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A FAIR AND ABLE REFPORT.

Wi publish to-day the minority re-
port of the Committee ou the Judiclary
of the U. 8. House of Representatives,
on the measure Introduced st the last
mession of Congrees and bow Xnown as
the Tucker-Edmunds bill. It was dled
with Benoate bjil No. 10, and emphatic-
ally dissents from the views set forth
by the majority uf the committes In re-
gard to that remarkable plece of spe-
cini legislation, The printlng of thia
report was delaycd because of the ab-
sence from Washington of the geotle-
men who reported it, and to whom the
proof sheets had to be referred before
publication. We Lave but recently
psecured 4 copy. :
It makes excellent reading. It has
been evidentiy prepared wiih cars, and
its authors nave thoroughly studied
the bill which It opposes and i re-
port of the majority from walch it
dissents. (The wropge contained 1n
both are set forth ana denounced, the
unlawfuloess aod uncoostitutionality
of the chief provisions of the bill are

proven in & masterly manner. Also
the sections which assume Lo
repesl Utah siututes which have

no exlstence are poliotedly designated.
The intamy of the proposition to ioter-
fere with tue pruperiy of the “‘Mor-
won” horeh uod Lo disfranchise and
deprive o ail pontieal righte a lurge
body of citizens sulely becatise 0f thelr
“aysociations,” is depicted and con-
demned us opposcd to cvery principle
"of our junisptudence. ]

If the bill 8 discuseed jn the ilight
throwa dpon its enormities . by thls
minority report, we do not see how
sny consclentdous rueinber can- vete
for its pasasge, uor how any lawyer
can support It except on the grounds
of rubld and ubprcasouing anti-
“Mormonism.” We understand that
1t would have been signed by
other members of the committee if it
had been prepared in time. Butthe
majority report was finished so late 1n-
thesession, that'this had to be hurriea
s0 much thut it failed to receive that
attention which {ts 1werits demanded.
We recommend it to whe study of all
who are interested; pro and con, in the
scheme to despoit the **Mormon™
Church of lte property, and rob the
mujority of the people of ; Utah ol the
commonest rights of Americun citi-
2@08. .
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‘MANIFEST INJUSTICE.

THE case o1 Wm, Geddes, of Plalp
City, deserves more than the notice
given in the acconnt ef the trinl in thy
First Distrlct Court, The cousidera-
tion of other matters has joccopied all
the spice at our command. The de-
fendant was coavicted of nulawful co-
habitation, althongh the evidence was
positivi that he bad lived only with the
lepgal wife, The defendant and his two
wives. all - testitied, the wives,
being calied by the prosecution
and Mr. Geddes und the leyal wife for
the defense. Their united statements
under cath, wers to the effect that
the accused made an arrangement
with his plural wife just before
the passage of the Edmunds:law, by
which be wonld cease to live with her
and that he bad not cohabited with her,
since July 1st, 1882, He had gone oc-
casionully to t.'he farm where ste lived,
to talk with the boys on business.
Otier witnesses had seen the defendant
about the prepises, in the corrsland
inthe yard, but alwaye in the day tlme,
There was no teatimony showing that
the accused had lved with his plural
wife one day or onc might duriog the
whole period covered by the indict-

mepnt. Yet be was convicted on four
colnts,
If the reasen for this kind el

‘Yypstice'’ is wanted, it will be found
jn the rabid and absurd demand
of the Prosecuting Attoroey,upoen a
jury so selccted that conoviction wae
almost as certain as indlctment. Mr.
Dickson worked upon the Prejud!.ces
of a plcked antl-"*Mormon’™ jury, b
declatming against the “*Mormon™
Church and denouncing the defend-
ant ng:a-member thereof, And sleo by
such réasoning as this:

“Gentlemen, if the defendant has

visited the house of bls plural wife
during the time covered by the lndict-
ment for any purpose whatever, and if
he has eaten in her house once doring
that period, it is cohabliation and he
is guilty as charged."
The Attorney further warned the jury,
according to the report of the trial,
that it the defendant was allowed to
escape, and if he would be permitted
to zo to the house of his plural wite to
see hia children, one time or 8 dozen,
polsgamous homes conid oot be broken
up, but if they weuld do their duty the
timc would come when *'this Churca
of the ‘Mormons' would bow her neck
in the dust.”” Thus, tne delendant was
made the object of wrath. and venge-
ance 85 a member of a religioug'soclety.
obnoxions to the Prosecuting Attorney
and the jury.insiead of being tried ¢ oly
on ihe merits or demerits of hiscase as
demanded by law and justice.

