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editorials
A FAIR AND ABLE REPORT

WNWB publish todayto day the minority re
port of the committee on the judiciary
of01 the UV S house of representatives
on the measure introduced at the last
session of contrescongress and now known as
the tucker edmunds bill it was tileddied
with senate bill no 10 and emphatic-
ally dissents from the views set forth
by the majority of the committee in re-
gard to that remarkable piece of spe-
cial legislation the printing of this
report was delayed because of the ab-
sence from washington of the gentle-
men who reported it and to whom the
proof sheets barbad to bpbe referred before
publication we hovehave but recently
efuredsecured a copy I1

it makes excellent reading it has
beenbeell evidently prepared with care and
its authors navehave thoroughly studied
the bill which it opposes and tw re-
port

I1

of tilethe majority from it
dissents ithe wrongs contained in
both are and denounced the
unlawfulness and unconstitutionality
of the chief provisions of the bill are
proveuinin a masterly manner also
the sections which assume totd
repeal utah statutes which have
nodo existence are pointedly designated
the infamy otof the proposition to luter
lere with tue propertyproperly of the mor-
mon and toLO disfranchise and
deprive olof allail political rights a4 larger e
body of citizens solely beetbecausetise of their

associations is depleteddepicted mindand con-
demned as to every principle
of our Jjurisprudenceu nsprudence

itajrka balf Is discussed in thet he
thrown aton its by this
minority report we do not see how
any conscientious member can vote
forathfor its passagepa nor howbow any lawyer
can support it except on the grounds
of rabid and unreasoning anti

mormonism we understand that
it would have been signed by
other members of the committee it it
had been prepared in time but the
majority report was finished so late in
the session that this had to be hurried
so much that it failed to receive that
attention which its merits demanded
we recommend it to tilethe study of all
who are interested pro andcancon inthe
scheme to despoil the mormonMor
church of itsita property hodand rob the
majoritymalority of the people of utah of the
commonest rights of american citi-
zens

MANIFEST INJUSTICE

THE case of wmwin geddeseddesGr ol01 plain
city deserves more than the notice
kivengiven in the account ofel the trial in the
first district court the considera-
tion of other matters has occupied all
the spicespace at our command the de-
fendant was convicted of unlawful co-
habitation although theth evidence was
positive that he had lived only with the
leebl wife the defendant and his two
wives all testified the wives
being called by the prosecution
and mr geddes and the legal wife for
the defense their united statements
under oath were to the effect that
the accused made auan arrangement
with his plural wife just before
the passage of the edmunds law by
which hebe would cease to live with her
and that hebe had not cohabited with her
since july 1882 he had gone oc-
casionallycasio nally to the termfarm where she lived
to talk with the boys on business
otother4er witnesses had seen the defendant
ababoutt the preppremisesilses in the corral and
in the yard but always in the day time
there was no testimony showingbowing that
the accused hadbad lived with hisbis plural
wife one day or one night during the
whole period covcoveredered by the indict-
ment yet he was convicted on tourfour
counts

itif the reason for this kind ef01
justice is wantwantededitit will be found

I1ina the rabid and absurd demand
of the prosecuting attorney upon a
jury so selected that conviction was
almost as certain as indictment mr
dickson worked upon the prejudices
of a picked antiantiiI mormon jury by
declaiMdeclaiming1139 against the mormon
church and denouncing the defend-
ant asa member thereof and alsoalsid by
ouchbuch reasoning as this

gentlemen itif the defendant has
visited the house of hishi plural wifewite
duringdaring the time covered by the indict
meatmaut torfor any purpose whatever and itif
he has eaten in her house once during
that period it is cohabitation and
iiss gaguiltyalty as charged

the attorney further warned the jury
according to the report of the trial
that itif the detedefendant was allowed
escape and if nefie would be permitted
to go to the house of his plural wife to
see hisbis children one time or a dozen
polygamous homes could not be
up but it they would do their duty
time would comecorne when this
of the mormonscormonsMor mons would bow her
in the dust thus the delenda dant was
made the object of wrath and venge-
ance as member of a religious
obnoxious to the prosecuting
and the of beingtried
onan the merits or demerits of his case
demanded by law and justice

the evidence in the case of mr ged-
des was mearclear that hebe had made
fideede arrangements with his family to
live according to the requirements of
the edmunds law and had done so in
octacet living only with mehla legal witleandwl erand

deeding to each family their respective
portions of hisbis real estate itif this waswaa
not compliance with the strictest con-
structionBtst of the terms of the statute
we do not know howbow it can be obeyed
by anyoneany one retaining in his bosom a
single spark of humanity

