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peopleeople here those who know the lawlavy of godtgutbutut will not abide it they have to iebe talked
to and we have to keep talking to them and ii

talking
thit

tto them until by and by they will for
sake heirlr evils and tuturnrn round and become
roodgoodnood people or take up their line of march and I1

leave us
I1 have reflected much upon the true charac

trotter of mankind pertainingperta inin to the gospel of sal
ration and more particularlyparticularly in reference to
the character of that portion of mankind that
is here in the capacity in which we now are
how hard it is for pepeoplee to see and understand
things as they arearc oraotaI1 allude1 lude in my remarks
to histhibbis people who do reflectedt and who profess
to alieebl iee in a supreme being the creator of
hethe and the earth mhowho have profess-

ed bby their acts that god has spoken in the
last lyshysdays that untoonto us liehe has revealed his will
that he has givongiven unto us the oracles of divia
truth the gospel ft4 life and salvation with th

e of m i0 P sutesure unto ourselvesselves eter
miimil liffehf thisthib is 1herle r opleopie I1 am now preapreachingpreachinchinEr
ftoat and unto whom I1 wish to address my few
remremo aka

how slow ii r v ofp nsvis are to believe the
thtil n of god 0 hovhow slow how many mm
and women can I1 find here mhovibo place implicit

I1

confidence in th r god perhaps you might
wish an explanation1 I nn with regard to the term I1hpe make use of awillI1 will acknowledge my in-
abilityab to eppliexplaintn to thehe fullest extent what I1
regard as implicitimp icat nce in our god I1lblipile
I1reasonleasoneasoncason of this is th ten thousand opinionsns that
people hac I1

itif I1 were to urge that we ought to have im
elicit confideconfidencence in thefhe powerower and willingness
of our god to sis in0 i baoyus y doing everything for

would ettrt the thread of my own faithfalth it
would run coul forhenr to manymaar of my ideas in rerp
gard to the deides lincis of theth almighty with the
human ffamilyamily onott the other hand how much i

confidence ebalshall I1 have in god one says 1 I
have no condidconfidenceance in him any further than
what I1 can see hharhearar and understand I1 have
no confidence that cheat will grow here unless
I1 put it into thetho f round or that I1 will have
food to eeattat uhleunsuniess I1 take the proper steps for
ralrairaisingsine itJ I1 or purchase it from those that hrh e
irit 12 bothoth of th st points are true in part but
the minds of thb people are more or less be
clouded

to explain howbov much confidence we should
haehaveha e in god wereivere I1 using a term to suit my
self I1 should say implicit confidence I1 havehave
fothloth in my god andana that faith corresponds
with the works I1 produce I1 have no confi-
dence in faith without works shall I1 explain I1

this I1 do not think I1 can fully present the
idea to your understanding but I1 will a portion
of it and to do so I1 will refer to a circum-
stance that transpired in nauvoo A presi-
dent of the elders quorum old father baker
was called apon to visit a very sick woman a
sisterbister in the church they sent for him to laylav
hands upon her it was a very sickly time and
there was scarcely a person to attend upon the
sick for nearly all were afflicted father ba-
ker was one of those tenacious ignorant self
willed over righteous elders and when liehe went
nhontointo the house he enenquiredaired what the woman
wanted she told himim thathat she wished him to
lay handsbands upon her atherfatherF baker saw a tea
pot on the coals and supposed that there was
teaea in it and immediately turned upon hisbis
heelsleeis saying god dont want me to laylav hands
on those who do not keep the word of wisdom
tand he went out ilehe didaid not know whether
the pot contained catnip pennyroyalpennyryal or some
other mild herbharb and liehe did not waitwalt for any
one to tell him atiatthat class of people are I1ig-
norant and over righteous andard they arearc not in
the true line by any meansyou may go to some people here and ask
what ails them and they will answer 1 I dont
know but we feel a dreadful distress in the
stomachaciaacla and in the back weire feel all out of
order and feivishwe wish you to lay hands upon aus

