ir). ROOT COM
10 WOOD'S DEFENS

|ustified the Acceptance by the
~General of a Silver Service
From the Jai Alai Co.

HE COVERED  EVERYTHINC.

Wy iven Great Latitwde in Telling
His Story=There Will be
Two Reports.

—
ngton, Dee, 16.-~The senate
oo on military affalrs tonight
: 1ed its investigation of chorges
p ¢ ten, Leonard Wood, filed for
l”," cof preventing his confirme
A major-general,  Secy. Root
1y only witness today, He was
.;n the stand for two and a half hours
at forenoon gesslon and occupled
e ottentlon of the commilttee to-
pighe from 8 @'eloek until 11:20, The
( will meet tomorrow to pre-
pate Its report, It Is understood con-
firmation will be recommended by a
vole Lo 2,
A MINORITY REPORT.
A novity report will bhe made hy
thi wing memberg of the com-
miLte The testimony of Hecy., Root
nructically the only defense that
; n made of Gen, Wood in the
hearin whichh  has extended since
A heginning of the extraordf-
na m of Congress. This testi-
m however, covered the entire
rank vevidence produced ag |l1l‘*l
( Wood and wag  supported in
imeesy with  correspondence
and er data gubsequently tiken

om records at the war department
perfod of Gen, Wood's ad-
a8 governor-general of

'TAKES RESPONSIBILITY

undertook to agsume the
for the orderg is-

secy, Hoot
ponsibility

wd by Geh, Wood affecting the Jju-

cia m In Cuba and concern-

g the concession granted to the Jal

Alal company at Havana, He justi.
the ncceptance by Gen, Wood of

i present of a sliver get from the

Alnl company,
At the forenoon sesgion of the com-
y Root was given every lat.

ng his story of the affairs
nd and refuting the charges
heen made by a number
but at the evening mes-
were ansked by Senator
h confined the secretary
Runcie letter, the Jab Alal
the Rathbone trial, Gen,
Wood's friendship for Bellulvs and
tUon of seniority as a4 means
enizing military service, Many
long were ppinted and |n
SO 5 Were severe  upon Gen,
Wood, but in every case Gen. Wood
{ I a warm defender,
ctary's statement
carefully
Wood.
to ench of

that had

tnessoes,

of 1} (et

setl WHS HAn
prepared des
He made a,
the charges
| been urged g0 far against

onflrmation .and as-
bility for many of the
wgainst  Gen,

and
of  Gen

among others, It ig understood, the
granting of a license to the Jal-Alal,

ADMINISTRATION [N CUBA.

He devated particulnr  attention to
the altack upon the integrity of the
officlal accounts of the Cuban treasury
while under Gen, Wood's adminis-
tration and he wagy prepared, with any
amount of data, to answer to the
charges of loose and faulty nccounting
and auditing, He took oceaslon to say
that the weakness of this charge might
have heen established long ago had the
senate printed the accounts which he
trangmitted to that body last winter
In answer to a resolution,

ROOT'S RESPONSIBILITY,
Secy, toot  was asked especially
about the charge which Maj, tath-
bone made thag ten. Wood had Infly-
enced the courts in the prosecution of
Rathbone and had tampered with the
courts The secretary  explained at
some length the court system in Cuba,
Saying that the court of first instance
was in reality an officer directed to
prosecute and to obtain evidence. He
Was something like a grand jury in
finding evidence, bul was further ems-
powered to go out and obtain evidence,
mingle with the people, procure affidus
Vits und otherwige collect  evidence
against alleged offenders., He eald he
knew what CGen, Wood wag doing in
this matter, and approved {t. The sec
retary sald that in fact he directed that
the progecutlon of the offenders be vig.
orous, and Gen, Waood wag acting In
this matter under orders from the war
department,

NOT A GAMBLING GAME.

The secretary took up the subject of
the Jai Alal company concession and
sald that this wus not a gambling com-
pany, nor was the game pelota, played
under the management of the company,
a gambling game any more than wasn
horse race or a giame of baseball, Men
could bet on the results s upon other
games of skill. e sald that the con-
cession or right of the Jui Alai com -
pany was granted before the Americnn
vceupation, and that the concession for
which Gen. Wood had been eriticiged
was more of an addition to the butlding
of the company, The only question in
regard to this grant was w hether or
not it would e contrary to the Foraker
smendment, The whole Matter wal re.
ferred to the war department by Gen,
Wood,

The gubject was first considered by
Judge Magoon, law officer of the bu-
reau of insular  affalrs, who, after a
most careful review of the case, had
held that the extension did not come
within the Foraker amendment priss
venting the granting of a franchise in
Cuba, The secretary satd he reviewed
Judge Magoon's opinion and came to
the same conclusion, The Authority
granted to the company wasg then ap-
praved by the war department, so that
Gen. Wood in thig matter acted under
the instructions and with the upproval
of the war department,

FROM MAJ. RATHBONI,

The committee received today a com-
munication from Maf. Estes (. Rath-
bone usking that he be called again to
direct attention to a numbeir of things
which he sald the committee had g~
nored, He asked that his several re-
quests for the subpoena of Col. Lebo,
Fourteenth United States cavalry, be
acted upon, He suggested that Col,
Lebo be questioned to bring out the
fact that Gen, Leonard Wood was not
with his command on the first day's
flight at Santiago on July 1, 1898, Re-
(uest also was made that Maj -Gen, S.
B, Bumner be examined on the same
subject,

RATHBONE'S WITNESSES,

Attention was called by Maj. Rath-
hone to the fact that the committee had
been asked geveral times to subpoena
Ma). Orlando Ducker of Havana, N.
Nathan of Denver, Lieut. Brooks, ex.
auditor of Cuba, and W. H, Laucashire,
an ex-auditing officer of Cuba, The
committee Is asked in this statement,
unless (t is satisfied that Gen, Wood
knew the character of the correspond-

Wood, | ent, Bellairs, when he made Bellairs Ws

f(‘lor)ti and recommended that the Asro-
Clated Press retaln him in ita employ,
to call Mr, Cailrns, formerly special
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Our Line is Complete.

Agent under Gen, Biiss in Havitna, Othe | of depositing them wvith (he i TN
er witnesses asked for by Mnuj, Rathe I whether as fees or donations of the uni.
hone were Senator Honnn and SBenator | versity, has appropriated them to hig
Teller, Albert Miller of Canton, O., and j OWNn use,
Corydon A. Rich of Muncie, Ind, and | “He covered this up, eo far as wi
Praneis 1, Leupp, Washington corre= | how kiow, by taking correspon »i >
spondent of the New York Evening | amounts from university funds Ly !
Post. In this connection the committee | charglog them as expenditurex under ol
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He sald he thougnt It uld be $ ) i
e e ar moy H had sper m the ) e
track F S
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ihiy affected when telling  how \ b d
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Standard Sets in all Bindings.
Art Books, Children’s Picture Books.

HOLIDAYS

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

Gift Books,

Kid Body, Dressed,

o Jointed, Novelty Dolls and Bisque Babies.

Magic Lanterns, Mechanical Trains on Track.
Iron. Toys, Steam and Hot Air Enginse, etc.

OPENN EVERY EVENING.
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