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FAIR HOME OF MY CHOICE.

Fair home of my cholece! though once lonesome and dreary,
Where wild beasts and reptiles, and savage men dwelt.
Tuew’rt now, by the hand of industry, made cheery,

And truth bears the sway, where Idolatry knelt!
Where sand washed by torrents, formed many a cresent—
Now water glides gently through meadow and glade,

The greensward and foliage of nature looks pleasant,
And trees round our dweiling, glve pleasure and shade!

How sweet on the bench-land’s the breeze of the morning.
How fragrant the odor all nature distills,

When th” sun riseso’er the high mountains, adorning
The sage-chelving hoilows dividing the hilis!

Around my log-cabin the peach trees are blooming—
The grape-vines and currants their beauties impart,

W hile the sweet-scented flowers the air 18 perfuming,
To gladden the eye and enliven the heart.

Fairhome of my cholce, >mid the dark Rocky mountains!
I love thee for moie than my birthplace can name!

Whence waters of life, from the celestial fountains,
Burst forth with thelir healing, the earth to reclaim;

I.ike gprings in the desert, the arid wastes cheering,
Our orchards, like Eden, in fruitfulness bear,

With my fam?’ly around me, thou’rt more worth revering
Than all the gold tinsel that Bab’lon can wear!

G. 8. L. CrTY, Aug., 1859, LyoN.
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THE BABY.

The following touching little poem is from the Provi-
dence Journal:

Another little wave
[Upon the sea of life;

Another soul to save,
Amid its toll and strife,

Two more little feet
To walk the dusty road:

To choose where two paths meet,
The narrow, or the broad.

| perfectly subject to the law that will

Two more little hands
To work for good or fll;
Two more little eyes;
Another little will.

Another heart to love,
Receiving love againg
And so the baby came,
A thing of Joy and pain.
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SOLUTION TO PROELEM IN Ne. 21.

1f the first cup and cover weigh twice as much as the
pecond cup, the weight of the second cup added to that of
the first cup and cover will equal three times the welght
of the second cup; consequently, the weight of the gec-
ond cup !s equal to one-third of the weight of the two cups
and cover,

And, if the gecand cup and cover welgh three times
as much as the first cup, the weéfght of the first cup, add-
ed to the welght of the second cup and cover, will equal
four times the welght of the first cup; consequently, the
weight of the first cup is equal to one-fourth of the weight
of the two caps and cover.

Then, reducing these fractions to a common denomina-
tor,they stand thus: First cup,three-twelfths; second cup,
four-twelfths. Twelve-twelfths equnal the weight of the
two cups and cover; and after subtracting three-twelfths
plus four-twelfths, the remainding five-twelfths must
¢qual the weight of the cover. Then, If five-twelfths la
equal to ten ounces, one-twelfth must be one-fifth of ten
ounces, which is two eunces; and tbree-twelfthea must be
three times two or six ounces—weight of first cup; and
four-twelfths must be four times two or eight ounces—the
welght of second cup. W.M.C.

A solution of the same problem has also been received
from Thos, C. Haddon, of San Pete.

REMAERKS

By President BRIGHAM YOUNG, Tabernacle,
Jaly 31, 1859.

REFORTED BY G. D« WATT.

I rejoice in the privilege of making a few
remarks this morning, by way of explanation
and exhortation.

If the Latter Day Saints assemble to wor-
ship merely because our fathers did, or because
we have been so taught by our school masters,
we have not a correct view of the subject.
The Being who organized us did so upon prin-
ciples which pleased him, and can please us
only through obedience to his laws. That

Being placed within us a principle that bas|

been among all the nations of men from the
beginning—the principle of reverence, of wor-
ship, of seeking after sometbing superior to
what we possess. Every person possesses
more or Jess of this principle; we all acknow-
ledge it more or less, and all are seeking some-
thing net in our possession.

We are on this earth for an express purpose.
The body is organized, the spirit takes posses-
sion of it, and here we are as finite beings in a
world of sin, of darkness, and of the thraldom
of iniquity ; and that too for an express purpose
that cannot be aecomplisbed upon any other
principle or plan.

Eternal existence depends solely upon
adopting and ecarrying out im our lives the
principles couched in the term Holy Priest-
hood, which alone tend to life and eternal dur-
ation and exaltation.

1
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something that we are not now in possession
of, and every individual wishes to understand
those true principles which will put him in
possession of the right plan by which to ob-
‘ain what we are seeking. .

