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on tuesday december ard3rd 1897 thothe
presidents message was deilydellydeliverederedcred byhamby him
to the senate allailandari househonse of representatives
the last wordswolds of that biesblesmessagesago reached herehero
by telegraph at 8 wednesday
morning the rb and at 9 and
hour afterwards W hadlad thewthaWtho wholeholo docu-
ment in print and ready for our city readers

kealaliospecialreatkealattoalto
I1

to tho Deseret manina mewsnews

NIESIpresidentsDENTS MESSAGE

pellowVELLOW OPOF THE senatebenatz
OFor

the continued disorganization of the
union t to which the president has so
ottenoften called the attention of congress is
yet a subject of profound and patriotic
concern wo may however findfina some
relief from that anxiety in thereflection
that the painful political situation al-
though before untried by ourselvesS
isig not new in the experience of nations
political science perhaps asM highly per-
fected in ourbur own time and country as in
any other has not yet disclosed any
means aby which civil wars can be abao
cutely preventventededAnedwnan enlightened nation
however with a wise and beneficentbenefibeneficentceni
constitution of free govgovernmentemment maydi-
minish their frequency midarid mitigate
their severity bytoy directing all itsita pro-
ceedingsceedingss in accordance with its funda-
mental jawlav when a civil war has been
brobroughttight to a close it is manifestly thothe
first interest and duty of the state to re-
pair the injurieslirles which the war ilshas in-
flictednilefile tedi anaandand to secbecsecureurethethe benefit of the
lessons it teaches assallyasfullyfullyfally and asass speedilyodily
aa possible this duty was upon the
termination ofbf thetho rebellion prompromptlyaptly
accepted not only by the executive pe
gantgartpartpantapartmentment but by thothe insurrectionaryy
tatesstates themselves and restoration irethein the
first moment of peace was believed to be
as easy and certain as it was indispensa-
ble the expectations however then
so30 reasonably and conconfidentlyfidently entertains
ed were disappointed by legislation fromfroth
whichwhim I1 felt constrained by my obliga-
tions

i
to the constitution to withhold my

assent
it is therefore a sourcesoured of profound

regret that in complying with the obli-
gation imposed upon thothe President by
the constitution to give to CCcongress from
time to time information of tilethe stalostate of
the union lamlumI1 am to communicate
anyny dandefiniteilelle adjustment satisfactory to
the amerleanamerican peopeoplelo101 of tildtilo questiontiong
whichwinch since the 30ccloseso of thetha rebuaRebiA llort
havohave agitated thodile public mind on the
contrary candor compels me to declare
that at thisills time theretherel ia19 no union as
ourofir fathers understood tilothe termlerm and aatig
they meantmeda it to iebe understood by us
the union which they established can
exist only where all thetho statesstated are repre-
sented in both houses of congress
where one state iais asits freefrele as another to
regulateitstaits internal concerns according
titsto own will and where thetho lawsjaws ofof
tho n central government strictly coneon
fined toito matters of rational jjurisdic-
tiontloviov apply githwith equal force to all thetile
people of every socsectiontiontiou that such is
not tho presentresent state i of thetho union is a
melancholy factfact and we all must
acknowledge thetho restoration of the
states to their proper legal relationslatiousie with
the federal government and with 0oneilelib
another according to thetho terms of the
original compact would be the greatest
temporal blessing which god iain his
kindest providence could bestow upon
this nation I1

it becomes our imperative duty to
consider whether or not it is impossible
to effect this mostmostmoat desirable

thothe union and the constitution
arearc insapinseparablearabiearable Aasi long asa ono is
obeyed by all parties the other will be
preserved andtind if olieone isig destroyed both
must perish together the destruction
of thetho constitution will be followed by
other and still greater calamities

it was ordained not only to form a
moremord perfect union between the states
but to establish justice insure domestic
tranquility provide dorgorfor the common
defence promote the general welfare

and secure the blessings0 of liberty to
ourselves and to our posterity noth-
ing but implicit obedience to its require-
ments in all parts of the country will
accomplish these great ends without
that obedience we can look forward only
to continual outrages upon individual
rights incessant breaches of the public
peacebace I1 national weakness financial dis-
honoronor tho total loss of our prosperityty
liethet general corruption of moralmorals and
the final extinction of popular freedom

