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ople here, those who know the law of God

t will not abide it. They have to be talked
t:} and we have to keep talking to them, and
talking to them, until by and by they will for-
sake their evils and turn round and become,
Fuud people, or take up their line of march and |

eave us. -

I have reflected much upon the true charac-
ter of mankind, pertaining to the gospel of sal-
vation, and more particularly in re‘;erenr:e to
the character of that portion of mankind that
is here in the capacity in which we now are.
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for a time of need; though I understand that
some of them are trying to sell it. Poor men
and women who have had to beg for the last
six months, and who have had nothing but what
they obtained through charity, but who have
now obtained a few bushels of wheat, are rea-
dy to sell it for something of no intringic worth,
trusting in God to provide for them. This is!
inconsistent to me.

ITow shall I present consistent faith and re-|
ligion, go that you may comprehend the sub- |
jeet? I will do my best, and leave the event |

How hard it is for people to see and understand
things as they are. allude, in my remarks,

to this people who do refliect, and who profess ' that I should have implicit faith in our God;! cisely one.

with God. T beliéve, according to my under- |

standing of the principles of eternal truth,

to believe in a Supreme Being, the Creator of  and when we are where we have no hely for

the heavens and the earthy who have profess- | ourselves in the case of diseases, that we have | as far as possible, as faras fallen nature will
ed, by their acts, that God has spoken in the | the right to ask the Father, in the name of | let us, as far as we can get faith and knowl-
last days, that unto us hie has revealed his will; ' Jesus, to administer by his power and heal the | edge to understand ourselves, that the interest

that he has given unto us the oracles of divige |
truth, the gospel of life and salvation, with the
privilege of making sure unto ourselves eter-
nal lifey this is the people 1 am now preaching
to, and unto whom 1 wish to address my few
remarks,

How slow many of us are to believe the
things of God, O how slow. How many men
and women can I find here who place implicit
confidence in their God? Perhaps vou might
wish an explanation with regard to the term I
here make use of. I will acknowledze my in-
ability to explain, to the fullest extent, what I
regard as implicit confidence in our God; the
reason of this is the ten thousand opinions that
people have,

If T were to urge that we ought to have im-
plicit confidence in the power and willingness
of our God to sustain us by doing everything for
us,that would cut the thread of my own faith, it

Mand the community that works together, heart

| sick, and I am sure it will be done to those who |
'have implicit confidence in him.

Again, in regard to food, implicit faith and

thing we can to gnstain and preserve ourselves;

and hand, to accomplish this, their efforts will
be like the efforts of one man. The past year
was a hard one for us with regard to provi-
gions, but I never had one faltering feeling in
reference to this community’s suffering, pro-
vided all had have understood their religion and |
lived it.
and live it; others make a profession, without |
understanding their religion, and do not live it;|
consequently there has been a lack of union o
effort to sustain ourselves, which has made it
very hard for the few.

Suppose that we had done our best and had
not raised one bushel of grainthis year, I have

would run courter te many of my ideas in re-

human family. On the other hand, how much

confidence shall I have in God?

what I can see, hear, and understand. I have
no confidence that wheat will grow here. unless
I put it into the ground; or that I will have
food to eat, unless I take the proper steps for
raising it, or purchase it from those that have
it.”” Both of these points are true in part, but
the minds of the people are more or less be-

clouded.
Toe explain how much confidence we should

our crops, if we still proved faithful to our!
God and to our religion, I have confidence to
believe that the Lord would send manna and
flocks of quails to us. But he will not do this,

if ;.re murmur, and are neglectful and disuni-
ted.

