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NEPHITE REMAINS—-INTEREST-
ING PICTURE.

Sclentific antiquarians seek in the
ancient hievoglyphics of the eastern
hemisphere, to find testimony corrobo-
rative of the historiec records of times
and ages long since buried with the
past. They have been very successful
in their labors, and those silent rem-
nants of ancient greatness snd power

speak in languoage that iz well under- |

stood, and reveal many secrets that
would otherwise be hidden from man.

Bnt this continent, which furnishes
subjects for the antiquarian’s labor and
skill, equalling if not exceeding any-
thing to be found in the old world, is’
measurdbly unnoticed by them. The
remains of mighty nations, destroyed
many centuries agzo, whose history is
contained in the Book of Mormoa, still’
exist in massive grandeur at least a
thonsand years after those whose art
and science gave them form and fiuish
have passed away, as if preserved by
the proteeting hand of Deity, to staud
forth cor rulmrau\ru of .the; authuutmity
of the history of tliis continent revealed
by Him thirough Joseph the Prophet in
this dispensation. A few travelers have
penetrated the fastnesses and wilds of
Yucatan and other places where most
of these monumental remains have as
yet “been” found, and 'have 'préscnted
skeiches and diseriptions of them tothe
world; yet but little .ﬁumpil'aﬁm'bly is
known conc arniug them.: i i

The subjeet is one of much Tiiterést to
the Latter-day S4inté, these remains
being strong cullateml evidence in favor
of the Book ﬂf Mormon, as eastern liier-
oglyphics and monumental’ rains eon-
firm the, written history of the ¢oun-

tries in which they are found.  The.

acecount of the discovery of .ancient
ruins in Central America was not given

to the world until about 1839, some ten

years after the Book of Mormon was
~ published; and where that aneient his-
tory speaks of great cities standing at
one time, these ruins were discovered.
We . were much gratified the other
day, Wh.ﬂﬁrl!l the gallery of Savage &
Ottinger, to sc« & picture illustrative of
and embodying man,y of ‘these ancient
ruins, painted by Geo. M. Ottinger, and
which is on exhibition, forsale, in the
galléry. - As a work of art the picture
is entitled to take high rank, and con-
siderable time has been nncupietl in
producing it; yet while the subject gives
ample room for the warm and vigorous
fancy of the artist to display itself, that
fancy is confined to the grouping to-

gether in an artistic manner several |

highly interesting and impressive
monumental remains, in their sur-
roundings, and in the air of grandeur
and t&nllty thrown around the scene.
The objects themselves are-reproduced
with fidelity totruth, and@ mathematical
‘aceuracy, so that the student of ancient
Ameriean history, as he peruses the
Book of Mormon, ean see in the picture,
‘not the imaginative creation of the
artist, but a faithful representation of
wurka of art erected centuries ago by
the people whose miraculous travels,
increasing ' greatness and sudden de-
‘struction he finds therein chronieled.
As a deuripthm of the pieture will,
we think, be interesting, we give it,

i

| the Aztees,” though it seems The Last

premising that it is named "*'T'he Last of

of the Nephites would be more hﬁturiﬂ-
ally eorrect,

To the left centre of the picture, away
in the distance, a pyramid of eight plat-
forms is seen, ‘This pyramid is situated
about three leagucs west of thesite of
old Tepexe, Tehuantepee, in Mexico.
M. Dupaix says concerning it:—‘“The
space which this building covers is im-
mense, but its situation precludes the
pussibility of accurate measurement.
The walls aré constructed of square
stones, cemented with a durable mortar
of lime and sand. It stands on the
projecting angle of a rock, surrounded
by vast precipices; while innumerable
serpents, fostered by a ¢limate so in-
tensely hot as that of Lower Misteca,
lurk in its recesses and guard its moul-
dering walls from intrusion.”

Cutting the bas¢ of the pyramid is
seen the wood-covered mound of the
ancient “Mouand builders,”” throwing
out in fine relief, in the centre of the
picture, the “Castello” of Tuloom,
which has been bappily discribed by
Stephens in his incidents of travel in
Yuecatan., This building, including the
wings, measures a hundred feet in
length. - The grand stair case is thirty
feet wide, with twenty-four steps, and
has a substantial-stone balustradc on
each side, still in good preservalion,