edvehaveLve you used any remauremedieslieslles no we
wish the elders to lay bands upon usils and we
have faith that we shall be healed that is
very inconsistent according to my faith if
we are sick and ask the lord to heal us and
to do all for us that is necessary to be done
arcordingaccording to my understanding of the gospegospel
of salvation I1 might as well ask the lord to
causecausa my wheat and corn to grow without my
plowing the groans and casting in the seed
it appears consistent to me to apply every rem-
edyed that comes within the range of my know-
ledgeizelae and to ask my father in heaven in the
namee of jesus christ to sanctify that apappli-
cation

ii
to thetille healing of my body to anotheranother

irsisifsis may appear inconsistent
if a person afflicted with a cancer

r me to me and ask me to heal him I1 would i

to the gravegraveyardyard anderyand try to raise a dead
perpor comparatively speaking but suppose
wevve were traveling in the couzinsmoumountains and all we
IAladI A or could get in the shape of nourishment
was a venivenisonsorisorl and one ortho were taken
ii k without anything in the world in thesapebabe of healing medimedicineciRe within our reach
tilttititi t should we do accordiaAcaccordingcordincoidin t to my faith
A the lord almiaimialmightyclity to send an angel to heal
ape sick this iskurourour privilegee when so situ

uaif 1 we cannot get anything to help our
etvescivesb then the lord and his servants canjalljail3 allalt but it is my duty to do when I1 have

in nyray powerPOW er many people arearc unwilling
10 10dolo one thingtiling forfor themselves in case oroj bicisickZ

fsr but ask god to do it all

continenceconfiNe
k portion of our community have soto muchanuth

confidencence in god even men and women in this
city that if you put in their possession five
bushels afpf wheat they willivill dispose of it and
trust in god for their food for a year to come
to me this is inconsistent I1 know nothing
about the consistency of such a confidencee iin

1

n
god but to me it is consiconsistentstent for the poor
man or woman that has been gleaning wheat
indand aashas saved flyefive or ten bushels to lay it up

or a time of needneej though I1 understand that
someborne of them arearc trying to sell it poor men
and women who have had to begbee for the last
six months and who have had nothing but what
they obtained through charity but who have
now obtained a ffewew bushels of wheat are rea-
dy to sell it for something of notio intrinsic worth
rustingtrusting in god to provide for them this is
inconsistent to me

how shall I1 present consistent faith and re
ligion so that you may comprehend the sub
actct I1 will do my best and leave the event

with god I1 believe according to my under-
standingstand of the principles of eternal truth
that I1 houldshould have implicit faath in our god
and when we are where weave have no help for j

ourselves in the case of diseases that we havehayehavelave
i

thehe right to ask the father in the name of
jesusjestis to administer by his power and heal the
sick and I1 am sure it will be done to those who
havelave implicit confidence in him

aquil in regard to food implicit faith and
confidence in god is for youyon and I1 to do every-
thingtb ng we can to sustain and preserve ourselves
and the community that works together heart
and hand to accomplish this their efforts will
be lilethelikeilkethathe efforts of one man theile past year
was a liardhard oieohe for DSus with regard to provi-
sions but I1 never had one faltering feeling in
reference to this community sufferingsummering pro-
vided all hidh id h veive understood their religion andnd
lived it some few understand their relreireligionigdon
and live it others make a profession without
understanding their religion and do not live it
consequently there has beenabeen a lack of union of
effort to sustain ourselves which has made it
very hard for the few

suppose that we had done our best and had
not raised one bushel of pragragraininthisthis year I1 have
confidence enough in my god to believe that we
could stay here and not starve to death if
all our cattle had died through the severity of
the past wiwinterritertiter if the insects had cut off all
our crocropss if we still proved faithfulfaithailltil to our

pdgod anand to our religion I1 have confidence to
believe that the lord would send manna and
flocks of quails to us but he will not adothisdo this
if we murmur and arearc neglectful and disuni-
ted

not having breadstuff nor manna if weire are
cut off froinfrom those resources from our provi-
sions the lord can fill these mountains and
valleys with antelope mountain sheep elkeik deer
and other animals liehe can cause the buffalo to
take a stampede on the east side of the rocky
mountains and fill these mountains and valleys
with beef I1 havebave just that confidence in my
god I1 have confidence enough to believe that
if we had not raised our own provisions this
year and had have proved true and faithful to
our god andaud to our religion that the lord
would have gavenusgiven us a little bread even though
he should have to put it in the minds of the peo-
ple in the statesstated to go to california and ore-
gon and to load their wagons with sugar flour
and everything needed more than thethey could
consume and cause them to leave their super-
abundance here as filhesomesoma did a great quantity
ofor clothing dried fruit tools and various oth-
er useful articles in 1849 the first season that
largelarme emigrating companies passed through this
valy to california I1 could then buy a vest
for twenty five cents that would now sell here
for two or three dollars and coats could hebe
bought for a dollar each such as are now sel
lidzlinz for fifteen dollars

