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whatWHAT IS LOVE
i BTST jonhJOHH H weavenWEAVES11

F love is an ardent passion
w lies deep bihin the breast

with which all human beimbelmbeingsbeimss
are more or less possessed

f and like a tender rosebudrose bud
exposed to summer show rs

it I1spreads with sweet refulgence
unlimited its powers

eveneven the haughty monarch
that glorieslories in his throne

and by nisnig proud ambitions
j made mighty nations moan

evenven he hath love with him
but his is love of fame

to rule and conquer empires
immortaliseImmortalise his namey

attheotheftr the robber who at midnight
toro servile deeds inclined

J assassinates and plunderplunders
f most wretched of hishii kind

he too hath love within him
although his heart seems cold

theube love which he possesses
I1 Is called the love of gold

patriotsPat riota iovelove their country
throy good or bad report

justice and truth sustaining
nor to small deeds resort

for partisan adadvancesvances
true patriots are free

the love that burns within them
Is love of liberty

the poets iovelov is nature
he sits with pen and scroll

and scribbles most sabisublimelyimely
Thothol sometimes quaint and droll

he scansscam the starry heavens
ii rf thefethe love within hisills breast

breathes forth in strstrainsallisailis of swesweetnessetnes
to set hisbis mind at rest

thid christians loyelove is sacred
illumesallumes his inmost soulboul

illshis strife is wicked passionspassion3
and powers to control

the road he loves to travel
where holy prophets trod

and his isii love immortal
the chchrisdeanchrisrisdanlianiian loves his god

v love existath everywhere
we seegeeee it in the stream

where waters gently murmur
and in the pale moonbeamsmoon beams

where flowers sweet are blooming
down in the pleasant valeyale

0 o where heaves the stormy billow
and fiercely blows the gale

on the world of waters
As well as on the land

and poured from golden vessels
by an impartial hand

one that is omnipotent
who reigns supreme above

love truly is a blessbiessblessingin
for god himself is lorelove
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I1 am pleased with the privilege0 of standing
betbeabeforecre the saints to bear my testimonytestimony to the
truth and to express some of my thoughts per-
tainingtini to eternal life the knowledge of the
truth should be prized by all saints there
are no people blessed to the same degree as
those who are blessed with the words of eter-
nal life men may be blessed with the things
of this life may possess all the blessings ulamiathis
world can furnish may have honorlionor ailallandd glory
of man but all this bears no comparison to
the blessings that are bestowed upon those
who understand the ways of life and salva-
tion

one gienegenerationration passes away and another
mccsucceedseeds mankind are continually chanchanginggD
kingdoms and thrones arise and are gone like
a vapor that basseth away the glory of man
is13 but for a moment are thetho nations that
havehav e arisen flourished and passed away pre-
paredred to dwell iiiiu eternal life in another state

existence weve are blessed with the words
andardand way of life through the gospel by one
who has deldeideignedned to call us brethren not by
adoption iuin thele strict sense of thefordthe word but
is flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone one
thowhorho has redeemed us

the generalityenera lity of0 mankind aroara ignorant of0
the xealreal relationship that exists between themthen
and heaven they do not understand that
god is ouroar father by adoption mono but
we are his children by a legal inheritance liehe
gave hibhie only begotten son pertaining to theth
flesh to redeem the whole family of man
who can define the divinity of man only
those who understand the true principles of0
eternity the principles that pertain to life
and salvation man by being exalted does
pot lose the power and ability naturally given
to him but on the contrary by taking the
road that leads to life he gains more power
more influence and ability during every step
hetie progresses therein mankind cavehave power I1
given them to propagate their speciesspeciei an
exalavonJaHon the ccelestialelestial kingdom of0 god by

DOno means lessens that power on these points
the children of men are shrouded in mystery
and uncertainty

when wew e baysay that we are blessed above
many of our fellows we may also say that we
have the greattgreatest reason to rejoice in and love
our religion to walk humbly before our god
do good to each other and forsake all evil and
the aappearancearance of it Is this too much to say
and bedo doeadoes it rob the blessings theLord
has leItestowed upon us of any of their rich en
joyments the greater our privileges and the
greater the blessings bestowed upon us the
noremore faithfulnessfaithful nebsneis and diligence are required
inin our callings to save the children of men

when you approach the throne of grace and
petition the father in the name of that savior
who has redeemed the world do you use that
name as the name of a stranger if you
understand your own religion you petition
that personage as you wowoulduld one ofof your
brethren in the flesh Is this strange to you
it should bringbrin near to you things that per-
tain to eternity give your reflections and views
a more exalted cast stamp your daily actions
with truth and honestyhoneitycity and cause you to be
filled with the spirit and power of god

