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counsels besides the spirit of in-
structionst and counsel is something
which every elder should seek lor
as there are times in the history of
gods people when it is just as neces-
sary that words of reproof and warn-
ing should bebo uttered that reproof
he administered when iniquity and
wrong exist and that notesnobes of warn-
ingdg be raised calling upon the peo-
ple to give heed to their ways and
avoid certain things lest destruction
come upon them as it is to speak
comforting words to them this
has been the case always when god
has had a people upon the earth it
has been the office and calling of all
the prophets and apostles to speak
as moved upon by the holy ghost
it is no sign of disintegration then
no sign of alarm bemusebecause the elders
thus teach the people and warn
them and perhaps reprove them
and speak in tones of sharpness and
perhaps at times severity concern-
ing their conditioninstherehere itis noDO feature in our polity
so desirable as union without it
we are an exceedingly weak peo-
ple with it we are strong strong in
the lord because the lord ac-
knowledges us as his people when
we are united he places his seaseal
upon us and stamps us as his own
therefore it is not to be wondered at
that the elders are led to talk about
the importance of union it is of the
first importance that we should be
united and it is no sign of al armit is
no evidence that theElders who thus
speak are in fear concerning the
result of this work or the effects of
the attacks of our enemies upon this
work because they talk in this man-
nerner to the saints assembled in con-
ference or to any ototherher public gath-
ering in some respects I1 think we
are an exceedingly united people
but owing to circumstances the
absence of many of the leading
men and the great labors which
have devolved upon those that are
free and able to go about the peo
pie have not been visited for some
years as was formerly the case and
therefore many things have grown
up and sprung into existence which
need the attentionioa
elders of the presidents of stakes
and their counselors the bishops
and their counselors and it re-
quires a good deal of exertion at the
resentpresent time to lay these matters
9beforefore the people as they should be
but we ought to be a united people
and we cannot dwell too much
upon the importance of union
when we are divided we are very
weak when we are united we are
very strong for god is with ueufa

god has given to us an organiza-
tion which if we maintain as we
should will preserve union will
preserve complete harmony and
strength anthei n the hurchchurch therefore
we should do all in our power to
maintain that organization which
is complete and perfect although
others may decry the priesthood
and the influence of the priesthood
and may oppose it and censure us
because we give heed to the coun-
sels of the priesthood it is for us to
listen to the voice of our god to
maintain in to integrity the organ-
ization he has given unto us to
beware of every spirit not 0of god i

that it does not have place within
us but that under all circumstances
we will be guided by his
holy spirit and the counsels
of his servants that which
we witness today throughout
this territory that which we have
witnessed wherever the latter day
saints have settled the deliverances
that have been wrought out the
prosperity that god has given unto
us is due to the fact that we have
had his servants in our midst and
that the people have listened to their
counsels shall we turn our backs
upon that authority which god has
thus blessed which he has sus-
tained and shown his approval of
by giving his blessings unto those
who have obeyed their counsels
we should not do this we should
avoid it and we should be humblebumble
meek and lowly in our walk and
conversation in all our associations
with each otherother an IA do all in our
power to maintain in its entirety the
organization which has been given
unto us

in conversation some years ago
with a gentleman by the name of
haskell of kansas who was a
member of congress and who is
since deceased he zdsaid to me mr
cannon I1 have paid some attention
to your organization and I1 think it
the most magnificent organ bation
that exists on the earth how did
you succeed in getting it I1 told
him I1 did not suppose if I1 were to
tell him all about it that he would
be prepared to accept my statement
as true but I1 told him of course
that the organization had come from
god and that its perfection was due
to divine wisdom I1 mention this
as the testimony of a man of consid-
erableerable experience and observation
and extensive readingas a high trib-
ute to the strength power and sur-
passing superiority of our organiza-
tion it is my brethren and sistersdrs
strikingly manifest to every one who
reflects how god has blessed us in
this respect and we should be
proud 0of it that is we should be
thankful for it and not be ashamed
of it

I1 have felt for some time that
some of the latter day sain s were
beginning to manifest a dispositionpositiondiB
to feel ashamed of the priesthood
and ashamed of seeking counsel at
the hands of the priesthood as
though it were a forbidden thing as
though it wt re something that we
did wrong in practicing that to
come and ask counsel of the ser-
vants of god was something so con-
trary to public opinion that some
men shrink from doing it and feel
ashashamedmed of asking counsel of gods
servants if such feelings as thewthese
were to prevail among the latter
day 8saintslints it would be a most de-
plorableplorable thing T think the result
would be disastrous to us if I1
knew a man who has the counselcou ansel of
god and I1 wished to obtain counsel
I1 feel as though it would be the
greatest blessing I1 could have
given unto me under the circum-
stancesstances to be able to go to him
to ask counsel concerning the course
I1 should take this has been my
course throughout life and I1 know
it has been attended with blessing
suppose the world deride it sup

pow the world attack it
the world accuse us of onone man
power of joining church and astate
they will accuse us anyhow no
matter what we do no matter hohow
correct our lives may be and atshall a-
we deprive ourselves of the benefit
that god has given unto us in the
hope that we will conciliate the
world and that we will prevent the
world from talking about us sfff
that be our idea we delude our-
selves most egregiously the man
who entertains the view that bby
taking a certain course that is notno
exactly in accord with the f
god hebe is going to gain
the favor of the world makes
a great mistake I1 do not think we
should be unwise in these mattersmatte
wisdom should be exexercisedercased in allni
that we do but do not my breth-
ren and sisters deprive yourayourselveselves i

of that light which god has placed
within our reach for our guidance
and for our safety because of any
fear we may entertain concerning
public opinion in relation to that
method of doing i

the cry has goregone forth that we
join church and state A greater
libel was never made concerning I1
any people than that concerning us i
owing to our peculiar position auall
our eligible men bear the holy
priesthood it was not possible for
us to obtain suitable men in our
territory in bygoneby gone days whovh
were not members of the priesthood
there was no other choice left for
us but to select the bestbeat men we had
regardless of their position in abe
church because we did this it
ought not to be thought to
follow that we blended church
and state or that we looked
upon the church as an 1

aution to be associated with the civil 1

government not at all I1 do not
think it posspossiblelule to find another peo
pie situated as we were for so malkmany 7
years in these valleys who aouwould
have drawn the lines of distinction
so clearly between church audand state
as we did 4we have always looked upon
ecivil government as entirely distinct
ffromrom church government and our
views upon this subject ought to be
so well known as not to leave roomdooin 4
for accusation even it has been a
proclaimed by joseph smith itt lawhas
been proclaimed by brigham young
it has been proclaimed by john tay
lor it has been proclaimed by wilf-
ord woodruff and all the lading
elders associated with them that
god intended to organize a kingking-
dom on the earth that should not be
composed of latter day saintsaloneabon
but that members of that king-
dom should belong to other re-
ligious denominations as well wm to
the church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints this basteenhas been a car
dinal doctrine in this church that
is with the elderselden who have hadbad ex-
perienceperience and knowledge conconcerningberning
that which is to come and that
which the prophet joseph believed
in and taught in fact hebe set the
example on one occasion and those
familiar with it know about it he
showed unto the brethren before he
died that the kingdom of god when
established should throw its prof
tetechingting legis around the adainfidel


