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OUTRAGEOUS CONDUCT OF AN
ANTI=** MORMON.?” |

CONSIDERING the reception given to
the Governor in the Opera House
building on Friday as a matter of no
special  significance, we have said
little or nothing about it., When a num-

Utah had been restored to the old
flzure. It appears that this sudden in-
crease looked like a splendid chance
or some of the merchants of this city
to make a good deal of money by rais-
ing the price of staples to the figuses at
which they were sold before the cut

occurred . A number of them,evidently
with a mutual understanding, decided
to take advantage of the situa-
tion. But a lion stood in the path.

ber of people so dispo=éd get together |
in @ mutual admiration capacity itisa |
matter of but little moment. The
wind-crank is vigorously turned and
people go to work pufling each other
and abusing their neighbors., As a
ceneral rnle the parties who are puffed
need the performance of that opera-

" tion to enable them to make anything

‘Tike a showing, and doubtless these

' Friday.

‘rected on

exchanges of ﬁuttery place the persons
to whom the sweetened dough i¥di-
_ good terms with themselves.
‘And certainly the outside’ parties who
are the objects of the uncomplimen-
tary part of proceedings can stand any
amount of that kind of medicine.
However, it is difficult to conceive of
a publie assembly having a claim
to decency who would suffer the
perpetration of so gross an impropriety
as oceurred at the admiration bee of
Mr. ‘S. A. Kenner, who does
to the Governor’s party
to addressthe meeting, and
He had no sooner begun

not belt;’gg
was invi
responded

“than Mr. Charles Read stood directly

- assembly were virtually

in front''of and applied an oppro-
brious rémark to him. Mr. Kenner at
once, and very pﬁerly. seized his hat
and left the stand, but was prevailed
upon by some gentlemen present to re-
turn. ‘'Theinsult was repeated, and he
finally‘left the hall. £l
This gross indignity was mot only
participated in by Mr. Read, ‘but the
lieir responsibil liﬂﬂ??ﬁﬂ
affront, thieir regponsibility 1ying in the
fact that they failed to proteet their
cnest, for that was the capacity in
which Mr. Kenner stood frém the mo-

“inent he was invited to take part in the

““iproceedi

Such an @ occurrence

showed beyoud doubt that the gather-

“ing, like every other at which anti-

“Mormou’’ teglil:ﬁ 'is exhibited, was
utterly devoid of dignity.

After the affair broke up the same
ientlemun who offered the ind.ignltg to
[r. Kenner approached an unoftending
citizen on the side-walk,near the Opera
House, and asked him if he was a
“‘Mormon.” On being answered in the
affirmative he, without the Hl.lqhtest

nvocatiun,.s&-uc&: the man a violent
low upon the face. Fortunately for
Mr: Read he selected am ld mannered
man on whom to make this inexcnsa-
ble and vindictive assault. The per

- son who was subjected to this brytal

it _ﬁtatg.'c_k ‘did not retaliate.
. temper he woul

1
- cl

.. diluted, and the sympathy

Bl L odity of Bnbeey
i selec 4 man of another
_ have been disabled
froin ever perpetrating a similir out-

ore. -
‘belongs to the Liberal party,
who are seeking to wrest the power of
self-government from the majority of
the people. His sentiment, so inde-
ueu.tl{' expressed, isa sample of what
ht be expected from men of his
class had they the power. Although
doubtless, numbers who participa d
‘in the reception deprecated his com-
duct, it appears this sentiment was so
) thy with him so
strong, that a guest of the occasion

could not obtain the protection from

Mr

“insult which would probably have been

~ ¥armers in

‘tightness of

instantly accorded him in almost any
Etheir };:hgrmg of people claiming to
e civilized.

BUSINESS INACTIVITY SOUTH-
olv WARD.