I1 have reflected much upon the subject 0ol01
religion the world of mankind their relations
one to another and to theth author of their
being and the object of their existence wowe
are now endowed with that knowledge
a proper improvement upon which will enable
us to secure an inheritance in the celestial
kingdom of our god millions of the inhabi-
tants of this earth have striven to their utter-
most stretched their minds to the greatest
extent to become acquainted with what the
lord has seen fit to bestow upon us without
any outlay of labor or energy on our part ilehe
has seen litfit to call his servant joseph smith
jrir p and submit to him the keys of the kingdom
ofi heaven to reveal to him the mysteries of
salvation and bring to light thingsthing that have
been hid for many ages things that the world
have been seeking for wrestling with the
powers of heaven to obtain that they might
knownow how to make their escape from tthisis
wicked world and secure to themselves a sure
abiding place an inheritance that basseth
not away thousands have spent their lives

the best part of their days to search out
what has been revealed to us without the least
eexertion of ours

when we say that we believe the gospel
andland rejoicee in it let us not forget that it is to
uius a ffreereefee flowgiftglitft howliow far did you travel to ob-
tain it how much money did you pay for it
what did you perform to prove your-
selves worthy of it the blessings we enjoy
came to us without money and without price
have we not great reason to be thankful thattha
the spirit of the lord has touched the eyes of
our understandingsunderstandings that we may secand that
ilehe has given us hisis spirit to bendbend our disposi-
tions to hisills requirements

we talk about our trials and troubles here
in this life but suppose that you could seeseo
yours elveeive tb ausansuppose

andsand millions of years after
you have proved faithful to your relreielilionn dur-
ing the few short years in this time aandd have
obtained eternal salvation and a crown of
glory in the presence of god then look back
upon your lives here and seegee the losses
crosses andlind disappointments the sorrows
arasinarisingg from disobedient children from wicked
parents who have opposed their children who
wished to embrace the truth the persecution
from city to city from state to state being

1

hunted and driven you would be constained
to exclaim but what of all that those
things were but for a moment and weye araare
now here we have been faithful duringC a
few moments in our mortality and now we
enjoy eternal life and glory with power to
progressroorog ess inn ailajlI1 the boundless knowledge and
throughjou the countless stages of progression
enenjoyingayin the smiles and approbation of our
fatherather and god and of jesus christ our eldrelder
birtherbi other

the child who has his fathers razor or any
other article dandangerouserous for him to handle and
about the use ol01 which hebe has no knowledge
when deprived of it his trials are equal
according to his capacity we seldom think
of the trials of our little ones ibn we say to
them xouyou must not have this or that you
mustroust do so and so to receive my smiles and
tmapprobationap robation you must not think for a momentlouiouthata your jujudgmentament wisdom experience and
wishes are to helie compared with mine does
not the eater of all livingliv conduct himself ininthis wise towards his cchildrenildren liehe has re-
vealed to us that liehe will prepare asfor glory
for life eternal will preserve our identity for-
ever if we will be guided by him butbilt we
must be obedient to him for heile understands
more than we do we should destroy our-
selves if we were suffered torto take our own
way hence we are taught to suffer the fathervather
to0 o point out our pathrath to an eternal duration
hereafter where our present afflictions will
appear as flimsy as the shadows of the morn-
ingithacthat flee upon the approach of daygodod bless you amen
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jesusjesua chhistchrist ioin bishis teateachingschinochiro made glato

the difference between the powers calculated
to destroy annihilate dissolve reduce to na-

i tive element and those which will eternally
endure in view of this he prayed to his fa-
ther for his disciples and wished them to pay
particular attention to this one principle inin
their faith the words he is recorded to have
made use of are sanctify them through thy
truth thy word is truth As thou has sentsect

j me into the world even so have I1 also sent
them into the world and for their sakes I1
sanctify myself that they also might be sanc-
tified through the truth neither pray I1 for
these alone but for them also which shall be-
lieve on me through their word that they all
maybe one as thou father art in me andiandland I1
in thee that they alsoaisoaisoalso maybemay be one in us that
the world may believe that thou hast sent me
and the glory which thou davest me I1 have
given them that they may be one even as we
are one I1 in them and thou in me that they
may be made perfect in one