Maunkind are prone 1o seeking after perish-
able things, though we in reality, if we did but
realize it, are by no means doing so exclusive-
ly. The sririt and intelligence that God has
placed within us prompt us to seek, more or
less, after imperishable things. Had we
worlds to command and dictate in our finite
state, with the authority and power we now
posaess, it would not satisfy the mind.

The Holy Priesthood is a system of laws
and government that is pure and holy, and if
it is adhered to by intelligent man, whom God
has created a little lower than angels, it is cal-
culated to preserve our tabernacles in eternal
being, otherwise they will be resolved into
native element. Nothing is calculated to sa-
tisfy the mind of an intelligent being, only to
ohtain principles that will preserve him in his
identity, to enable him to increase in wisdom,
power, knowledge and perfection. And when
we weel to worship, we do or should meet to
speak of those principles and to strengthen our
faith. But should it please the Almighty to
place us in circumstances that would preclude
our assembling to worship, if we understand
these principles they are as dear to us in our
closets, in our homes, and when we are labor-
ing in our fields, our shops, or in the kanyons,
as when we are in this Tabernacle.

We are searching for these principles, and |

we are laboring continually to obtain, what?
You see mankind running to and fro, like ants
upon an ant hill, now forward, now wheeling
and taking the back track, then to the right
and to the left, seemingly in a perfect state of
excitement and confusion. They are seeking
they know not what. They possess the foun-
dation for eternal intelligence, and they do not
know how to obtain that which will satisfy
their minds. Nothing can satisfy, except being
preserve
them in their identity to all eternity, and that
is the Holy Priesthood.

And yet, so long as we have lived, and as

' much as the wisest of us have seen and learn-

ed, we are still comparatively as infants., It
is by the law of the Priesthood that men are,
and by that law they may maintain their eter-
nal identity. A strict observance of those laws
will secure an inheritance in that kingdom
where death never enters, and all else will
gooner or later pass away as a night vision.

When we undertake to worship the Lord, it
i8 eternal principles that we desire to learn.
They are taught here from Sabbath to Sabbath,
a little here and a little there, pertaining to
the doctrines of salvation, like explaining the
civil laws of the land. Lawyers are called
upon to explain the civil law, and we must be
lawyers in the law of the Priesthood, to read,
comprehend, and correctly teach the writings
of Moses, of the Psalmist, of the Prophets and
Apostles, or to tell the truth as it comes fresh
ft:'um heaven, independent of reading from any

ook.

No one can correctly dispute that mankind
are possessed of intelligence. Reflect upon the
intelligence they possess in mechanism, in as-
tronomy, &c. Did they produce that? No, I
obtained the principles of intelligence that I
am in possession of from the same source that
they obtained theirs, and which I attribute to
the Author of our existence, but they cannot
tell from whence those principles came. They
are searching and researching with an inherent
princiEIa that uever can be satisfied without
true knowledge, and that true knowledge
flows through the Priesthood, to enable us to
know how to order our lives, to evercome
every principle that tends to th» death, and
to embrace every principle that tends to the
life, that we may preserve our identity to all
eternity, which is the greatest blessing be-
stowed upon man, and which we now have
the privilege to place ourselves in the way to
Becure.

The laws given by the Almighty to the chil-
dren of men, by which we can preserve our
spirits and our bodies to all eternity, are what
the world call *Mormonism.” Those laws are
what this people believe and are in possession
of, and are we obliged to falter here and to
falter there? If I am presented with unwhole-
some food, or with poison that would destroy
wy life, am I obliged to eat it? No, though I
may be obliged to have it presented to me. If
a man hands you a dose of arsenic,saying that
you need it and that it will do you good, are
you obliged to swallow it? Or if those who
prefer gin and roll it under their tongues as a
sweet morsel, present to you principles that
tend to the death, are you obliged to receive
them—to guin in and commit gin? Some who
profess to be Latter Day Saints do so, and con-
tinne to do so.

What a pity it is; how strange it is that
mankind do not better understand and conduct
themselves! True,asis written, sin was intro-
duced to the human family by the transgres-
gion of our first parents, and thereby the ad-
versary of all righteousness gained great power
over our bodies, as we can daily see exhibited,
the flesh, as the apostle has written, warring
agaivst the spirit. So in a garden, the weeds
spring up spontaneously, and if you wish te
produce certain fruits and vegetables you must

We are seeking foricarefully till the soil, because the ground is
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cursed to produce th orns and thistles and ob-
noxious weeds. The original transgression
subjected the flesh to weakness and infirmities,
but not the spirit, which explains how much
eagier it is for a person to sin than to work
righteousness, by the power sin has obtained
over earthly tabernacles, notwithstanding the
Ernmptingu to do right, and that a person feels
etter in doing right than wroug.

