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A WINTER SONG.

[Transiated from the German.]

How calmly dost tnou le
In white-robed purity,

Thou sleeping Knrih !
Where are the songs of Spring—
Where Summer's pajnted wing

And Wl her mirih?

No Llpesons wreathe thy hrow;
Thy hiils nnd valleys now
Are blegk and bare;
The little birds are dumb:
The becs no longer ham:
Yet thoa n-t fair!

Thy Loughs aad branches chine
With radinnee divine,
20 pure and bnght
Who hath prepared thy bes,
And decked thy sleeping head
Wilh crowns of l1ght?

The Futher iron above

Thy anowy vesiure wove.
‘I he weary he

Unio his rest doth take,

Untll he bids thewn wike
To ecatacy.

Soon at the apringtime’s birth
Thou shalt arise, o, Earth!
With strengthencd powers.
The Father’s sunlight shed
On thee shall wreathe thy head
Agan with flowers.
ELLeN TEORNEVOROPT FOWLER.

LETTER FROM SWITZERLAND.

The eves of Eurupe are at this
moment resting upon Berlin. On
the fifteenth of March a confer-
enc: will be held there which by
many issupposed to be the funda-
ment of a hew era in politics and
}mlitical economy., To this con-
crence delegates from the various
powers of Europe are invited, and
the object is to discuss the labor
question, with a view of bettering
the conditlons of the laboring
classes as far as practicable.

It was a grand idea which lead to
the fnvitaticn to this conference.
Cardinal Maoning, the great oracle
of the English Romanists, says it is
the grandest idea ever couceived by
the German emperor, and 1 sup-
Ppose the emperor is apnxious to have
all the credit for the initiative. But
©verybody knows thut there is no
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initiative was taken not by the
German em peror, nor by nny other
erowned head, but by the eclear-
' headed, liberty-loving goverument
of republican Bwitzerland. What-
| ever credit is due for the inftintive
| does, therefore, rightly telong o
Bwitzerland, not to Germany.

It is Do secret that the Swiss gov-
eriment some time ago sent an in-
vitation to the various powers, in-
cluding Germauy, asking tham to
send competent delegates to Berne,

perhaje thinking it below their dig-
nity to send delegates to Berne, at
once went to work sending out in
vitations to a confercnce fu Berlin,
to be held in March, and to cover
the same grouund. practically, as the
proposed Bwiss conference. By this
maneuvre the honer of the initi
ative and of the voufereuce itselt
was travsferred from Bwitzerland to
Germany. [t will easily ve per-
ceived that this way of gaining
honors, although very guestionabhle,
is emphatically a German ©ope.

For my own part, I do not believe
the conference will be of much
| practical value, and with the excep-
{tion of those who always are at
{hand to blo « the horn in front of
the modern Nimrods, there are very
few who believe in the solution of
the labor problem at the conference
|in Berlin.

In the first place, that problem Js
oue of these which will have to be
solved ipsome way other than by
words. The troubdes of the laboring
classes have their roots too deep in
the present social conditions of the
{worid, Tnmming off a little here
and a little there will not cleanse
the field from the troublesome weeds
which smother the wheat. There
oeeds to be a thorough ploughing
over of the whole tield, and this
turning the wlole ground upside
down no monarch will ever be
Iwil]iug to accede to, much

less  propose. The Persian
| despot who conveived the
graud idea of bringing the waves
{of the ovean inte submission by
whipging them, and the cretures
which obeyed his orders with re-
gard to that singular proceeling,
because he was a despot, were noth-

in the month of May, for
the pur of diseussing the |
labor ~ problem. The  German
rulers, grasping the idea, and
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be just as eusy to scare the oceam
into obedience by a cat-o’-nine-tails
a8 to subdue the waves of pepular
sentiment by any number of worda,

In the second place, there is too
much jealousy among the powers to
| admit of apy cordial, bina fide con-
sultation alout matters of inter-
national importance. England does
not heritate t2 say that she hag
nothing te learn from Germany,
France openly declares that Ger-
many hag beaten bher both in the
political and the industrial field,
and thatshe now aine st beating her
on he Lattlefield of politieal econe-
my. “The year 1890,?says xix. Sie-
ele, wili be the social Bedan of
France.”> The apparently friemdly
tone of Italy is more a matter of po-
liteness than real confidence in the
success. The soecinl questions of
Italy are not the eame as those of
Germany, amd s couference about
German socl.al difficualties 18 thought
to be of no practical value in [aly.
Now, it may reasonably be aeked,
what practical results can be expected
from a couference the delegales of
which pecessarily mweet with so dif-
ferent. or indiflerent, or even secret-
ly hostile feelinga? None what-
ever,

Then, it i8 1o mere pessimistic din-
position to entertain the fear that
the whole scene is only meant for a
good dramatic entertaimment.

““‘Reforms from above’ have al-
ways had more or less of that char-
acter,  Wild beasts are “‘tamed?? by
firat being sturved and then petted a
iittle, and thore reforms *from
above have more or less of that
iaming method in them. But there
is a great difference between wild
beasts and the laboring masses of
the ninetcenth century. These last
ones have learnt that they are hu.
man beings, and as such are entitled
to live and enjoy some degree of
happiness. They cannot any longer
be tamed by the alternate starving
and petting process.

The programmme f the conference
is the best justification of the eriti-
clsms bestowed upon it. It pro-
poses: 1. To regulate the lalor in the
various mioes, amd to discuss
how far women uand children
can beemployed in work. 2. To re-
gulate Suudsy work;, to say what
can be done on a Bundey, and what
l('an not. 3. To discuss how far

erellit whatever due to him. The|jug but fools. But it would probably | children ¢can be employed in any in-



