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netlet usU S conicontcontinueleu ireurenr 11ha to
work ln the namei tfof ahwtheLordLord our god
gathering wisdom aridabd intelligence day by
cadayeay that every circumstance wbwhichch tran

may Inministerinister to our good and in
ercreaseease our faith and intelligence I1iff we
continue to work righteousness being

to eachpach other and to god notid power i

will be able to overthrow us and as bro
hydehydo remarked for every stumbling block
that ourghr enemies place in our way to hin-
der and preventpi event the work of god from mov-
ing forward two will be placed in tho paths
of those who put one in ours if we aroare
faithful and keep the commandments ofgodcod his works will continue to prosperpro porper

the prophesies are fulfilled and woave tebb
jf glorious and a mighty poo

eeirae god bless you amen

presidentsRESIDENTS MESSAGE

to berahenaffhenafc aftaattaanoanc grouw
of representatives

in camin forgorforthe
I1
the first time

I1

as chief magistrate of this nation it is
with gratitudedo to the

f
giver of all good

benefit Wwee ararearoe blessed
bilthfilthwith peace at honiehouie and without any
entangling alliance abroad to forebode
trouble with a territory unsurpassed liliiiin
fertility of an arearea equal to the abund-
ant support 0 of people and
abounding in every variety of useful

I1 lilitsin quantity
I1

sufficient to supply
khae world for generations9 with exuber-
ant crops with a variety of climate
idadapted to the reproduction of every
speciespecies of earths rich products and
bultedsalted to the habits I1 tastes and require
agentson of evenycery living thing with a
populationlation

i of oooo of free people
aliall ispeakingekeng one languageP with facilities
for every mortal to acquire an education
with institutions closing to none theaeavenues to fame or to any blessing or
fortune that may be covetedcovoted with free-
domdoa off theflie pulpit and the press and

ath revenue Lowingflowing into the
matiNatirationaloraloual treasury beyond the require
xibeets

0
itta ofbt the government harmharmonyoilyolly Isis

rapirapidly restorerestoredd within our
fcbordersorders manufactures hitherto unknown
eipur coultry qaaro springing up gnallin allali
directionsons producing a degree of na
monal independence unequaled by that
fany otherbiller power these blessings

and countless others are entrusted to
jourjohir matevatecate and more for safe keeping
for the brief period of our tenure of
abeoffice I1 in a shortshoo time we must each of
ssas return to the ranks of the people who
layelave conferred upon us our honors and
account

I1
to them forfon our stewardship I1

earearnestlynestlyneatly desire that iineitherelther you nor I1
may be condemned by a free and en
ilg constituency nor by our own
09eienelensciencescieneesces

the rebellion
amerging fromfront a rebellion of gigantic

I1
aided as it was ty the sym-

pathypathyimy alidand assistance of a nation with
which we were at peace eleven states
vof thothe union were four years ago left

a legal stamostate government A
debtaebdeb thadhad been contracted american
gommesomme was almost dridrivenvan from the
navaag the industry of one half of the
country had been taken from the control
efathealid capitalists and placed where all
labor rightfully belongs inip the keeping
of the laborer the work of restoring
statesute government and loyalty to the
union the protection and fostering of
labor and providing the means for pay-
ing the interest on the public debt has
received ample attention from congress
andana although your efforts have not metmeimet
with the success in all partiparticularsculan that
mightdight have beendesire dyet on thewhole
they have been more successful than
euldcould have been reasonablyreasonablahly anticipated

Atj 0 reconstruction
sevenbeven states which passepassedd ordinances

ef secession have beep fully restored to
their places in the union the eighth
georgia has held an election at which
ehe ratified her constitution republic
ta in form

I1 I1 I1 and elected a governor
members of Congressaudandandsud a state lekislegis
sture and all other officers required

