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COREAS BIGGEST SSQUEEZER-

All
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About Mln Yunrf Jun tho Coroan Premier and How Ho

liar Mada His Millions

Tee Itoe Tmilty OffreiitJOur tsitlion SitJItn and Their fraiiJt-

laJfuned Knhrt MwyKilxlf Htttun Mo Will Ol Miamed It Death

Hktt fttttftitn Mw Exfttt and SamiHinf Aleut Me Amtriean

colony in cotta
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Copyrrtstea by roam U C artrur UN

lie MAN who

Iran hid more to ila
with tine oppression
ol Ihe Corean peo-

ple and who was to-

ni Urge extent the
r cause of the rebel

lion li join about
Seoul today with

hundreds of tlot
I lowers He Idea

In a chair seated
on a leopard skin and he has a Ironic

containing cores of rooms lie In taint

to be a milllonaie A few eora ago he
was worth practically nothing lie his
made his Immense fortune by quieting
the people and by his relationship to
the queen Ills name Is Mln Yung Ion

HoIs now about forty years old but he

Is one of the greatest political strikers
illlho world and he Is an adept In Ihe
selling of nfliceu and In getting money

out ol the people A part of his receipts
have gone tu the king but a Urge
amount trio stuck lo his own clothes

li He first showed his efficiency In this
line as governor of Ping Yang n city or
perhaps ijoou Inhabitants which lies

within a hundred miles of Seoul Ithere
lie was nicknamed by lire people as

Stove Mln because he Lund up
ever thing he touched and he Is now

called DuiMha tilt probably fur his

supreme cheek of abscrlbiiif everything
about him Into trio own nirvana I hove

secured a photograph of turn with A lot

of his dancing girls behind him and Iris

ton at iris side IllsI feet rest upon a
leopard skin and he Is by no meant a
bad looking Corcan He has evidently
great organlilng powers and he Iran

brought ollico brokerage down lo a
i Hem

A LAND Or sqUKIZItltt
Cores tike China Is a Und oftquecx

ers Officials who are paid something
like Joo a tar are expected to squeete
about How annually Irom the people
There u no security of property In
Corea and hence nu Incentive fur the
people to accumulate If a malilalll up
money and the magistrates find It out
they tune one of their under slrspptrs
accuse him of some crime IValve wit-

nesses are plenty and they can whip
the man or torture hint until he pays

something lo be let go Sometimes
poor nun are arrested on tacit charges
When tortured theytay they have noth-
Ing and can give nothing The reply

oltenf li 1ou have a rich uncle or a
rich cousin and he must Ipay this
mounLjor you As tu theI official

they mull get their money out of the
people and ifr they pay high pried fir
their olflces they have got oppress
their tuWectl Until within the last tear
or so the magistratest were thawed to
have term of from two to three earn

lire prices of the ofhces were high lly
judicially apportioning their oppresions
once tins lime Ihey could tnuerie enough
to nuke a profit and still let the peuple
live Tire wants of Ihe court and ol the
officials however have Increased within
late yeas The debt to China has eaten
up a great part ol the revenue and Mln
Tung Jun has supplied the dificit by
cutting down the terms for which lire
magistrates are appointed At the tame
time he his not decreased the price ol
their cilice and they have hart to
snueeie all the money they could pus
slbly gett tth people In order to
come out even at the end of nine
months Instead of three years The re
suit Is that In tunic parts of Corea star-
vation practically stares the people In
the face and this was the cause of the
rebellion

Time rebellion was not against line
king but against Ills ofhclaU and had
the king trot foolishly tent Ilib troops
against the rebels he might have

present troubles end thenbetween China and Japan deferred
now TIIY tquxKiKu our

Tliis squecilng which exists anion
the magistrate runs In tact through-
the whole Corean society You remem-
ber the doggerel which runs something
like this

The biggest limos have smaller teas
Upon their tricks to hire em
And throne small IIfas hue other Sean
And so ad Infinllunt

Well the Corean official flea Is of all
alas Irom this great prime minister
Mm Yung Jun down tu1ttthe besot wino
trot along beside jour crab when
go through tthe city of Seoul I had
tune chairbearers to carry me and part
of the time there was a soldier on each
side of us In addition there was

Gen 1al and I doubt not that every-
one of them got Ills percentage out ol
everything I bought I had to have lire
money pud over In my presence to be
sure that It would be paid al all and
when Iak fought a cigar lor me I ven
lure he always received a cigarette at
ils commission on Ihe purchase TheI

