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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

Written tor this Paper.
IN ARIZONA AND MEXICO.

S8ALT LARE City, May 14,

My last letter of April 20th, was
written at Mess, Arizona, at whbich
place we beld a two days’ anoual Sun-
day school conference including five
largely attended meetinge of parents
and children, besides a Beventies?®
meetibg, and & visit to Papago ward,
four miles from Mesa, where we gave
short addresses to s portion of the
Pima [ndiaps, bezides sioging *O my
Father,”? by request. SBunday even-
ing closed our lsbors a¢ this place, and
on Monday moroiog our mntual
friende, Henry Rogers and C. R. Hakeg,
who ipeisted on making our sbort
slay ap interesting ue possible, took us
by team to Pheenix, elghteen mliler, the
capital of Arizooa Territory, and gave
a8 introduction to many of Arizooa’a
officials, after which we went to see a
ten acre lot besautitnlly Iaid off in
shrubbery, lawns, flowers and walks,
preparatory tothe erection of the capi-
1ol buildicg, shortly to bhe eregted.
We then drove foul miles to the os-
trich 1arm, where we found forty-fve
ostrichee, weighing between two and
three hundred pounds each. When
tbheir necks were erect, there was a
distance of nine feet (fom the:r heak te
their feet. The ownper told us they
would travel sixty miles an hour with-
out apparent weariness, There wus
danger in approaching too near them,
aod a kigk from them would be us
dungervus or fatal as that ot a horse,
and when the owner himesell ventured
Over the fence he carried a club to de-
tend himself, Ench ostrich furnishes
him $40 worth ot feathers annualiy, be.
sides a charge of 25 pents entrance iee
frum each visitor. He ghowed us a
quantity of eggs, and expected to in-
creaese his slock of ostriches this year to
100, There was goiny to be & race with
them the following Monday; one rider
wag to weigh 200 pounds. 1 asked him
how he could manage te hold himse)f
on. Heaaid that would be his own
lookout, This was being noiseg
through the connity and spome hnnp-
dreds of visitors were expected. ‘Thia
waa 6 very interesting visit.

Weoe then drove to Tempe, having
traveled near forty milee—our friends
hed elght more to travel to their homes
—and we lett by train at 8:30 for Mari-
topa, reaching Bowle at 9 o’clogk the
following morning,

Here we met President Layton’s
stage, which bad two vacant seats for
us to ocoupy, for a ride of fifty miles.
QOpposite Eluer George Reynolis and
myseif sat two distinguished gentie-

men, one a Catholic priest; and
Lbe other a friend of his, and
at our back anolher passenger,

and the driver, making mx in all
After travelinog svme uistance, and
walliog in vain for sume one lo break
the monotony of silence that pre.
vailed, [ ventured lo open the ball for
-a free interchange of theught and sen-
timent. I told them that we had met
for tiae frat time in our lives as
strangers in that stage, and had to con-
tinue for sume hours in each other’s
company; and unless we revealed the
fact as to who we were and whers we
came (fom, we should still be strangers
when we separated, I then told them
my opame, where 1 was born und
-when, incluaing otker leading inci-

dents of my life to the present time.
I ocalied on my estesmed colleagus,
George Reynolds, to follow suit whioh
be promptly respoonded to, atter which
the young man opposite Brother Rey-
polds did the same, apd & remarkable
incident wes made manifest, viz,: that
the father of that young man was onge
aguest in the same hotel that Brother
Reynolde wae slaying at for npearjy
two years. My friend opposite dotted
down 8 good many items 10 hie pocket
book, ae they fell irom our lipe, hut he
only blushed when pressed to tell us
bis Dame, etc.; he was proof, against
all cur entreaiies, untif we reacheud
Solomonville (his destination) wben
we learned that his name was Zimmer-
man,

Boon after deliverilng our gilent
friend, we reached the headguarters
of 8t. Joseph Stuke, at Thatcher, Gra-
ham county, and the remdence of
President Chbristopher liayton, who
was at home and gave us a hearty wel-
come. While here geveral preparatory
meetings were beld with the presidency
and Stake superintendents, board of
education, Seveutiee, etc.

At Pima, four miles distant from
Thatcher, having the largeat mesting
house, our two days’ Sunday school
conference wae held, to overflowing
audiences. Here alto we met ou:
iriend Andrew Jenson, provernpial for
his industrious habit of secluding him-
self from intrusion while vonuensing
histuric fapts of every piace he visits,

Atter our Bunday night’s Seventies’
meeting at Thatcher, we bade adiet to
our [riends in 8t, Joseph Stake and
traveled & few miles towards the fifty
we had traveled over 8 few dayes belure.
Weestayed at Liayton, and the follow-
ing day (Monday) we tinished our fifiy
mile ride, reaching Bowie about 6 p.m.
Here we atayed for the night, and on
Tuesday, May 1at, we lett by train st
8 2, m. and reached Demtog at 12:40.