V i fl t

the governor was duly installed and
the legislature mettmgt audandhud performedeiformed alallali
the acts then required of themthernein byb

ithe
reconstruction acts of congress subse-
quently
I1

ly hoererhoweverhoeOer in violation of the
constitution they hadhaa just ratified as
since decided by the supreme court of

unseated colored members
of the legislature and admitted to seats
some members who were disqualified
bybythethe third clause of the letb amend-
ment to the constitution an article
which they themselves had contributed
to ratify under the circumstances I1
would submit to you whether it would
boftbottn0t be wise without de waive the
I1lawa w authorizing the governor of geor-
gia

geori-
gia to convene the members originally
elected to the legislature requiring
each member to take the oath pre-
scribed by thetho reconstruction act and
none to be admitted who are lqineligibleeligible
under the third clause of the
amendment 1

1

the freedmenmen
tiletho freedmen under the protection

which they have received are making
rapid progress in learning aldno com-
plaintssireare heard of lack of industry1 u on
their part when they recreereceivee ivelve fair re-
munerationmune ration for their labor I1

thothe public debt
the means provided for paying tilethe

interest on the public debt with all
other expenses of the government isismore than am pienie the losios of our com-
merce isi s the only result of the rtrebellionbellion
which has not received sufficient atten-
tion from you to this subject I1 call
your earnest atteattenattentioncloncion I1 will not now
suggest the means by which this object
may be effected but will if necessary
make it the subjectt of aapappecial message
during the session of congress

elections in the southmouth
at the march term congress by jointjoint

resolution authorized the executive to
order elections in the states of vir-ginia mississippi and texas submit
ing the constitutionllonlion a which each had
previously in convention framedeither
entire or in separate parts to be voted
u the dlediediscretion of the executive
under this authority elections were
called in virginia the elections took
place on the ath of july 18691859 the gov-
ernor was elected and alsshas been in-
stalled the legislature met and did all
required bathisby this resolution rindand byjay all
the reconstruction acts of congcungconcan gressgrossress and
I1 recommend that rep-
resentatives be admitted to congress
and that the state be fully restorestored to
its place in the family of states elec-
tions also called in mississippi andtexas to commence0 on the bolh of no-
vember 1869 and to last two days in
mississippi in texas to commence on
the of november 1869 and to last
four days the elections have taken
place but the result is not known itis to be hoped that the acts of theth leg-
islaturesislatures of these states when they meetmeed
will be such as to receive your appro-
bationbation and thus close the work of re-
constructionconst

the currency nueQuequestonsUoneuon
among the evils growing outoat of the

Rbrebellionbellion and not yet referred to Is
that of an irredeemableerrede amable curreacurrcurrencyencyepcyicylcy itIs an evil which I1 hope will receive
your most earnest attention it is a
duty and one of tthehe highest duties ofgovernment to secure to the citizens a
medium of exchange of an unvarying
value this implies a return to a spe-
cie

pe
basis I1 andarld if no substitute forfar it can

be devised it should be commenced
no and reached at the earliest possi-
ble moment consistent with abaira faircalr re-
gard to thethet interests of the debtor class
immediate resumption if practicableimpracticable
would ittnot be desirable it would compel
the debtor classelass to pay beyond their
contracts the premium on gold at the
date of their purchasesandd would bring
bankruptcy and ruin to thousands
fluctuations however in the paper
value of the measure of all value gold
is detrimental to the interests of trade
it makes a man of business an involun-
tary gambler for in all sales when
future payment isis to be made both par-
ties speculate as to what will be the
value of the currency to be paid and
received I1 earnestly recommend to
you then such legislation as will in-
sure a gradual return to specie pay-
ment andalid put agiaitan imondimmediatefate stop to
fluctuations in wetho value of the cur-
rency i

the return to specie raymentpayment
therhorhe methods to secure these results

are hsas numerous as aretteare the speculators

S I1
n political economy to secure the

latter I1 reeseebee but one way and that ia to
authorize the treasury ito redeeni1 iit
own paper at a fixed priceee wheneverwhen ever
presented and to fromfrow
tion all such currency redeemed until
sold aginagain for gold i