to save our country from evils sp ap-
palling as these wowe should renew our
mortslortsefmeff again andband again to ma the pro-
cess of restoration seems perfectly plain
and simple it consists merely in a
faithful application of the constitution
and laws the execution of the laws
is notnol now obstructed or opposed by
physical force there is no military or
other necessity real or pretended which
can prevent obedience to the constitu-
tion either north or south all the
rights and all the obligations of states
and individuals eancanan be protected and
enforced by meaosmeanT Perfectly consistentkonsis tent
with the fundamental law the courts
may be everywhere open and if open
their process would be unimpeded
crimes against the united states can be
prevented or punished by the proper
judicial authority in a manner entirely
practicable and legal

there is thereforethi no reason why
the constitution should not be obeyed
unless those who exercise ithithits power
have determined that it shall bebe dis-
regarded and violated the cerenakmere nak-
ed will of this government or of some
one or more of its branches iaIs the only
obstacle that can exist totb a perfect un-
ion of all the states on this momen-
tous question and some of the measures
growing out of it I1 have had the mis-
fortunefortutie toio differmiller from congress and have
eexpressed nyaly conviction without tere-
serve though with becoming deference
to the opinion of the legislative de-partmentpartment those conviction are not
only unchanged but strengthened by
subsequent events and further reflec-
tion the transcendent imborimportancetance of
thetha subjectB ct will be a sufficient excuse
for callcallingng your attention to some of
the reasons which have so strongly0 in-
fluencednidefluenneedeedced my own judgmentjudkment

the hope that wewe may all finally con-
our iliin a mode of settlement consistent

our true inteinterestsrests and withathour sarn duties to the constitution 1 is
to09 natural andarid too just to be easily rer

it Isas clearelear to my apappre-
hension

re
h ahatthat the statesstated lately id anelrebel-
lion aare still members of the nationalhati
union when did they cease to basobe soa
the ordinances of secession adopted by
a them a very smallsmail
portion of their citizens were mere
nullitiesnullifiesties if we admit now that they
were valid and effectual for the purpose
Inteintendedholed by ththeir authors we sweep
from under ourode feet the whole groundsds
upon which we Justijustljustifiedniedfidd the war werewore
these states afterwards expelled from
the union by the war the direct cdcon-
trary

n
trary was averred by thiathis government
to be its purpose and was so under
stood byalby allnii those who gave theirlblood
and treasure tofd nidaid in isifs prosecutioncannotIt be that a successful war waged
fortheforfon thetho lipreservationreservation of the union had

ga effect of dissolving it the vic-tory odtheof the nations arms was not thedisgraceof horher ialeypolicy the defeat of feces
sionslon on tho battlebattiebattlefieldfieldnield was not tilotile tri-
umph of its lawless principletiMple nor couldcongOongresSyresby with or without the consent of
thetho Executive do anything whichwould
havohave the efreceeffect directly or indirectly ofor
separating thothe states from each ototherlileelideto dissolve thothetho union iaIs to rrepealepeal the
constitution which holdsholda it together
and that is ita power which doesdocs not laefbe-
long to any department ofbf this govern-
ment nor to all of themthein united thisis so plain that it has been acknowledg-
ed by all brandiesbranches of the federal gov-
ernmenternment thetho executive my i

sorbof aswellas well as myself and all ttheA heads
of all the departments hahavehaxeL ulluriuniformly
acted upon the principle tdathathatt thetho unionis not only but indissolu-
ble congress submitsubmittedsubmittertea an amendmentof the constitution to be ratified by thesouthern states and accepted their acts
of ratification bias a necessary and lawfulexercise of theirtheli highest function iftilethoythey worewere not states or were states out
of theto union their consent to a change
in thetho fundamental law of thetile unionenlon

would have been nugatory aandnd con-
gress in asking committed a political
absurdabsurdityabsurdityI1it

