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THISafir biot letter is publishedpolished
general fitzhugh
lee will probably
be in havana act-
ing as the ameri-
can consul general
and also as personal
c 0 n fi d estial ad-
viser to president

cleveland aas to the cuban troubles he
will torfor the time have the most important

f diplomatic post under our government
and he is I1 believe especially fitted torfor
the position general lee is a man of
high culture a soldier of experience
and his life has been spent in dealing

f wiwithh public men and affairs
1 spent a morning with him here inin

washington shortly before his appoint-
ment and had a chat with him about
himself and public matters just before
inemeetingeting him I1 had finished looking over
hisbis lite of robert E lee kindand our
talkjalk of this brought opt some of his own
war experiences which have never been
giveniven to the public he has you know
hadbad some of the most narrow escapes of

r any man now living three horses were
f shot from under him at the battle of
winchester and he has been wounded
again and again both in his indian ser-
vice and in the war of the rebellion

As I1 looked at general lee I1

should not realize that he had
been through so many perils
his modest unassuming manner does
not comport with the idea of battle scars
and it is hard ioto associate his low sweet
voice with that which in stentstentorianwian
tones gave the orders to the brigades
under him when he was the chief cavalry
general of the southern confederacy

f hisis pictures give you but little idea olof
r the manmaff you need the colors of a
titian or a rubens to bring out his
characteristic features general lee

f has a complexion of that delicate red
and white which shows the veins run
ning here and there through it his
eyes are oiof the brightestbrig hest blue and hisbis
head makes you think oiof a piece of fine
china thatched and bearded with the
purestfurest of frosted silver he has a

2 mging la- elace his forehead is high and full
his nose straight and his jaw firm he
is under medium height and though

f hisbis form is well rounded it is muscular
I1 rather than fat he stands as straightys a west point cadet and though he is

biow sixty he movesmoves about with all the

vitality that he snowedshowed when he was inin
the regular army in texas about lortyforty
years aagogo

I1 foundfound general lee very loath to talk
about himself and I1 hadbad to ask many
questions to draw him out during the
talk his service in texas as ait lieutenant
came up and I1 showed him a statement
which his friend major hayes had made
concerning the great indian fight in
which he and general lee took part ma-
jor

ma-
ior hayes is now in the regular armararav
general lee was I1 am told very anx-
ious to take him with him to cuba but
owing to the rules of the service was
not able to accomplish his end he read
the statement very carefully and said
that it was substantially correct the
incident occurred in 1860 fitzhugh
lee was a lieutenant at the time and
hayes was a bugler both were in setser-
vice at colorado texas when the
scouts reported that a body of indians
had massacred some settlers near by
the officer commanding major van
dorn at once took lee hayes and
other soldiers and started in pursuit of
the indians it was in the winter and
it was snowing hard they marched
sixty eight miles in less than two days
and finally came upon the indians on a
ridge of timber during the charge ohp
frotroops became separated fitzhugh leeand hayes going togethergetherlo in pursuit of
two indians who were making for the
timber they killed one before they
reached the woods and followed the
other for several mitesmiles through the trees
there was much snow on the ground
and they could see his tracks finally
thetheyy came ououtt 0off the woods and in the
distance saw him hidingbiding behind a ledge
otof rock leele e at once rushed toward
him firing as he ran the indian shot
an arrow at lee it struck him passing
through his arm and breaking off A
moment later the indian who was a
chief of more than i ixix feet in height
lumpedjumped for lee and tried to stab him
lee had a revolver in his right hand
the indian grabbed the barrel the
revolver went onoff but the indian wasmas
not hit the pistol dropping to the
ground fitzhugh lee was six inches
shorter than the indian he saw that
he could do nothing itif he allowed the
indian to use hisbis knife and he threw his
arnisarms around him and hugged him for
dear lil- ethe indian tried again and
again to stab him but lee held tightly
to him and the two swayed to and fro
pacpackinging the snow under their feet

at this time I1 said major hayes 1I
started to lees rescue but I1 did not
dare to shoot as both lee and the in-
dian were twisting and writhing so that
I1 could not be sure of not killing both at
the same time or lee instead of the in-
dian As I1 approached however I1 saw
the two tallfall to the ground with fitzhugh

lee on top As they went down theythey
struck the ground not far iromfrom the re-
volver lee saw it he grabbed it
and shot the indian through the head
the mouth of the savage was open at
theotimethe time he was just about to give one
otof hisbis terrible yells and the ball went
through his cheeks and mouth without
striking a tooth A second later lee
discharged the revolver again the banball
this time going through the indians
brain the savage at once relaxed I1 his
head fell back and lee rose to his feet
he first shook himself and felt of his
body to see if he was wounded for ththee
knife had cut his coat I1 asked him how
hedelthe felt he replied ob I1 am all right
now and my muscle is in good trim I1
used to be very fond of wrestling when
I1 was itat collcollegeeje and it was myiiii knowl-
edge of wrestling that saved my life
today when I1 first grabbed ahat in-
dian I1 thought he had me but at the
last moment I1 remembered the old vir-
ginia back heel trip and that broughtbrou 9ht
the red skin downyes the truth said fitzhugh
lee as hebe looked over the above storysto Jhahayeses was there and he saw the fialfight
but eryouif you publish it give it as coming
from him and not from me

I1 here asked general lee how he hap-
pened to enter the confederate army
he replied

before I1 resigned from the union
army I1 waited to see what my father and
my uncle robertroberl would do I1 wawas you
know about twenty five years old atthe
time I1 had been ordered from texastexato west point to serve there as in-
structortor of cavalry and I1 was acting toas
such at the breaking out of the warwak 1
wro temy father and uncle and asked
them what they were going to do they
replied that they were not certain as yetvet
but at last I1 saw a report in the new au
york gelald stating that themthe had bogir
resigned from the service on that
same day I1 received a telegram grobitrobifrobammy latherfather containing these word DOdaas you please hihe did rotcot gajAme to resign but left the whole matter i
to me I1 did not reply to this message
but I1 at once went and got a seven days
leave of absence to go to washington
intending to there offer my resigna-
tion As I1 passed through ney
york 1 met phil kearney whom PI1 had
known before he asked weme where I1
was going and I1 told ahn I1 was going toa V
washington to resign my services to theunion army he replied well I1 am
going to washingtonwas hington to offer mine so
we may as well travel together you ai

can act as the chief if we are stopped ax 1f
the southernerssouther ders and I1 will do my part
if there is any trouble with the northerners as to our getting through the lines jI1 agreed tot this and we traveled to-gether at havre de grace we found