The evidence in the case of Mr. Ged-
des was cicul, that he had wmnade bonu
Jide arrangenenta with his family to
live accordine to the requirements of
the Edmunds law, and had done so !n
fact, living only with bisiegal wife.and

|trary to evidence, when

portious of bis real estate. If tils wus | not vet had time to manifest 113 power | ooe purpose., Tiols is to waoufactare | 1t this sulpourous odor
pot compliance with the strictest con- | in the .-u?presslon of fnebriety and the
1

struction of the 1erms of the statute,
we do not know how it can be obevea

gle spark of humanity,

olygamous families root and branch."
EVe dispute this construction and defy
Mr. Dickson to substantiate it, by the

from it that can be fairly deduced.
Thelaw provides penalties against men
who contracl polygamous mnartisges,
and those who cobabit with more tnan
one woman. 1ts object; no doubt, is
to bring to u#n end the pructice of
lural marringe. But there is nothiug
n it that makes the polygamous slutus
% crime, or requires u mun 1O renouuce
his relationship to bis wives znd
chilaren. And any prosecutiug
officer who attempts to decéive a
jury by claimivg that it does, or
that the law’s intent is to break up apd
destroy existing fumilies, roes outside
of his officia]l provioce aud perverts,
misinterprets and, in spirit, violates
the law. By eudeavoring Lo overswe a
jury and to arouse their prejudices and
passiens 80 48 to procure the punish-
ment of- the accused, wheu tae evi-
dehce fails or is defective, such an ¢X-
cessively zealous ofticiat would deseend
to the role of the despicable pettifog-
zer, and Froelaim his unfitness lor
any oflicial position and his yuworthi-
ness of publie respect.:

It is ditticult o determinc, In view
of the evidence, even giving & fuil
egtiniate to the aroused prejudices of
an anti-**Mormon'’ jury, on what rule
they found ptne detendant gutity on
fout coyuts. But it seems that consis-
tuncy has no place in the minds or
conclnzions of juries wore thuu pros-
ecutors, when the detcrminstion {s
to **cioeh u Mormon.” And when thg
amount of the fee is contingent on the
conviciion of the sccused, it is casy to
understapnd why mercenary nt.t.ornegs
might try to impress the jury with the
notion toat to evnvict the defendant i3

are

deeg malice and boundiess grue(&, :
n-

in the nature of thiegs, combine
centiyes to vindletive voergy.

e

In commenting upon thc violations
of law and justice which characlerize
80 many prosecutions of “*Morinons,'’
convicted of an offcnse which the evi-
dence shows they have bot cowmitted
we wish it to be distinctly understood
that we do not argue a8 Lo the moral or
rellzious righteousness of the course
purssed by the accnsed. Qur critlcisms
of the pleas of prosecutors, the rolings
of coutts and the verdicts of juries
have nothing to do withour views oi
the acls of men anc women in a8 family
capucity. ‘Those who  construe
our deponciation of roceedings
against inen who have tried to obey the
Edmunds jaw, futo ao .endorsement of
the arrangements made with their
1ainilies, exhibit u very shallow capa
city tor logical ressoning. We do Dot
conslder it our proviuce to wmterfere
in apy way with s man's 1amily con-
cernd. H the familles thewmselves are
satisfled with any arrungement made
by mutusl] understunding, thut Is heir
business, not ours. Nelther does it
concern the gossips who seek to nd
{ault with things that they caorot nu-
derstand, from the tuct that they huve
npot been parties Lo the agrecment nor
been consuited ae to its propriety.