- The time of the year.chosen is evidently
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the thought nnd execution of an artist,

immediately after the rainy seasob,
shown by the water collected at the foot
of the staircase; and in a summer’s
afternoon, with the eyerrecurring bloom

ing the ruined walls wilh ?egetatiun’
lovely hues, and flinging an airof life
over the crumbling stones, the lonely
man leans forward in silence and sor-
row, the monumental ‘remains of his
nntlnn’ﬁ greatness above and around

at his feet as if mocking his despair;
beside him are the idols his people !
worshipped after their fathers left the
worship of the true God; fragments and
ruins of the past surround him; his raee
is._gone; the sun of their power and
greatness hagset ina longnight of dark-
ness; the sombre shadow of their ruined
temples seem scarcely as gloomy as his
own thoughts, while the clond of death
is slowly creeping over him, as he sits
there, the last living representative of a
once m:ghty penple The tone of the

artistic blendings and grotipings which
it displays led us to hope for another of
a more extensive charaeter from the
same hand, for which, we understand,
br. Ottinger . has ample materials in

of nature springing upall around, deck- |

him. Trepical plants grow luxuriantly |

they may have'to spare before the mar-
ket beeomes glutted. This is where

error begins to work in the matter, and

that error involves not only a financial
mistake, but manifests a lack of appre-
ciation of the bounties of Providence.
Few il any men work harder for their
living than those who till the soil. - Are
the prices which they now receive for
their surplus produce fairly remunera-
tive, when compared with the prices
received for other kinds of labor? We
think not. How much less so, then,
would they be if the price of produce
was still lower than it is at present? A
little calculation may help. to elucidate
this plainér, Ten acres would likely be
as much as one man could cultivate.
We will take a wheat crop as the stand
ard of comparison and caleulation, be-
cause that is one of the principal pra-
ducts of exportation, on which much of
our Territorial trade is based. Letuﬂ
guppose a crop to average forty bushels
to the aere,which all will admit would
be a most unusual and excessively large
average, His ten acres would thus

picture is warm and glowing, and the | produce four-hundred bushels of wheat.

Sell this at two dollars a bushel, and he
has eight hundred dollars for his labor.
But seed grain has to be taken from
this, and feed for team, which will re-
duce the gross total. It iseven supposed .

several hundred notes and sketches of
ancient Nephite remains, °| '

giving it an unusually imposing charae-

once contained ornaments, and in thé
centrs are fr%lnenm of a statue still re-.
maining, ,

To the right of the picture rices the

apes, Mexiﬂu. M. Dupaix, degeribing
it,'says it is a equare pyramidical tower,
fut_lr stories - of which are still remain-
ing. Teo every story there are four win-
dows, one on cach side. The circum-
ference of, the base is a hundred and
twenty feet, eacly side being thirty feet.

He adds: “the tower is remarkable for
symmetry, and the elégance of its con-
struction, the whole exterior havi mg an
air of simple grandeur. .

In front of the tower, and in the r:ght
fnmgmund of the pmturﬂ. is an angle of
the célebrated Palace of Palenque, which
|is amply described by Stephens. Tts
base is obleng, and aboul three hun-

deereasing fowards the summit. The
existence of such buildings, outrivalling
many of the medieval structures of the
old world, tells of a people among
whom ‘architeeture must have made
considerable progress, while their mas-
sive remains indicate a perioed when
terrible strife between contending pow-
ers demanded great strength in all im-
portant buildings. : The wars of the
Nephites and Lamanites, related in the
Book of Mormon, and the immense
hosts of men engaged in those wars,
afford a key to understand why such
structures should have been ereeted, as
the ancient castles and massive abbaya
of Burope point to the times of feudal
warfare, when might was right and the
strong arm and keen sword exerecised
most powerful rule,

On the left foreground of the picture |
in deep shadow, is the Casa de Mongas,
so named by the Spaniards,of Uxmal. |
This beautiful building has béen very
interestingly described by Stephens,
whose entire work would well repay

perusal, At the footof this building is |
seen a staiicase found at Chi Chen, It-
za, Yucatan, by Btephens. Leaning
against the Palace of Palenque is the
figure of a Mexican idol, now in the
British Museum. Further to the left is
another idol, which was in the possess-
donof M. Latour Allard, of Paris, befove
which, reclining in despondeney, is the
solitary figure of a lone priest, “The
last of the Aztees.”’

