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for the deseret news
THE TWO LITTLE GIRLS

MEDDIES at stSL george washington co of putrid
sore throat dec 28 1865 hararSARAR ELLEN
9agedd 6 years3 4 months 2826 days jan 1

CCELINDAvMINgearzearA aged 10 years 1 month 28 days
daughters and sarah foster

A ti of respect

give me thy hand sister
give bethy hand

illliiiiilii lead thee away
to the shadowlesdowies land

where the heart of the sunlight
neerneler saddens with gloom

and the roses breathe out
an immortal perfume

where the moments are lingerinlingeringg
thrills of delight

and perching pinion
Is feathered with white

0 give me thy hand and together
once more

weilwell live and well love
unlin the shore

give me thy hand sister
never again

the iliiiililyy bud fingers
shall flushflash with a pain

Ugo0 to sleep go to sleep
thou art safe on my breast

asaAs a baby bird hushed
inalnain a mother watched nest

gogototo sleep thou wake
and thy blue eyes shall see

A world that is fitter
then this one sovsavfor thee

gotogo to sleep go0 o to sleep
I1 am clasping thyhand

come home sister home
to the land

they wonderedponderedvonsonvoudered why the sleepers breath
waxed fainter every hour

who watched the silent mists of death
close round their white life flower

they wondered why the baby smiled
so strangely in its dream

who could not see the seraph child
that shadowed down the beam

they wondered why the pale hand stirred
and then grew lcyicy cold

who could not hear one mystic word
the truant angel told

they wept who reached two sweet cold pearipearls
earths black prison bars

butbat hand in hand the seraph girls
went smiling to the stars
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BY DAVID W EVANS

I1 am happy to meet with you my
brethren and sisters this morning and
I1 simply give expression to my feelings
inn reperepeatingatin what has been expressedexpressed
byby others tthatat this conference has
bbeeneen to me one of interest richly in-
structivetive nd edifying

in the admonitions that have been
imparted we have been led to see what
in us is weak dark and should bebe im-
proved anaand in addition to that the
instructions have been rich in sugges-
tions as to the ways and means by which
we can secure to ourselves the blessings
of that muchmuc h needed improvement
while I1 havohavu listened the enquiry has
risen in my mind asai to how we the
people of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints could substantially
and profitably pursue the labors devol-
ving upon us and honestly continue the
struggle to become what we are deno-
minated saints

in the admonition that has been im-
parted

in
we were truthfully told that we

were as yet only in part what wawe should
be as saints that with all our labors
and experience with all the advantages
for acquiring knowledge that have
characterized our history thus far we
have yet much to learn this truthtruth it
appears to me should be impressed up-
on the minds of all who think and re-
flect it is one that is evinced in our
conduct and actions as a people there
1is no one feature in our history that is
rendered more distinct or plain to be
read and comprehended by the reflect-
ing mind than this that wowe in all our
learning learn but slowly and have as
yet learned comparatively little of that
large amount that may be learned and
that we yet manifest in our livesilves tutbutbut a
small degree of that perfection that
should characterize us as the children
of god as unthytha people of the saints of
the most high Wwho are blessed with the
light of the gospel ministered to them
continually in simplicity awland in truth
all our meetings like the present
where there is congregated together theargestlargest representation of tilethe people oiof

god to be metint withavith in anany one place
still continue tobe characterizedd bbyy in-
structionstrst and teaching on those princi-
ples that it has ever beenveen the object of
our heavenly father and ofhis servants
to impress upon the minds of the
saints

now how shall we as the servants
and ministers of god expect to see in
ourselves and in the people to whom
our ministrations extend a permanent
and progressive improvement as the
fruits of our labors unless we to some
extent justly and truthfully compre-
hend thethe principles that are involved
in the work that is devolved upon us
it aappearsears to me as but consistent and
truthful that the enlightenment of the
people and the development in them of
the knowledge necessary for their bless-
ing and exaltation should legitimately
follow the development of knowledge
and a just comprehension of truth in
those who minister to them

welllvell we are almost all teachers and
preachers in some relationship in life
in some position in the community we
all put on the character of teachers
and when we take into account the sum
of the evils that exist as harriersbarriersharrlharri ers between
us and the enjoyment of a falness of
happiness when we consider what thesetheme
are to remove conquer and overcome
them should be our labor and if the
knowledge ofgod of truth and of the
uriurlprinciples of the gospel isis necessary to
thee accomplishment of this work it
should be our business as servants of
god and odtheof the people to learn this les-
son ourselves for it is evident to my
mind that our attention and devotion to
the truth and to such a course of action
as the knowledge of the truth would
suggest to us is that which should regu-
late us in life and the extent of our de-
votion to this is always marked and de-
terminedtermined by our appreciation of its
value

if we as a people were capable of ap-
preciatingpreeprecprecialatingting and had justly estimated the
counsels that have been impartedto us
continually in relation to what iais de-
nominated our temporal salvation our
devotion to the advice would have pro-
duced far different results there
would not have been as there is todayto day
a feeling to expostulate with the peo-
ple on the necessityof laying up and se-
curing to themselves bread agagainstdinst a
time of want there would not bee the
empty granariesgranariesranariesarles and the comparative
lack oftof thatlat which should exist in abun-
dance among the people