When a verdict in our view i8 cop-
a public
prosecutor urges conviction in face of
testimony that seems to exculpate the
accused, aud wben courts appear
to exhibit a bias against a defend-
ant because of bis faithand extraveouns
to the matier on trisl,” we expect to
copdemn such manifest injustice
no matter what we may think of
tbe course of the accnsed as a question
of rellgion and propriety. A mun may
be unwise, or even radically wrong, in

his treatment of his 1amil aod
et be gulltless of breaking the
dmynds iaw, And if we disapprove

of his'conviction auainst the evidence,
it does not follow thut we approvc ol
bis tnmili\; government, Dis mode of
living, or his deporument as a hasband
and father, They are totally differeut
thinga, and we do not presume to ap-
playd or condemn purely private and
domestic affairs which concern only
the parties themselves. Wa condemn
what appears to be a palpable and

public wrong, and that ls the epd
as well as the object of our criti-
cisms.
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A STRIKING ARGUMENT.

OXE of the most striking arguments
that bas been advanced fn‘ifavor of
probibition, is embodled in a state-
ment mede by a correspondent in Iowa
to the New York Evening] Post. He
furnisbes the report of a meeting in
that State at which scventy sheriffs
were present, who urammonsly agreed
that since the passage of the [prohibi-
tion law, court bnsiness hasjdecreased
in Jowa &0 per ceat, ailthough tbe law
bas not been thoroughly enforccd in
8Several pluces.

A8 neolaw is fullygand completely
entorced, aod crimes are ‘committed
agalustevery legislative enaciment, 1t
15 no argusaent against prohibition
that it does not iully prohibit. And if
in lowa it has the effect of rcducing by
ope hulf the crimes which follow in-
temperance, there 18 evidence beyond
doubt that most exccllent,results do
accrue from prohibitien.

language of the law or uwuy inference |

In Rhode Island the system bnslschemers located in this citv—have but | tendency to purify the atmospherc or

diminishiug of crime. But the beltief
is prowiog that the vvils of the liquor

b(y sny one retsiniog in his bosom a |traflic are of such & nature aud magzol-
slo

tude that lezislation, thouch it may not

mutn. Prehibition i3 a live is3ueof
the-times.

DON'T YOU DO IT.

CaLIFOKNLA 13 Sundergolng another
siege of excltemeut over speculatious
fu mining stocks. The resnlt will be

|

of « moltitude., Thege tides of spccn-

sands strunded on the shores of ais- |
appointment npd distress. Stock;
xambjing—for it is nothing less, bas 4
most peruicious efect on all whe en-
zage init. Occaslopally In Califoruia
it becomes s kind of mauia, Pcopleof |
ali classes, professions aud conditions

rush into the whirlpool. and most of
thetm are seriously fujured, while many
go down to the depths ot destruction. !

When once the temptation to secure |
wealth without work, and by some!
sudden expected turn of the wheeld-of |
fortuse, seizes hoid of a man or wo- |
man, it 4suslly untits the [ndividual
for Jegitimate busisess. Urdinary oc-
cupatlons are negtected. Bxcitement,
suspense, violent fluctustious of feel-
ing, sudden successes Or Teverses,. su-
erinduce un uuhealthy coundition of

ody aud miod, stioulints are
resorted to, associalion with
spendthrifts. ensues, habits of

1dlcuess sre formed, auticipated galus
make an excuse for relazation of
energy, and the resnlts are disastrous
to those wno fall into the rushiog
| slream and indirect)y to the whole
comiuaity.

Igrejudice

latlon cbb and flow and leave thou- |

{of the world’s bistory.

against the Lutbter-day
ajuts und force the administration to

sbape its course accordingly towards|

the majority of the people of Utah.
There are u number of tngredients

But Mr. Dickson cialmed, as re- l be able to work a perlect cure, cap and | which are likely to go agaiost|
orted, that the object of the|oughtto be broughtto bearto bring |the schemec. Onc of these
aw s '"to break up aud destroy | these evils down to their Jowest mint- | lies in the fuct that while the adminis- | through the timber,

tratlon is Democratic, the G. A. 1X. 18,
48 a whole, ultra-Rcpublican, and,

yOUL COITES-
poudent witl be compeiled tu tuke up
his retreat with the brgak of day.
“apizls, birds, aud insects, even.
to the vivacious Texas moesquilo, are
leavipg the velchborbood ot this awtul
display of nature'’s tireworks. Horses
cattle, hogs, und dogs ure lylug de_u.&
suffocated with
the sulpburous gases that seem to be
oozing from the ground. The groand

thercfore, unpalterably juimical tothe|is $0 intensely heated for ten miles

nsliouz! powers that be.

in the old proverb: **If you know what | and oll the timber §s dying.
{our elemy wants you to do, doa't do | ture of desolution un:

t."" Perhups the ides will trike the
sdministrution.