thethe public credit uelurlwohsohdeb t

thethip vast resources of the nation both
developed and undeveloped ought11 t to
make our credit the bestbeat onan the earth
with a less burden of taxation than the
citizen has endured for six yearsyeara past
the entire public debt could be paid in
ten years but it irl not desirable that the
people should be taxed to pay it in that
time year by year the ability to pay
increases in a rapid ratio but the bur-
den of the interest ought to be reduced
as rapidly as can be done without the
violation of any contract the public
deblis represented in a great part by
bonds having from five to twenty and
from ten to forty jeansjears to run bearing
interest at the rate of six per cent and
five peroer cent respectively it is option-
al with the government tofco pay their
bonds at a period after the expiration of
fiaoflae time upon their face the time
hasbag already expired when a great part
afof them may bebetakenbetokentaken up and the time
isis rapidly approaching when all may
bebp it is believed that all which are
now due may be replaced by bonds
bearing a rate of interest not exceeding
four and a half per cent and that aa
rapidly as thetho remainder become due
they may be replaced in the samegame way
to accomplish this it may be necessary
to authorize the interest to be paid at
either of the three or four of the money
centers of europe or byb any assistant
treasurer odthe U 8 at the option of
the holders of the bonds I1 present this
subject for the consideration of con-
gress also simultaneously with it the
prpropriety of redeeming our currency
as before suggested at the market valuevalde 1at the time the lalaw gogobi into effect in-
creasing the raterute at which the cur-
rency will be bought or sold from
day to day or from week to week at
the ramesame rate of interest aaas the govegovern-
ment

rn
pays upon ita bonds

internal taxation
the subject of the tariff and internal

taxation will necessarily receivee hourat
bil the revenues of ththee country

are greater than the requirements may
with safety be reduced butasbut as the fund-
ing of the debt at fnourfourour or four and a halfperpercentcent wouldwould reduce the annual cur-
rent expenses largely thu funding
justifying a greatergreter reduction of taxa-
tiontlonion than would be now expectede I1 sug-
gest the postponement of the question
until the next meeting of congress

modifications sa
it may be advisable to modify the tax-

ation and tariff in instances where un-
just or where burdensome discrimina-
tions are made by the present laws but
a general revision of the lawslawa rogalregalregulatingaUng
this subject I1 recommend tthehe postpone-
ment 0of for the present 1I aalsoaisoISO suggest the
renewal of the tax on iincomesncomes but at a
reduced late say of three per cent and
thisthia tax to eldreexpire in three yearsyeara

reduction of taxes Irosirozfeasiblesible
with the funding of the national debt

aaas here suggested I1 feel saoesafe in saying
that the taxes andana the revenue from im-
portsportsporta may be reduced safely from sixtsixty
totto eighty million perannum and be stistillTI1
further reduced from year to year asagthethe
resources of the country are developed

receipts of the government
the report of the secretary of thetreasury shows the 1 receipts of the gov-

ernmenterninent for the fiscal yearyeah ending june
30 1869 to be and the ex-
penditurestures incineincludingincludingludiniudin interestterestIl etc to bobeebliesliestimatetatematethe estimate for the ensu-
ing1ng yeayearr I1iss more favorable to the gov-
ernmenterninmentent and will no doubt show a large
decrease of the public debt the receipts
in the treasury beyond the expendi-
tures have exceeded the amount neces-
sary to place to the credit of the sinking
fund asns provided by the law to lock
up the surplus in the treasury and with-
hold it from circulation would lead to
such a contraction of the currency as to
cripple trade and seriously affect the
prosperity of the countrycoti under these
circumstances the secretary of thetreasury and myself have heartily con-
curred in the propriety of using all the
surplus currency in the treasury for the
purchase of gold bardsbords thus reducing
the interest bearing debt of the country
and of submitting to congress the ques-
tion of the ddispositionisposition to be made of the
bonds so purchased the bonds now
heldryheldheid bythebythoby thetho treasury amount to about

including those belonging
to thetle sinking fund AI1 recommend the
whole to be placed to the credit of the
sinking fund