Here we found Brother Richardson,
superintendent of Diaz Bunday school,
with a leam to take us to that place, &
distance of one hundred miles, After
a gchat with Mr. Fewson Smith, engi-
neer of the John W. Yonng raliway,
we left at 3:30. Forty miles irom
Deming we reach the Mexican custom
house, in which are five or six cierks,
none of Whom can speakx English; but
| our driver being a goou Spanish ecnolar
we managed to pass their scrutiny
without any delay.

During our one hundred mile travel
by team into Mexican territory we
camped out twige. ‘There was nothing
particularly surprising or interesting
in thesurrounding conntry except that
that the roads for the most part are
remarkably good. For mgny miles we
traveled on the John W. Young rafl-
road track, it being solid and level,
though in many places it is consider-
ably demoralized by washouts. To
avold the monotony ofslow travel, my
estesemed companion,George Reyoolds,
of inventive genius notoriety, hit upon
the following euggestion: that I act ae
proxy and sing one verse of each song
from my book, and not unti] I had
sung about fiity could [ be honorably
released, QOur mode of travel wus lo
go elow, bait often, camp [ate, and
start soon after uaybreak. QOur team
was sure footed, and needed only the
kind attention of en excellent driver to
reach the end of our hundred mile ride.

Atl ¢’olock we reached Diaz and

were made weloome at the house of
Brother W. D. Johnpeon, iather of
Bishop Jobpeon. At 2 o’clock we
held a Beventies’ meeting, and at §
o’glock a meeting of the parents and
children.

Alter 8 good night’a rest we bade
adleu to our friende, Friday, May 4, at
6:30 8, m.; we enlered another carriage
with s fresh team, sent from Juarez on
purpose to take ustbe balance of the
journey, Elder Joseph Bentiey late of
f3t. (Qeorge, being our welcomed
driver. After twelve hours? travel we
arrived at Dublan. Winsiow Farr is
Bisbop, and uader his hospitable roof
we ate, slept and rested, about fifty-
five miles from Diaz.

Baturday, 5th—Up at 5, started at
6:30 and reached Jusrez at 11 a. m;
had s good wash and dionner at oar gla
friend Htowell’s late of Ouden, but ag
President George Teasdale had heen
expecting us to share his hospitaligy,
we repaired to his honse, and undger
his qulet roof enjoyed three goua
nights? rest, Al 2 v’clock, we attend-
ed a Primary meeting; Sunday aud
Monday, the Gth and 7th, held five
Sunday Sehool conference mest.
ings, one Bevenlies? meeting
and a social Iimpromptu meseting
comyposed of the leading brethren apd
sisters, aleo the choir, at which vocal
and instrumental music and shorg
addres-es made & Very pleasing and
enjoyahble entertainment.

Tueaday, May 8, at 7 o’clcck n. m.
we Jeft Juarez on our homewsard
journey. Reaching Duablan (18 miles)
the funeral service of Bister Call, who
died two days previous,was about to be
heid, and we each spoke on the oc.
casion, after which we resumed onyr
travel and arrived ai Deming on Frj.
day, May 12, at 12:30, just in time to
resch the train for Colorado Bpringe,
where we arrived on Baturday after-
noon, and had to remain until Bunday
morning at 1I o’clock, at whieh time
we started homewards, arriving in
Bait Lake City, Monday, May 14th.

Four weeks ago lsst Friday npignt,
we left our homes for the purpoee of
holding annual SBunday Behool con-
ferences in Maricops, Bt. Joseph and
Mexjico, We have held at least thirty
meettngs, and traveled about four
thoueand miies, five huadred of them
by team. We have met with s host of
iriends, whoge recollection of us dated

from 20 to 40 years ago, and the
majority of them 83 RSunday
School children now parents

and grandparents. Owing to the mi-
nute depeription of country and ssttie-
ments recently publiched Ly Eider
Andrew Jenson, oo mention ia made
of them in this communpjoation.

The interest manifested by hoth par.
ente and children and leading authogri-
ties in every piace we have visived,
affurde a very pleasing indicatfon that
these anpual conferences will be highly
beneficial te the institution we were
sent to represent.

With gratitnde and thapk{ulness to
God our Heavenly Father for preserv-
ing our lives, limbe and health from
injury, apd many thanks to the legion
of friends who have so generously
ministered to our comfort, this com-
munication closes with an earnest de-
gire and prayer that our feeble eflorts
may be crowned with the blessing of
God, to ilis hocor, and the good of the
rising generation of Zion.

GEORGE GODDARD.