FrOoM gentlemen lately arrived from
Southern Utah, we learn that business
has not been so sluggish for years as it
is now in that direction. The produce
markets are practically closed. = Silver
Reef, which used to be an active min-
ing town, is virtually dead. Flour is

selling there at $2.50 & hundred pounds
and other produce proportionately.
Sanpete and other parts
load up with produce and convey it
there without first asmrﬁuinm% the
state of the market, the result being
that they have'either to ‘‘sell for a
song’’ or return home with their loads.
‘The hands of the Christie mine, the

only one of any consequence that has
‘been operating for some time, were

paid ofi on Thursday last in paper con-
vertible into cash at sixty days from
date. Thbe workmen are thus left to
await its maturity and consume the
amounts in expenses or sell it out ata
liberal discount.
" Throughout all the settlements a
cneral dullness is felt, but the'people
ave an abundance ﬂf materials on
which to subsist, the only inconven-
ience  felt being from the extreme
the money market.
that have

Among other mining cam
Y oche, Nevas

become all but extinct is
da, over the Utah line, fgrmerly one
of the liveliest towns in that section of
the country. It is now all but defunct.
It used to” be a good market for Utah
products, but 1s now all but totally

closed.
il e

EFFECTS OF THE FREIGHT
QUESTION. -

IT was wired all over the country on
Friday that the old freight rates on the
lines running between the Eastland

Z. C. M. I. did not increase prices,
To remove this obstacle the Institution
was plied with large orders for ﬁﬂudﬁ
of that class, but refused to comply.

It so happens, however, that the U.
P. directory declined to endorse the
action of their representative at the
Chicago conference of competing lines,
the result being that the twenty-live
cent rate still wpkrevui'la, and the restor-
ation action taken at Chicago is knock-
ed to pieces.

We make mention of the local mer-
cantile move in connection with the
freight question as another evidence of
the positionof Z. C. M. I. asa protec-
tor of the people from combinations
for the maintenance of high prices on
t;ﬂﬂdﬂ and against the establishment of

‘corners” in trade, which enable mer-
chants and others to haul in money in
enormous quantities at the expense of
the helpless consumers.

We are informed fthat negotiations
for the resumption of the old rates will
be recommenced, and it is not improb-
able that they will soon prevail.

* - F'_I-

THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS
TO THE LEGISLATURE.

I~ another part of this paper we give,
in full, the message of Governor Eli
H. Murray to the Legislative Assembly.
Itis a carefully prepared document and
contains some good suggestions. But
it is disflgured with several errors and
some positive untruths. That it has
been written more for outside effect
than for practical adoption, must be
evident to every one acquainted with
the situation in Utah and the questions
which are treated upon in the message.

The Governor commences with the
recommendation that the Legislature
‘“write a code of laws in harmony with
the requirements of constitutional
%wgi: and says: ‘‘I do not believe a

e

Jature should write doubtful sen-
tences in statutes or permit laws that
may be misunderstood to remain
equivocal.” The present Assembly is
not required or expected to ‘“write a
code of laws,”” but only to add to the
existing code such statutes as ape
ssary to the welfare of the Terri-
tory. e remarks that are attached to
the recommendation convey the idea
that doubtful and equivocal sentences
are common to our statutes, and that
laws are upon our statute books that
are not in harmony with constitutional
law. If this is what he means he
should have stated so, in so many
words, pointing out these equivocal
and doubtful sentences, and not
have  been content with mere
insinuation in doubtful and
equivocal language, thus departing
in practice from that which he advan-
ces in theory. We deny that there are
any such laws in the statute books of
Utah; and' if he had pointed out any
equivocal or doubtful sentences there-
in we would have been pleased to en-
dorse a measure looking to a change of
phrageology. -

The Governor next presumes that
‘‘organic differences exist between
Utah and the parent government.’’ This
is an error. Such differences as exist
are not organic. They have been cre-
ated and fostered by persons like him-
self who have misrepresented facts,
procured legislation and wurged ex-
treme measures that are entirely un-
called for. Were it not for-such indi-
viduals and their schemes and agita-
tions, Utah and the General Govern-
ment would have had no dispute, but
each wounld have moved along in its
own sphere in perfect harmony.