1 tincrease acA c
your attention Is17 invited

to the recommendations forthe creating
of an office by thetiie commissioner of cus-
tom and revenuesre for the increase of
salary to a spermcertainpertainI1 ii elassclass of officials and
ththethoe substitutioni of increased national
bonds in circulation to replace thothe out-
standingpt 3 per entcent certificates and
most especially to his recommendation
for the repeal of laws allowing shares
of fines penalties forfeitures etc to
officers of the government or to inform-
ers 1

Commis of internal nebevenuevenuevenne
the office off commissioner of internal

revenue is oueotte of the most onerous and
Xeresponsible undertinder the government it
falls but little if any short of a cabinet
positpositionI1 ionlon in its importance and responsi-
bilitiesbilities it therefore requires such legisla-
tion as in you judgment will place the
office on a footing otof dignity commen-
surate with its importance and the
character ability and qualifications of
the class of men required to fill it proper
ly
international policy of the 4administra-tion

As the united states is the freest of
all nations goso too its people sympathize
with all people struggling for liberty and
self government but while BOso sym-
pathizingpath izing it is due to our honor that we
should abstain from enforcing our views
upon unwilling nations and from taking
an interested part without invitation in
the quarrels between different nations
or between governments and their sub-
jects our course should always be in
conformity with strict justice and law
international and local such has been 1

the policy of the administration in deal-
ing with these questions for more than
a year A valuable province of spain
and a near neighbor odoursofours in all
our people can not but feelfeel a deep inte-
rest1 has been struggling for independ-
enceence and freedom the people and
government of the united states enter-
tain the same warm feelfeelingsingslugs and sym-
pathies for the people of cuba in their
pending struggle that they manifested
throughout the previous struggle be-
tween spain and lierher colonies in behalf
odtheof the latter buethebuthut the contest atnoat no timetimo hashazha
assumed the conditions which amount
to war in the sense of international law
or that would show the existence of a decle
facto political organization of the insur-
gents sufficient tojustify a recognition of
belligerency tiletrie principle ifis main-
tained however that this nationnetlon is its
own judge when to accord the rights of
belligerency either to a people strug-
gling to free themselves from a govern-
ment they believe to be oppressive or
to independent nations at war arththe united states have no
disposition to interfere with the exist-
ing relations of spain to her colonial
possessions on this continent they be-
lieve that in due time spain and othereuropean powers will find their
interest in terminating those relations
and establishing their present depen-
dencies as independent powers and
members of the familyfamilyfof nations these
dependencies are no longer regarded as
subject to transfer from one european
power to another when the present re-
lations of the colonies cease they arearo teto
become independent powers exercising
thetho right of choice and ofor self control
in the determination of their future
condition and relations with other
powers the united states in order
to put a slopstop to bloodshed in cucubaeubaba and
in the interest of a neighboring people
proposed their good offices to bring
existing contest to a termination but
the ofneroffer was not accepted by spain
on a basis which it was believed could
be received by cuba it is hoped that
the good offices of the united states
may prove advantageous for the beitle
ment of this unhappy struggle

in the meanwhile a number of illegal
expeditions against cuba have been
broken epand it has been the endeavor
of the administration to execute the
neutrality laws in good faith no matter
how unpleasant that may be when re-
memberingmembering the suffering we have en-
dured from the lack falthfaith by
other nations

the madormajor
the united states selioschooneroner lizziezeig

major was arrested on the high seas by
a spanish frigate and two passengers
were taken from it anisand carried as prison

i ersera to cuba representations of these
facts were made to the spanish govern-
ment and as soon as official informa-
tion of them was

I1 received the two pas-
sengers were set at liberty and the
spanish government assuredassuredthethe uni-
ted states that the captain odthe frigate
in making the capture had acted with-
out law that he had been reprimanded
for irregularity of conduct and that


