouk Ie
prophetieal and comprises in Its
wonderful vlews events from the
tirne of Daniel to the finul resurrec-
tion of the dead. [t Ja an epitom-
ized history of the world, wrliten in
advance of the events.

In chapter vil, the Babylonian,
Meodo-Persian, Grecian and Romau
empires are represented by the four
beasts: a lion, a bear, a leopard, and
a fourth beast “‘dreadfuliand terrible,
and strung exceedingly.”? This the

Roman benst {(or kingdom) has ten
horns, nmong which a ‘‘lttle born??
canle up, having ‘“‘eyes like a man
and a mouthspeakiug great things.??
The Prophet follows the proceedings
of this beast and particularly the
little bhorn until “the ancienft of
days’? gits In judgment. Note that
the whole of this vlsion has refer-
ence to the fonr empires Iln their re-
ligious connection with each other,
ag the dream of Nebuchadnezzar
(Ch. 2) represents them in their
political coonection. 'Thie #flittle
horn?’ is thereforeto be understood
to represent the papal power, which
afterward i8 said to have a time of
1260 years allotted to its blasphe-
mous rule, after whloh time comes
the trlumph of the “Bajuts of' the
Most High.»?

In the eighth chapter the propbet
hus a vision concerning the Medo-
Persian and the Grecinn empires,
the second aud the third “‘beasta? of
the previous vision. The Medo-
Persiau empire is represented by a
ram with two horus, aud the Gre-
cian by a goat haviug a “notable
hern,??  Alexander the Great, be-
tween ils eyes. The conquests of
Alexnuder are described and also the
divisipus of his kingdoni mnto four
parts. Then rises “‘a little horu’’ as
in the previous vision, a false, crafty
tyranl, probably Antiochus Epiph-
anes, whoge chamcter is outlived,
and whose oppressions of the pesple
of Gud causes Danlel to faint and
feel sick for many days. That this
little horn represents Antiochus
Epiphanes is a view entertained by
the most ancient writers, but this
does uot exclude the probabillty
that the I’apal power is also referred
to as the complete fulfilment of thls
part of the prophecy. What Anti-
ochus was to the Jews during the
tiras of the Maccabees, the pa-
pal power has been to the Church
of Christ in all nyes.

The ninth chapter contains a
prayer offered by the Prophet in
behalf of bimself and hls people. He
particularly supplicates God fo again
restore the sanctuary in Jerusalem.
Ag an answer to Lhia prayer, Gabri-
el appearg and Informs hlm of the
precise time for the coming of Mes-
ainh, *‘to finish the transgresslou,
and to make an ¢nd to sin, aud to
made & reeonciliation for iniguity,
and to bring in everlasting righte-
vusness and toseal np the vigion aud
prophecy, and to aneint the most
Holy.”” In seven weeks, or in for-
ty-niue years, reckoning from the
decres of Artaxerxes 457 B. C., thu
wails of Jeruralem were to be re-
bullt, though in times of great trou-
ble. In eixty twe weeks, or 434
years, Christ was to appear, and in
the midsl of one week, and after
three years and a bhalf, to be slain.

I the tenth chapter we are allowed
to cast a glance behind the vell and
contemplate the wouderful fact that
heavenly tmessengers are employed
te convey intelligenee to holy men,
and that they, while so doing, have
to overcome opyposing powers, much
us mortal men have in the per.
formance of their dutivs. A divine
messenger has been sent to instruet
David coucerning some records in
““TheScripture of Truth,’? a heaven-
ly revord, bLut this messenger is wet



