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able to the laborers they seem to
have been more anxious for limita-
tion of hours than any rise in wages
in this respect they are of the same
opinion as their fellow craftsmen in
other parts of the world in fact it
seems to be conceded generally that in
this particular industry fewer hoursbourn
are necessary for the well being of
the men eight hours of coal min-
ing is as much as any human being
should with our modern aleas of
humanity be asked to do when
the golden agee itthee googood timeme com-
ing which the poetsto describe shall
arrive nobody will be expected to
overtaxover tax his hands or his brains
but the millennium is not here yet
whether the shortening of the hours
of labor will increase the opportuni-
ties for labor is a question about
which there is some dispute the
unionists have got lord randolph
churchill on their side even if such
men as lord salisbury still profess
to be in the dark

the influenza epidemic still occu-
pies a greatreat share of public attention
throughout europe andaad it is worthy
of note that in 1837 the year of
queen victorias accession a simi-
lar epidemic raged throughout
europe it is said that from
january 1837 the average
numbernumberofof burials in london ex-
ceeded one thousand each day the
churchyards were all bustle and con-
fusion groups of mourners with
corpses were obliged to wait for their
turn till the officiating clergyman
could perform the funeral service
at a meeting of the westminster
medical society dr johnson
stated that the influenza had been
more violent in its character and
universal in its extent than the
cholera epidemic of 1833 from
present appearances we may con-
clude that the eviepidemicdemic is not so
violent as it was fifty three years ago

A great change is taking place in
the lotical feeling of europe I1 1 1

the C nning of 1886 the republice
of prancefrance seemed tottering to its
fall Boulangerism was in the as-
cendancycen dancy and republicans of every
shade of opinion feared the conse-
quencesquen ces today it is different rep-

ublicanism is no longer on the de-
fensive only it wields an influence
in every monarchy of europe the
recent revolution in brazil will
certainly have an influence on all
the latin nations of europe A
pularpopular uprisingup ng inn favoravor of0 a reaurepub-
licic both in spain and portugal
would be a surprise to no one italy
also wishes a larger liberty it is
only the fear of papal supremacy
and the need of a strong central
government that prpreventseventa her from
attempting a federal republic then
would sardinia savoy lombardy
venetiaa tuscanytu andnd naplesya les realize
their politicalpo I1iti I1 dream whilew ile at theth
same time theythey aouwouldid bebe
aerated for mutual protection

As an instance of the change of
political feeling may be noted the
rapid sale of a book of travels which
has lately been translated and re-
published in 1786 sir arthur
young a famous englishman in his
day traveled over Franfrancefranceacei and
wrote a wokbook concerning its condition
and institutions it is this bookboob
which so terribly sets forth the corxcon

of france before the revola
tion that isie now republished and it
is13 with pride that frenchmen point
to the progress they have made ac-
cording to this work paris a cen-
tury ago had I1 narrow dirty streets
without foot pavements and no
well dressed persons could traverse
the streets without injury to their
clothing j what a contrast to
the paris of today with its
sunny boulevards and exquis-
ite gardens the paradise of
good americans and the despair of
patriotic LondolondonersLon donersnerol then there
was no madeleine no arearc
d etolle or rue de lapaix or rue de
rivoli or palace deliseedElysee the
pantheon the louvre and the
luxembourg were not yet fifished
and not one boulevard in ten haahad
an existence but this is not all
in the country the changes are
equally great the traveler of that
day never saw such poverty and
neglect it reminded him of ire-
land the state of the people was
even more dreadful than the desola-
tion of the farms from north to
south from east to west he found

men without proper shoes or
clothes and women crushed by tolltoil
into hideous savsavagesagee 11f suchbuch is the
description given by an english
peer the friend of chann
ing burke and pitt A hund-
red years have passed since then
and what a change the waste
places have disappeared on every
side millions of acres have come
into cultivation by peasant owners
the land overflows with milk and
honey fruits vegetables oil wine
and grain the people as a rule
live in good houses the desolate
land with its nunumerous forests
where formerly the nobility hunted
the foxes and boarsbaars isie now a vast
garden and millions of happy land-
owners rejoice in their homes
what has caused this change it
would perhaps require a long story
the frenchman believes that it
waswai9 the revolution and the estab-
lishmentlishment of the republic

theagthe world moves for all thawthat
were the words of galileo after hisbis
terrible ordeal before the inquisi-
tion and similar words might be
applied to that terribly slow moving
institution known asaa the ottoman
empire its progress is now visible
even with the naked eye during
the last month the sultan has issued
his decree prohibiting the importa-
tion of african slaves into his
dominions the prohibition of the
negro slave trade by turkey is a con-
siderablesiderable atestep towards the final
abolition 0 slavery in the
empire in turkey slavery
teis modified in many ways
A white slave in the harem of a
sultan or a pasha may become her-
self the mother of a future prince or
lord the black slave has no such
chance what was called chattel
slaving in america practically does
not exist there are no auctions no
public sales of mothers torn from
theirheir children nor wives from their
husbands nor is there a traffic in
white women with the negro taint
in their veins these horrible com-
mercial incidents of the institution
of america are unknown in the
east it is not often that we find

turkey setting a goodabood example to the
so balioasnation ofeurope
but the statesmen of prance naymay
note with advantage that according
to the terms of the new decree en-
glish german and american com-
manders are allowed to pearch ves-
sels suspected of carrying slaves
even if they fly the turkish ragflag5e turkish captains aarere allowedlowed
similar privileges in regard to other
Datnationsions to the present time france
denies all nations the right of
search for half a century great
britain and america have been at
work for the suppression of the slave
trade germany and then italy
at length came over to the side
of humanity portugal also has
ranged herself on the side of right
and it now remains for prancefrance to do
her part her explorers have done
good work and her new territories
on ththa congo give her an unques-
tionabletio interest in the matter she
can hardly lag behind now that
turkey has joined the movement
against the curse that still makes
africa the dark continent

another important epoch in the
history of turkey hasban just been
passed A telegram from constanti-
nople announces the fact that track
laying has cOMMecommencedDeed on the
long talked of railway which is
to connect the asiatic shore
of the with the
greatr t cities of asia minor and
syria in a few months it is ex-
pected that the first section between
constantinople or rather
and angora will be completed and
trains will be running up among the
far famed hills of cilicia the na-
tive land of the apostle paul the
completion of the wiwholeole itlinee to
damascus and Bus is only a
question of time and no great time
either for in apispitete of the supposed
stagnation otof everything under the
domindominioniOD of the turk there is a
good deal more commercial
actieactivityity and a greal deal more
pprogress during the last twenty
years than many people are inclined
to believe this railway will tra-
verse the famous range of mount
olympus passing through a region
that was civilized and populous a
thousand years before the ottoman
turks bad made their appearance
on the stage of history the con-
structionst of so important a line is an
undeniable indication of progress in
asia minor and goes far to prove
that even in the asiatic dominions
of the turk the world still moves
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LETTER FROM ENGLAND

since my arrival in england on
the aud2nd of november last I1 hayehave
had the opportunity of noting many
items of interest

that a vast improvement hasbaa
taken place in the general con-
dition of the working classes is be-
yond doubt wages in nearly all
the branches of indindustry are con-
siderablysider ably higher than was the case
when I1 left england twenty eight
years ago the commodious tene-
ments erected show anain evident de-
sire on the part of the owners to
make the occupants comfortable