the savior sought continually to impress
upon the minds WEof his disciples that a perfect
oneness reigned among all celestial beings
that the father and the son and their minis-
ter the holy ghost were one in their admin-
istration in heaven and among the people per-
taining to this earth between them and all
the heavenly hosts there can be no disunion
no discord no wavering on a suggestion on a
thought or reflection on a feeling or manifes-
tation for such a principle would differ wide-
lyI1 from the character of him who dictates
tthemem who makes his throne the habitation of
justice mercy equity and truth if the heav-
enly hosts were not one they would be en-
tirely unfit to dwell in eternal burnings with
the father and ruler of the universe

A perfect oneness will save a people be-
cause intelligent beings cannot become per-
fectly one onlyeternalbyb acting upon principles that
pertain to eternal life wickerwickeswicked men may be
partially united in evil but in the very na-
ture of things such a union is of short dura-
tion the very principle upon which they are
partially united will itself breed contention
and disunion to destroy the temporary com-
pact only the line of truth and righteous

i ness can secure to any kingdom or people
eithercither of earthly or heavenly existence an
eternal continuation of perfect union for only
truth andani those who are it can
dwell in celestial glory this truth we have
and we offer it without money ol01or price to ththee
world who are beguiled benighted and de-
ceivedived by the artful mass of superstition big-
otrytr tradition fashions customs cliques andplayplans that have been growing andarid ripening
from the days of adam until now introducing
discord strife animosity anarchy and crime
of every grade suffering of every kind and
prematurerei death to millions they are em-
bracingtracing shadows and trying to retain that
which will perish in their grasp and leave
them desolate all organized matter must
dissolve and return to itsiti native plelementement un-
less it is made pure and holy capable of en-
during eternal burnings all principles prin-
cipalities powers thrones kingdoms domin-
ions communities neighborneighborhoodshooTs and individ-
uals with their factions public and private
their feelingsfeelingsandand aspirations that are not
concentrated in the oneness taught by our sa-
vior will come to dissolution into native ele-
ment says jesus 1I andarid my father are one 3

they are one in their faith purposes and ac-
tions the savior being subject to the father
in all things again hebe saysgays for I1 came
down from heaven not to do my own will but
the will of him that sent me again sico1 I corns
to do thy will 0 god many more of the
sayings of christ might be quoted whichvaich set
forth this principle of oneness that I1 have up-
on my mind and wish tato impress upon the
minds of the people

I1 do not hesitate in sayingbaying that if the peo-
ple will concentrate heirtheir faith and works to
accomplish the great object of their existence
their troubles sorEorsorrowsborrowsrows anxieties difficulties
contentions animosities and strife would be
at an end this idea I1 wish to apply more
particularly to those who are calledcalle to act in
the capacity of presidents bishops counsel-
ors high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors and to every man hold-
ing office in this church but I1 also wish it to
apatapply to every member both male and female
I1 willwi I1 say to my brethren and sisters were
your faith concentrated upon the proper ob-
ject your confideconfidencenoe unshaken your lives pure
and holy every one fulfilling the duties of his
or her calling according to afiethe priesthood and
capacity bestowed upon you you would be
filled with the holy ghost0st and it would be as
impossible for any man to deceive and lead
you to destruction as for a feather to remain
unconsumed in the midstmid of intense heathent I1
may not be able to convince you of this factbuti can tell you that it is true I1 can re-
veal principles that pertain to this oneness
to0 this holiness of life but to malremake the peo
pietleile believebelleve and practice them is another thingthin
1 can preach the gospel but I1 cannot cafmake

eople obey its mandates when they are not so
disposed that is a matter left entirely to them-
selves I1 callcan tell you how to avoid your dif-
ficulties jars contentions and sorrows I1
can telltellyouyou how to establish peace
y plenty and happiness in your midst and
low tohtomaintain themtheme but I1 cannot make you
ollowfollow my directions if you are not so despos
ia also is a mattermatten that I1 lef-t entirely

with yourselves and you must reap the re-
ward of your own doings0 whether they bbe
good 0orr evil

