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church. The non-Mornions say that
their chureh creed does not permit
them to do so.

Where it is n question of belics
and a dispute as to what the belief
i, it ean hardly be expected that
Congress will undertake to settie the
dispute, nnd take that as a basis of
le%mlntion.

t would hardly undertake to legis-
late in regard to a belief that was
avowed; certainly would not ven-
tureso far as to actagainst or be-
cause of A belief that is disputed.

The constitution offered contains
the following provisions:

[The sections reiating to bigamy
and polygamy are here inserted. ]

1t is manifest that if this constitu-
tion is accepted, and the provisions
above quoted are enforced, poly-
gamy must cease to exist, and can-
not be practiced in Utah.

The objection that is roade is not
to the provision itself,but it Is assert-
ed that it is not intended in good
faith to enforce It

No fact has been brought to the
attention of your committec to sup-
port this assertion. What is relied
gpon to maintain it is the doctrines
of the Church hereinbefore referred
to ns interpreted by the nomn-Mor-
mouns, the contentlon being that per-
gons who beiong to that Chureh can-
not in good faith earry out and en-
foree this prohibition of polygamy.
This rests in belief and argument,
and not in any fact.

- On the contrary, the Mormons say
that they do Intend in good faith to
earry out this provislon; and as «vi-
dence of that good faith they point
to the facts hereinbefore mentioned,
viz, that the malkers and ratifiers of
th!s eonstitution were never in poly-

amy; that the doctrines of their

Jhurch do not require polygamy,
that by their Church creed they are
required to obey thelaws of the

State where they prescribe a rale of
conduet, that they bave already
passed Inws prohibiting plural mar-
riages, and punishing whoever sol-
emnizes such marringes.

They point further to the fact that
the few Mormons who are in polyg- |
amous relations took no partinfram-
ing this constitution, and that the
non-polygnmous Mormens who did |
frame it, and who are urging it here,
requested the non-Mormons of the
Territory to unite with them and|
offered them representation in t.hol
Convention.

To such fucts as these they point
n8 evidences of their intention in|
good fuith to execute this prohibi-|
tion of polygamy.

If considering duly what can be
offered against their sincerity in
this regard, and what they present
evidencing  sincerity, Congress
should eonclude that they are pro-
cealing in good faith and will act in
good falth in earrying into effect this

rovigion, there could be no doubt
n the mind of any one that admis-
sion should bLe granted, for that
would ¢nd this question, which has
80 long vexed the country, forever,

PFOWER OF CONGRESS AFTER
A DMISSION.

This contention that the Mor-
mons who have made and ratified
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this constitution are not awting in
good faith, and that they do not
intend to execute its provisions as to
polygamy, is coupled with the legal
proposition that it Utah is admitted,
Congresa will then be powerless to
deal with polygamy, and it may be

practiced  with impunity. The
question thus prescnted is of such
importance that your committee

submit for the consideration of the
Housc the respective contentions
on that subject.

The argument of those who assert
this- proposition Is in substance as
follows: That when a State is
created, its sovercignty ss to all
loval matters §s complete and su-
preme; that the people may then
amend the Btiate constifution or
make a new one at will; that the
legislature is free to make such laws
as it may please, and, therefore, that
if Utal i8 made a State with the
above gquoted provision in the cou-
gtitution, the people may at pleasure
make a new constitution, permitting
]l;)lygumy, or may omit to make

WA puulshlnﬁt.,nnd if this occurs,
Congress wlll be powerless to inter-
fere.

The opposite contention is as fol-
lows:

1t is argued that this provision is
in the nature of a compact between
the Federal Government and the
State, for the violation of which
Congress would have adequate and
peaceful remedies.

We have becn referred to com-

ts similar in principle that have
een made with numerous states;
such as the agreements or stipula-
tions with many states that the
right to tax In certain insiances
should not be exercised for five
yuars,

The case of Louisiana is cited, in
which it was required that trinl by
jory should be provided for, that
the Jaws should be printed in the
Ynglish Ianguage; and mueh stress
Is lajd upon the case of Nebraska,
in which it was provided that slav-
ery should be prohibited forever;
and it is argued that if Congress
could make such a provision for
Nebmaskn as to slavery, it counld
make such a pruvision for Utah as

lygamy; that if Nebraska had
vio tej' theagreement in respect of
slavery, Congress would have found
u remedy, and that a remed
would readily be found if Uta
should violate her agrecment as to
polygamy.

It can hardly be concclved that
Congress imposed such conditions as
nbove allulded to, from time to time
during a peried of eighty yoears,
with the undemstanding that for
violations of them there would be
no remedy. It must have buen
understood that Congress would
find & remedy for breach of such a
compact, although no remcdy was
ever provided for. What the re-
medy would be would doubtless de-
pend upon the circumstances of
each case.

The remedies that have beeu sug-
gested In the present case in the
event of such action as it is asserted
might happen are that representa-
tion in the Benate and Houseof Re-
presentatives could be denied; that
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uld be withheld, and the
ike. And it iz further u
that if there :is am doubt

a8 to Congress having the power
to 1nterfere that dJdoubt mAay
be removed by a stipulation for#
remedy; that js to say, by Congress
tendering admission upon such
termis a8 to remwedy as may be
deemed to be adequate, nnd requirt
Utah to accept those terms by af
ordinance adopted by the ple a8
a condition precedent to n misslon&
as. for example thet if Utah shoul
u;m?nd this constitution 111l respect
of the provision against polygamY)
Oongrelss might arsume cggtrol just
us though no State government ha
ever been created.

These. in substance,are the respec:
tive contentions on this subject.

The mshets of this constitutiol;
while asserting their purpose in
faith to put an end to polyganmy, fui-
ther inslst that admigston as o State
would not only be the most effectual
micans of accornplishing this, but
that if Utab becomes n State the
peodple will seon cease to be Mormob
and anti-Mormon, and will divide
themselves betwecn the politieal pat
ties, und thus the strife on the Mor
mon question wil be buried undef
the political issues that are commoR
to the entire country.

CONCLUBION.

Notwithstanding, and n view of
the fact that the present Congress 1
soon to expire, and probably with:
out oppottunity on the part of tho
House to consider this subject, you!
committee deem it but just to all

rties concerned to present to the

ouse the condition of Utah as 10
population, resources, developmen
schools, ete, ete., and the extent
which polygamy now exists, ¢
above set forth, together with the
respective contentions as to the 4ot
trimea of the Mormmon Church, apt
the good faith of the Mormon ¢1€¢
ment in respect of the offer to nuke

Iyzamy a crime by a constifi

ional provision, not re lable eXx-
cept with the consent of Congress-

The indications sre certainly very
strony that in thie not distant future
polygamy, in fact, will have cea!
to exist; and when that time arrives
if not svoner admitted, the question
will have to be met whether GOl

ross will exclude Utah as a
Jecause a mn}jority of the !)eoplﬂ are
members of the Mormon Church.

Your commitiee present herew it
a report of the arguments hefor
the committee on this subject. Gel”
tlemen of the highest character, reP
resenting both shles of the conti®
versy, were invited to nppear b€ "
the committee and to present BUCH
facts and argumunts as they migh

see fit to do. A careful perusal 5’:
these arguments. which are ltg’;n_

part of this report, will serve
form the House and the t:o}lﬂt"yl
fully a5 to the conditions existing !
Utaliat this time. .

Having thus presented the ﬂ't']::
ation as disel at the hearing. t1°
bill is reported back, with the r“re
ommendation that it be placed on
calendar for considerntion and acti®
by the House.
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