cut off from those resources, from our provi-
sions, the Lord can fill these mountains and
valleys with antelope, mountain sheep, elk, deer

have in God, were I using a term to suit my-
self, I should say implicit confidence, I have
faith in my God, and that faith corresponds
with the works I produce. Ihave ne confi-
dence in faith without works. Shall I explain
this? I donot think I can fully present the
idea to your understanding, but I will a portion
of it; and to do so, I will refer to a circum-
stance that transpired in Nauvoo. A Presi-
dent of the Elders’ Quorum, old father Baker,
was called fipon to visit a very sick woman, a
gister in the church; they sent for him to lay
hands uponher. It wgs a very sickly time, and
there was scarcely a person to attend upon the
gick, for nearly all were afflicted. Father Ba-
ker was one of those tenacious, ignorant, self-
willed, over-righteous elders, and when he went
into the house he enquired what the woman
wanted. She told him that she wished him to
lay hands upon her. Father Baker saw a tea
pot on the coals, and supposed that there was
tea in it, and immediately turned upon his
heels, saying, “God don’t want me tolay hands
on those who do not keep the word of wisdom,”
and he went out. He ﬁd not know whether
the pot contained catnip, pennyryal, or some
other mild herb, and he did not wait for any
one to tell him. That class of people are ig-
norant and over-righteous, and they are not in
the true line, by any means,

You may go to some people here, and ask
what ails them, and they will answer, “I don’t
know, but we feel a dreadful distress in the
stomach and in the back; we feel all out of
order, and we wish you to lay hands upon us.”
“Have you used any remcdies?” “No. We
wish the elders to lay bands upon us, and we
have faith that we shall be healed.” " That is
very inconsistent, according to my faith. If
we are sick and ask the Lord to heal us. and
to do all for us that is necessary to be done,
according to my understanding of the gospel
of salvation, I might as well ask the Lord to
cause my wheat and corn to grow, without my
]I::lnwing the ground and casting in the seed.—

t appears consistent to me to apply every rem-
e;]g at comes within the range of my know-
ledge, and to ask my Father in heaven, in the
name of Jesus Christ, to sanctify that appli-
cation to the healing of my body; to another
this may appear inconsistent,

If a person afflicted with a eancer should
come to me and ask me to heal him, I would
rather go to the grave yard and try toraise a dead
person, comparatively speaking. But suppose
we were traveling inthe muunf'alnu, and a.l]D
had or could get, in the shape of nourishment,
was a little venison, and one or two were taken

e

sick, without anything in the world in the!

shape of healing medicine within our reach,

what should we do? According to my faith, |

ask the Lord Almighty to send an angel to heal
the sick. This is our privilege, when so situ-
ated that we cannot get anything to help our-
selves. Then the Lord and his servanis can
G0 all.  But itis my duty to do, when I have
it in my power. Mauny people are unwilling
to do one thing for themselves, in case of sick=
ness, but ask God to do it all. {

A gorl ion of our community have go teutch
confidence in God, even men and women in this
city, that if you put in their possession five
bushels of wheat, they will digpose of it and
trust in God for their food for & yeéar to come.
To me this is inconsistent; I Know nething
about the consistency of such a confidenze in
God. But tome it is consistent for the poor

we | tends to train us until we find out. This year,

and other animals; he can cause the buffale to
take a stampede on the east side of the Rocky
Mountains and fill these mountains and valleys
with beef; 1 have just that confidence in my
God. I have confidence enough to believe that
if we had not raised our own provisions this
year, and had have proved true and faithful to
our God and to our religion, that the Lord

quence of that which the fall’
me. Ihave just told vou that I have no lack of
confidence in the Lord’s sustaining this people; | earth.
I never had one shadow of doubt on &

!

the old, much sooner than if it was ground
alone; for the old clay soon mixes with the
new and makes the whole lump passive. It
we apply our hearts to these things, we shall
soon learn to have our interests one here onthe

yourself?” I do, I can see that I yet lack con-
fidence, to some extent, inhim whom I trust.—
Why? Because I have not the power, in conse-
s brought upon

ati The principles of eternity and eternal exal-

point. | tation are of no use to us, unless they are

But through the power of fallen nature, brought dewn to our capacities so that we
unmethingi rises up within me, at times that practise them in our lives. We must learnthe
measurably draws a dividing line between my | principles of government, must learn ourselves,
interest and the interest of my Father in hea- | the eternal governmeut of our God, the interest
ven; something that makes my interest andthat the Fallier has here on the earth and the
the interest of my Father in heaven not pre-  interest that we have; then we will place our
' interest with the interest of our Father and
God, and will have no self-interest, no inter-
“est only in his kingdom that is set up on the

