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IL FWD OF OUR hemisphere
Alighted 1898 by frank G car-

penter
strait of magellan

udee 56 minaln 6555 deg south oct 23
at the tail end of our hemisphere
e lowest continental point of the

L threethre thousand miles nearer
southmouth pole than the foot of the
se peninsula at the end of asia
than a thousand miles below the
of good hope at the bottom of

a with a distance almost equal to
kness of the earth between my

uldd the northern parts of the unit
tatesstates I1 write for my american

I1 am on the steamer in
straitalt of magellan just opposite
ie black rocky walls of cape fro-

ss the southernmost point of south
aricaca rise almost straight upward

s height of 1200 feet and behind
a glistening in the moonlight are
glgkglacialacial snows of mount victoria
feet higher I1 am at the bottom of
greatgrea t andean chain those hills

althehe end of the mighty ridge which
the continents together loaded
coppercoopper silver and gold they crawl
here on their sinuous way toward

f borthh pole they span the equator
droprop their heads at the isthmus ot0

unaa and end only at the arctic
a beyond the gold mines of alaska
the klondike the hills to the

hwardrd are a part of tierra detdei
ML above capt horn and that great
e frozen pyramidal cone which
inongamong them is mount sarmientolento

h pierces the southern sky more
1000 feet above the altitude of

att washington behind and in
of my ship here as black as ink

r the shadows of the hills there
sd to silver by the full moons raysraya

the strait of magellan that salt
river in which moved by the
the great oceans the atlantic

lee pacific rush together and clasp
hands to bear up the commerce of

ridd
strait of magellan makes the

e between the oceans shorter by
1000 miles cape horn is less
couple of hundred miles south

but its waters are always tossed
t lyby terrible storms tonight the
allans are almost as quiet as a mill

and the is steaming as
athlyily through them as the boat

carries away the hero in the
song of D engeln we aareare now

midway betweentween the atlantic
e pacific we entered the strait
vt is known as smyths channel
e desolation island about thirty

from cape pilar which marks its
rn end we could see the two

rivee rocks of the cape as we turned
ke eastward they rise almost pre
anslyly for a distance of 1500 feet

when the air is clear they are in
tor many miles beginning here
ittraightight runs southeast to cape
wd it then turns to the north

widening here and there as it
until it ends at the atlantic be

t cape virgin and cape holy
the channel is miles long

and its width varies from two to awen
ty four miles at times our vessel hashaa
been within a stones throw of the
shore and again in the misty aar where
the channel widened the waters seemed
to almost bound the hohorizon this is so
only in theche eastern parts of the channel
on both sides of which the lands of
PspatagoniaMagonia and tierra del fuego are
low in the west there is little else than
mountains which are now snow dusted
and in many cases loaded with vast
glaciers slowly sliding down them to
the sea below the strait of magellan
there is a vast archipelago of islands
the smaller of which are mountain
peaks rising above the waves and the
largest the island of tierra dledie fuego
the last is bigger than many of our
americastAmeric aft states and it has mountains
and valleys vast forests and extensive
plains which have lately been trans
formed into some of the biggest sheep
farms of the world north of the strait
lies the end of southern patagonia on
the east and on the west a continua-
tion of the archipelago of tierra dildel
fuego these islands ass well as the
strait and almost all of tierra del
fuego belong to chile she has an
area of land herphere which she calls the
territory of the magellan of
square miles halthalS again as large as the
state of new york and almost twice the
area of ohio some of the chilean na-
val vessels are now here engaged in
surveying the channels and harbors
but the greater part of this region is
almost as unknown as it was when
hernando magellan a spanish navi-
gator discovered the strait in 16201520 the
land and the people have been misrep-
resented by passersbypassers by from darwin
down to within recent years and it is
only lately that opportunities have been
offered for careful investigation even
now the savages I1 see here are less
known than the tribes of central africa
and only the coasts of a few of the
islands have been explored the sheep
farmer the gold digger and the govern-
ment vessels are however making
headway and within a few years thisgreat archipelago will be a terra incog-
nito no longer

