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(On "’1;1.{9561_1}', December 3rd, 1567, the
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President’s Message was delivered by him
to the Senate and House of Representatives;
the last words of that Message reached here
by Telegraph, at 8 o’clock, Wednesday
morning, the 4th, and at 9 o¢’clock—one
hour afterwards—we had the whole docu-
ment in print and ready for our ¢ity readers.)
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Speelal to the Deseret Evening News. !

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

FeLLow CITIZENS OF THE BENATE
AND HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:
The continued disorganization of the
Union, to which the President has so
often ealled the attention of Co is
yvet a subject of profound and patriotic
concern. We may, however, find some
relief from that anxiety in the reflection,
that the painful pelifical situation, al-
though before untried by nurﬂeivea,

is not new in the exg:rleneﬁ of nations,
Political science, perhaps as highly per-
fected in our own time and eountry asin
any other, has not yet discl any
means by whieh eivil wars ean be abso-
lutely prevented. An enlightened nation
however, with a wise and beneficent
Constitution of free government, maydi-
minish their frequency and miti
their severity, by ﬂimutin%hnll its pro-
ocedings in accordance with its funda-
mental law, When a ¢ivil war has been
brought to a elose, it is manifestly the
first interest and duty of the State to re-
pair the injuries whieh the war has in-
flicted, and to secure the benefit of the
lessons it teaches as fully and as speedily
as possible,  This duty was, upon the
termination of the rebellion, prum%lg
accepted not only by the Executive De-
artment, but by the insurrectionary
éta.tes themselves, and restoration in the
first moment of peace was believed to be
as easy and cerfain as it was indispensa-
ble. The expectations, however, then
30 reasonably and eonfidently entertaine
ed, were disappointed by legislation from
which I felt eonstrained by my 'obliga-
tions tothe Constitution to withhold my
assent. ’

It is therefore a source of profotind
regret that, in complying with the obli-
gation im upon the 'President by
the Constitution to give to Congress from
time to time information, of
the Union, I am unable to eommunicate
any definite adjustment, satisfae to
the American le, of the questions
which since the elose of the Rebellion
have agitated the publiec mind. On the
contrary, eandor compels me to declare |
that at this time there i no union as
our fathers understood the term, and as
they meant it to be understood by us.
The Union which they established ean
exist only where all the states are repre-
senited in both Houses of Congress,
where one Stafe is as free as another to
regulate its internal coneerns aceordin
to its own will; and where the laws o

the Central Geovernment, strictly eon- |

fined to matters of National jurisdie-
tion, apply with equal foree to all the
people of every section. 'That sueh is
not the present state of the Union isa

 gtate of | The ordinances of secession ado

melancholy  faet;  and we all must

acknowledge that the restoration of the | the Executive

States to their properlegal relations with | have the effect
the Federal Government and with one separating the
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and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and to our posterity. Noth-
ing but implicit obedience to its require-
ments in all parts of the country will
accomplish these great ends. Without
that obedience we can look forward only
to continual outrages upon individual
rights, incessant breaches of the public

eace, national weakness, financial dis-

onor, the total loss of our prosperity,
the g&neral corraption . of mnraf:: and
the final extinction of popular freedom.

Tosave our country from evils so ap-
palling as these we should renew our
efforts again and again, To me the pro-
cess of restoration gseerms perfectly plain
and simple. It consists merely in a
faithful application of the Constitution
and laws. The execution of the law
is not now obstrueted or opposed by
physical force. There is no military or
other necessity, real or pretended, which
can prevent obedience to the Constitu-
tien either North or South, All the
rights and all the obligations of States
and individuals ean be protected and
enforced by means perfeetly eonsistent
with the fundamental law. The courts
may be everywhere open, and if open
their process would be unimpeded.
Crimesagainst the United States can be
rravun or punished by the proper

udicial authority, in & manner entirely
practicable and legal.

There is, therefore, no reason why
the Constitution should not be obeyed,
unless those who exercise its power
have determined that it shall be dis-
regarded and violated.. The mere nak-
ed will of this Government, or of gsome
one or more of its branches, is the only
obstacle that can exist to a perfect Un-
ion of all the States. On this momen-
tous question and some of the measures

rowing out of it, T have had the mis-

rtune to differ from Congressand have |

expressed. mhy conviction without re-
serve, though with beecoming deference
to the opinion of the Legislative De-
pariment. Those convictions are not
only unchanged but strengthened by
subsequent events and further reflec-
tion. The transcendent importance of
the subject will be a sufficient excuse
for ealling your attention to some of
the reasons which have so strongly in-
fluenced my own judgment,

The hope that we may all finally ¢on-
eur In a mode of settlement eonsistent
at once with our true interests and with
our sworna duties tv the Constitution, is
too natural and too just to be eadily re-
linquished. It is clear to my appre-
hension that the States lately in rebel-
lion are still members of the national
When did they cease to bé go?