I know that we should feel and understand,

Some few understand their religion'ject or interest that we have, aside from our

) * _ confidence enough in my God to believe that we |
gard to the dealings of the Almighty with the|conld stay here, and not starve to death. If havebeen gathered with us but a short time.
all our cattle had died through the severity of | He is the God and Father of our spirits; he

One says, “I|the past winter, if the insects had cut off all devised the plan that produced our tabernacles,
have no confidence in him, any further than

Not having breadstuff nor manna, if we are |

 for some being for whom

 be.

‘own interest, you promote his.

would have given us a little bread, even though
he should have to put it in the minds of the peo-
ple in the States to go to California and
gon, and to load their wagons with sugar, flour
and everything needed, more than they cnulti
consume, and cause them to leave their super-
Iahundance here, as some did a great quantity
of clothing, dried fruit, tools, and various oth-
er useful articles, in 1849, the first season that
large emigrating companies passed through this
valley to California. 1 could then buy a vest
for twenty-five cents, that would now sell here
for two or three dolldrs; and coats could be
bought for a dollar each, such as are now sel-
ling for fifteen dollars. " |

This is my confidence in ‘my God.” I am no
more concerned about this people’s suffering
unto death, than I am concerned about the sun’s
falling out of its orbit and ceasing to shine on
this earth again. I know that we should have
that confidence in God; this has been my expe-
rience, I have been led into this confidence by
the miraculous providences of God. My im-
| plicit confidence in God causes me to husband
L every iota of property he gives mej I will take
the best care of my farm, I will prepare my
ground as well as I can, and putin the best
seed I have got, and trust in God for the re-
sult, for it is the Lord that gives the inecrease.

I will illustrate by relaticg a circumstance
which occurred this summer. A certain broth-

re- |

er scwed a field with wheat, and he has been
afraid, and afraid, all summer, about the water,
saying, “when shall be get the water? We
shall quit farming, for I am tired of it.” I
said to him, it is God that gives the increase,
and it is for us to do the best we can; and if
there is no water for the grain, he is close by
and is careful to give the increase, when it is
necessary. This brother had sowed five or six
acres; and the straw was so short that a per-
tion of the crop had to be pulled, and when
thrashed, he had over one hundred and seventy
bushels of wheat.

The Lord wishes to show this people that
he is close by, that he walks in our midst daily,
and we know but little about himj yet he in-

I think, gives us a positive manifestation of the
hand of our God in giving the increase. I do
not know that any person can cavil upon that
question any wmore, and say that it is all in ac-
cordance with natural philosophy, as the world
term it.

Natural philosophy, as you and I understand
it, wou!ld not have produced one bushel of grain
where we now have ten. I would like the

hilésopher to make it appear how the trees
Eave grown 8o luxuriantly this year, with so
little water. Have you ever before seen the
weeds flonrish so fmﬁg on these dry hills?—
Look at your grain; though much of it is so
low that you have to pull it, can yon tell what
it is that has caused the kernels to be so num-
erous and plump? Let the natural philosopher
tell the reason, if he can; he cannot do it.

_After all that has been said and done, after
he has led this people so long, do you not per-
ceive that there is a lack of confidence in our

man, or woman. that has been gleaning wheat,
and has saved five or ten bushels, to lay it up

God?" Can you perceive it in yourselves? You

nal Godhead.

may ask, *Br. Brigham, do you perceive it in

of that God whom weserve is our interest, and
that we have no other, neither in time nor in
eternity. I

confidence in God is for you and I to do every-| If I'have aninterest in any object, but should ' bei

mot live to enjoy that object, LFuu can perceive |
that it is cut off from me, and that my interest |
and my hopes are gone, so far as worldly things |
are concerned. If any one has an interest in
an nh]iect that is changeable, in anything of an
earthly nature, and is separated from it, it can
be of but little use to him, and should cease to
be an object of great care, or desire. Any ob-
“ather in heaven, will be taken from us, and
though we may seem to enjoy it here, in eter-
nity we shall be deprived of it.
onsequently, I say that we have no true
interest, only conjointly with our Father in
heaven. We are his children, his sons and|
daughters, and this should not be a mystery to
this people, even though there are many who

the houses for our spirits to dwell in.