the generally accepted belief regedregard-
ing southern patagonia and tierra del
fuego is that they are something like
the coasts of greenland or those of the
arctic seas the geographies repre-
sent them as wastes of ice andaad snow
desolate forbiddingforb and terrible to the
traveler for the past four days I1
have been winding in and out of the
channels bong the west coast of lower
patagoniaonla my sailoval has been througha series of scenic panoramasoramas that can-
not be surpassed in the world we en-
tered the archipelago by what lais
knowe as the smyths channel route
about kinles above here and coast-
ed slowly along through onsone chaechaapel
after amtheran until we came into the
strait proper at desolationDeao dation islanddarwin compared the glaciers sanniento in tierraflerra del fuego to frozen
Niagaras the waters along the lower
end of western present com
blinatIons which make yu thinkthick of ahundred lake comos lake genevaa

and dake Lucernes tied together in one
ever widening ever changing river
here are the beautiesbeati fies of the thousand
islands of the st 14lawrencewrence added to
by snowenow capped mountains kissed by
the sun and mighty glaciers sliding
down into masses of dark green vegevee
tationbation here are giant rocks cathedralcathedra
shapedshat ped covered with mossmass risingrifling
straight upward from the water for
1000 feet mountains their heads lookloal
in the clouds dropping almost precipi-
tously into the sea narrow gorges tola
which the steamer must tack this way
andaad that as ittit winds through island to

of green and islands of rock here are
fields of floating leeice through which tajth
boat crashes narrow fjords in which
the black water is feet deep andd
in short such a variety of scenic won
ders of clouds mountain and sea chiithai
I1 doubt whether their like can be found
in the world itif you could take the
most picturesque parts ofcut the andes
the himalayas and the alps could sink
them up to their necks in dark blueblua
water and pull cloud masses down with
them intoinfo the sea and wrap their rug
ged sides far up from the waters edge
with a wonderful mantle of green
which is nowcow brilliant in the sunlight
now frosted snow and now so loaded
with leeice that it lies tomn terracesterracee up
their sides you might have a falak
idea of some of natures wonders in the
magellanoMagel lans

but I1 despair of giving a vivid pic-
ture of ourlour ride through this archipel-
ago it lasted three days and it VMSwa
suchouch a series of wonders that only a

of the gods workedaked by their
own hands could plaint them on thheretina of your imagination all I1 shanshallattempt is to take you with memae
through some few places by tran
script of my notes made upon utieground we start in the bay of coro-
net

coro-
nel our steamer the Ieaurl of theline bound for hamburg viavlthe strait lies in the harbor she IN
a german ship of tonstong lighted
and heated by steam captain behr-mann her commander germanlagermanlaIs andso are all the passengers offofficersleers andcrew we speak germek at theand are in fact a small slice of ger-
many in one of the quietest harbors of01
the coast of chile I1 go to my cabinit is no 12 and tois as good a room asthat of an atlantic liner11 ner the cookinis german the meats are fresh AsA I1go down tobo dinner I1 hear oehe squawk
of a chicken our meats are carried
alive on board so that later onom we shanshall
listen to the baa laging of sheep thegrunting of plo sadand the cackling ofgeese mixed with the crunching of thethaleeice fields asap the steamer makes its waythrough ththeinem before I1 pay the 70
which is my fare to punta arenas onthe strait of magellan I1 ask if tthewill go90 via smyths channel Trtt imis yes the zooms is the 034 nethat takes this route the otht Agoing through the strait ant toVstand the which swsweepe vpup kroog
the west coatcoast frovafrom capeape horn to thothenarrowmarrow dangelusdangerioUg slowalow butquiet landlockedla nd locked waters otof the patarconlan coasteo aaa we bullalmal ht N