tiletiie judiciary has alao given tilethe
solemn sanction of its authority to the
saisatsamegame view of the casecage phophethothe judges of
the supremeSuprenicronie court have included the
southernBouthern states in their circuits and
thetheyy arearc constantly in nancosanco andwid else-
wherewhere exercising jurisdiction which
doesdols nobnot belong to them unless those
states arearc states of thethoho union if the
southern states are component parts of
the union the constitution is tilethe su
preme law fop them as it is for the otheotherr
mateswatesiremetates they are bound to obey it and
sosu are we thetho rightnight of the federal
0government which is clear and unques-
tionabletio to enforce the constitutionn
upon them implies the correlative obli-
gation on our part to observe its limita-
tions andan d execute its guarantees

without the constitution we are
nothing by through and under the
constitution wewa aroare whatahat it makes us
we may doubt ththee wisdom of the law
we may not approve of its provisions
but we cannot violate it merely because
it seems to confine our powers within
limits narrower than we would wish
it is not a question of individual or classelass
or sectional interest much less of party
predominancei but of duty highhim and

I1
sacsacre duty which we biebleare all sworn to
perform if we cannot support the
constitution with the cheerfulcheefful alacrity
of who iovejove andnud believebelleve in it we
mustm give to it at leastliast the fidelityadelita of
public servants whowild act under solemn
obligations and commands which they
laredare not disregard
the constitutional duty is not the

only one which requires thetho state to be
restored there is another considera-
tion which though of minor import-
ance is yet of great welkweliweightlit on the

day of july 1861 congress declar-
ed by an almostalmot unanimous vote of both
housesbouses that the war should be conduct-
ed solely for the purpose of preserving
the union and maintaining the supre-
macy of the federal constitution and
laws Impimpairinggiring thethie dignity
fequality andnna hightsrights oflof the states or of
individuals and that when this was
done the war should ceaseaeme idoI1 do not
saybay tanatat this declaration iais perpersonallysqually
binding on those who jolijoinedned in making
it any moromore than individual members
of congress are persopersonallyna iiilii bound to
pay a public debt created hunderaler a law for

they vote nutbut it was a solemn
pledge of

otof and I1 cannot imagine upon what
grounds the repudiation of it is to be
Jjustified it it be saidsald that we are nothot
bound to keep faith with the rebels let
jtjit be remembered that thithis promise was
knotot made to rebels only thousands of
true meilmen idin the south were drawn to
ourbur standard by it and hundreds of
thousandsrin the north gave their lives
in tha belief that it would be carried
oltout itif wahamade on the day afterarter the
firstfirta great battle 0off tiietilethe war had beenbiel

lost all patriotictia and in-
telligenttell igent menjuen then saw the necessity of
givingbuchsuehsuch assuranceann wsurane 6 and bellebeliebelievedd
that without 16 thibthe wahwarwak wouldgould endnd infia

to our cause
I1 havinghaying alyon that asassuranceAurance in the
extremity of our penniperilper the violation of

in day ofor our power wouldbabe a rrudeuddi

relreirendingtendingiding of ththatt good0 chithfaithfalth
which holdsholda the moral wworlddg togetherbr
otinoticuliullhiltrycountryuil try would deaCeaceasesetoto
claim upon tilethe confidence of men it
aou 41 makemauee the war not only a failure
buratibut a fraudalad being sincerely convinced
that dieso aroare correct I1 would be
unfaithful to my duty if I1 did not re
commend the repeal of the acts ogof con-
gressassmss which place ten of the southernetstatests under the domination of military

I1 mastersi ifdalmcalm reflection shall satisfy I1

your honorable badicaboats that
thothe actsacta referred to are not only aayioayloajo

faithfalthbut iliin direct
cconflict with the constitution I1 dare
nothot myself to doubt that you

I1

will immediatelyimme strike them from theI1

statute book to demonstrate thetheunu nin i

constitutional character ofor those acts
I1 need do no more than refer to
their general provisions it maustmust
bobe seenheen at once that they are totbiotnovnot
aauthorized to dictate what alterations
shall be made in the constitutions of
the several states tofb control hothe elec
eions of state legislators and state offi-
cers members of congress and elections

of presidentpr and vice presidentpres delitdelli py
arbitrarily declaring who shallahll votevoto and
whov iiolio shall berbetexcluded from that privi-
lege to dissolve state legislatures orprevent them from assemblingto dismiss
judges and other civil functionariesfunctionaries
of the state and appoint others without
regard to state law to organize and op-
erate all the political machinery of tho
states to regulate the wholew holehoie administra-
tion of their domestic and local affaire
according to the mere will of