The Governor says *‘‘It has been
charged before the country and Con-

¢ss that an ecclesiastical power es-

blished by territorial statutes and
held by many as sovereign, would not
E&rmit a Legislature to pass certain

ws intended to be effective and in
harmony with national law.” It is
also pretty ‘well known that he made
the charge and that it has not been sus-
tained. We say that it cannot be sus-
tained, because it is untrue. There
is no ecclesiastical power here *‘es-
tablished by territorial statutes.” All
the churches that exist in Utah were
organized and are independent of any
territorial or other statute. And the
statement thﬂ‘&:ng such religious au-
thority prevents or compels the Legis-
lature in any way is a mere assertion
that cannot be proven, and is made
with the &)urpnse of bolstering up the
falseheods put forth from tﬁe same
source but in a different shape. for the
purpose of ‘affecting public opinion
unfavorable to the majority of the peo-

le of Utah. It has also another object.

hat'is; to provoke the Legislature to
conform to his views in their legisla-
tion lest it may be h::ferlt'umit if they do
not, that they have been ‘‘prevented”’
by an ecclesiastical authority. In our
opinion if such authority were a fact
instead of one of his fictions, it would
be preferable to the dictation and come-
E sion of the one-man-power which

¢ has exercised and seeks to exercise.
~He remarks: ‘“The men who see in
the Government or in those who differ
with them an enemy, are unwise.”

Here again he is insinuating and equi-

vouo Neither the people of Utah nor !
thel I presentatives in the Legislature

look upon the Govermmnent as their
enenty. And the only reason why Eli
H. Murray is looked upon as their
enemy is because he has upenlﬁﬁpluced
himself in that position. IHe has done
all that lay in his power towards the
destruction of the body he is address-
ing. He has urged the abolition of the
Legislative Assembly. He has pleaded
for the disfranchisement of every citi-
zen of Utah and the establishment of
an anti-republican and oppressive gov-

ernment subversive of natural and
constitutional rights. Is he not an
enemy to the people and theLegislature?
Yet he says “*The greatest good to the
greatest number, is the true rule of
action.” How does this theory com-
port with his own rule of action?z He
1s seeking to place the vast majority of
he people here under the heels of a
ostile and numerically insigniticant
minority. He is glib with good theories
but utterly inconsistent with them in

| his deeds.

Coming down to business he recom-
mends the ‘““repeal of all statutes which
conflict with Section 7 of the Organic
Act,” and states that‘‘the Supreme
Court of the Territory has decided this

uestion and presents the fact that
there are not now and have not been
for years any de jure territorial offi-
cers,”” We deny that there are any
statutes which conflict with the Or-
ganic Act, and we ask for the decision
of the Supreme Court establishing the
nonsense which he utters. Why did he
not cite the ruling or quote from the
decision? And wtﬁr does he ignore the
fact that the Supreme Court of the
United States in the Englebrecht case,
and also the case of the Attorney Gen-
eral of Utah reported in 18 Wallace,
decided to the very reverse of his posi-
tion on this matter. If it were true
that the Supreme Court of the Terri-
tory had implied that we have had no
de jure ‘Territorial officers, the ruling
of the higher court would set aside the
implication of the lower court. Is it
not pitiful to see the Executive of the
Territory condescend to this miserable
pettifogging to make a point for public
effect?

He further asks the
the law incorporating
ual ' Emigration  Fand Company,
on the ground ' that it es
the whole system of immigration under
the control of church authority. This
is another absurdity, and the request is
made to sustain his false statements
made to the Secretary of the Interior,
in which he cited laws that have no
existence, but have been for years ex-
Imnp: d from our statute book. The

dea that the incorporation of one emi-
gration company prevents the organi-
zation of another, is too ridiculous to
talk about, and we should have though)
too absurd even for Governor Murray.