I1 do not know what name men may
give to the causes that have induced
this condition or tilingsthings anm my mind
there one reason ouronn
lack ofcomprehending the truth in rela-
tion to the nature of the work in which
we are engageden aged and that with all our
opportunities of acquiring knowledge
and getting understanding we are as
hasha been truthfully told us in the fafath-
erly

th
admonitions imparted to us during

this conference onionlyjust beginningeginning to
be saints only justjusI1 entering on that
work thefhe consummation of which will
make of us that kind of a people for
whom the lord says it is his business to
provide

nowhiow perhaps we may have been to
some extent presuming too much upon
the kindness charity and goodness of
our heavenly father weve may have
fancied perchance that he is pledged
to preserve us irrespective of the course
that we pursue simply because we have
supposed that we are saints because
we have been baptized into the church
but this truth cannot be too forcibly
impressed on our minds that if it isis
the business of the lord to provide for
his saints it is our business exclusive-
ly so to live that the lord may have
saints for whom to care and provide
whom he may protect and who may
securely rest beneath the shadow off his
wings enjoying the blessings of his pro-
tection against evil

but what is it that will constitute us
saints A knowledge of the work we
have to perform and then a faithful
humble undivided and unreserved de-
votion to its accomplishment that
will constitute us saints that will con-
stitute us teachers in the midst of the
people that will constitute us a people
to whom the of the priest-
hood will extend as a fofountain of bless-
ings

the attainment of this knowledge
the possession of this rich understand-
ing is that to which you and I1 must
reach ere we are established in the truth
beyond a chance of becoming unsettled
this is the way it appears to me my
paths may be crooked and my efforts
to attain to this position and condition
may be feeble and not only feeble but
they may be characterized by a corres-
ponding amount of improprietiesimproprietyes and
inconsistencies but this is what appears
to me to be the great object that is be-
fore menid that invites my exertions in

duces me to labor and struggle nunot till
I1 amrun wainworn out but i until I1 find tha re
aliza tion of my brightest hopes in the
possession of that which I1 seek

As the gospel presents itself to me as
the work of god is spread out before my
mind so I1 judge of it so I1 appreciate it
so I1 talk about it so I1 recommend it to
you my bretlbrethrenfren and sisters

it well says one when will we
learn that depends altogether upon
ourselves why says one will not
the lord have something to dodo with ltvit
the lord has to do wllwilwith it and if we
would be more careful about what we
should do instead of troubling ourselves
about what the lord should do it might
perhaps result in bringing us ioto the en-
joyment of greater and richer bless-
ingsin why the lord knows what to
dodo indandaudand he has no need of our instruc-
tiontion the lord is supposed by me at
any rate to be fully up to all that de-
volves upon him in relation to our-
selves the lord is waiting for us to
come along he is only waiting for us
to comein to that which it is our priv-
ilege to enjoy

some people may suppose perchance
that the channels of knowledge are notno i

open to all the perrleperriepeople as they are to the
few some may ccherisherish the idea that i

position0 or place in the church andfckingdom of god may make a vast diffe-
rence in the attainment of the bless-
ings requisite to our hazhaThappinesshappiness and to
our acceptance with gogodana to our pro-
gress as saints in the way of life po-
sition may make vast differences per-
chance but I1 do not know of an indi-
vidual so low I1 do not know of an in-
dividual so poor but what the fountains
of knowledge are as accessible to him as
to the highest as well to the last as to
the first it is not from the fact that
the fountain of knowledge is onionly openin
to the teachers among the peopeoplePTe ajrtthatat
they occupy their position the teach-
ers in the midst ofodthethe people are some-
thing like what we see in our schools
you go into our schools and if the
teacher has a large numnumberberofof pupils in
charge he very likely will have re-
course to this bit of policy he takes
some of his most advanced scholars and
gives them the position of teachers
amongst their school fellows and asso-
ciates well does this exalt them
above the character or capacity offuof pu-
pils no they are still learners in
the school 1 and it is just as necessary
for them tto0 continue their labor for the
acquisition of knowledge as before
this is the character of the teachteacherserseks in
israel that is as I1 view it this is the
way I1 vieve aaats a teacher in the

as one upon
devolved the duty ofextending the prin-
ciples

rin
of salvationsalsai to those around me

when I1 labor to teach or instruct I1 do
not feel that they whom I1 am instruct-
ing need instruction any more than I1
do myself I1 feel thatthab allali the necessity
that may exist for any increase of wis-
dom knowledge and understanding in
reference to the humblest soul in the
kingdom of god exists in all its force
for illeilieme