| pted b

& portion—in mostofthem a very small
portion of their citizens—were mere
nullities. If we admit now that they
were valid and effectual for the purpose
intended ' by their authors, we swee
from under our feet the whole grounds
upon which we justified the war. Were
these Btates afterwards expelled from
the Union by the war? The direct con-
trary was averred by this Government
to be its purpose, and was so under-
stood by all those who gave theirblood
and - treasure to aid in its prosecution.
[t eannot bethat a successful war waged
for the preservation of the Union had
the legal effect of dissolving it. The vie-
tory of the Nation’s arms was not the
disgraceof her poliey; the defeat of seces-
sion on the battle-field was nof the tri-
umph of its lawless prineiple. Nor could
Congress, with or without the consent of
doanything which would
y directly or indirectly, of

States from each other.

Union.

another, according to the terms of the | To dissolve the Union is to repeal the

original compact, would be the greatest | Con
poral blessing whieh God, in His | and
kindest Providence, could bestow upon | long toany

tem

this nation.

It becomes our imperative duty to
consider whether or not it is impossible
to effect this most desirable consumma-
tion. The Union and the Constitution
are inseparable.  As long as
obeyed by all ies the other will be
_ preserved; an
must perish together.
of the Constitution will be followed by
other and still greater calamities.

It was ordained not only
more pe‘.l‘fl-‘:ﬂt union between the Etates,
but to establish justice, insure domestie
tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general welfare,

one is

that is a power which does not be-
epartment of this Govern-
ment, nor to all of thém united. This
is 80 plain that it has been acknowledg-
ed by all branches of the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Executive, my predeees-

sof, as well as myself and all the heads

to form a | of ratification

of all the Departments have uniformly
acted upon the rinciple that the Union

if one is destroyed both | is not only undissolved : J
The destruction | ble. y undissolved, but indissolu

Congress submitted
ok t1ia cogre an amendment

nstitution to be ratified by the
Southern States and accepted thei 11? acts
as a necessary and lawful
exercise of their highest function. If
they were not States, or were States out
of the Union, their consent to a change

stitution’ which helds it together,

=
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| would make the war not only a failure

| where,

| Houses, that the warshould be conduct-

e e T ——

and Vice President, by
claring who shall vote and

would have been nugatory, and Con-| of President
gress in asking committed a political | arbitrarily de
absurdity. wlho shall be excluded from that privi:
The Judiciary has also given the|lege; to dissolve State Legislatures or
solemn sanction of its authority to the | prevent them from assembling,to dismiss
same view of the case. The Judges of | Judges and other Civil functionaries
the Supreme Court have included the | of the State, and appoint others without
Southern States in their Circuits; and | regard to State law; to organize and op-
they are constantly in Banco and else- | erate all the political machinery of the
exercising jurisdietion- which | States: to regulatethe whole administra-
does 'not belong to them, unless those | tion of their domestic and local affairs.
Ntates are States of the Union. If the | according to the mere will nfﬂtmnge'aud
Southern States are component parts of | irresponsible agents sent among them
the Union, the Constitution is the su-| for that purpose. These are powers not
preme law for them as it is for the other | granted to the Federal Government or to
Htates, They are bound to obey it, and | any one of its branches. Not being
80 are we. The right of the Federal | granted, we violate our trust by assum-
(Government, which is clearand unques- | inig them, as palpably as we would by
tionable, to enforce the Constitution | acting in the face of a positive interdict,
upon them, implies the correlative obli- | for the Constitution forbids us to do
gation on our part to observe its limita- | whatever it does not affirmatively autho-
tions and execute its guarantees. rize either by express words or by clear
Without the Constitution we are|implication,
nothing. By, through and under the| If the authority we desire to use does
Constitution, we are what it makes us, | not come to us through the Constitution
We may doubt the wisdom of the law, [ we can exercige it only by usurpation
we may not approve of its provisions, | and usurpation is the most dangerous o
but we cannot violate it merely because | political erimes. By that crime
it seems to confine our powers within | the enemies of a, free Govern-
limits narrower than we would wish. | ment in all ages have worked
It is not a question of individual or elass | out their designs against publie liberkp
or sectional interest, much less of partyland rivate rights. It leads direc
predominance; but of duty—high and | and immediately to the establishment
sacred duty—which we are all sworn to | of absolute rule, for undelegated power
erform. If we cannot auerurt the | is always unlimited and unrestrained.
Constitution with the cheetful alacrity | The acts of Congress in question are
of those who love and bélievein it, we | not only objectionable for their assump-
must give to it at least the fidelity of | tion of ungranted power, but many of
public servants, who act under solemn | their provisions are in conflict with the
gbligations and commands which they | direct prohibitions of the Constitusion.
dare not disregard. The Constitution commands that a re-
The Constitutional duty is not the | publican form of Government shall'be
only one which requires the State to be | guaranteed to all the States: that me
| restored. There is another considera- | person shall be deprived of life, liberty
tion; which, though of minor import- | or property without due a8 of law,
ance, is yet of great weight. On the | arrested without a judieial warrant, et
22n0d day of July, 1861, Congress declar- | punished without a fair trial before am
ed by an almost unanimous vote of both mgmrtial jury; that the privilege of
habeas corpus shall not be denied in tivae
of peace,and that no bill of attainder ehali
be passed even against asingle individual.
Yet the system of measures established
| the dignity, | by these Acts of Congress does totally
Equah&y_ and rights of the States or of | subvert and deatrny{ha form as
individusls; and that when this was | as the substance of republican govern-
done, the war should cease. I do mot | ment in the ten States to ﬁhinf &i'r
Say that thiz deelaration is personally ‘agéﬂfv; it binds them hand and feet' In
binding on those who joined in making | absolute slavery, and subjects them te
it, any more than individual members | a strange and hostile power, more un-
of Congress are pemnhnlﬁy bound to | limited and more likely to be abused
paya public debt created under a law for | than any other now gnnwn amon
which they vote. But it was a solemn | civilized men. It tramples down =al
publicofiie lpled?a of the national hon- | these rights in whiech essence of
or and I cannot imagine upon what | liberty congists, and which a free gov-
grounds the repudiation of it is to be | ernment is always most carefal to pro-
ustified. If it be said that we are not | tect. Tt denies the Aabeas corpus and
und to keep faith with the rebels, let | the trial by jury; personal freedom, pro-
it beremembered thatthis promise was | perty and life, if assailed by the passion,
not made to rebels only. housands of | the %rejudiﬁe, or the rapacity ol’p the ru-~
true men in the South were drawn to | ler, have no security whatever. It has
our standard by it, and hundreds of
thousands in the North gave their lives |
in the belief that it would be carried
out. It wag made on the day after the
first great battle of the war had been

