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band a farm sltoaled in wbat is
now the very heart of the city of New
York. Wben Lbe Britieh Look New
Netnerlandes in 1664 they took pueese-
slon of thie properity, which became
known as the *King’s Farm,?” and in
1705 tne tract wae granted to TriniLy
ohurch by the crown. AL is under-
stood tbut Anpeke Jape lefL nlue
ehildreo, and if these apnd thelr pos-
terily sl all mainlained Lhe record of
their sturuy auvcestry, sl Lthe ordinary
rate of inoresse tbe number of descend-
ants would amount Lo several millions
ot persons st tbe pressnt Lime. One of
the descendani® hae calculated Lbat
Lhe property divided among Lbhe beirs
would oow smounxt to sboul §1,000
eaoh.

There ls sbout s much cbence of
getling anything t(sogible out of the
claim s8 there s of petling a slice of
the moon; yel year sfter year Lhe so0-
called beirs get togetber in conven-
tions, report progress, llalen lo sug-
gestions, raise a litlle more woney
with which to psy lawyers, and go
back bome solidly enjoylug toe
proepect ot wealtb when justice sball
be doue and Trinity cbuich be cow-
pelled 10 diagorge.

BISMARCK 1N A NEW ROLE.

That Germany’s ‘‘iron chancellor,’
whoonce wes [aponsamong other fesle
for his crusbiog opposilion Lo clerical
sggressivences In  the Falberiand,

sbould become an object of worship,
and that,too, hefore belng removed (fom
this earth, 8 more Lhan his wartuest
frieuds ever could bave hoped for.
But this kas bappened if tbe Juurps!
des Debats 18 to be relled upon in a
matter touching one who Is no lavorite
In France. The papersayethattberels
jn Brezil oy Lhe river Parana a (rHbe
ot Iuwinaoe convetted to Chbristiac-

iLy by Spsnish missicoaries. Theee
beve given Lbeit convells fome
kpowiedge of European coubiries,

thelr arr, goveromenls and unistory,
The Indiape were particulacly lm-
pless=d by tbe bistoty of (Hermany and
the characier- of Bismarck, snd Ip
order to g1ve expression to Lbeir fesel-
loge of aamirstion, tbey declded Lo
inciude bim smong the Hst ot esainte
tney had been Laughbt to revarence. So
one dsy Lhey bad a nalive &rList paint
what he might conceive Lo be the iike-
pwes of lhe greal stalesmun, &ud Lbie
work of arl wes placed in s little chapel
lbey bad erected, As soon ar Lhe
‘miseluonries became aware 0f Lhe un-
-expocted result of thesr efforie st
tetching Buropesan blstory Lo fndlans
thoy were tbunderstfuck snd remon-
.sLrsled, but 10 no purpose. The coo-
verled redskins could DOt see WhYy
Bismarck wae not entitled Lo sa much
ponot as the salots of the misslonsriee,
apd the result ia tbat “8t. Blemarck®
ls pow frequepily supplicated for
temp:tal AOY spirivusl fuvors by thoee
ABraz:l ap couverts.

N

LITTLE RHODY’S LESSON.

An old tlme martiage law of the
/state of Rhode Isiand, woich went in.
1o ofticial cifect eome eeVenly years
ago but fei] into dJesuetude & couple of

as Lo tbe regisiration of ministers su-
vborjzed Lo eolemnize Lhe marriage
cerepnony. As & resuit of the faliure Lo
comply with Lhese provislopg, it Lranes.
pires that tbere bss not been a legal
watrisge lo the slute tor well nigh firty
years.

Of coutse there w!ll be no great diffi-
ocuily in securing s remedy for Lhe
teohnicality—an sct of the jegislature
validaling all such ceremonies can no
doubL be paseed withoul opposltion,
But the fact remalns thal Lbere bus
beon gross carelessness In tbhe sludy ol
Lhe statutes by those who operale umn-
Jder them—or the poinl noted would
pot haive pgone hall a osplury ut-
discovered. IL ia 8 werning against
tue practice of lesving 8Dy law
upvn Lhegstalute books unenforceu;
6Vely enactment which hes served iig
purpose, or is unDecessaly, of is found
imptracticable of enforcement, oughl Lo
berepealed and wiped oft the iegis-
lative page. IL 1sa also a suggesllon
lhatlbe menia for making Dew laws
which ssemsa i0 possess every legie-
lature and wnlch itbe membuers appeat
Lo regard ae their whole duty, is only
oue part ol the business for whioh they
are pald. If it were lhe rule 1ihat
aboutl one legislature in three shoulu
be debatred (rom any new legisiatlop
whatever, and restricted to tbe labor ol
clearing oft obsolete, uecless aud bad
laws snd making a few cbanogee in
existing stalutee which eXperience
bad shown t¢ be mneceseary, the books
wotld Dot be so thick and puzziing,the
law-sbiding spirii. would be stimuiated
becauss ordinary people could under-
sland what the Jaws were, and there
would be fewer blunders, apomalies
and rank absurdities for stiorpeys tu
have tun with and looocent pecple Lo
ctuffer from.