well with this feeling I1 look upon
the work of god I1 think of it I1 study
about it and then I1 make my efforts
for the accomplishment of the duties
that seem to devolve upon me and
when I1 getabt to know more and become
wiser with that increase ofwisdom shall
not need to tell anybody it will be
evinced in increased propriety of action
to the accomplishment of what I1 seek
to accomplish what duty then de-
volves upon us as the ministers of god
the priesthood dispersed and living
among the people why we should
seek for the development in our-
selves of that knowledge without which
we tell the people that neither they nor
we can be exalted to glory and great-
ness

but says my brother vewe must
tell the people they should be correct in
the duties of life in its multiplied de-
tails yes this is good this must be
but what is it that will correct all these
matters my neighbor kindly takes me
by the hand todayto day and sassays bro
lymanbyman you can walk in this that or
the other direction it is safe it may
be ground that I1 have not explored and
do not understand and I1 feel that his
direction and instruction are a blessing
tometobeto me so is that a blessing which shall
lead and guide the people until tilethe
I1 day shall dawn and the day star shall
arise in their hearts whether it be the
kindly instruction of teachers who live
in their midst and with whom they
meet and associate from time to time
or whether it be the suggestions of the
written history of those who have lonionlongiong9
since passed away it makes no differ-
ence the history or record contained
in the bible presenpresentstsanan example of the
right and it is suggestive of right to
those who read it and upon the same
principle that what could be saidsald to you

by the living leacher haigi suggestive of
the trutruth

now tillhllltithisil 1 appears totobebe what we need
we want to have understanding de-
veloped within us well what is it
perhaps if I1 were to describe my notions
and views of things it would not be the
same as if described by some other man
one of the ancient apostles spoke of un-
derstandingderstanding in such a way that we can
judge something of what his views were
in regard to it said he we know
that jesus has come it was a great
Cuquestionestion times among
the immediate successors of jesus has
jesus come or has he not has jesus
been and died or is itift an imposture
the same as it is about the saints
now Is this the work of god or is it
an imposture well now says the
apostle I1 when that the son of god has
come and has given us understanding
to determine between those that serve
god and those who do not this is
what we want we want understanding
that we may know for ourselves that
this is the work of god why until
this is developed within us there is a
chance for uncertainty to hang around
and cling to us and a possibility that
our feet may be moved from the path of
rectitude and truth we may be like
men whom I1 have seen that have
traveled for a score of years with and
have labored in the church and have
suffered that is about as faroarar as men
have suffered who haveha not died and
then after the expiration of this time
we find them floating off to the cast andand
to the west to the north and to the
south I1 why good brother whatchatisis the
matter I1 did not believe youyow would
ever have left the church allailaliah saideaid
liehe I1 have not found it was said to
be 21 such individuals have not under-
standingstanding developed within them they
do not knownow that this is the work of
god the apostle ing ancient times
knew that jesus had come because of
the gift of understanding by which he
was able to determine for himself ititisis
this understanding that when de-
veloped in the mind or soul of a man
sets aside all uncertainty and silences
all doubt uncertainty deldeidepartsTarts from the
mind at once and the soul settles in
unbroken undisturbed tranquility and
repose so far as the nature of the work
in which it is engaged is concerned and
the language of that soul is 1I know
that this is the work of god

now I1 we I1 as the ministers of god
called from among the people to labor
among them should remember all the
time that it is our first great duty to
learn ourselvesnurourselves an i ihni n knoknowledgeW edge
and understanding ourselves and then

0o usouse all the judgment and understand-
ingng with which god may favor and
bless us to enlighten the people and ioto
lead them onward

but says one the people have been
taught for years and they hayehave not yet
learned when will they learn I1 will
ttellteile 1 yoyouu when they have been taught
I1longiong0ng eenoughough they will learn how
Jjust as you and I1 when we went to
school we had to study our lessons
until we could master them and then
that labor was completed

I1 am glad of this continuous principle
that seems to markmard the character of the
work of god if we do not learn in
two five ten twenty or thirty years
the truth that would make us free still
the opportunity is open still the chance
is afforded us to learn and to mend our
crooked ways this is why I1 love the
gospel this is what first fixed a deedeepP
and abiding regard for it in my affec-
tions the mercy that was in it the
kind forbearance that seemed toitolto havehayelave
a life like the life of the almaimalmightyaty
eternal that would never die

let us be encouraged to hope for such
an increase of intelligence among the
people the fruit of the labors and
ministrations of the ministry in their
midst as shall developeddevelope increasing
perfection of action among thothe people
and that by and bye they will know
enough of themselves to adopt such a
policy as would enrich and save them
temporally

well says one would they not get
spiritually saved if they were not tem-
porally saved I1 do not know twantI1 want
to be saved and I1 would like to be tem-
porally11 auand spiritually saved if there
should be any dimmiediffiedifferencerence between them
I1 want them both this is the salva-
tion us if we had that spiritual
salvation which in the language of the
savior constitutes eternal life the
knowledge of god an understanding of
the principles of salvation if we had a
sufficiency of divine wisdom in that
light would vanish all these dark clouds
that exist around uaus asna so many draw-
backs to our prosperity and to our pro-
gress in the way of life in that light
we would be able to appreciate the value
of doing right above that of doing
wrong thisthibiiis 1ies the way the mattormatter