The gara h on Church Incorpo-
ration is of the same character and
contains a falsehood as foolish as it is
vile, for the act to'which he refers con-
veys its own refutation of his untruth.
It distinctly states that the authority of
the Church, thus incorporated for
the purpose of transact its own
business legally, extends only to such
things as ‘‘relate to fellﬂw;sh? accord-
ing to church covenants,” and its rights
'are such as it has ‘‘in common with all
civil and religious communities.” It
does not vest ecclesiastical courts with
the authority held by the ecivil courts
and we would like him to show what
authority civil courts have to interfere
with matters of **fellowship and church
covenants.,” And we would like to
know further, if it is true thatCon-
gress has disapproved of this law
of incorporation, what wvalue it is
whether on the statute book or
in any other place? Governor Mur-
ray knows as well as we do that Con-
gress merely disapproved of so much
Of that law as countenanced bigamy or
polygamy, and we will defy him to
point out wherein the Act does this in
any shape or form. He has stated an--
other untruth with the samne unworthy
motive that inspired the other false-

hoods to which we have drawn atten-
tion. o

We have not space to-day to com-
ment upon all the points in the mes-
sage, nor do we think it needful to do
s0, but will touch upon one¢ or two
more. The subjectof polygamy occu-
pies considerable space, and the

wers of Congress in re to the

erritory is lengthily argued. Suppos-
ing his arguments to be sound (which
we do not admit, for Judge Black, from

repeal of
the Perpet-

whom he quotes, actually refutes the |

very things he brings forward to sup-
port his position,) what does it

amount to? Why, that Congress has | th
the right and has exercised the power
to pass laws directly for this Terri-

tory on the subject of polygamy. And
yet he wants the Assembly to f% that
which Congress has alreaj pe ed.
Why should the lesser body tamper
with that which the higher body B:s
acted upon? Of what greater validity
would anti-polygamy laws be upon the
Utah statute book than on those of the
United States? And what virtue would
there be in any laws passed by the As-
sembly which were notin exactaccord-
ance with the laws of the United States
that already exist. In the exercise of
the aner that Governor Murray claims
for Congress, that body has taken this
matter out of the hands of the local
Legislature, and it would be presump-
Ein 1};11 t?efl&sseg body to attempt to
e 1t out of such august and power-
ful hands, i it
One remark made by the Governor
f«:m:m thlz g&l?jecfnjgs as fooliﬂ]l:l “hamd lled
or. ess men who ust
taken an oath that they are not bf -

mists or polygamists, he said “I beg to

say to you, you cannot break lawless
over the Constjtution, because it 24

con- 10 I‘eiute tuht‘-'

fines you to limits inconveniently nar-
row.” Comment is unnecessary. On
the general subject of marriace he
wants a statute defining it a eivil con-
tract. Perhaps he is not aware that
the common law makes it so and that
the provisions of common law are ex-
tended over this Territory. But he
says‘*should individuals,denominations
or associations desire to impose any
other and additional requirements or
solemnities upon such civil contracts,
they should be regarded as religious
obligations only and not to be enforced
or annulled by process of civil law.”
That is the position taken by the Lat-
ter-day Saints in regard to their mar-
riages, whether monogamous or plural.
Those marriages are religious and they
do not ask the sanction of the civil law
nor regard its annulment thercof as of
any value whatever. We are pleased
to agree with the Governor on one
point, though perhaps he will not ad-
mire this application of his principle.

We agree with him also in the sug-
gestion 1n regard to some amendment
to the registration law, so that when a
blunder is made like that of the Com-
missioners in regard to the coming
municipal election, it may not
work hardship to unregistered voters
who are eligible to the franchise.
There are some other things of minor
importance that the Governor suggests
ongood grounds. But his remarks on
the subject of education should have
been addressed to Congress instead of
the Utah Legislature, while his reflec-
tions upon our public schools are en-
tirely improper because they are false
without doubt. Sectarian tenets are
not taught in the public schools, and
the schoolhouses are all built upon
E;:tblic property and are vested in trus-

es elected by the people, and notin
the Church.