MUIUsL IMPRBOVEMEND! LEAGUE.
We ate pleased to kpow Lballn re.

sponie to a very geoeral demand oo
tbe part of the yvung people of this
city, un orgavizailon bas been crealed,
haviog iu view Lbesystemalle develop-
ment of ita membere, pbyeloally, men-
tally spd moeslly. Io the hurry and
close competition of modern business

and profesgiopal life, men are
prone Lo aeglect self-development,
trustlng to thelr innate pbyeles),
ments) spd moral strength, upaug-
mented by proper Lrsining. Too

frequently the result is a complele col-
Japte of body, brain or aoul, ususlly
coming too Jsle in life 10 adwil of re.
cupetsation, but so early as lo eulsl)
jamentable josa of effort. In the bope-
fulneea and activlty of youtb, men and
women draw Loo mncn oo future
eneray, with persona) bapkruptcy re-
sultiug as surely as fnanpcial failore
from tbe abuse of oredit, The sooner
tbis tengency is checked snd propet
attention given to Lhe storing of envrgy
for tulnre needs, Lhe better.

This is the object of the
Mutual Improvement League. A
man may CELLY L] from lhe

strain and Worry of business or profee.
slon apd spent a few boursont of esch
weskly ore bundred snd sixty-eight
in body-building exercises in the gym-
papium, under competent instructors,
in menlal culture in the reading room,
with Lbe gnidance ot & cultured llbra-

.geca.es later, made cerinin provisiovs

risp, or in lislening (o the jeclures on

mental and motal themea given under
the auaploes of Lhe Lasgue. WiLh the
growlth of babite Lbus contracted the
strengtb snd cbaracter of this and
succeeding generations will be apsured,
The wlsdom of Lbis orgsnization fs
beyond question, and the NEWS
wisbes 1L sbundant Buccese. i

UNFORTUNATE FRIENDSHID.

If tbe apcient pbllosopber bad bad
lime to smplify bis loogiog, when be
exclsimed ¢*Ob, thal mine epemy
would write a book!” be would prob-
ably beve added, as tbe next besl
thing, “Or thal somebody else would
write 8 book about him.*?

The suggestion ougbt to have oc-
curred to Governor DMoKinpley, ex-
e¢xecutive of Oblo, und one of the mosk
prominent candidales for the Repob-
Heoan comipstion for the Presidency ip

B, Louis next summer. Hig *‘Life”
hss just been published by Robers
P. Porter, now of Lbhe (ieve-

land World, and formerly of the New
York Prese and of the Elevenlb
United States cepsur. The book is four
hundred pages in Lbickness, snd from
all reporie ia wot only bundsomely
printed and plotured, but also ably
written; which "!atter in historiea and
especially in blographies 1s a quslifica-
tion not oo often mel with.

With all thie, however, many of
Major McKinley’s best friendas regard
tbe volume with cenaternsation, and
many of hia oppunents with gorres-
poouing glee, Blographles bhave not
generally proved good csmpalgn ma-
terial In the bistory of Awerjican poll-
Lice, Ae evential s career snd a8
splendidiy interesting 8 wotk as thatofl
James G. Biaine J1d pot win for the
while-plumed knigblL tbat which he
hoped fot; while Mr. Bberman’s recent
* Recolleclions?? bave pal him
quile beyoud the puale of [(urther
political advuncement. It 18 Lo be ex-
pected that Mr. Porter has avoided
anyibhing lo bis write-up of McKiniey
which can give oftense to ofher leanders
of the psrty, apnd yet if it has any
meerit or value =at all iL cao scarcely
bave avolded cempurisons Lbat are in-
vidious and prajee or efrlcture thatis
unpalatable.

Mureover, in the plain common
sense of tbe Americap penple there isa
proper and wholesome dislike Lo
pricted adulalion and gueb over liviog
pecple. In some ibstances Lhe af-
fecticn of vowlse f{rilende amoubte
almosl to Lbe deification of the be-
loved eubject. Booke and gsketches
sbout peuple etill In mortulity are fre-
guentiy et with whbich are simpiy
psugeating in their descriptions and
prajses. The unbappy tendzncy devel-
ope also In other forms, and all of
them, where they affect more than the
immediale coonectiors and moal In-
Limala filende of the person $o be bon-
ored, are in poor taste and of more Lban
doubt ul proptristy.

We think that Mr. Porter In nla Iate
book has Jdone Major MoKinley no
service for which the latler owes him
any gratitude. ‘e do not Lbjnk any
one who s-ssnmes: in place a ilving
friend high upon a pionoacie of exalts-
lion to be gszed upou, eulogized or
fuseed over by the multitude, furnishes
an example dJeserving of encourage-
ment. [o the extremily to which the