We must have our day of trial, an opportun-
ity to become acquainted with the bitter and
the sweet. We are so organized as to be able
to choose or to refuse; we can take the down-
ward road that leads to destruction, or the
road that leads to life. We can constantly
act upon the principles that tend to ceath, or
refuse them and act upon the principles tEa.t
pertain to life and salvation. This isa day of
trial; our faith and patience can now be tried;
now is the time for your fortitude and in-
tegrity to be tried. Let the trials come, for if
we should be so unspeakably happy as to ob-
tain a crown of eternal life, we shall be like
gold tried seven times in the fire. Let the
fiery furnace burn, and the afflictions come,
and the temptations be presented; if we wish
to be crowned with crowns of glory and exalt-
ed to dwell with our elder brother Jesus
Christ, we must choose the good and refuse
the evil. &

According to our faith, we must strive to live
our religion when in the kanyons getting wood
and lumber, when laboring in our fields, and
wherever we may be. We have to learn and
practice eternal principles, to obtain eternal
life, and they are the principles of the Holy
Priesthood. God has given man an agency,
and it behooves us to understand and practice
the principles of life—to live our religion and
walk humbly with our God. living according
to the laws and regulations of the Holy Priest-
hood, so far as it is revealed.

The principles of eternal life that are set be-
fore us are calculated to exalt us to power and
preserve us from decay. If we choose to take
the opposite course and to imbibe and practice
the principles that tend to death, the fault is
with ourselves. If we fall to obtain the sal-
vation we are seeking for, we will acknowledge
that we have secured to ourgelves every reward
that is due to us by our acts, and that we have
acted in accordance with the independent
agency given us, and we will be judged out of
our own mouths, whether we are justified or
condemned.

When meditating upon matters as they are
passing, I am happy and rejoice that things are
as they are. You do not often see me in this
building, neither do I often address you, neither
do I wish to at present, but I want everything
to be shaken that can be shaken, that those
who remain will be steadfastly determined to
serve their God. As I have often said, 1 would
rather be associated with a dozen men who
would live their religion than to have the
whole world for my companiens to bear off the
kingdomm to all nations. I would rather see
the people leave until there are not ten men
left in the mountains, than to see what I see
and hear what mine ears have to hear—the

blasphemy, corruption, wickedness, dishonesty |

one with another, and running after the devil
and ready to strike hands wherever they meet
him. I want to see those who will not live
their religion sifted out. Let them float off,
and let the few who will live their religion—
who will live for God—remain until they are
like the gold that is tried in the furnace seven
times.

I understand that some of the people are re-
migs in coming to meeting. Do they stay at
home to weig-h themselves in the balance to
know whether they are actually in possession
of the religion that we profess? Or are their
eyes, like the fool’s, in the ends of the earth
looking for a good job here, and a bargain
there, and a speculation yonder? You will
know, by-and-bye, whether you possess the
religion you profess. The Lord will sift the

eople, and the time is not far distant when

e will gift the nations with a seive of vanity,
and the time is at vour doors when he will
hold a controversy with the nations and will
plead with all flesh, and it will be known who
i8 for God, and who is not.

I often ask the Father to hasten his work;
doyou? To hasten His Zion upon the earth,
and His work upon all nations. Have yon
any idea what that work is? I am at times
checked in my feelings, and make the inquiry,
am I prepared with this people toreceive what
will come?

Every time that my mind stretches forth to
discern what the Lord is doing, to contemplate
upon His goings forth among the nations, and
what He is bringing about according to all the
sayings of the prophets and the derigns of His
Son Jesus Christ, and to reflect upon the na-
tions of the earth as they now are and will be,
I ask myself—am [ prepared for all this? Are
the people called Latter Day Sainta prepared
for all this? 1 am checked in my feelings in
a moment. Are you? Or do yon think that
you are ready? Suppose that the Lord should
make His appearance in His glorv, how many
in this Tabernacle conld abide the day of His
coming? Is there an individual in the valleys
of the mountaina,or upon the face of the earth,
that conld abide the appearance ¢f the Son of
man in His glory—that could lonk nnon him?