ed solely for the purpose of preserving
the Union and maintaining the supre-
macy of the Federal Constitution and
laws, without impairin

the effect of a bill of attainder, or bill of
ains' and penalties not upon a few
dividuals, but upon whole masses, in-
cludingthe millions whoinhabitthesul#®
ject Btate, and even their unborn ehil-

fought and lost. All patriotic and in-| dren,

telligent men then saw the necessity of | These wrongs being expressly for-
?viug such an assurance, and believed | bidden cannot be eonstitutionally in-
hat without it the war would end in | flicted upon any portion of our '
disaster to our eause. | no matter how they may have come

* Having given that assuranee in the | within our jurisdiction, and no matter
extremity of our peril, the violation of | whether they live in étatﬂﬂ, or Térrl-
it now in the day of our power would | toriés, or districts. I have no desire #o
be 'a rude rending of that good faith | save from the proper and just consequen-
which holds the moral world together, | ces of their great crime, those who en-
Qur’ country would cease to have any | gaged in rebellion against the Govern-
claim npon the confidence of men. It | ment, but as a mode of punishmentithe
measures under congideration are the
most unreagsonable that eould be inven-
ted., Many of those people are Fbrfe{ﬂy
innocent; many kept their fidelity to the
Union untainted to the last; many were
incapable of any legal offense; a la
roportion even of the persons able
bear arms were forced into rebellion
against their will; and of those who are
gullty’ with their own consent the de-
grees of guilt are as various as the shades
of their character and temper. But
these acts of Congress confound them
all together in one common doom.
Indiscriminate vengeanceupon classes,
gects and parties, or upon whole eom-
munities, for offences committed by a
portion of them, against the Govern-
ment to which they owed obedienoce,
was common in the barbarous ages of
the world, But Christianity and ei-
vilization have made such p
that recourse to a punishment so

but a fraud. Being sincerely convinced
that these views are correct, I would be
anfaithful to my duty if I did not re-
.commend the repeal of the acts of Con-
E,rﬂsa which place ten of the Southern

tates under the domination of military

- masters. If ¢alm reflection shall satisfy
f amajority of your honorable bodies that
the acts referred to are not only a vio-
Jation of the National faith but in diréct
conflict with the Constitution I dare

not permit mysélf to doubt that you

will immediately strike them from the

statute book. 'To demonstrate the un-

constitutional character of those acts,

I need do no more than refer to

their general provisions., It musat

he seen at once that they are not

L authorized to dictate what alterations
shall be made in the Constitutions of
the several States, to control the eleec-
tions of State legislators and State offi-

in the fundamental law of the Union  cers, members of Congress, and elections ' eruel and unjust would meet with

[{Continued on page 348, |