It is a matter of regret that Governor
Murray has allowed himself to become
thetool of a cliqgue which is bitterly
hostile to the great majority of the
citizens of the Territory of which he is
the Executive. It places him in an im-
proper attitude towards the people,
and makes him the official uttercr ot
statements that are unworthy any
honorable man. With such a genial
disposition and so fair a record as a
soldier, he ought to have held himself
aloof from the influences which have
degraded him to their level. But he
has made himself the enemy of the
Territory, the slanderer of its citizens,
and the instrument of vile men for the
overthrow of constitutional govern-
ment in Utah, and his message, which
we publish to-day, establishes him
without remedy in that most unenvi-
able position.

-y —
A STALE SLANDER REVIVED.

THE Denver Inter-Ocean keeps up its
pop-gun fusilade against the *““Mor-
mon’’ Church, and reproduces the old
stories that were told years ago till
they became too stale for repetition,
and seems to be under the impression
that it is bringing forth something
novel aud startling. It appears to be
conducted without any conscientious

scruples. In its January 12th issue it
contains what it claims to be a pictorial

illustration of ‘“‘Mormon’’ blood atone-
ment, in which a woman is represented
as heing sacrificed under the knife of
the executioner in presence of her
husband and children.

A more brutal and atrocious slander
could mmelﬁﬂbe cumived,l and men
who will publish such horrible fabrica-
tions must have corrupt hearts and de-

raved natures, It is such as they who

ave in times past aroused the fires
of prejudice against the Latter-day
Saints in the breasts of the ignorant,
causing mobs to be arrayed against the
innocent, and in some instances the
blood of unoffending people to be shed.

Accompanying the sensational wood-
cut is an eqllﬂ.llb sensational attempt
in words to show that such scenes
have been and are still enacted in the
“Mormon’’ Church, and the Inter-
Ocean editorially explains that ‘‘the
Atonement by Blood is the slaughter of
apostates.”

It would seem as though there would
be no need to say that
untrue. But there are g«earaﬂns ignorant
enough of the facts to believe anything,
however outrageous, about the peu;g e
of Utah, who have been persistently
and continuously maligned for many

ears, and have been denied a hearin
n their own behalf by that portion o
the press which has aided in slandering

e1m.

The Latter-day Saints believe in
blood atonement. That 1s, they believe
in the aton¥ment wrought out by Jesus
Christ as the Savior of the world. The

also believe that capital crime shoul

be met with capital punishment, in-
flicted by the le appointed execu-
tioner, and tha e only atonement
men can make for such crime is the
shedding of their blood. But they do
not advocate the Kkilling of apostates
nor encourage, endorse or condone
murder in any way, shape or form. On
this point we quote from an article b

President John Taylor in the Nort

Amertimu Review for the present
month:

“No denial can be worded too strongly to
express our detestation of the shedding of
innocent blood; and we hold, further, that
all culprits worthy of death—and we believe
some crimes can only be atoned for by the
life of the guilty party—should be executed

by the proper civil officer, not by any exer-
of the lex-talionig or the intervention
of ecclesiastical anthority."

President Taylor's utteranees are
authoritative, and should be sufficient
falsehoods of evil-minded

his is entirely

persons and the sensational utteran-
ces of unscrupulous scribes. It is
claimed that our Church tribunals pas-

judgments affecting the lives and liber-

ties of Church wembers., This also is
incorrect. We quote further from the
article by President Taylor:

“The decisions of the Charch courts earry
no penalties of a civil character; all they can

dois to withdraw the fellowship of the
Chureh from wrong-doers.”’

We see no need to pursue this sub-
ect further. We do not expect the
énver paper to retract its falsehoods
or seek to repair the wrong it has done.
It will no doubt keep firing away its
pager pellets, and fishing up old dirty
and decaying rubbish from the slimy
pool of ancient slander, to throw at a
people whose doctrines cannot be dis-
{lrm'an by argument and whose posi-
jon cannot be assailed by anything but
falsehood. We make these explana-
tions for decent (})euple only who may
have been misled by the nonsense now
treated again as a veritable reality.