Chinaman whokepthouseforMrlowcr
tine electrician to the king with whomI I
stopped gut his percentage on the price
ol every mouthful ol food we ate and of
e crything w e bought could not hire

a horse that the nun who ran behind
It and acted us my groom did not get
his percentage of the hue Such things-

are perfectly leglhmsie In Seoul The
man who keeps the gate of your house
Is given 10 tee cent of the amount of
all purchases mde This of course
comes out til the landlord who Is
charged an additional price II the
percentage IIs not paid the seller will

get no more badness and he will be
Ffljcollcdt by all the gatcmen of lireI

town

The Illlglmate iquetiing Is asful You
hate lo watch all time time for ear some-
one else Is being i heated or oppressed
through you The servants of foreigners
ore not subject to the ordinary Curean
laws and our legation lo Corea found-
not long ago that Ihe keo connected-
with the establishment had been telling
rrtlficates to men afoul Cures Haling
that they were employed by the lega-
tion and Ihey had received Irom one
thousand totwenly thousand taut apiece
fur thee Ilach ol foreign legations
has a number of thru lIao soldiers
which are detailed toil from the service
nl Ihe king and my soldiers ate of this
character An outrageous Instance ol-

squeeilng occurred not Ilog ago in eon
hectiun with tine Ituiilan legation And-

It was carried on a lung lime Ixforn the
Russian minister fouidI It out These
ketot went out Into the country and
found men who were In debt to people
In Seoul They told them that the lion
Kusilan minister hid bought the claims
against them and that They must be
pall with high Interest They put them
In chains sod brought them right to time

legation and kept then In Ihe out
Irousnwhich ore reserved bar the kesos
and which surround every large Corean
establishment Here Ihey whipped them
from time lo time with paddles

They would strip them half naked
suspend them by they elboll and tor
lure threes by touching their hate legs
with redhot pokers Now and then they
wouldI let them out In the yard and if
the minister came In sight would warn
then that they had better be quiet for
ho was a dangerous man and was tl-

leady Inclined
l

to cut theirI heads oil for
their nonpayment of the money Think
of such a thing actually going on Ion
weeks without tire minister knowing It
and I am told that a somewhat similarr
state ol allalu prevailed fur a short lime
in connection with the quarters of one
of the mlsilonailes-

In nnolher case a Itacher Diona of
the government schools found that his
popularity was waning The people Old
nut seem to like him and ha cou d trot
tell whit was the mailer until he found
that his servants hail been Ingrowing
money of the peupiu of the neighbor-
hood and that uu ter compjlslun In hit
name He deletes that one ol tbn
chief odners of the school had n hand
In the uhemr mid U wa only slopped
upon Iris threatening thai inipmitlott
would be reported to the king unletl a
change was immediately made and the
money returned I dpi not buy any-
thing In the Seoul shops unlms I law
the mobry handed over for rAY put
thanes Other Isr my soldiers mightI

say that I had just taken II and lout>

much AllI was a foreigner and tof pats
sumably high rank Ihey would ltort
certain extent have to grin and bear IL
The greatest squecicrs In Corea are tine
Chliice and the Chinese minister
Yuan Ils nipposed to make a grel dean
of money In this way The lnlni
consul at Chemulpo made umtlhing
like liua out ot a squeeze which he
manipulated In some way on the ship-
ments ol rice from Corea just before

line present lroulle and mho wnum of

the oclal and ltovnmDtal lUll lure of

this and ra nne-

to
country or Comet

be honeycombed wiuhcurrupnon and
bribery

toNftY on ROOD

There In nowhere In rho wtrld that
the almlKhty dollar Is worth more In a
man lean It to In Corea lie con uftn
nave his akin by plating the palm of his
enenmy with sliver and persuns see
tented to logging ew ransom their-
punishment with nron y they have In
fact a fixed rate for tins in Corea fen
blows or lire bamboo will be umited on
tine amenl of about 1t JeT

blows
fur Ho and so on p are
Ilees rumen who would not Rive all they
hate ulhe then have their thighs re-
oducd to s Jelly and the bnboo Is A

great persuader At the same time
official are aomelimes punnslned for their
cruelly and llmose who cause the death
or perwnn by turture recrnve too blown

Iud are dismlsned tram pubiic ter
vice lam lold that thepresent dnsatyli-
ma much Ins terrible punuhmenta than
wee Courmun In the POll and that-
wuhinI tie tatt a3o years knee erushing
and brandingI have been alolished and
liners in no tiding all or the notes and
feel or men an was done tn the middle
ogee

STEAMED TO OlATII

Still the punishments are bad enough
I will devote my neat letter to describ-
ing them They are far worse than any-
thing that Is known outside of China
and the w Ivet and families ofr rebels and
criminals even to the third and fourths
generation are Included In tine senten-
ces ol their husbands and ivhers hereI-
nI a curious method shin h I am told
prevails In Seoul of etecuung the lathers
ol rebels It Is almuu necessary to
understand the structure ol a Con
home lo appreciate It The rooms one
treated you know tij fires which ate
built under the hour and the thames of
which run through Hues covering every
tart of the bloom of the rooms Trine
lloors are of brick or mortar and they
are covered with a think white paper
well oiled With a good fire they turn
the rooms Into ovens and small room
soup becomes a furnace II a big firstsI
buili under It Among the lowest dai-
ses