My interests are with his, yours are there,
and 1if -you, seemingly, have any ioterest any
where else, it will be severed from you, an
you will never enjoy it. Still there is a feeling |
which has come by the fall, by transgres-
sion, in the heart of every person, that his
interest is individually to himself; and that if
he serves God, or does angthing for him, it is

e has no particular
concern. This isa mistaken idea; for every
thing you do, every act you perform, every du-
ty incumbent upon you, is solely for yoar in-
terest in God, and no where else, neither can it

When you promote His interest, you pro-
mote your own; and when you promote your
3 When you
gain a title of glory, or any good thing, you
gain this to your Father in heaven as well as
to yourself. And every object you are in pur-
suit of, should be that that will pertain to
eternity, and let time take care of itself, only
be sure to do the duties pertaining to it.

If we can see and realise that -our interests
are hid in God, and that we can have no in-
terest any where else, perhaps we can learn
obedience faster than we now do. Many think,
‘well, I am an independent character; I do not
like to be counseled, governed, or controlled; I
wish to do as I please,” That feeling, in a de-
gree. is in every person.

There is an impulse in man that separates
his interest from the interest of his God, and
the interest of our Father inheaven from ours.

This must be learned so that you can dis-
cern it in yourselves, so that you can apPI_v all
your efforts, every act of your lives, to the in-
terest that pertains to your eternal exaltation.

It in this world we had every object that we
could desire, of an earthly nature, do you not
understand that death would separate us from
it? You can understand that naturally. A
man possessing thrones, kingdoms, and power,
leaves them when he is laid in the grave.

Now suppose that you let the common mode
of reflection and practice reach into eternal
things, upon the same principle you would
have a selfish interest in eternity; you would
there be.to yourself, by yourself, and for your«
self, regardless of every other creature.” But
the truth is, yon are not going to have a sepa-
rate kingdom; T am not going to have a sepa-
rate kingdom; it is not our prerogative to have
it on this earth. _

If you have a kingdom and a dominion here,
it must be concentrated in the head; if we are
ever prepared for an eternal exaltation, we
must be concentrated in the head of the eter-
_ Why? Because every thin
else is up{maed to that kingdom, and the heir o
that kingdom will keep up the warfare with
that opposing power untifdeath is destroyed,
and him that hath the power of it; not annihi-
lated, but sent back to native element. He

will never cease to contend with the opposite ,‘

power, with that power that contends against
the heir of this earth; consequently, if we
fancy that we have an independent interest
here and in the world to come, we shall fail
in getting any of it.

Your interest must be concentrated in the
head on the earth, and all of onr interest must
center in the Godhead in eternity, and there is
no durable interest in any other channe).

I desire the people to consider whether they
have any faltering in their feelings, any misgziv-
ings, or lack of confidence in their God. If they
have, they should seek, with all the spirit and
power they are in possession of until they can
understand the principle of eternity and eternal
exaltation, and then apply the actions of their
lives to these principles, that they ma
be prepared to enjoy that which their "hearts
now anticipate and desire. If we will learn
these things correctly and advance, and ad-

'them into my care

go to? To naught, to con

vance, and continue to advance, though the
new clay may be continually thrown into the
mill, we will bring it to the same pliability as

earth; then we will begin and apply these prin-
ciples in our lives,

How shall we apply them? We must learn
that we have not one farthing’s worth of any-
thing in heaven, earth, or hell, not even our own

ng. -

W'i have been brought forth on this earth,
organized for the purpose of giving us an op-
portunity of proving ourselves worthy to pos-
sess something by and bye.