THE THREATS OF THE
GOVERNOR.

ONE of the objectionable features o
the Governor’s message to the Legisla-
ture is its attempt to terrorize that
newly elected and chiefly inexperienced
body of lawmakers. These gentlemen,
chosen by the people to enact such
laws as they need, for the well being of
the community of which they are mem-
bers, are threatened by the Governor
with certaindire and dreadful things,
if they do not pass such enactments as

he considers necessary, and in addition
to these threats he insinuates that if
they fail to carry out his high behests,
their omission or refusal will be con-
strued as submission to some mysteri-
ous power of an ecclesiastical nature,
the existance of which he has assumed.

The Governor has a perfect right to
present his views to the Legislature,
and recommend the passage of any
measure or measures which from his
own standpoint appear to be required.
It is also his duty to do this. No mat-
ter how much he may be at variance
with the members of the Legislature
in his views and pﬂlicﬁ;, it is his right
to express them oflicially, and he
should be listened to, as he was, with
due respect to his position. But he has
noright, and it was in very bad taste,to
threaten the Assembl{lin aﬁ way or to
insinuate that which he could not pos-
sibly sustain with evidence.

From what we know of the members
of either house we do not think there
is any likelihood that any of them will
be affected in the least degree by those
gubernatorial threats and inuendoes.
We consider it was a cowardly act to

| make them and that it would be cow-

ardly to be compelled by them. Our
legislators, we have no doubt, will
20 etly go about their business, attend

the duties which Tane PEoOPLE elect-
ed them to perform, and bear in mind
that it is to the penﬁ]e they are respon-
sible, and not to the one-man-power
which the Governor desires to estab-
lish in this Territory.

The effect uwpon the country which
the Governor desires to produce and
for which the message wias prepared
will not among sensible people and
true Republicans or Democrats,be such
as he has endeavored to create. Those
who cannot see the demagogue and the
defamer behind the threats, insinua-
tions and untruthful and unsupported
assertions of the ssage, must be
very defective in political eyesight.

A PERTINENT QUESTION.

THE Chicago News asks the following
very pertinent question:

Can anyone tell why itis that soeciety al-
lows & man to place his arm around a young
lady’s waist dnnq,%' the progress of a dance
and yet shrieks with the wildest horror and
dismay if by chance he is caught in a simi-
lar position when the pair is standing still.

“‘Society’’ does a good many strange
things. But that which is called ‘‘So-
ciety” should not be the guide to peo-
ple who have regard to what is right
instead of what is fashionable. There
are many things that are proper which
“Society” pretends to be shocked at,
and many things that are wrong which

it allows and sanctions. If a man
were to put his arm around another
man’s wife and embrace her as closely
as is common in the waltz, when no
music was  playing, there would be a
rumpus ina hurry; but the sound of
a fiddle e situation in a mo-
ment, and makes the impropriety pro-
per, and the wrong all right.

The leading minds among the Latter-
dﬂ'{ Saints are not alone in their oppo-
sition to what is denominated ‘‘round
dancing.” It is forbidden in Catholic
circles, and a %’ood many wise people
condemn it instrong language. 1lj‘ﬁunl:u::l;.:
folks who innocently indu in the
pastime without thought of wrong may
wonder why it should be prohibited.
But there are some things which to the
pure are harmless and to the impure
are opportuities for evil. And there is
no rule in a dance by which the tainted
mind can be picked out and excluded,
nor by which the unsophisticated can

from contact with the

I:&e kept free
351,5115:1 .
o ocie%y" winks at many gross evils

and turns up its nose at pe-:aple anc
principles which are too good for its
comprehension. Sensible people will
do what Is right and avoid what in

wrong, maugre the verdict of*““Society,,