remurkable tower at Pﬂlenque, in (,hi-,

ai this rate that he does all the work,
harvests the grnin himself, thrashes it

Among other authorities fromm which { out, takes it to market and receives the

ter, In the doorway of thetop bullding he has extraeted,-and to which refer-
are two colamns, making three ¢n-|ence may be made for

trances, the recesses of all of whiph | may name the Book of Mormon; Lpl‘d

Kingsbury's Mexican Authmdes,a race;
work only two eopies of which we un-

| derstand are in the United Btates* Ste-

phens and Catherw nuﬁ’s tmvela in
Central Ameriea and. Yueatan; Nox-
man’s rambles in Yuﬁahﬂ Glaﬂgem'
H.istory of Mexico, @ﬂ B0, , e

We do not knnw, of course, who will |

beeome the possessor of the picture, nor
the price demanded for it; but we wili

[ venture to say that 1t will be the-attrac-

tion of the gallery whi‘le it remmns on
exhibition. Itis wachalculutad to glve
agood conception,swith very brief study,
of the power, greatness and works of
the once mighty Nephite people, long
since destroyed for their wickedness.
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PLAIN HINTS TO FAL WIET S AND
OTHERS.

The indications for tlh'e cuming'har-

dred yards in circumference, gradually | vest are thus far very favorable. Cheer-
ing reports continue toreachus from ali |

parts of the Territory. The abundanee

pnrﬁiﬁnlal‘s w e]

pay. The "supposition, if at all unfair,
is. so to the agriculturist, who has to
keep up the wear and tear of farming
implements, 16 nicet losses of various
kinds, and W‘tmsa avesage crop in the
most favorable. times would nof near
approach the quantity assumed;  per-

would be nﬁarer an averuge in agood
season,

But it may I:la urg*ed thm; uthar erops
pay better than wheat.. If so, the de-
mand for them, through & ; va.r!ety of
cireundstances, is ‘measurably low, and
the breadth of land planted with' het.tel‘
paying crops anust be proportionately
limited. Wheat has been named. for
the reason stated, and may be fairly
taken as the ‘most corfect basis of com-
parison that could be n.ssumed here,

Further, in what part of the Territory
will any average ten acres of land yield
an income of eight hundred dollars?
Nowhere. Yel this is not merely the
pay for the labor of one man, but of a
team as well, which must be employed
in the ﬁultivntinn, at leust part of the

of rain which has fallen has rendered | time; and if otherwise used involves

irrigation almost needlens, in many
places, up to the present(; and the small

grain and other crops are growing ra-

pidly in great abundance. This is the
nature of the information which we
have 'been receiving, .and cerlain
thoughts have been induced by it,
which, thrown before the publie may
have an influence, however limlted in
directing attention to a subject of much
importance that is eclosely eonnected
with the present flatterin & prowpects for
heavy crops at harvest.

Mankind are prone to trade upun
eventualities and probabilities. Many
men of moderate incomes with a good

| prospect of those incomes becoming

larger, will increase their expenses,
some in ope way, some Iin another,
whether to adept & different style of.
living which they think they can see a
way to afford, to make improvements,
or in something else that involves in-
creased outlay. Wiser men will wait
until they have the surety of possession;

and then they will move with caution.

This is a trait ef human pature zo gen-
erally known that it is needless to ex-
patiate on ity With a prospective
abundant harvesi before us, many peo-
ple will be apt to reason that a large
yield of grain will be sure to reduce the
price to i low figure, lower even than it
is now, and that it will be as well, if

The ideality of the picture indicates

not better, for-them to dispose of any

other expense. If more land is culti-
vated, help must be hired aud paid for.
On thia caleulation the labor of a man

half dollars a day. True, thereare some
other ways by which hém increase
his property:—by keeping cows, pigs,
pnultry, &e.y ﬂ.nd raising stock, But
this involves other labor, of wife and
children, which is worth a ecertaiw.
amount in dollars and eents; there is an
outlay also of ﬂapltal in the first pur-
chase of these sources of incoine which
claims a pereentage as interest on in-

hours of labor of the farmer and amount
of pay he actually receives for his pro-
duee, with the hours of labor ‘employed
and the amount of wages received by
those who are engaged in other oceupa«
tions, and the query is immediately
answered,” whether the agriculturist
receives as fair a remuneration for his
labor at present prices as he ought to do
under the circumstances,

If the coming harvest sh ould beonly

than a full average, would the price of
produce increase or decrease? Were
anything to occur to the growing crops
that ‘would lead to such a result, the
price of fleur and grain would quickly
run up. Would it not be policy on the
part of pradncers to net ag though their

barvest would not be, and, when it

L

haps twenty-five bushels to the acre :

and his team is worth some two and a

half an average crop instead of more -

vested principal. Now, compare the




