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angel that came to john the revela-
tor said to him the testimony of
jesus is the spirit of prophecy 13

then if there are no prophets in
what condition are we today the
savior in order to test his apostles
asked them whom do men say
that I1 the son of man am the
apostles replied that they supposed
him to be some great prophet
risen again then jesus asked
peter whom gayest thou
that I1 am then peter answered
thou art the christ the son of the

living god jesus said bleser art
thou simon baraonaBarjona for flesh and
bloodbathblood hath not revealed this unto thee
but my father which is in heavenlieaven
and I1 say unto thee that thou art
peter and upon this rock will I1
build my church and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it

when phillip went to samaria
many were converted by his preach-
ing but the converts did not receive
the holy ghost when the apostles
at jerusalem heard that the samari
ans had received the gospel two of
their number peter and iohnjohn went
down to samaria they came laid
their handsbands upon the heads of the
persons whom thilphilliplip had convert-
ed and the converts received thedoholyay ghost

if we are without prophets we
have no holy ghost save the con-
science given to each of us for the
holy ghost is the spirit of proph-
ecy

I1 wish to testify to this congrega-
tion that I1 repented of myiny sins and
went down into the waters of babap-
tism for their remission and 1I T0ob-
tained a testimony by which I1
know that jesus is the christ if
any person will take the same
course he can obtain the same
knowledge I1 bear this testimony
not on account of my own merits
but because of the goodness of god

in the days of the savior the
gospel was preached by men who
went forth two by two without
purse or scrip according to the in-
structions of the savior they
were told that they would per-
secutionse and that some would sup-
pose that to kill them would be to
render god service they were told
to let their peace come upon the
house which should receive them
but to shake the dust off their feet
as a testimony against such as
should reject them to those who
should obey the message they bore
spiritual gifts should be given

mormonism as it isis vulgarly
called is the doctrine which christ
and his apostles taught paul said
if any man preach any other goa-
l

gos-
pel1 unto you than that which yearavehave received though he be an
angel from heaven let him be aoac-
cursed 5

he that boeth the things christ
taught is like a wise man who built
upon a rock the rock of revelation

and the storms had no effect upon
his house I1 exhort you my breth-
ren and sistersto be firm and stead-
fast in keeping the commandments
of god and in the resurrectionresurrectson you
will be raised up and receive crowns
of glory and immortal life

the choir sang an anthem
benediction by elder H P rich-

ards

kalapu district conference
the semiannualsemi annual conference of the

district was held at te
rahulkabul kalapu on saturday and
sunday march ath and
for miny jaysdays previous the

saintssainte of had been making
prepreparationsorations by digging potatoes
anand sweet potatoes plucking melons
and greencorngreen corn killing hogs sheep
and beeves baking bread and
gathering cobble stones for the kapa
laorismaoris native ovens everything
was in readiness and when on the
evening of the ath the saints from
the southern portion of the district
arrived they found a hearty wel-
come awaiting them

on saturday at 10 a m the con-
ference convened there were
resentpresent fromfromZionzion president wmwin

of the mission president
E T stevenson of the kalapu dis-
trict and traveling elders J J
jackson and J S bingham about

native saints were in atteattend-
ance

nd
besides many who were not of

our faith among the latter was
the maori chief

the congregation sang the hymn
of the maori hymn book com-

mencing hola 0 te hahl cheka
tika ra Soldsoldierslers of the church
arise etc copningOpening prayer was of-
fered by presidentpresident E T stevenson
and the congrecongregationgalion sang hymn 96
president stevenson stated the ob-
ject of the conference and invoked
the blessings of the lord upon all
who had assembled that their minds
mimightht be prepared for the receptionaniand retention of the truths which
would be spoken and that the good
suedseed that is being sown might take
root in their hearts

the six branches of the district
warewere then reported by their respec-
tive presidents or representative
men the reports were all quite
encouraging and showed a deter-
minationmi nation on the port of the majority
otof the saints to serve the lord

president occupied the
remainder of the time in speaking
of the goodness of god and warnelwarnel
the nations to repent before he
visited them with his judgments
spoke of the blessings of the priest-
hood and of the duties of those who
are called to preside over the church

the meeting closed with singing
and prayer

at p m conference reconre con
after the usual opening ex-

ercises the statistical report of the
district waswaa read chowing a total of

an increase of forty souls with-
in the six months ending january

elder J J johnson spoke on faith
and repentance and made many
scriptural quotations substantia-
ting those principles

president stevenson dwelt upon
the restoration of the gospel and
tetestifiedstifled that those who yield obedi-
ence to the ordinance and principles
which have been revealed will re-
ceive eternal life

several of the native brethren
bore faithful testimony and the
children rendered some songs from
the sunday school union music
book meeting adjourned until
sunday at 10 am

A priesthood meeting was held in
the evening and much valuable in

ructionetst was given by president
among other business

transacted was the closing of the
day school which for the last seven
months has been taught by elder
J 8 bingham when this school
was established there was no gov-
ernment school in but
since that time two other schools
have been established which are in
session ten months in the yearI1

therefore it waswaa thought advisable
to close our school and allow the
children to attend the district
schools

at 10 am on sunday meeting
opened with singing and prayer by
J S bingham president
addressed the congregation heS
said that the elders had been sent
out to warn the world and to call
them to repentance woe unto
those who reject their message
joseph smith has been raised up as
a prophet the gospel has been re-
stored and the church of christ
established preparatory to the resto-
ration of all things

brother anam TekaTeRahakibaki bore hishia
testimony and the meeting ad-
journed till pm

in the afternoon elder bingham
spoke on the first arinelprinciplesles of the
gospel and the remaindermaingerremainderre of the
meeting was occupied by the native
brethren in bearingboating testimony and
speaking of the goodness of god

TesfAtestimonymony meeting was held itin
the evening and twenty eight of the
maori saints availed themselves of
the opportunity of testifying to the
truth of the great latter day work

president then delivered
a powerful address and was fol-
lowed by elder stevenson who gave
much valuable instruction

the conference closed with sing-
ing and prayer by president ste-
venson

the blessings of the lord were
richly enjoyed through the confer
ence and much spiritual food was
given the saints and elders re-
turn to their homes and labors
feeling greatly strengthened and
with a renewed desire to serve the
lord

the work is progressing and not-
withstanding the influence of tbthe
adversary against us we find11 nd an
occasional honest heart that will
accept the gospel and yield obedi-
ence thereto

ever praying for the welfare of
zion and the progress of the king-
domdomhofof god

J S BINGHAM
GISBORNE poverty bay new

zealand march 1889

the honolulu branch confer-
ence

although much has been written
from the sandwich islands but lit
tletie is generally known at home of1
the condition of our mission at the
capital city honolulu some mialids
slonariesnarles do not know on their ar-
rival heie of the existence of a
branch in this vicinity whereasreAls

probably one of the largest branches
of our church outside of the bocky
mountains flourishes here ourJU
semiannualsemi annual conference was held onoil

march and our new churan
was crowded seats were introduceintroduced
into the aisles and entrance room