in some instances thathe people lose confidencecongconfidene
in their bishops and the bishops loslove confi-
dence inift themselves and in the people were
it in my power to bring the people to under-
standing and obedience I1 would place them in
such a degree of advancement that their bish-
ops could not live in their midst unless he ad-
ministeredministerededinin his office with holy hands and
with a pure heart then it hewe lacked theth
wisdom and discretion to judge righteously be-
tween man and man he would be filled with
the revelations of eternity to enable hirato
judge like an angel to discriminate between
right and wrong to point out the path of duty
to eveeveryry one and to designate what is requir-
edd of each person in his respective calling
but this advancement is for the people and
bishops to obtain for themselves through the
means the gospel supplies I1 have lived in tb
days of prophets and revelatorsrevelatory I1 havehava begbem
subject to rule to the powers that have beez
and now are this is not new to me my
own eexperienceermence has led me step by step fromfron
day tto0anaydayaay and from night to night when
fear comes upon the people that a bishop or
president is leading them astray and introdu-
cing evil among them it proves to me that the
people are wrong and are destitute of the
power of their holy calling they are will-
ingly deceived it iiss folly to sayaaray that a com-
munity of saints who are living up to their
callings can be led astray by their bishop or
president there is no suchluch principle in all theth
kingdoms godhangod has made

it may be that some pray that their bishop
mamay be led wrowrong1 that they may get rid ofbiz mahim if BOso is thatt taking a course to save
the children of men take a man of the
weakest intellect of any in a ward and or-
dain him a bishop and then let every othenother
man in that ward be filled with the power of
his holy calling are they not ready and will-
ing to givegive a word of counsel to their bishop
when they meet him their faith is concen-
trated upon him they pray for him early and
late that the lord will fill him with wisdom
enlarge hlahia understanding open the visions of
his mind and show him things as they are in
time and in you allailallali know that even
such a man would acomebecome mighty in the houshouse
of Israibraisraelieilfelif he had the faith of his wardard the
capacities of all anesane personspersona are capable of
enlargement you may take the weakest
man in the church if he is faithful and ordainorvaill
him a bishopis 0 anand hee wawill growrow into0 wiswisdomom
knowledgeno edge strengthtb power light
and thee 8spirit1 I1t of his callcalicallinggb ifit he does not
thus advancedrance it is becausebebau hee more or less for-
sakes his calling and sets his heart upon some-
thing besides the holy priesthood that is
placed upon him there is not a faithful man
in this church but what will increase in his
understanding of the ways and duties of life
hisills mind will expand the visions of heaven will
be opened to him and truth pertaining to all
subjects of01 art and science will increase with-
in him

does not the weakest intellect of a properly
ororganizedanaed person know more at ten years off
ageaea e than it did at five more at twenty
thanthail at ten more at forty than at twenty
and so ccontinue0 yes this proves that he has
grown increased and expanded in his capacity
from his infancy now I1 will apply this totio
allan officer in the church ilehe once knew but
little be now knows a considerable any
Blbishop under the influence of the prayers and
confidence of his brethren and sisters with a
faithful and holy life on his parparttwillwill increasein creasecreast
in faith and good works I1 and the rich fruits of
his mind will manimanifestfeat from day totodayday in-
creased wisdom and intelligence

you hear the remark that such and such a
man is not fit to be a bishop I1 acknowledge
that many who are called to be bishops are
not fit for the office for it is one of the most
important offices inlie the church to rightly ad-
minister in temporal things A bishopdishopdishop also
ministers in spiritual things and is required to
devotedemote time to the well being and prosperity
of his ward like a father to a family it is
an office that keenly tries the patience faith
and feelings of a unansian if the brethren and
sisters prayedryca for that man continually and
lived ttheire religion he would know how to
settlesettie certain business transactions without
running tome about thisthia that andarid the other
brethren would not run to me about things as
simple as so and so has been building a
fence on the line between us and has put hishib
polls wrongwrong0 end foremost will you not coun-
sel hiratohinkhint to turn them and sisters are run-
ningnin0 to meice about things0 as simple as sister
so and sos hensbens have laid on my
they do not lay with their heads in the right
direction does such conduct proceed from
true knowledgknowledge0 e amonamong

C the latter day saints
no I1 do not wish to talk about such folly
neither to have my time wasted by visits aupp
on such unimportant subjects I1 do not won-
der that the lord sufferssuffera uus3 to bbeP more or I1iesles
abused by our enemies do ewt wonder uiausa
the devils laugh at our foly

let men and women who profess to be lati-
erierler day their andadd they