¬

In Cora ate the butchers and It IS

In a butchers house outslle the west
gate of the city that thug lhrrj ol rebels
tie sometimes polwned The poison Is

rued with rice water whichI has been
led overnight in inter that Ils tote
may be Bluer ire officer ol the Itw
tlakes Ihe mm lo this IIOIKJ lHe wears
wooden clog sod shut Cps his feet
Iron tine rd hot llmr 41011 which he
puts the m i tort witrc lie forces him
to drlnV time ioloiied water lllh
back nl lain roan thereIs a great jr 01-

Coroan poltery width holds almuataan-
nuclr eat liogihtMd 1 tin H fillnl with
water After the nfhiUI Iran given i ie-

iMiun lie breaks tins jar ant tuna w IC
dust out upon the bloom If the man
does vat de of the poison ihesrtam
end htMl finish him and the body
It pat loiled belore It IIs taken out II
it rarrletlI through one of the dishonor-
able Rata and cast out of theI city tl
mustI be tell there for a certain time
and then If tin relatloesdo not IAkll
sway lire birds grow fat over Its cbokei
rural

WIbAT roatbcrcot trot IXIICT
These punishmentsi

give you some
Idea ol time horrors which are bound to
attend any protracted war in this part of
the world The Japanese will carry on
their struggle on western methods but
the Coreans and the Chinese will iloI at

hey hare done In the past aid woe te-
to the ptisuiers wo tall Into their
hands During me war UUen Ihe
Chinese and hngllsh about generation
ago the foreign prisoners were carved
about in Iron cages andl I reel an Ing
luh consul at Canton a few years sieve
who had hisI whlskeit pulled out one at
a lime while he was being shown as a
curiosityI to the people In an Iron pen
the roof of which was to low that he
could neither sit nor stand within It
This man said at tine time Ihat China
should give up a life fur every hair he
lot from his beard and Ms position I
am told was uch that he was table tu
carry out his threat the father ol the
present king who Is now at the head of
the eovernmcnt murdered the Trench
missionaries and the Corean Christians
In the most barbarous ol ways The
heads ol tome of them were cut oTand
their topknots being lied together they
were hung high on poles like to many
unions The bodiesi of line dead were
brought to Seoul IIn straw Lags and
were cast on ithe ground outside the
southeast gate Hucli things are hardly
possible today The Corean are strait
ol the foreigners and the ofliclals have
too much sense to allow the people to
massacre them Mill this was only a
few years ago and when war commies In
at tine door common tense flies out at
time window

TUB AUEXICAN COLONY lire COR HA

And this brings mo to the American
colony In Cares Some of the best men
that the Unitedl States has ever pro
shored Ira now laboring there Ir II
N Allen the secretary ol the American
legation will go down lobo historyt at-
one of tinet greatestI of our didlomats-
He has done nitre for Corea than any
man ever connected with the United
Slabs legation and If our diplomatic
service was organlied on any other than
a political basis he would today be the
American minuter to Corea He has
lilt wife and his children two bright
boys with him and his house Is Inside
the legation compound Hei cornet front
Ohio and he U thoroughly an able man
In every respect He practically saved
the hie ol one of the princes of tine
royal family and his value to America
and Europe Is Inestimable The Amerl-
can minister Mr Sill hat been In Cores
only n short lime will write mom
concerning into In a tutors letter IHe
has ben u nroletwr and an educator oil
his lifel f ami he Is a cultured gentleman
lie comes from Mlchlcan and was ap
olnled largely through the Inllucnce of
Uon Dickinson IHe Is a man of no ex
paifnco In diplomatic lifi but he u
well likes and he Is making a very Rood
minister There Is only one Anifrlcan
trim In Comma andl thla Is that of Mone-
K lwnscnd which bus IM chine home

t the port uf Lllemiip James

Corea

ilotsr the senior partner lives In New
York Its has 111Int some ear In

sort Japut and hoia vcryuulc
man WIf ftmniend lllc other mem-
ber off the firm IIs a writ educated that
Ionian who duce a Itig business In ship-
ping alt torts uf things nut of the coun-
try and In Importing tJppllet for tine
king the court and line people

