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IN ARIZONA AND MEXICO

SALT LAKE CITY may 14
my last letter of april was

written at messmesa arizona at which
place we held a two days annual sun
layday school conference including five
largely attended meetings of parents
and children besides a seventies
ineeting and a visit to papago wardiward
four miles from mesa where we gave
shortabort addresses to a portion of the
pima indians decides singing 0 O my
father by request sunday even-
ing closed our inborn ataf this place and
on monday morning our mutual
friends henry rogers and C BR hakes
who insisted on making our short
stay as interesting usas possible took us
by team to phoenix eighteen nailer the
capital of arizona territory and gave
us introduction to many of Arizonas
officials after which we went to see a
ten acre lot beautifully laid off in
shrubbery lawnslawna flowers and walks
preparatory tote the erection of the capi-
tol buildingbuil diug shortly to be erected
we then drove four miles to the 0os-
trich larmfarm where we found forty five
ostriches weighing between two and
three hundred pounds each when
their necks were erect there was a
distance of nine feet from their beak to
their feet the owner told us they
could travel sixty miles an hour with-
out apparent wearinessesp there was
danger in approaching too near them
and a kick from them would be us
dangerous or fatal as that otof a horse
and when the owner himself ventured
overver the fence hebe carried a club to de-
fend himself each ostrich furnishes
him 40 worth otof feathers annually be-
idesides a charge of 25 cents entrance teelet

from each visitor he showed us a
quantity of eggs and expected to in-
crease his stock of ostriches this year to

there was goinz to hebe a race with
them the following monday one rider
was to weigh pounds I1 asked him
bow he could manage to holdbold himself
on he said that would be liishis own
lookout this was being noised
through the country and some hun-
dredsdredsonof visitors were expected this
was a very interesting visit

we then drove to tempotempe having
traveled near forty miles our friends
bad eight more to travel to their homesbowes

and we left by train at fofor Mmarlarl
opacops reaching bowie at 9 ck the

following morning
here we met president laymonsLay tons

tagestage which hadbad two vacant seats for
us to occupy for a ride of fitlyfifty miles
opposite elderbluer george reynolds and
myself sat two distinguished gentle-
mensmeds one a catholic priest and
the other a friend of his and
at our back another passenger
andadd the driver making six in all
after traveling some uledistancetance and
waiting in vain for some one to break
the monotony of silence that pre-
vailed I1 ventured to open the ball for
a free interchange of thought and sen-
timent I1 told them that we had met
for the first time in our livesjives as
strangers in thaithaL stagesstage and had to con
dinue for some hours in each others
company and unless we revealed the
fact as to who we were and where we
bameame from we should still be strangers
when we separated I1 then told them
my name where 1I was born mudand
when including other leading

dentsdenta of my life to the present time
I1 called on my esteemed colleague
george reynolds to follow suit which
hebe promptly responded to after which
the young man opposite brother rey-
nolds did the same and a remarkableremark aole
incident was made manifest viz that
the father of thathat young man was once
a guest in the same hotel that brother
reynolds was stayingslaying at for nearly
two years my friend opposite dotted
down a good many items in hisbis pocket
book asaa they fell from our lips but he
only blushed when pressed to tell us
hisbis namedame etc be was proof against
all our entreaties until we reached
Solo monville his destination when
we learned that his name was zimmer
man

soon after delivering our silent
friend we reached the headquarters
of st joseph stake at thatcher gra-
hsm

gra-
ham county and the residence of
president christopher laytonliay too who
was at home and gave us a hearty wel-
come while herebore several preparatory
meetings were held with the presidency
and stake superintendents board of
education seventies etc

at pima tourfour miles distant from
thatcher having the largest meeting
housephouse our two days sunday school
conference was held to overflowing
audiences here also we met oui
friend andrew jenson proverbialprove roial for
his industrious habit of secluding him
self from intrusion while condensing
historic facts of every place he visitsvisit

after our sunday nights seventies
meeting at thatcherTb atcher we bade adieu to
our friends in st joseph stake and
traveled a few miles towards the fifty
we had traveled over a few days before
we stayed at layton and the follow-
ing day monday we finished our fifty
mile ride reaching bowie about 6 pm
hereifere we stayed for the night and on
tuesday may 1stast we left by train at
8 89 in and reached domingdeming at 1240