but mr dickson claimed as re
ported1arted that the object of therawlaw is to break up and destroy

families root and branch
wee dispute this construction and defy
mr dickson to substantiate it by the
language of the law or any inference
from it that can be fairly deduced
tilethe law provides penalties against men
who contract polygamous marriages
and those who cohabit with more man
one woman its object no doubt is
to bring to an end tuethe practice of
plurallural marriage but there is nothingtin it that makes the polygamous status
a crime or requires a man to renounce
his relationship to his wives and
chichildrenlaren and any prosecuting
officer who attempts to deceive a
jury by claiming that it does or
that the laws intent is to break up and
destroy existing families goes outside
of hisbis official province and iterpervertsverts
misinterprets and in spirspirit violates
the law byendeavoring to overawe a
jury and to arouse their prejudices and
passions so as to procure the punish-
ment of the accused when the evi-
dence fallsfails or is detectivedefective such an ex-
cessivelyces zealous official would descend
to the role of the despicable pettifog-
ger Aandhd proclaim hisbis unfitness torlor
any official position and his unworthi-
ness of publicbolicnolic respect

it is difficultdifficult to determine in view
of the evidence even giving a full
estima teto the aroused prejudices of
an antlanti mormon jury on what rule
they found labe defendant guilty on
four counts but it seems that consis-
tency has no place in the minds or
conclusions of juries more than pros-
ecutors when the determination is
to cinch a mormon and when the
amount of the fee is contingent on the
conviction of the accused it is easy to
understand why mercenary attorneys
might gryto impress the jury with the
notnotionon to convict the defendant is
a bound ti duty the gratificationh of
deep malkemalice and bounboundlessdiess greed are
in the nature of things combinedcombined in-
centivescencentitivesyes to vindictive energy

in commenting upon the violations
of law and justice which characterize
so manymalay prosecutions of mormonscormonsMor mons
convicted of offensean which tilethe evi-
dence shows they have not committed
we wish it to be distinctly understood
that we do not argue as to the moral or
religious righteousness of the course
pursued by the accused our criticisms
of the pleaspicas of prosecutors toethe rulings
of courts and the verdicts of juries
have nothing to do with our views of
the acts of men and women in a family
capacity those who construe
our denunciation of proceedings
against men who have tried to obey the
edmunds jaw into an endorsement of
the arrangements made with their
families exhibit a very shallow capa
city lorfor logical reasoning we do not
consider it our province to interfere
in any way with a mausmans family con
cerns itif the families themselves are
satisfied with any arrangement made
bybv mutualI understanding that is their
bbusiness not ours neither does it
concern the gossips who seek to tind
fault with things thatthai they cannot un-
derstandderstand from the fact that they have
not been parties to the agreement nor
been consconsultedtilted as to its propriety

when a verdict in our view is con-
trary to evidence when a publicpublicprosecutor urges conviction in facece of
testimony that seems to exculpate theabe
accused and when courts appear
to exhibitexhibit a bias against a defend-
ant because of hisbis faith and extraneous
to the matter on trial we expect to
condemn such manifest injustice
no matter what we may think of
the course of theabe accused as a question
of religion and propriety A man may
be unwise orer even radically wrong in
his treatment of his alamil and
yetet be guiltless of breaking themundsedmunds law and it we disapprovee
otof his conviction against the evidence
it does not follow that we approve of
hisbia family government hisbis modemade of
living or hisale deportment as a husband
and father they are totally different
things and we do not presume to ap-
plaud or condemn purely private and
domestic affairs which concern only
the parties themselves we condemn
what appears to be a palpable and
public wrong and that is the end
as well as the object of our criti-
cisms

A STRIKING ARGUMENT

UNK of the most striking arguments
that has been advanced in flavorfavor of
prohibition is embodied in a state
ment made by a correspondent in iowa
to the nownew york Evenevening post he
furnishes the report of a meeting in
that state at which seventy sheriffs
were present who agreed
that since the passage of the prohibi-
tion ialaww court business hasidecreasedhas
in iowa 50 per cent although the law
has not been thoroughly enforced in
several places

As no law is and complecompletelycompletetellv
enforced I1 and crimes are committedcommitte
against every legislative enactment it
is no argument against prohibition
that it does not fully prohibit and if
in iowa it has the effect of reducing by
oueone half the crimes which follow in-
temperance there Is evidence beyond
doubt that most excellent greresults do
accrue from prohibition

in rhode island the system has
not yet had time to manifest its power
in the suppression of inebriety and the
diminishing of crime but the belief
is growing that the evils of the liquor
traffic are of such a nature and magni-
tude that legislationlegli though it may not
be able to work a perfect curecoret caucap and
ought to be brought to beaibear to bring
these evils down to their lowest mini-
mum prohibition is a live issue of
the times