1irresponsible ageagentsrits sent among them
for that purpose these are powers not
granted to the federal government or to
any one of its branches not belner4granted we violateviolatcourour trust by
ingirig them as palpablypaipably as we would bylly
acting in the scfacefaco1 of a positive interdict
for the constitution forbids us to do
Whawhatevertevontevor it does not affirmatively autho-
rize eithercither by express words or by olene
implication

if the authority we desire to use doesdoea
noihoi come to us throughth the constitution
wo can exercise it only bby usurpation
and usurpation is theth mostS dangerous ofor
political crimes by that cringcrime
the cnecueniles of a freofree govero
ment in all ages have worked
out their designs against publicubleubie liberty
and private rights it leadseadsI1 directly
and immediately to the establishment
of absolute rule for power
jsIs always unlimited and unrestrained
the acts of congress in question itnearearo
not only objectionable for their assump-
tion of power but manxmany of
their provisions are in conflict with tho
direct prohibitions of the constitutionthe constitution commcommandsiands
publican form of government slishaltabhaiallbetb
guaranteed to all the states thatthatinaatInett
person bhailshall be deprived of lilifefelibertyliberty
or property without due process of laylarlaw
arrested without a judicial warrantorwarrant oc
punished without a fair trial before ax
impartial jury that the privilege of

corpus shall not be denied in timatime
ofpeacereace and that no bill ofattainder shallbhan
be eveneyen against a single individualyetvet the system of measures established
by these acts of congress does botilltotally
gubasubvertrt and destroy the form as spirwall
aaaa the substance of republican govern-
mentnt in the ten states to which ineytuey
applyply ifit binds them hand and feona
absolutesolute slavery and subjects themchete ta
a strange and hostile power more anun-
limited and more likelyy to be abuseda
than any other nowhow known amonamong
civilized men it tramples down Yniinil
these rights in which the essence of
liberty consists and which a free goy-
er

gov-
er

gov-
ernmenternment isls always most careful to pro-
tect it denies the habbas and
the trial by jury personal 1

perty and life if assailed by the passion
tho prejudice or thetho rapacity of thecheruru
ler havehavenave no security whatever it fiasglashaabaa
thetue ma ofa bill ofattainder orbellor billotot
pains and penalties not upon afewa few
individuals butout upon whole masses in
eluding the millions who inhabit thetho butbuh
act state aandaudad oveneven their ununbornuboibo r 1611L chu
dren

aiesefiesethesetheae wrongs being expressly for-
bidden cannot be constitutionallyjinlin

any portion of our poolpooipeoplejo
no matter how they mayray bayohayo oomcomM0
within onoui jurisdictionj andund no mawrma r
whether they live in states br territ-
ories or distdistrictsritts I1 have hono debinedesire to
save from theproper and just consequen-
ces of helhei great crime those afien-
gaged in iebellionrebellion against the govern-
ment lutbut as a of
measuresmeasuresureA under consideration arekare tha
most unreasonable that could be inven-
ted blany of those people are perfectly
ininnocent manymaby kept their fidelityit 1 to thoiho
union fintainteduntainted to the last manymahy
incapable of any legal offense a largalarge

even of the personspersonsabieablesable to
bear arms werewere forced into rebellion
against their wihwin and of those who ameare
guilty with their own coinconsentsent the de
grees of guiltgulltaretaroarearo as various Ms the
ocof their cacharactertarAaracter and temper but
thes acts of Concongressgressgresi confound tendthem
all together inbs one common doom

sects and parties or upon whole com-
munitiesmunities for offences committed byabysby a
portion of themthern against the goygorgovern-
ment

ernerr
to which they owed obedience

was common in the barbarous ages of
the world but christianity and ci-
vilization have made such progress
that recourse to a punishment so
cruel and unjust would meet with

continued on pacepage sibl