here we found brother richardson
superintendent of diaz sunday school
with a team to take us to that place a
distance of one hundred miles after
a chat with mr fewson smith engi-
neer of the john W young railway
we left at forty miles alrofrom
domingdeming we reach the mexican custom
house in which are five or six clerks
none of whom can sspeakP ask english 2 but
our driver being a good spanish scholar
we managed to pass their scrutiny
without any delay

during our one hundred mile travel
by team into mexican territory we
camped out twice there was nothing
particularly surprising or interesting
in the surrounding country except that
that the roads for the most part are
remarkably good for many miles we
tratraveledvelea on the john W young rail-
road track it being solid and level
though in many places it lais consider-
ably demoralized by washoutswaswa bouteshouts to
avoid the monotony of slowlow travel my
esteemed companion george reynolds
of inventive genius notoriety hit upon
the following suggestion that I1 act as
proxy and sing one verse of each songjong
from my book and not until I1 hadbad
sung about fifty could I1 be honorably
released our modsmode of travel was to
go90 slowilow bait often camp late and
start soon after daybreak our team
was sure tootedfooted and needed only the
kind attention of an excellent driver to
reach the end of our hundred mile ride

at I1 we reached diaz and

were made welcome at the house of
brother W D johnsonJob nuon father of
bishop johnson at 2 we
held a seventies meeting and at 5

a meeting of the parents and
children

after a roodgood nightsnighta rest we bade
adieu to our friends friday may 4 at

a m we entered another carriage
with a fresh team sent from juarez on
purpose to take us the balance of the
journey elder joseph bontleybentley late of
st george being our welcomed
driver after twelve hours travel we
arrived at dublan winslow farr toIs
bishop and bader his hospitable rootroof
we ate slept and rested about fifty
five miles from diaz

saturday ath up at 50 started at
and reached juarez at 11 a m

hadbad a good wash and dinner at our old
friend stowellatowellaa late of ogden but aspresident george teasdale had been
expecting us to share hisbis hospitality
we repaired to hisbis house and under
hisbis quiet roof enjoyed three good
nights rest at 3 we attend
ed a primary meeting sunday and
monday the ath and ab held five
sunday school conference meet
ingsidge one seventies meeting
and a social impromptu meeting
eomcomposedposed of the leading brethren and
slstero also the choir at which vocal
and instrumental music and short
addres es made a very pleasing and
enjoyable entertainment

Ttuesday may 8 at 7 a m
we left juarez on our homeward
journey reachingbeaching dublan 18 miles
the funeral service of sister call who
died two days previous was about to be
held and we each spoke on the oc-
casion after which we resumed our
travel and arrived at deming on fri-
day may 12 at 1230 just in time to
reach the train for colorado springe
where we arrived on saturday after-
noon and hadbad to remain until sunday
morning at 11 at which time
we started homewards arriving in
salt lake city monday may

four weeks ago last friday night
we left our homes for the purpose of
holding annual sunday school con-
ferencesferencekceses in mariconeMarlMari cope st joseph and
mexico we have held at least thirty
meetings and traveled about four
thousand miles five hundred of them
by team we have met with a hostboot of
friendsrlends whose recollection of us dated
from 20 to 40 years ago and the
majority of them as sunday
school children now parents
and grandparents owing to the mi-
nute description of country and settle-
ments recently published by elder
andrew jenson no mention is made
of them in this communication

the interest manifested by both par-
ents and children and loadingleading auauthoraautborlo
ties in every place we have visited
affords a very pleasing indication that
these annual conferences will be highly
beneficial to the institution we were
sent to represent

with gratitude and thankfulness to
god our heavenly father for preserv-
ing our livesliver limbs mudand health from
injury and many thanks to the legion
of friends who have so generously
ministered to our comfort this com-
municationmunication closes with an earnest de-
sire and prayer that our feeble efeffortstortis
may be crowned with the blessing of
god to ills honor and the good of the
rising generation of zion I1

GEORGE GODDARD