this is my confidence in my god I1 amain no
more concerned about this peoples sudsufsufferingfiering
unto death than I1 am concerned about the suns
fallingfailing out of its orbit and ceasing to shine on
this earth again I1 know that we should have
that confidence in god this has been my expe-
rience I1 have been led into this confidence by
the miraculous provi dences of god my im-
plicit confidence in god causes me to husband
every iota of property he gives me I1 will take
the best care of my farm I1 will prepare my
ground as well as I1 can and put in the best
seed I1 have got and trust in god for the re-
sult for it is the lord that gives the increase

I1 will illustrate by relating a circumstance
which occurred this summer A certain broth-
er sewed a field with wheat and he has been
afraid and afraid all summer about the water
saying when shall be get the water we
shall quit farming for I1 am tired of it I1
said to him it is god that gives the increase
and it is for usits to do the beat we can and if
there is no water for the graingain liehe is close by
and is careful to give the increase when it is
necessary this brother had bowed hivefive or six
acres and the straw was so short that a por-
tion of thetiia crop had to be pulled and when
thrashed he hadllad over one hundred and seventy

of wheat
theth lord wishes to show this people that

hebe is close by that behe walks in our midst dailydally
and weive know but little about him yet liehe in-
tends to train us until we find out this year
I1 think gives us a positive manifestation of the
hand of our god in giving the increase I1 do
not know ththatat any person can cavil upon that
question any more and say that it is all in ac-
cordancecordance with natural philosophy as the world
term it

natural philosophy as you and I1 understand
it would not have produced one bushel eeof grain
wherewhere veye now have ten I1 would like the

blitbaitphilosophersopher to make it appear how the trees
have grown so luxuriantly this year with so
little water have you ever before seen the
weeds flourish so finely on these dry hills
look at your grain though much of it is so
low that you have to pull it canan you tell what
it is that has caused the kernels to be so num-
erous and plump let the natural philosopher
tell the reasoncreaso if he can he cannot do it

afterafter all that has been said and done afteratteraf
heie has led this pelopre bolongso longiong do you not per-
ceive that there is a lack of confidence in our
god can you perceive it in yourselves you
may ask br brigham do you perceive it intn

yourself92 I1 do I1 can see that I1 yet lack con-
fidencefi to some extent inyimin him whom I1 trust
why because I1 have not the powerer in conse-
quencequence of that which the fallfali has brought upon
me I1 havechave just told vouyou that I1 havechave no lack of
confidence in the lords sustaining this peopeopleavate I1

I1 never had one shadow of doubt on that
point

but through the power of fallen nature I1

something rises up within me at times that
measurably draws a dividing line between my
interest and the interest of my father in hea-
ven something that makes my interest andandi
the interest of my father in heaven not pre-
cisely one

I1 I1 know that we should feel and understand
as far as possible as farasfar as fallen nature will

I1 let us as far as we can get faith and knowl-
edge to understand ourselves that the interest
of that god whom we serve is our interest and
that we have no other neither in time nor in
eternity

i if I1 havelave an interest in any object but should
not live to enjoy that object you can perceive
that it is cut off from me and that my interest
and myiby hopes are gonecone so far as worldly things
are concerned if any one has an intinterestirestarest in
an object that is changeable in anything off allan

i earamearthly nature and is separated from ittsot itt can
be of iutkutbutlut little use to him and should cease to
be an object of great care or desire anyonany ob

injectct or interest that we have aside from our
atherfather in heaven will be taken from usas and
though we may seem to enjoy it here in eter-
nity we shall be deprived of it

consequently I1 say that we have no true
interest only conjointly with our father in
heaven we are his children hlahia sons and
daughters and this should not be a mystery to
this people even though there are many who
have been gathered with us but a short time

I1 ilehe is the god and fathergather of our spirits he
devised the plan that produced our tabernacles