Are you prepared for the die‘rasa that is
coming upon the nations? Mauy of you fre-
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4to make potatoes set.

quently think tbhat your lot is very hard, that
your trials are numerous and gevere, and im-
agine this and that, and there is a great dis-
position with many of you, as well as with the
rest of the world, to pity yourselves. You bhad
better continue to pity yourselves, each and
every one, lest we should not be 1ight in all
the things of God as fast as he is rolling them
along. I have been driven from my home five
times; I bave left my bhouses and lands and
every thing I bad. Do I wish evil to come up-
on my enemies? KEvery time I think of it, and
when my mind is opened by the visions of the
Lord to see the weeping, the wailing and dis-
tress of the nations, that many who now live
will see, there is not a person in this room that
could bear it; there are no eyes looking upon
me that could bear fo see the awful distress
that the nations are bringing upon themselves;
to look upon the judgments of the Almighty
that they are bringing upon themselves.

You think that you see distress. I have
seen poverty. I have seen the gray headed
father and mother bowed to their graves with
starvation. 1have seen the middle aged, the
youth,and young children going to their graves
through starvation, but I have seen nothing to
compare with what 1 shall yet see, if I live. I
shall see the distress that will be upon the na-
tions. Look a little further and reflect upon
what the Lord will do when he has revolution-
ized the nations and cleansed and purged this
earth with fire. Are we prepared to sit down
with Jesus whenhe comes? We had better be
careful to know whether we are prepared.

We think that we have great occasion for
gsorrow, but how should we feel, after all our
preparations, faith, labors, and looking forth
for the coming of the Son of man,to be congum-
ed by the brightness of his appearance? We
had better be purifying our hearts; that is the
best occupation I can recommend to the Saints.
I would recommend such a course, far beyond
their taking their neighbor’s catttle, breaking
down their neighbor’s fences, spending their
Sabbaths in the kanyons getting wood, or do-
ing anything that they should not do. Ask
such persons whether they pray. “No.” A
man in the Eleventh Ward said, “I prayed dai-
ly over my crops last year,and my harvest was
very light; this year I have not prayed and my
crops look first-rate.”” Those who think that
they can succeed without praying, try it, and
I will promise them eternal destruction, if they
persist in that course.  Some think that they
can prosper by lying a little, breaking the Sab-
bath, and doing almost everything that they
ought not to do. In the end they will learn
that they have trod the path that leads to the
first and second death, which will have power
over them, and the time will come whendliey
will be as though they had not been.

It is recorded that Job clung to the Lord and
roved his integrity to his Father and God.—
he Lord, to try him, suffered his crops to be

laid waste, his property to be plundered, his
sons to be destroyed, and sorely afflicted him
in Jivers ways, and go it has been and will be
with thousands of other persons, and, though
their property, families and friends be taken
from them, yet they should trust in their God,
even though he shonld slay them; and you will
learn, by and by, what reward he has prepar-
ed for them.

[ am striving for the crown that awaits the
end of the faithful race, not alone for the pota-
toes and corn. Many come to me and say—
“brother Brigham, are we going to have any
potatoes this year?”” [ neither know nor care.
“Have you planted any?” Yes, a great many.
“Have you looked to see whether there are
any sets upon them?”’ No, but it is my busi-
ness to keep out the weeds, to water and till,
and wait until the harvest. I have not power
If I should plant, and
hoe, and raise nothing, it is the same to me as
though I obtained a good crop. God gives or
withholds the increase.

We are all organized to seek after something
that will be durable—that will not pass away
like a dream. Then donot seek too much after
that which will perish. Such things belong to

| the world; they are to be changed, and arenot

to be relied upon. Seek for the principles that
H&rtain to eternal life, the principles of the

oly Priesthood. Let us prove ourselves to
be friends of God, whether we raise potatoes
or not, whether our pigs and calves live or not,
whether we are blessed with much or little,
or have nothing,trust in God and be hia frienda,
and by and by, be will put us in possession of
that which will be perfectly satisfactory. Our
spirite and bodies will be preserved before the
Lord, and we will be prepared to see him in his
glory, to live with him in his kingdom—to as-
sociate with him. That is what we are seek-
ing, if we did but know it.

If any wish to apostatise, they have and al-
ways have had perfect libertv to do so. Life
and death are before yon. You have bad the
worde of life sounded in your ears, year after
year in these valleys, aud we have been blessed
with days of peace and pleasantness, days of
joy, and days of comfort. Have all the people
gerved God? No,some have been and are wick-
ed, sinful, dishonest, and unfaithfu!, and the
Lord wants to prove us, to prepare the right-
eous for his glory, and the wicked for their
doom.

I exhort you all te reflect whetner you are
ready for what is coming, and are prepared to
receive what you anticipate, Amen



