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to be found anywhere he related a
1f testteat which had beerbeen applied in this re

gard by a returned elder from the
v southern states he visited numbers

of the people in utah as a preacher of
the gospel but did not disclose hlahis

asaa a mormon in solicitsolicitingting
aid he did not meet with a single re-
fusal president smith related a num-
ber of incidents which had come dundei
his own observation he held that the
sentiment of the latter day saints gen-
erally was to help the poor that wwas
the feeling of every faithful member

7 of the church he showed that there
were very few if any beggars who
had standing in the church the
discourse was devoted to the subject
of charity and the necessity of dis-
couragingcou raging pauperism

the choir sang
on the mountains top appearing

lo10 the sacred herald stands
benediction by elder george B wal-

lace
afternoon session

the choir sang
0 god our help in agesagee past

our hope for years to comercome
our shelter from the stormy blast

and our eternal home
prayer by elder ellaselias H blackburn
singing by the choir

1 beholdbeheld the mountain of the lord
in latter days shall rise

on mountain tops above the hills
and draw the gondringwondring eyes

the following abstracts of reports
were read by president joseph F

j smith
synopsis of primary association re-

ports torfor year ending december
1897

t this report lacks those of four
stakes of zion
no of associations
no of officers 2893
no of members

total
L showing an increase of 2190

1no of regular and other mee-
tingsings held

no of testimonies readings and
other exercises

louie B felt president
lillie T freeze first counselor
josephine R west second counselor
waymay anderson secretary and treas

aurer
synopsis otof sanday school statistical

report for 1897
number of sunday schools

in the organized stakes of zion
in the foreign missions of the

church
total abi

number of schools held during
the year

TOWtotal number ofat pupils males
females
TOWtotal number of officers teach-

ers and missionaries

total
considerably more than one third

of the children attending these schools
are in the primary department includ-
ing ththe kindergarten

in tg
abese stakes of zion the average

number of times school has been held
during the year toIs 45

tibethe most noticeable feature of the
report Is the great increase in schools
endand attendance in the foreign missions
of the church there are in the
southern states mission alone and
more than on the talesisles of the pa-
cific

ELDER GEORGEGEOAGE TEASDALE
0 ofo the quorum of the twelve read

the third chapter of john includ-
ing that portion of it which embodies

f tbthe of the savior to

mus regarding indispensablethe char-
acter of baptism of water and of the
spirit he alsoaleo referredred to the reve-
lations of the same ancient apostle
predicting a departure frontfrom the true
order of the gospel and the restoration
of that divine system of salvation in
the latter times the speaker testified
that such a restoration has occurred
and as in times of old all who em-
braced the truth were offered and en-
titled to an individual testimony that
such a step was approved of god this
was the message of the elders sent into
theth world by the church it was the
word of god to the nations and those
who rejected it were under condem-
nation the church as revealed
in this day through the
instrumentality of the prophet joseph
smith had all the characteristics of
that which the savior established in
his day and time including spiritual
gifts and graces

the speaker next dwelt upon the dis-
astrous results of financial debt he
also spoke upon sound versus super-
ficial education he then drew atten-
tion to the evidences that the commu-
nity of latter day saints was founded
upon a basis by properly building
upon which it was sure to attain to
true greatness in the earth this peo-
ple while realizing their own weakness
were striving to produce the works of
righteousness he exhorted the saints
to fulfill the law of god in relation to
both temporal and spiritual thines and
all would be well and especially ad-
vised his hearers to comply with the
requirement regarding the payment
of tithing

ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH
stated that he endorsed all that had
been read or spoken during the con-
ference all of which had been calcu-
lated to lead to reflection on the good-
ness of god those who had been
called out of babylon and their de-
scendantsants should rejoice in the re-
demptiondemptdemp lontion offered through the gospel
the speaker referred to the want
which had been experienced by the peo-
ple in the past and briefly suggested
the lessons of frugality inculcated
thereby he spoke also of the mis-
sionary work performed by the young
men under the auspices of the M I1 A
and its beneficial effect upon the
young this merely gave an idea of
the possibilities of missionary work
among the covenant people their
testimonies had been received by
many but there was great necessity
that the work should be continued in
order that its effects might be made
more permanent the labors of such
an array of young men as hadbad been
brought to a realization of the re-
sponsibilities resting upon them would
no doubt add great strength to the
work of god and it was to be hoped
that ttheirheir own lives would be enriched
and gladdened by the new light they
had received he trusted that all who
had been aroused to a better knowl-
edge of their obligations would con-
tinue such ministrations until all now
within the pale of gods full favor are
brought to 9a full realization of their
relationship to their father

the speaker referred to the tend-
ency on the part of the latter
day saints to ally them-
selves with the various fratefraternalmal
societies formed outside the church
he thought mutual aid 1societiesIatles could
be formed in the various stakes under
the direction of the members of the
chuoc allaai their profits being kept at
home and their full benefits received
here some care should be bestowed
upon such organizations and the aeao
elation of the latter day saints in
other societies be discouraged

strong commendation was berbeetowed
upon the policy carried out by preel
deladeaf mckinley toin his effort to alcure
peace and the speaker trusted that

everything Doppossiblesible would be done to
prevent the shedding of blood hethought ththatat the prayers of the people
should be offered up in behalf ot thegovernment that peace might be es-
tablished and the dorkofwork ot carrying the
gospel to the nations be uninterrupted
they should not join in thoughtless
cries for waxwar but in faid for the sta-
bility of the principles of liberty sal-
vation and righteousness

at the conclusion of elderelde smith
remarks the great congregation arose
and with the choir sang with deepdeeo
feeling

my country of thee
sweet land of liberty

WILFORD WOO
spoke briefly upon the dramatic eventseventa
connected with the career of the saints
in far west missouri including his
own association and experience with
zions camp he referred to prophecy
of the prophet joseph smith given at
that time to the effect that the latter
day saints then but a handful would
become a great people in the rocky
mountains and that christ would visit
them there they would also fill north
andSouth america and finally the
whole earth president woodruff said
he had no doubt that many of the
children of the saints now living would
live to see the savior when he should
visit his people in this mountain repre
glongion

ELDER FRANCIS M LYMAN
of the quorum of the twelve was thitaft
closing speaker he felt that this waxwas
a great day for israel when the nnu-
cleus and progress odthe work of odd
could be so plainly manifested to the
world to the honor and glory of god
more labor was being performed than
at any time in the past all labors be-
ing crowned with increasing
no time would come when
would be wanting so long asan itlikea
people were in need of u 6
development and purification gained
through such experiences th estab-
lishmentlishment and maintenance of peace
should be encouraged but in case of
difficulties the latter day saints had
always responded willingly to the call
of duty because of their love for theirtheft
country but war was not at all de-
sirablesirable its avoidance should be acaer

possible without dishodishonorpor
war was always terrible and au

should unite in becoming peacemakerakef
who should be called the children OZot
god the of christ re
garding the wars and rumors of warswan
to comecorner and his caution to the saints
not to be troubled thereby were re-
ferred to and all were exhorted to t hebe
ready always for the coming of thehe
son of man this event would not toebe
delayed and the watchwatchmenmen on the
wallswails of zion would be ready to sound
their warning to those within when
trouble affecting them was foreseen

elder lyman referred to40 the gener-
ous treatment accoraccordedded to the elders
in the southern states duduringring hlahig re-
cent visit there and testified with grat-
itude to the change of feeling toward
the latter day saints brought about
by god in response to the predict lots
made by president woodruff atA
the dedication of the tem-
ple

tem-
pie in this city the speaker
tulful testimony of the divinity of the mis-
sion of the servants of god and the
fullness of the gospel and its ability
to meet all requirements of the human
familly the saints could afford to
be generous in their treatment of the
various denominations in the world
and could afford to give them every op00
port unity to present their they
were willing to grant the same
leges to us in conclusion he gavle
valuable advice which would leaolead to
the temporal salvation of usetae WWW
and exhorted all to hebe latter day
saints in every particular i