I1 the houses for our spirits to dwell in
my11

yf
interests are with his yours are there

and iif you seemingly have any interest any
where else it will be severed from youyon anand
you will never enjoy it still there isais a feeling j

which has comcome by the fall by transgress 1

sion in the heart of every person that hisbis
ipinterestterest is individually to himself and that if
liehe serves god or does ananythingthing forfr him it is
for some being for whom kehe 0has no particular
concern this is a mistaken idea foror every
thing you do every act you perform every du-
ty incumbent upon you is solely for your in-
terest in god and no where else neither can it
be

when you promote his interest you pro
j mote your own and when youyop promote your
own interest youou promote his when you
gain a title of glory or any good thing yoayoo
gain this to your father in heaven as iwellweilyellrell as
to yourself and every object yonyou are in pur-
suit

ur
of shoula be that that will perpertainpartainin to

eternity and let time take care of itself only
be sure to do the duties pertaining to it

if we cancall see and nealiserealise that our interests
are hid in god and that we can have no in-
terest any where else perhaps we can learn
obedience faster than we now do many think
well I1 am an independentindependent character I1 do not
like to be councounseledsele governed or controlled I1
wish to do as I1 please that feeling in a de-
gree is in every person

there is an impulse in man that separates
his interest from the interest ofoi his god and
the interest of our father hiihilin heavenleaven from ours

this must be learned so that you can dis-
cern it in yourselves so that you can apply all
your efforts every act of your lives to thetile in-
terest that pertains to your eternal exaltation

if in this world we had every object that we
could desire of an earthly nature do you not
understand that death would separate us from
it you can understand that naturally A
man possessing thrones kingdoms and power
leaves them whenaenv he is laid in the grave

now suppose that you let the common mode
of reflection and practice reach into eternal
things upon the same principle you would
have a selfish interest in eternity you would
there betobe to yourself by yourself and for your-
self regardless of every other creature but
the truth is you are not going to have a sepa-
rate kingdom I1 am not going to have a sepa-
rate kingdom it is not our prerogative to have
it on this earth

if you have a kingdom and a dominion here
it must be concentrated in the head if we are
ever prepared for an eternal exaltation we
must bebe concentrated in the head of the eter-
nalnalnai godhead why because every thing
else is opposed to that kingdom and the heirhair of
that kingdom will keep tipup tilethe warfare with
that opposing power until death is destroyed
and him that hath the power of it not annihi-
lated butbutt sent back to native element ilehe
will never cease to contendI with thetile opposite
power with that power that contends againstagainst
the heir of this earth consequently Uif we
fancy that weire have an independent interest
here and in thetho world to comecoma we shall fail
in getting any of ityour interest must be concentrated in the
head on the earth and all of our interest must
center in the godhead in eternity and there is
no durable interest in any other channel

I1 desire the people to consider whether they
have any faltering in their feelings anany mismisgiv-
ings

liv
or lack of confidence in their goggod if they

have they should seek with all the spirit thaanand
power they arere in possession of until they can
understand the principle of eternity and eternal
exaltation and then apply the actions of their
lives to these principles that tieythey may
be prepared to enenjoyoy that which their hheartse arts
now anticipate and desire if we will learn
these things correctly and advance and ad
vance and continue to advance though the
newnev clay may be continually thrown into the
mill we will bring it to the same pliability as

r
the old much sooner than if it was grroddarodna
alone for the old clay soon mixes with the
new and makes the whole lump passive itif
we apply our hearts to these things we shall
soon learn to have our interests one here nth
earth

the principles of eternity and eternal exal-
tation are of no tiseiise to us unless they are
brought down to our capacities so that we
practisepractisearac tise them in our lives we mustmast learnearanthaearn thetha
principlesinciplespies of government must learn ourselveslirheie eternal government 4or our god the interest
that the father has here on the earth and the
interest that we have then wtwe will praceplace our
interest with thethem 16interestterest of our fatherrather and
god and will have novio self interest no inter-
est only in his kingdom that is setbet uplip on t48tha
earth then we will begin and apply these prin
cleles in our lives

ilowHowshowshallshallball weve apply them we must learn
that we have not one farthingsfarthings worth of any-
thing in heaven earth or hellbell not even our own
beilbellbeing