Till IIIMIOVAtlM
a The missionary butte hi Cores IsI
largo and It has done a great deal of
good work I dunt believe there are
more earnest strive and Intelligent
mlslonule anywhere than you will
brad In this county Thy Imo a
itronI hold the people and heyI
are thoroughlyf I respected by tho king
The headquarters of lira minium are
In Seoul The work IIschletly done by
the Iresbyierlans and MelhodUtt as tar

ai the Amr scone are concerned The
ituch Cathodes Inane large force at
wtk ail at rue peg r In
klto

l there Is

a mlon of tire Church of lnk
rand winch n1I idol managed from

Lundon The American rrrsblerUn-
mlHkm cun lsJ of something like
twenty people and Ihe moil uf the
Hie nilsslonaiU are woe and fain

lies The Methodist mission IIs equally
ai large and both have honillali and
schooli I ne Loietn College under
the Methodist CpKopal mission IIs In

lie marge ol Ihe Rev II Gi Appen
teller mono Is also tr osurer of time

mitslun and not ethient nun I

spent rome time mantat hint at his home
in voul and I can certify that ho IIs

tlumvunly well potted upm the coun-

try and that hit
I

organization lIs doing d
great deal of gruel The missionaries
In Seoul live Intldo walled compounds
or yards Their gales are usually
guarded by keepers and In case of
trouble like ono present the a walls
would be a slight protection from a
mob

connEct WITH TilE KINO

In addition to these there are a num
bcr ol loreljners connected with the
court and line tiny Ocn Wnt McE
Dye was fur years In the employ of tine
late lKhedive of Ih g pt IHelta gradu-
ate of Wet Point and he Is ono of lime

Instructors nod olhcert ul the Corcan
army He has been of great value to
the king during time present rebellion
and In cato there Is protracted war be-

tween Japan and Chill upon Corean
toll Ins brains will lave much to do
with the direction of the struggle I

vitiled hint not lung ago Ills red

I
beard d whoa since
he leftI nil 1JvtUurl hisl form Is as
straightI as when he commanded his
soldiers during the war of the rebellion-
and his eye Is at brigit as it was during
his wondetlutcareert In ILopl Gel
Clarence Grealhonse the lorelgn ad
shier lu the Ling Is a Kentuckian by
birth and a California by adoption
Ho came from California to be consul
general At Yokohama and front there
was called lo Scout as a foreign adviser
to the king nt a ulary of fuouoa year
He has a lime establishmentt here andi

his smother who Is one ul the swrelnt
old ladle out ol Kentucky Is with him
1 lien lucre Is lman l14 Oendre whoI it
also one cl rime vice presidents of the
borne unite hlllI who is connected with
Gen llreathousel us foreign adviser
and Col F J II Nlcnstead wino li m-

ihargo ol the government school fist
but not least among mho Americans
there us n bright ynung Washington
nun named tower who came to Corea-
tu put the electric light plant In the
pallet and who has tin poiltlon of
circtrlclin to the king lHe Is only
tcnlylt year of njr but he hat put
nr line of tut finest electric light plant
list you willlind on line uurer side of
Iho globe and when tine country Is
agUii sellled ho will protnuly tiilldan
electric railroad which It projected front
Seoul to ChemulpoC-

OKKAS IOKMLR MIMSTFH

It IIs ery unfortunate that thU Re-
bellion occurred just at this time und If
tine Chinese see allowed to control
Hairs they will trot the country In a
worse tau than ever The king him
self Is morn progressive than any ol tins
nobles and he Is aniluus to ace ems

Country Improved and his people
bettered It was only a few monlnt
that ho undertook to establish a not nl
venire and lodo this ho called Inns-

aWashington Mr Cha Yun who for
eon was the secretary of Ihe LMCIUII

legation sod WilD acted fur a time as

Corean minter Vo went to Coreavery nthus Htlc at tu his work and he
was doing all hot ultSlo gush modernprogress there when th present rebellTon broke out He 111 one of the
brightest of Ine young r Corean matesI
men sod If lib prominence does nutresult In ha Inning Iris head through lime
Jealousy of those shove him lie will
yet wake li rmelf felt m the utmlnbrn
tlpuof the government I cnlled tpo
him one day at Iris tesldcnce In Seoul
lie liras within a stones throw ol t e
palace and the pallor In which he r
ceitenme was furilslid IIalf In Aim
can and hall In Connn style He ware
a gown of white silk and on ln Inc
was a manycomeied ulacK Iut of br r o
hair net The desk liclote linn w t U
of papers and he was working is h til
as he did at WathlnjlnnI Ho Iran

I
n

told a good far 1rustrlun In the prvv n a
where the retel ion Ihat occurred andI i
Is probably a luckylhim 6 Ion hrs leid
that hlIs using It In Seoul rather tmn in
southern Lore
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Th lQTr k HloClrnd rallroij
In couLctlun wllli til Itlo Grande
Wflrn railway was selclthl ai lire
clllcll loutofor the dtltgitrs and their
flltnilt wlu KO In Denver lo atltiid tho
Inhittlon Congrtst

A special 1ulima fir will leave Bait
Like daturJaj ovenlug Utj Itmbir 111

with the delegate
Tlckeli for tine round Irlf coed

thirty day ISO Call ou Mr I A
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