We make farms, build fine houses, get pos-
sessions around us, and these we cail ours,
when not a dime’s worth of them is either yours
or mine., This is what we must learu.

I have much property in my possession, and

., we use the terms, *my farm, my house, my cat-

tle, my horses, my earriage,? &ec., but the fact
is we do not truly own anything; we never did
and never will, until many long ages after this.
We seemingly have property; we have gold
and silver in our possessien, and houses and
lands, and goods, &c. Thesethings we are ac-
customed to call ours, but that is for the want
of understanding,

Every man and woman has got to feel that
not one farthing of anything in their possession
is rightfully theirs, in the sirict sense of own-
ership. When we learn this lesson, where will
be my interest and my effort? I do not own
anything—it is my Father’s. How ceme [ by
my possessions? His@providence has thrown

; he has appointed me a
steward over them, and I am his servant, his
steward, his hired man, one with whom he has
placed certain property in charge for the
time being, that is, pertaining to the things of
this world.

Bays one, ‘it was preached, thirty years age,
that nothing belongs to us, and, if I have a thou-
sand dollars, to at once give it all to the poor.’
That is your enthusiasm and ignorance. Were
you to make an equal distribution of property
to-day, one year would not pass before there
would be as great an inequality as now.

How could you ever get a people equal with
regard to their possessions? They never cam
be, no more than they can be in the appearaunce
of their faces.

Are we equal? Yes. Wherein? We are

equal in the interest of eternal things, in our
God, not aside from him.
. Webehold church property, and not one far-
thing of il is yours or mine. Of the posses-
gions that are called mine, my individual pop-
erly, not a dollar’s worth is mine; and of all
that you seem to possess, not a dollar’s worth
is yours.

id youn ever organize a tree, gold, silver, or
any other kind of .metal, or any other natural
production? No, you have not yet attained to
that power, and it will be ages befere you do.
Who owns all the elements with which we are
commanded and permitted to operate? The
Lord, and we are stewards over them. It is
not for me to take the Lord’s property placed
under my charge and wantonly distribute it; I
must do with it as he tells me. In my stew-
ardship I amn not to be guided by the mere
whims of humnan folly, by those who are more
ignorant than I am, not by the lesser power,
but by the superior and wiser.

Those who are in favor of an equality in
property say that that is the doctrine taught in
the New Testament. True the Savior said to
the young man, ‘go and sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor,and thou shalt have treas-
ure in heaven, and come and follow me,’ in or-
der to try him and prove whether he had faith
or not,

Inthe days of the apostles, the brethren sold
their possessions and laid them at the aposties’
feet. And where did many of those brethren

{uainn and destruc-
tion. Could those apostles keep the church
together, on those grinciples? No. Could
they build up the kingdom on those principles?
No, they never could. Many of those persons
were good men, but they were filled with en-
thusiasm, insomuch that if they owned a little
possession they would place it at the feet of
the apostles. .

Will such a course sustain the kingdom? No.
Did it, in the days of the apostles? No. Such
a policy would be the ruin of this people, angd
scatter them to the four winds. 'Wpe are to bd
Enided by superior knowledge, by a higher in-

nence and power.

The superior is not to be directed by the in-
ferior, consequently yon need not ask me to
throw that which the Lord has put into my
hands to the four winds. If, by industrious hab-
its and honorable deal, you obtain thousands or
millions, little or much, it is your duty to use
all that is put in yourpossession, as judicion=-
:jy as you have knowledge, to build up the king-

om of .God‘ on the earth. Let this people
equalize their means, and it would be one of
the greatest injuries that could be done to

-

Yithem. During the past season those who lived

theirreligion acted upon the principles thereof
by extending the hand of charity gnd benevo-
lence to the poor, freel diatributing and dis-
tributing their flour and other provisions, yet I
am fearful that that mode was an injury instead
;L:L real good, although mu c"iemgned for