11we have been broughtdrought forth on this earth
organized for the purpose of giving us an op-
portunityportunity of proving ourselves worthy to

something by and bye
we make farms builbulibuild fine houses getet pos-

sessions around us and these we call 0oursurs
mwhenlienllen not a dimes worth of them is eitherelther yayouruis
or mine this Is what we must learn

I1 have much property in my possession and
we use the terms cmmyy farm my house my cat-
tle my horsesborses my carriage ac but the fact
is we do not truly own anything we never did
and never will until many long ages after this
we seemingly have property we have gold
and silver in our possession and houses and
lands and goods ac these thinesthings we are ac-
customedcus tomed to call ours but that is krfor the ivwantwaniant
of understanding

every manihan and womanvroman has got to feel that
not one farthing of anything in their possession
is rightfully theirs in the strict sense of own-
ershipenship when we learn this lessontesson wbwhereere willivill
be my interest and mmy effort I1 do not owowe
anything it is my fathersFatfathersKerslers how cyme I1 by
my possessions IiAliaprovidence has thrown
them into my care he has appointed me a
steward over them and I1 am hlahia servant hishighi
steward his hired man one with whom he hashaa
placed certain property in charge for theth
time being that is pertaining to tgthe things of
this borlaworld

says one it was preached thirty years ageago
that nothing belongs to us and if I1 have a thou-
sand dollars to at once give it all to the poor
that is your enthusiasm and ignorance were
you to make an equal distribution of property
todatodayto daday one year houldwouldN ouid not pass before there
would be as great an inequality as now

how could you ever get a people equal wlwithiab
regard to their possessions they never cancaa
be no more than they can be in the appearanceappearanco
of their faces

are we equal yes wherein we arsarear
equal in the interest of eternal things in our
god not aside from him

we behold church Pro7arty and not one far-
thingthin of it is yours or mine of the posses-
sions that are called mine my individual pop
erty not a dollars worth is mine and of all
that you seem tortupossess not a dollars worth
is yours

didbid you ever ormorganizeanize a tree gold silver or
any other kind of metal or any other natural
production no you have not yet attained to
that power and it will be ages before you do
who owns all the elements with which we arsarear
commanded and permitted to operate ththe
lord and we are stewards over them it is
not for me to take the lords property placed
under my charge and wantonly dibdisdistributetribute it I1
must do with it as he tells me in my stew-
ardship I1 am not to be guided by the mere
whims of human folly by those who are more
I1ignorantagn orant than I1 am not by the lesser power

i babybutd by the superior and wiser
those who are in favor of an equality in

i property say that tbthatat is the doctrine taught in
the new testament true tilethe savior said to
the young man go and sell that thou hast
and give to the poor and thou shailshall have treas-
ure in heaven and come and follow me in or-
der to try him and prove whether he had faith
or not

in the days of the apostles the brethren sold
their possessions antand laid them at the apostapostlesiesolesO
feet andanil where did many of those brethren
go to to naught to confusion and destruc-
tion could those apostles keep the church
together on those principles no could
they build up the kingdom on those principles
no they never could many of those personsperson
were good men but they were filled with en-
thusiasmthusia sm insomuch that if they owned a little
possession they would place it at the feet of
the apostles

will such a course sustain the kingdom no
did it in the days of thetho apostles no such
a policy would be the ruin of this peopleeople anian
scatter them to the four winds weI1 e are to b

Tjuiced1 1 ed by superior knowledge by a higher in
ence and power
the superior is not to be directed by the in-

feriorferlor conseconsequentlyque antly you need not ask me to
throw that which the lord has put into my
hands to the four winds if by industrious hab-
its and honorable deal you obtain thousands or
millions little or much it is your duty to useus
all that is put inin your possessionposse assion as judiciousjudicious-
lyI1 r as you have knowledge to build up the kiikitking-
dom
yomI1 of god on the earth let this keopf
equalize their means and it would be one of
the greatest injuries that could be done to
them during the past season those who lived
their relirellreligionionlon acted upon the principles thereof
by extending the hand of charity and benevo-
lence to the poor freely distributing and dis-
tributing their flour and other provisions yet I1
am fearful that that mode was an ininjuryury instead
of a real good although it grasiraswas unsigneddesigned for
good