Apother point in the same connectlon,
is that a large proportion of influen-

the enrichmentof a feww and the roin|tial members of the G. A. K. urc not|is painful.

in harmony with the crusade. Those
belopygliog to that sensible class look
01 1t 43 eutirely outside the provioce
of the organization, anid refuse to
counteuance proposed anti-**dMormon®’
wBsaults to subserve pelitical ends,

it i —————

AN ALLEGED HORROR-IN-
SPIRING FREAK OF
NATURE.

A RECENT issue of the Chicage Daily
News contaipned the following letter
from o sparsely-populated portion of
Texus., The statements appear to be
almost too, extreordinsly for belief;
ot.herwlseﬁ;e letter bias all the appear-
auceof bfing authentic, and is ac-
cepted and pnolished by our Chi-
cago cotemporary as of that charac-
R

“The greatest excltement prevuils
hgre. Nothing is tulked or thought of
but mature’s great convulsion last
night, At a point seven wiles south-
enst of this littie country postoffice oc-
curred Iast night one of the strangest
fresks of nature recwrded in the apuoels
Attne ubove-

| Speculatiou in stocks s not viewed | mentioned poiot is the coafluence of

Igreen cloth for cash, brcause it is un-
der the ban of theJuw. But it is gawn- |
bling all the same, und is entered futo
with the samne »spirit, and produces
similar bauetul effects. There i3 ax
|much trickery aboul it, too, and the
joba thut ure put up to fleece the un-

suspecting are as viclous, dis-
houest and swindling 1o their
character us cheating at cards
or fleecing # with  loaded dice

An advertiscment which appears o
thns as well as other papers, says:
““Now is the Time to Speculate,”
and goes on to tell where and how to
make woney by that tnethod. We gay
to our readers, now is not the lime to
specilate In upy such fashion. The
9oducement thus beld out is fallacious
aod fraught with evil. Do pot be
tempted by any baits of that kind
thrown oul to catch gudgeons. The
firm that traupsacts such business may
be respeciable after the fashion of the
world, uod do business on u strictly
legal basis; that 1s 1o Bay, 8o as the
la w canuot touch thein, Buttbe whole
thing is a snare; und those who are en-
taugled io it are not wise.

Wa warno ull people avalostit, and
advise everybody against speculating
in stocks, east or west, &s an uou-
heaithy, unsatisfactory, toolish und
dupgerous undertakiog, thut annually
counts thousands of victims who are
swallowed up in the depths of ruln and
despair. When ron ure iovited lo
take risks of this kind, don't you do it.

FIELD-MARSHAL FIELD.

IT appears that resolutions passed by
local posts of the G. A. L., endorsing
Kate Field 23 an anti-"Mormon"lec-[
tarer, have been cencurred in by the
leading officers of the nationsl organi-
zation—inciuding L. G. Fairchild,
Commander-io-Chiel. For the time
being, theretore, the bltter spirited
little woman will lecture under the
auspices of the G. A.Rs Bhe has
practically been elected ‘‘Field-
Marshal" in thc Grand Army
onslaught npon the poor '*Mormons.™

This mevement seems to be in uni-
ron witn the patriotic statrment of the
Rev oL, Dusning, who was one of the
aFeakers ut the local anti-**Mormon"’
ulleged camp -fires in the skating rink: in
this city, last August. In denouncing
what ~ he falsely claimed to
be ‘‘Mormon'’ noo-zppreciation
of the tender BeX, he ex-
clalmed, with ayperboiic fervor,
“We muarched our wivesanddaughters
from the depot ahead of us to show
how much we thought of them.”