DONT YOU DO IT

california is another
siege of excitement over speculations
in mining stocks the result will be
the enrichment of a few and the ruin
of a multitude these tides of specu-
lation ebb and flow and leave thou-
sands stranded on the shoreschores of dis-
appointment and distress stock
gamblinggambliug for it is nothing less has a
most pernicious effect on all who en-
gage in it occasionally in california
it becomes a kindolkind of mania people of
all classes professions and conditions
rush into the whirlpool and roostmost of
them are seriously injured while many
go down to the depths of destruction

when once the temptation to secure
wealth without work aid by some
sudden expected turn of the wheel of
fortune seizes hold of a man or wo-
man it usually unfits the individual
for legitimate business ordinary oc-
cupationscupations are neglected excitement
suspense violent fluctuations of feel-
ing sudden successes or reverses
per aduceinduce an unhealthy condition ofgribodyC y and mind stimulants are
resorted to association with
spendthrifts ensues habits btbf
idleness are formed anticipated gain
make an excuse for relaxation of
energy and the results are disastrous
to those who fall into the rushing
stream and indirectly to the whole
community

speculation in stocks teIs not viewed
in the same light as playing on the
green cloth for cash because it is un-
der the ban of the law but it is gam-
bling all the same and is ententerederect into
with the same spirit and produces
similar baneful effects there is as
much trickery about it too and the
jobs that are put up to fleece the un-
suspecting are as vicious dis-
honest and swswindlingi adling in their
character as cheatingcheating at cards
or fleecingfleemingflee cing i6 with loaded dice

an advertisement which appears in
this as well as other papers says

now is tilethe time to speculate
and goes on to tell where and howbow to
make money by that method we say
to our readers now is not the time to
speculate in any such fashion the
inducement thus held out is fallacious
and fraught with evil do not be
tempted by any baits of that kind
thrown out to catch gudgeonshudgeonsgudgeons the
firm that transacts suen business waymay
be respectable after the fashion of the
world and do business on a strictly
legal basis that isia to say so as the
lawlav cannot touch them buethe whole
thing is a snare and those who are en-
tangledtau led in it are not wisewidewewe warn all people against it and
advise everybody against speculating11

in stocks east or west as an un-
healthy unsatisfactory ffoolish and
dangerous undertaking that annually
counts thousands of victims who are
swallowed up in the depths of ruin and
despair when you are invited to
take risks of this kind dont you do it

FIELD HARSHAL FIELD
IT appears that resolutions passed by
local posts of the QG A it endorendorsing

kate field as an antlanti mormon I1 lec-
turer have been concurred in by the
leading officers of the national organi-
zation incincludinglading L G fairchild
commander lain chief for the time
being therefore the bitter spirited
little woman will lecture under the
auspices of the G4 AARR she has
practically been elected field
marshallmarshal in the grand army
onslaught upon the poor mormonscormonsMor mons

this movement seems to be in uni-
son wita the patriotic statement of tilethe
rev bedr Dui aning who was one of the
speakers at the local antlanti Amormonlormon
alleged camp fires in the skating rink in
this city last august in denouncing
what he falsely claimed to
be mormon
of the tender sex he ex-
claimed with hyperbolic fervor

we marched our wives daughtersand
from the depot ahead of us to show
howbow much we thought of them

this movement on the part of some
of the representative men of the G A
BR is not what might be called a stal-
wart one it may however be quite
appropriate for them to be thus rep-
resented it is not likely to
improve the quality of the plat-
form tittle tattle of the little
female busbusybodybusyY body and will not cause
people to bee any more eager than
formerlytormerly to rushrush with their hair
streaming in the wind to get a front
seat lain order to inhale her exaggerative
and flatulent utterances herclr
ing onen theahe Mormormon question are
gettingjetting pretty threadbare and no
kindind of application of benzine and
brushing by the G A KR can give them
the gloss of freshness

such steps as the one in point the
outgrowth of the anti mormon
splurge inaugurated by the political

schemers located in this city have but
one purpose this is to manufacture

re judice against the latter daycuts and forcefrice the administration to
shape its course accordingly towards
the majority of the people of utah

there are a number of ingredients
which are likely to go against
the scheme onene of these
lies in the fact that while the adminis-
tration is democratic the G A ER is
as a whole ultra reaurepublicanbaican and
therefore unalterably inimical to the
national powers that be here comes
in the old proverb if you know what
your cuemy wants you to do dont do
it perhaps the idea will the
administration

another point in the same connection
is that a large proportion of influen-
tial members ofof the G A R are not
in harmony wittiwith the crusade those
belonging to that sensible class look
upon it as entirely outside the province
of the organization and refuse to
countenance proposed anti mormon
assaults to politicalpolitical ends

AN ALLEGED HORRORIN
FREAK OF

NATURE

A RECENT issue of the chicago daily
news contained the followinglowinefol letter
from a sparsely populated portion of
texas the statements appear to be
almost tooextraordinary lorfor belief
otherwiseotherwisaige letter has all the appear
ance of bong authentic and is ac-
cepted andadf by our chi-
cago as of that charac-
terterI1

the greatest excitement prevails
here nothing is talked or thought of
but natures great convulsion lastlas
night at a point seven miles south-
east

s

of this little countrycountry postpostofficeoffice oc
burred last night one of the strangest
freaks of nature recorded in the annals
of the worlds history at toethe above-
mentioned point is the confluence of
two creeks post oak and chambers
the latter quite an important stream
and be called a river in the
new england states here is located
tuethe cautecause of the terror and excitement
that have got hold of the people an
immense upheaval has occurred atanat
gobatpoint causing a rent in the earth
thatat is horrifying to look upon
toe topography of the country before
this agonizing kick of old mother
earth was almost a dead level it is
one vast creek bottom covered with
dense timber or was such before this
occurrence todayto day a yawning chasm
fifteen miles long and more than fifteenfit teen
hundred feetfee broad stares one in the
fice wwhoho hahas the courscourageize to look at it
A denseadease cloud of black sulphurous
smoke rises slowly from its rumbling
mouth intense heatbeat prevails at a dis-
tance of halfhaji a mile onoa either side of
this vastvase andana terrible crater and to
add to its awful grandeur it intersects
chambers creek lust below its union
with post nak thus forming quite a
large body of water that plunges
into this bottomless chasm
with a jar and a thundering
tone that can be felt and heard for 22
miles the nearest telegraphic station
to this point is corsicana 35 miles
away the people in neighbor-
hood are a thrifty though illiterate
class of plantersbis they are naturally
superstitious and this wonderful phe-
nomenon

e
has just run them wild11 theyhey

spend their entire time prayinga in and
singingsuiging they have abanabandonedboned their
fields to prepare the adfawfulal dodoomM
as they supposebup puse in store for thomthem
they neither eat nor sleep only as they
are exhausted A portionapportion of theotimethe time
totodaydadayy a strong east wind has been
blblowingw i ng driving the beat to the west
side of the opening so that your cor-
respondent could approach sufficientsufficientlyi
close to examine partially the inwardduwar
appearance of the jaws of0 hell no
language however awful or eloquent
could approach even a faint picture of
so grand yet so fearful a scene

imagine a fiery opening in the earth
fififteen miles long and 1500 feet wide
belching forth great clouds of black
sulphurous smoke from beneath from
winchwhich jeome the deep mutteringsrings of
subterraneous thunders whose voices
speak only through the open mouth of
hellbell then may you form but a slight
idea of this scene As the wind moves
the huge volume of smoke aside it re-
veals huge monsters of every hideous
and conceivable shape writhing and
twisting in the molten mass beneath
sounds and murmurs like human
voices in the lest agonies seem to
comecom fromefrom right under your feet as
you stand on the brink of this horrible
chasm various theories have been
advanced by experts and old women as
to the meaningme anine of all this unrest of old
mother earth there is no doubt toin
the mind of your correspondent that it
is associated with the recent earth-
quakes at charleston S C

11 what the result may be betobeforere na-
ture resumes her equilibrium in this
sectsectionlion is hard to tell it has already
resulted in the destruction of 25 fine
ranches head of stock 1 13 dwell-
ing houses and about acres of
tinefine timber have been swallowed up
the loss of human life amid the pres-
ent excitement is impossible to ascer-
tain but is supposed to be f al
people are gathering up their effects
and fleeing from the country in wagons
or horseback in wheelbarrows and
on foot great auffsufferingerlus and destitu-
tion must follow in the wake of such
wholesale destruction of life and pro-
perty the atmosphere for 20 miles
around has an intense sulphurous
smell unless tomorrowto morrow a sun has a

tendency tcto purify the atmosphere or
lift this sulpsulphurousaurous odor your corres
indent will be compelled to take upgisE la retreat with the arvak of day

animals birds and insects even
to the vivacious texas mosquito are
leaving the neighborhood otof thisibis awful
display of natures fireworks horses
cattle hogsbogs and dogs are lying dead
trothroughh the timber suffocated with
the sulphurousu gases that seem to be
bozinoozing from the ground the ground
Is so intensely heated for belrten miles
around that every living spear of grassgras
and all the umbertimber is dying the pic-
turetu re of desolation and woe is fright-
fulf al eveneven to contemplate but imagine
what it is to one ina the midst of al
this loneliness aside from the rumb-
ling noise beneath your feet the silence
is paintpainfulua

1 I send this communication tyby
horseback mail to the nearest railroad
point thirty five miles away and will
write you more fully when my brain
and nerves get steadsteadierier and I1 get out of
this infernal region

WHEREININ ll11ES TTHEHE DIFdiffer-ence
JFE

A FEDERAL Is reported to have
expressed his inability to understand
why a mormon defendant inia a easecase
of unlawful cohabitation who claims
to have lived according to the ed-
munds law in the past cannot consci-
entiously promise to obey it in the fu
ture and thus escape its penalties As
this is no doubt a matter of misun-
derstanding

I1

derstanding with many we offer some
remarks which may help to clear up the
confusion of mind deith which they
appear to be ttroubledrou bled

there is a wide distinction betweeni
obeying the edmunds law as it stands
on the statute books of the nation andi
arorpromisingbising to to it as construedconsi ruedi
by thythle courts we will pass by the
question of its unsettled meaning
which has been changed so many times
that it has been noted for its

and kaleidoscopic character
and admit torfor the sake of argument
although it by no means appears as a
fact that the latest or newest con-
structionst is permanent then let us
see tilethe difference between living ac-
cording to the law as it was enacted
and bowing to the law as construed by
the courts

the law provides penalties against
cohabitingconacoba biting with more than one wom-

an cohabit means to live with
taking one part of the statute with
another it may be claimed that in this
law it means to live with more thawthan
one woman as wives although the law
does not say so but supposing the
words as wives waymay be interredinferred or
that they were actually inserted in the
statute the offense would be incom-
pletelet 0 if the person accused of violat-
ingFanz ththee law had not since its paipati sage
actually dwelt with more than onouy
woman as his wives

with this understanding then sup-
pose a mormon with two or more
wives makes an arrangement with his
family which is to toemthem
that while the law remains as at piresent
he will make his home with but one
wife and that his associations with the
rest otof his family anasnail be only such as
are necessary to provide afirpr their ne-
cessities look alterafter the welfare of hisahis
children and render such aidtaidi
as humanity sadaud honor aedemandmand
that his actual marital in
timaly such as had exis tedi
belorebefore thereupon ceased with all ex-
cept the one wife agreed upon that
the vivisitssits which from that time he
made to the other portions of his
family were only such as might be
to any individual needing sympathy or
assistance and involving no actual co
habitation that is dwelling with
either as a wife or otherwise bouldi
not that be living within the law as lcit
is written and with those words added
which as claimed may be
from the context we say that it
would common sense says so audiand
only strained perverted unusual andada
absurd constructions of the law could
pretend otherwise

audand this is what a number of men
who have been sent to prison for un-
lawful cohabitation understood to be
the meaning of the law and what they
actually governed theirtheft living by in
some casesbases the wife having young chil-
dren to care for was selectedselectedtel as the one
woman to live with in otheothersrathethe
legal wife irrespective of such consid-
erationserat ions became the only one cohabit-
ed with but this appearsappears to make
no difference in tilethe construction
of this conduct by the courts the ac-
cused is condemned if it is made to
appear that he has treated a plural
wife with as much courtesy or kind-
ness as might with the utmost pro-
priety be shown to the greatest
strangerstrander if the defendant has visited
her when sick called to enquire after
the condition of his and her children
accompanied herbee to a religious meet-
ingin 4 or to a place of amusement sat
down at the same table to eat in
any place or met her with no
more privacy or indication
of dwelling with than if she
was a casual acquaintance either
of these acts innocent in nature isiq
claimed as proof of cohabitation and
juries are called upon with vehement
declarations as to their duty to con-
vict a defendant who admits or is
shown to have committed the harmless
act

one of the wide distinctions between
living the law as it stands and obeying
it as construed by the courts then
may be seen at a glance by anyanyoneinq