This movement on the part of some
of the representative men of the G, A,
R.i8 not what might be called 4 stal-
| wart one. 1t may, however, be quite
| appropriate for them to be thus rep-

a bounded duty. The gratification of | jp the same light as playing on the|two crecks—Post Oak and Chumbers—

the latter quite an important streaw,
and whatiwould be called 4 river in the
New Epgland Stutes, Here 18 located
the cause of the terror snd excilerient
that have got hold of \bhe people, . An
inmense npbeaval has occurred atflal
polat, cansing # rent in the earth
that is horrifying 1o look upon.
The topography of the country before
1his agonlzing kick of old” Mother
Earth was almost a dead level. It is
one vast creek bottom, covered with
dense timber, or was such betore this
occurrence, To-day uyawning chasm,
fifteen miles Iong and more than teen
Luadred fees broad, starcs one in the
fuce who has the courage to look at it.
A dewse cloud of black. sulphnroas
smwoke rises slowly from its rumbling
mouth. Iwiense heatl prevails at a dis-
tance of balf a mile on efther side of
this vast and terrible crater, and, to
udd to its awflul grundeur, it intersects
Chambers creek just below its uunion
with Post Nak, thus forming quite a
large body of water, that plunges
oty this boitomless chasm
with o jar and a thoodering
tone that can be telt snd heard for ¢

! mlles, Theoearest telegraphic station

to thus point is Corsicana, 30 miles
asway. The people in this heighbor-
hood are a thrifty thouuh lliterate

class of planters, They are naturally
superstitious, und this wonderful phe-
nomenon has just rao them wild, They
spend their entire time praying uod
sinxing. They have abandoned their
ttelds to prepare ror the awiful doom,
ad they supposc, in store for them.
They neither eat nor sieep,only as thay
are cxhausted, A portion of the time
to-duy & strong east wind hus becn
blowing, driving the beat to the west
side of the opening, s0 that your cor-
respondent could approach sufficiently
close to exawmine partially the inward
appearance of the jaws of hell. No
lapguayre, however awful or clogucnt,
couid appredch even a falnt picture of
80 yrana yet so fearfnl a scene.

*‘Imagine a fiery opening 1n Lhe earth
fifteen miles long and 1,500 feet wide
belching forth great clouds of black
sulphurous smoke, from begeath from
wkich jcome the deep muiterings of
subtcrraneous thunders whose voices
speak only tbrough the open mouth of
hell, then may you form but & slizht
jdea of this scene.  As the wind moves
the huge volume of smoke aside it re-
veals huge monsters of every hideous
and conceivible shape writhing and
twisting in the molten wass bepeath.
Sounds and murmyrs like homao
voices in the awiulest agonies seem to
come from right under your feet as
you stand on tne brink of thig horrible
chasm. Various theories bhave been
advanced by experts and old women 18
to the meaning of gl! this nnrest of old
Mother Farth, There is no doubt ln
th= mind otgour correspondent that it
i3 associated with ihe recent earth-
guakes at Charlestou, 5. C.

*What the resuit may be belore pa-
ture resumes her equilibrium in this

iresented. It is not hkely * to
improve the quality of the plat-
form tittle-tattle of the lttle

fewnale busy-body und will Dot cause
};eople to be any more eaver than
ormerly to rosh with their halr
streanming in the wind to get a front
seat io order Lo inhale her exaxgenitive
and flatulent utterauces. Her vapor-
ings on 1the “‘Mormon’ question are
getting  pretty threadbare, and neo
kind of upplication of beuazluc and
brushing by the G. A. It. can give them
the gloss of {reshness.

Such steps as the one in point—the
outzgrowth of the anti-*Mormon™
(eplurge Inaugarated by the poiltical

section is hard to tell. It busalreidy
resulted in the desiruction of 25 fine
ranches, 700 head of stock, 13 dwell-
tng houases, und about 3,000 acresof
fine timber have been swallowed up.
The loss of humun life amid the pres-
eat excitement 8 impossible 10 ascer-
tuin, but is sugpose to be frightfol.
People are gathering up their effects
and fleeing ifom the conntry in wuozons
or horsebuck, io wheecibarrowe, and
ou foot. {reut sufferjug aud destitu-
tion wust follew in the wake of snch
wholesale destruction of lfe and pro-
perty, - The atmeosphere for 20 milcs
around has an intense sulphurouns
amell. Unless to-morrow’s sun has a

Here comes ' around that every liviug spear of gruss

The pic-
woe is Iright-
ful even to coatemplate, but imagine
what 1t is t0 oue ig the midst oi al
this lonelipess. Aside from the rumb-
liug noise bensath your feet the slienee

1 send this communicatien by
borsebiack mall tu the neurest ruliroad
poiat, thirty-five mlles away, and will
write you wore fully when my bruiu
and perves ret steadier and I getout of
this infernal region.™

WHEREKIN LIES THE DIFFER-
ENCH.

A FeperaL JUDGE i3 reported ta have
expressed his inability to noderstand
why a *Mormon" defeudant Iba case
of nnlawful cobabitation, who claims
to bave Hved according to the Ed-
mands law in the past, cannot consci-
entiously promisc to obey it in the fu-
titre and thos =scape its peunlties. As
this 18, no doubt, a matter of misun-
derstunding with many, we offer sowme:
remurks which may help to clear np the:
confusion of miod .with which they
appear to be troubled.

There 18 u wide distinction between:
obeying the Edmunds luw as jt stunds.
0D ihe statute books of the natlon, nud
Eron{lslug 1o subluit to it a8 construed

y the courts. We will pass by. the.
question of its unsettled mexuing
which has been changed 50 mauy times:
thut it bas been ngted for its chatnele-
oulike and kaleldoscopic chuaracter,.
and udibit for the suke of urpument,,
4lthough it by DO IDeADs appears 43 u.
fact, thut the latest or pewest con-
struction is perinanent. ‘Then let ust
sve the differelce between llving ac-
cording to the law us It wus enucted,.
and bowing to the law as construed by’
the conlts. .

The law provides penalties against
Heopabiiiog with more 1han one wolbn-

an.” Cohubit meuns, tw live with..
Tuaking one part of the stutute with:
another, it nuy be claimcd that in this.
law it means to live with more tham
| one woman as wlives, althongh the law:
Goes uot 88y 80. Mot supposing the:
words *'as wives'! mauy be inferred, or:
that they were actuully inserted in the:
statute, The offvnse would be incom-

lete if the person uccused of violat--
a¢ the Jaw hed not, sioce its passage,,
aclually dwelt with more than ous.
woiman as his wives,

With tbis understandiog, then, sop-
pose & “*Mormou"’ with two or more:
wives makes 2o arranpgement with hbis.
famijly which is salislictOory to them,
thst while the Jaw remaius as at present.
he will make bis home with but ones
wife, and chat bis ussociations with the:
rest of s fumilly snali be only sgch as.
are DEC@SSATY Lo provide tor their ae--
cessities, look siter the wellare of his:
children znd render such ald
48 humanity aud bonor aemasand.
That his aciual marital io-
timacy, soch s bad  existed:
betore, thereupon ceused with all ex-
cept the one wile agreed upon. That
the visits which from tuat time he
wade to the other portions of his-
fumily were only such as mipght be paidl
to a0y individual needing sympathy or
assistance, aod :nvolviug no actusl co—
babltation, that is, dwelling with,.
either as a wite or otherwise, Wonld
not thak be Living within the law, as it
is writien and with those words added
which, as claimed, may be iniurre(ﬁ
frotn the context? We say that it
wonld, Common sense says s0. And
only strained, perverted, unusual and
absurd constiractions of the law coufd
pretend otherwlse,

And this is what a numbcr of 1nen
who have been scot to prison for un-
lawinl cohapitation yuderstood to be
tbe weaning of the luw, and what they
actuilly governed their liviag by. In
some cuses Lthe wife baviay young chil-
dren to care for wus selecte(f&s the one
woman to Jive with. In othersthe
legal wife, Irrespective of such conrid-
erations, hbecame the only one eohabit-
ed with. But this appears to make
no difference in the construction
of this conduct by the courts, The ac-
cused is condemned if It Is made to
appear that be has treated a ploral
wile with as much courtesy or kind--
ness as might, with the utmost pro-
priety, be shown toe the greatest
stranger. If the defendant has visited
ber when sick, called to enqnire ufter
the condition of bis aud her children,.
accompunied her to a religlous meet--
in: of to 4 place of amusement, sut
down at the samc iuable to eat fn
any place, or met. her with no
mote privacy or indication
of dwelllng with than f she
was 4 casual acquaintance either
of these uzets, innocent in pature, ia
claimed as proof of cohabitation, and
juries ure calted upon, with vebhement
declarations as to itheir duty, to con-
vict a defendant who adwnits or is
stiown to have committed the harmless
act.

One of the wide distinctions between
living the law as it stunds, aud obeying
itas construed by the courts, then,

may be seen at a glance by aoy ong:



