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r [_‘HE organization of the women of
the Latter-day Saints known
~as the Relief Society is oper-
4 . tod on the general lines of or-
anization in the Church—namely,
o presidency and board of ('lirectm"s at
the head, with o presidency gncl corps
assistants over each stake of Zion,
o wnder these  the presidencles,
teachers and members constituting the
ward society. Inasmuch as the mem-
pership of the Rellef Soclety i some-
hing like 35,000, the remarkably sys-
tematic natvre of its work will be evi-
dent from the statement that the gen-
cra) president is kept at all times in
perfes i touch with the various charities
gnd operations of each branch soclety,
no matter how small or how remote |t
may be.
mrhere ave §8 stakes of Zlon and each
of these, as stated, has an organiza-
tionn of the society. It is the president
in cach of these stakes who is the me-
dium between the local workers and
the general officers, © All Instructions
gor the conduct of the work are com-
municated to the members through her,
and the work done by the members i3
likewise reported by her. It will bo
ceon, thereforve, that these stake presi-
Jents must needs be very husy women
in directing the affairs of all the dif-
ferent wards over which they presidoe
and in making personal visits, not only
{o the wards, but also to the homes of
the people. Some of them travel dur-
ing the year many miles over dreadful
roads in order to make these visits,
while others have the convenlence of
railway traing or street cars; hut
whether theie stakes he scattered ot
compact, it is their duty to be person-
ally acquainted with all the work and
all the workers under their supervision,
to know all the conditions of the peo-
ple, and to bhe able to outline such
policy and direct such labor as the cir-
cumstances of their people seem to re-
quire.
TIRST RELIEF SOCIETY.
1t will be apparent that the organiza-
tions having the most work to perform
in a charlty sensc are thoge located
in and near the larger cities, Salt Lake,

end

Ozden, ete, In fact the first Reliet
Seciety  stake organization of  the

Church was that of the Weber stake,
where Mrs, Jane 8. Richards presided
with untiving zeal for tho welfare of
the people for 381 years, Besides over-
sceing the affairs of the many ward
socicties in that stake, she personally
visited hundreds of homes to alleviate
suffering  and took to her own
home and provided for the immediate
wants of countless transients and
wayfarers., Her resldence in Ogden
was so near the railway station that
she never had to look far for oppor-
tunity to give rolief. She only re-
, lired from her arduous work when
Weber stake was recently subdivided
and new organizations were formed—
and this when she had reached the
glorious age of 86 yoars in the cycle of
life. Y

The original Salt Lake stake Relicf
soclety was presided over for &7 vears
by that most worthy and benevolent
woman, Mary Isabella Horne, whose
name will ever bgy revered among the
women of Zion for the wise counsel, her
tender ministrations to the sick and
those who were called to mourn, and
for the wonderful skill and prudence
with which she directed the charity and
bhusiness affairs of the association under
her charge; It was under the direction
of Mrs. Horne that the class of Relief
soclety ‘nurses was inaugurated, with
Dr. Roberts as instructor and DMrs,
W. W. Riter as superintendent, the
purpose being to provide tralned help
tor the needy sick insteag of relying
altogether on the Rellef society work-
ers who already had so much to do,
Out of that part of the vineyard over
which Mrs. Horne presided with such
signal ability, six stakes have since
been created—Jordan, Granite, Liberty,
Pioneer, Salt Lake and Insign.

CARING I'OR THE SICIK.

The stake Relief society of the first-
named is presided over by Mrs. Matilda,
Larsen. Composed mostly of a farming
community, the people. generally, while
not rich, are not poor; and the labors
of .thc soclety are directed more to
taking carg of the slck than in relieving
wanft.

A large part of Granlte stake, like
Jordan, i¢ rural; but there is also a
large part thickly settled by renters
and people of unstable incomes-—those
who work hard when work is to be had
but depend largely on the condition of
the times for their employment. The
society in this stake is presided over
by Mrs. Emma S. Woodruff and the
labors of the organization are many
and varied. Some of the most interest-
ing conferences of women held in the
Church are held in Granite stake, and
splendid cfforts are being made to
cducate the women along the lines of
Church history and biography. Cloth-
Ing is gathered in large quantities, and
a work department renovates and
makes over garments to be given out
to the poor in the stake.

The Liberty stake society is presided
over by Mrs. Annie 8. Musser, and it
consists of eight wards. Among other
thizigs undertaken by this organization
is helping the poor in their temple
work, those who have not the time
and means for genealogical research
and subseguent work for the dead, be-
ing assisted by the society. A certain
day once a month is given by the wom-
en for temple work for the poor, and
thus the blessings and ordinances for
the dead have been angd are being be-
stowed upon hundreds through the la-
bors of these good women., Like the
society in other parts of this city, the
poor they have always with them, and
they are found ever ready to extend a
helping hand and give comfort to those
who need. Their average annual dis-
burgement . for charity ig about 31,100
dollars, but their ministrations in dis-
tress cannot be counted in dollars and
cents. A unique work done in this
stake is in the direction of an employ-
ment bureau for girls. In each ward
some woman has an office desk where
she takes the names of girls desiring
work and the namse of places where
=*ris can find sultable employment; the
society in this way retaining a super-
vislon and watchcare, to some extent
at least, over the working girls. This
admirable plan is still in embryo, but
it is certain to be the means of accom-
plishing much good.

MANY POOR PEOPLE.

Mrs. Annie Wells Cannon presides
over the Ploneer Stake Relief soclety.
The people residing in thls stake are
largely of the laboring class, there be-
ing few of wealth and many of the
poor. The soclety distributes annually
something like $1,800 in charity; and
when one: reflects that this amount is

collected almost entively by the teach-
ers in their regularv visits from house
to house, and gathered in small sums
from those who are themselves none
too able to glve, it 15 a literal instanca
of ‘'the poor heiping the poor.’”’ ‘Lhere
are 11 waras in the stake, three of them
on the west side of the Jordan river.
These districts durving a large part ot
the veur are very hard to visit, on ac-
count of there being no sldewalks or
railroads; but the women who act .3
teachers flounder patiently through the
snow and mud In calilng at the aiffer-
ent homes on their mission of comtorc
and help, and many Instances might be
cited where the coming of these unscl-
fish and generous women has sceineld
to be In very deed the visit of minister-
ing angels. Three times siuce the or-
gunlzation of the stake have the ward:

Joined to help families whose homes had |

been destroyed by five, and In one case
the society In one week rvased avout
§$600 ‘towards building a home for a
widow with Jittle children. The stak:
society has a library of fine referenue
books wlilch are pirculated among the
members for thelr assistance in tha
department of maothers' work and foo
the education of the women of the
stake along all benevolent and pro-
pressive, lines,

Mry, Harriet B, Harker is president
of the Salt Lake Stake Relief soclety,

having recently bheen cunlled to that
pogition to succeed Mrs. Clarissa S.
Williams, general treasurer of  the

hoard, who resigned the office to which
she was appointed at the organization
of the stake. The work in thiy stake
in charity i3 similar, of course, to that
in the other parts of the city, with
perhaps this distinetion that more help
to the really poor who are not mem-
bers of the Church is glven here than
elsewhere.  Thig js bhecause the stakoe
includes distriets in the thickly set-
tled parts where tenement houses and
cheap lodging places prevail.  The
teachers® work in these districts Is very
arduous, and their experiences at times
are well night heartrending, for here
is found the nearest approach to the
slum conditions and the real poverty
of the bl clties, and the relief workers
find rnuch to do and sometimes great
difficulty In the doing. A great mis-
sionary work is being done in this
stake, a number of sisters having been
called to lahor among the people as
missionaries, to visit the different
homes and talk of the gospel and its
beauties and thus to spread the spirit
of the work., The mothers' department
work Is also most Interesting; out-
lings touching on almost every sub-
ject that would be helpful to the moth-
er In rearing her family having been
prepared and lectures being given anid
discussed in gpecial mothers’ meetings—
all of which has led a large numbor of
young mothers into Rellef society work.
This stake also has a special depart-
ment for Book of Mormon study, an‘
once a month the ‘society meets for
this purpose. Sall Lake Is one of th2
few stake organizations where meei-
Ings are held weekly; but as the work
grows, so grows the necessity for more
time to be devoted to it.

The Ensign stake Relief society is
presided over by Mrs. Margaret Rom-
ney. Here dwell the wealthier popula-
tion of Salt Lake City, but within its
boundaries are also included some poor
and thickly settled districts, in which
there is ample opportunity for charita-
ble effort and for the disbursement of
a considerable sum from the Rellef
society fund, The organization in this
stake has splendid materlial for moth-
ors' department work, and most inter-
esting lectures are glven in the dif-
ferent wards for the help of the young
home-maker. The sick are visited, the
mourners comforted, and cvery duty
required of these kindg workers in help-
ing to build up the people spiritually is
cheerfully and promptly performed. The
stake mectings arce excellent In spirit
and are always marked by a fine at-
tendance,

ARE EXAMPLES ONLY.

Allusion has here been made to only
half a dozen out of the vast number of
organizations which exist throughout
the Church; but enough has probably
been sald to show that the stake presi-
dent, whercesoever her field of labor
may be, has full opportunity for the
exercise of originality of thought and
energy of action in meeting the condi-
tions by which she is surrounded. Sure-
ly the duties devolving also upon Re-
lief society workers are anything but
inslgnificant. The necessities of the
poor, the necessities of the sick and
the afflicted, the necessities of the er-
ring and of those that lack understand-
ing, and the endeavor to implant in
their hearts the testimony of the Spirit
of God—to look after these things is
the duty of Relief society workers. As
to the system of organized charity
which they pursue, nothing could be
more perfect. With a band of women
visiting regularly every home in thelr
respective gistricts for the express pur-
pose of finding out the different needs
and ministering to them, there fs no
chance for the existence of actual and
unrelieved want; and the true Christian
spirit of love and help for one’s fellow
man is the real spirit and watchword of
Relief society work. It follows, there-
fore, that there could be no grander or
better school for women than in the
work which the soclety affords, It
teachoes unselfishness, pity, mercy,
kindness and love—it is an inspiration
to the soul to progress and learn all the
good in life and then to impart that
good to others. Surely, “charity never
faileth.'

ANNIE WELLS CANNON.

DR. MARGARET C. ROBERTS.

After An Eventful Career She Retires
From Active Practise,

T will be a matter of surprise and
regret to many to know that Dr.
M:n‘giu‘et (*, Roberts, who has been
long recognized as among the most

efticient and succcsstul physicians of
this city, hasg retired from her medical
practise, desiring to devote her efforts
to other pursuits. She has made many
friends among many classes and creeds
during her years of practise, and will
be much missed in the lines of effort

to which she had given so much time.

The retirement of Dr. Margaret C.
Roberts from the practise of medicine
brings to mind the fact that Utah has
few women physicians. It was through
the encouragement of President Brig-
ham Young that Dr. Roberts and othet
women left their homes and loved ones
and went east to Philadelphia to pur-
sue the study of medicine and surgery,
President Young was a strong advocate
of women physicans for women and
children.

Dr. Roberts' career as a practizing
physician covers a period of a guarter
of a century. She graduated from the
‘Women's Medical College of Pennsyl-
vania in 1883; then returned to this city
and has been In the practise until
Thanksgiving day of this yvear. Ten
vears ago she made a specialty of ob-
stetrics, and as an obstetrician she
will be remembered.

“For many years,” says Dr. Roberts,
“I taught classes in obstetrics and
nursing, but' my experience taught me
the great necessity for trained nurses
among the poor, those who are not able
to pay the price for a hospital nurse.
Upon this thought I worked, going from
one president of a Relief society to an-
other until at last I found one presi-
dent, the late M. Isabella Horne, who,
with the late honored President Lo-

renzo Snow, fully indorsed my idci;
80 the Rellef society nurses’ class wiats
instituted. I gave my servises with-
out remuneration for two years, teacl-
ing classes under the supervision of
the Salt Lake Stiake Relief societies.”
Since then the classes have been
taught under the auspices of the gens
eral board of Relief socicties, Upwards

of 500 women have been taught ob-
sietiies and nursing by D, Boberts, In
answer to the question, “Shall yon

&l

stop working now?"”
“Oh, no, no. [ .am proud to be ane
of the workers in this beautiful worid

| WOMENS WORK IN UTAH |

l

and now shall have more time to think
and to work and maoke the Relief so-
cloty nurse movement as it firSt ap-
peared to e ‘Phe thme must conge
when there shall not be o poor person
who is sick in oll the world who shal
suffer for the want of a trained nups
for 1o, a Relief nurse shall be there!
After hor arvduous work, Dr.o Roberts
retires in good henltly, full of encray
and enthusiasm and: will still te one of
the workers,  She belongs to the Ap-
thors' cluly one of the best literaty
elubs in this city. She iy now teach-
ing o large Relief soclety nursa clags.

As Ye Have M.i_n{stered.
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MRS, SUSA Y. GATES.

HROUGIT a wide domain

bounded by no creed con-

dition, 40,000 women, meibers of

the Woman's Relief sociely,
tread the path of practical philan-
thropy with patience, year by year
bringing to stricken houscholds cheer
of heart, comfort of body, and that
peaco of 'trnst in  human sympathy,
and God's love “that passeth under-
standing.'! Years fare and fade; but
the cry of want and sickness goes on-—
a ceaseloss minor chord below light
notes of worldly gain and eelfish
pleasure, and with aim to mcet this
cry, an army of brave women have
assumed the nurses’ cap and apron
that theoy may carry skill and training
into houscholds too poor otherwise to
claim such precious privileges.

Many incidents of pathos and tragedy
meet these young women-—others, in-
spiring and uplifting with their lessons
of human succor, Their mothers trod
this thorny path without training ov
uniforms to guide or vouch for them.
They went out from their own home--
problems with only such skill as ox-
perience and sympathy could bestow,
Now, when the young have taken this
yoke upon them, the c¢ry comes up for
more and still more of trained and pa-
tient hands to smooth the pillow of

pairn and minister as only those may
do who have speclalized their studies
and made skilful all their ministra-
tlons, In these many chapters of pres-
ent-day unwritten history, a single in-
cident will show the pressing neecd:
Tho young nurse sat with her ear at
the telephone. Her face was white and
her lips pallid with days of active work
and watehing nights. She was robed
for her sleep, and on & table near her
lay her uniform and toflet articles in
thick confusion. Too worn to put them
stralght, she was just retiring when th
telephone bell had summoned her.
“Harriet,” called @ vojce, which the
girl recognized at once as the voice
of the superintendent of the nurses’
work; “can you go up Lo —— cast and
do some very disagrecable charvity
work?”
“What is

nap

the trouble?” After a iis-
tening pause, ‘‘vou surely won't ask
me to go to that terrible household
again? Why the husband of that poor
woman is a Kecper of one of the vilost
saloons; he has no claim on our char-
ity; dresses like a dude, smokes fine
cigars; parades the streets with his
cane, which I veritably believe he uses
occasionally on his wlite; why on earth
should he subject her and us to a false
claim?"

“Because he js a bhrute, Harriet,”
came back the mild yvoice of the super-
intendent, “you surely would not leave
her alone in her fight with death to-
night?"”

“Well, if it's only for one night or
even two—what? You want me to stay
for a week at least ond may-he three?
O, oh! "What do you think 1 am
made of? I have just come from a long
typhoid case and have not been home
an hour.”

There was a gilence at the other end
of the phone, and then:

“I will try everywhere to get some
one else, my dear; and hope T may not
have to call you any more tonight.”

The girl dropped the receiver with a
great sigh of relief, Then the force of
habit strong upon har, she arose and
quickly re-packed her small grip, while
shivering slightly with the chill in the
tiny sittingroom. Then she wrapped
herself close in a huge ghawl and with
her feet thrust to the small  drum-
stove, she wsat pondering., Sleep was
out of the question for some time at
least. Opening the tiny stove door,
the coals smiled back at her, as they
fell nolselessly apart, shivering into a
hundred points of dull light os they
broke from their banked foundaiion,

“Harriet, dear, what are you sitting

up for ?" asked a quiet voice behind
her. The girl turned a little as she re-

plied:

“Another charity case for me, maybe
mother, but I don't want to go. I :ur;
so tired, and 1 have.done more than
my share of charlty work both this
year and last.”

The little woman beside her crouch-
ed down in front of the dim fire and
asked softly. '

“When I was working as a Relief 50-
ciety teacher, we did all the sick
nursing there was to do. 'There was
no ‘‘share"” for us, it was all.”

“But, mother, conditions are so dif-
ferent now.”

“People are just the same. Children
die and women suffer. And if youth
and skill' fail us, we old Relier society
women will have to go at it again.'

“Did you teachers have to do all your
sick nursing for charity?" \

“All for love. We did not call i\t
charity. “ It was love. When children
lie at death’s door, when women

scream in agony, then are the heart-

o

strings strotehed to finest point, and
then indeed to angels stand by youe
side while you minister. fay is not |
measured by pain. Do you recall the !
day you graduated?”

There was a silence in the room, as
the mother waited for memory to call
up the glowing scene, the crowded plat-
form, the musle, the flowers and the
burning words of eloguence which made
her daughter’s life-mission seem a very
poent of dedication, The girl had not
thought about those far-away diys o0
a Jong time. And she had been the
speaker of her class, and had said to
the physician-teacher that she wonld
“follow further in her's and  the
Suvior's footsteps though they might
lead through Gethgemane,”

“Mother,t she sald quickly, as if to
crowd that other thought out, “I @ so
anxious to earn enough to buy you
coat this winter. You have worn this
old shawl for 10 years, ov is it 207 And
father needs underwear and an over-
cout, It takes so much to Keep the
hoys and we hiwvoe always been strug-
gling and poor. Why, | often wish
1 could bring you o bit of the nico
things 1 sometimes get to cot out nuts-
ing."

“If only you are well, dear, I am
happy. We are living the “simple
life,” you see.”

“But npt quite from choice. It will

take us four more y 1rs to pay off the
note on the house, and then there are
s0 many things I want to get for you
both.”

“Who iz the lady you are called to
nurse?"” asked the mother irrelavently,

“Lady?  She's the miscrable wife of
a disreputable divekeeper, with five
neglected, dirty children. I nursed her
with her last one six wecks ago, for
charity’'—

“Tor love,” corrected her mother.

“And now she is sick again. She is
not refined nor even religious; don't
belong to any church, I guess.”

“‘No creeds in suffering, dear, for wo
are all God's children. Our socleties
have solved the problem of relieving
the wants of the poor, and their treas-
uries are bursting with girfts. But it
is this problem of suffering poor that
faces us noyw in this city. 1f you recaull
that burning. desire of your oarly vows
to consecrate your life to God's sor-
vice, you can find no better way 1o
travel that long and sacrificial  road
than the one that crosses the chamber
of sickness and death, When the heart
is tender through loss or grateful for

recovery, then indeed may you plaut
the light of faith and hope in fertile
soil. Not through charity, but love

The whole world is starving and groan-
ing under the yoke of struggling pau-
perism and galling and foolish charity.
Dear, what you must give to God, and
therefore to the least of IHis chlldren, is
vourself; not your money, nor your
time, nor even your grudging service,
You must give—yvourself!!

Again the silence of the room brooded
fruitfully over the two crouching wo-
men.

“There, dear, it's the telephone!"
gentle volce of  the  superintendent
again over the wire, “‘and every nursa
in this city, both pald and charity, ara
working double thme. The city iz full
of pain and disease, and yel most peo-
ple €cem to know or care Iittle what
Hes at their very doors. Did you say
you would go, Harriet? I was sure
vou  would not fail ane. Good girl!
May the angels go with yvou!”

And tha coals fell unhgedeéd apart
while the two women sped here and
there in hurricd preparations for thz
voung soldier of Christ to buckle on
her armor and fare forth once more
into the conflict with death—wheras the
angels of faith and peace went, too,

THE WHITE HOUSE.
EUROPEAN PLAN,

Loeated on the corner of Main and |
Second South streets, in the heart of
tho theater and shopping districts,
makes it a popular home for both busi-
ness men and tourists. The hotel has
seventy-five outside rooms, all recently
and newly furnished, first cla and
up-to-date in every way. Through the
enterprise of the present manager, Mr.
J. G Scott, the Bohemian finds in the
White House a home equipped with
careful service and all modern c¢on-
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veniences to minister (o his comfort
and enjoyment,
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AT SPREADS

A XMAS SPIRIT.

(_H If 1t were sa!'d tl—mt rcffncmcnt an& culturc-—

1]} Bclongcd whouy to t}w Enst—
‘] And in no sense were a part of the West—

€] Men would express themselves in wrath.
€ Then there would follow flifting pictures:

(ﬂ Of gcnt]c women, of ]auglling children: of worthy men,

(_H Of churc}ma. Of 501‘!00]5. Of l)lg bu:incss p]accs:

(ﬂ Of mines, of manufacturing—"

q Evidcnccs Of advanccmcnt CVCY}’WhCX‘C‘—'

€ And a determined calm would poseess the strong faces.

 “The statemtnt is not worthy the ire it arouses!’

Q]] Were it said of the stores of the West:
(_H Thev.re not abreast of the Times—

ﬂ] Thousands of women, thinl(ing of Keith-O'Brien's,

g Would express themselves in no mild terms.

(J] Thoughts would include the coming of Christmas—

(1[ The store resplendcnt 1n bo]iday attire—

‘_ﬂ A unique Christmas store—
€ Of surging crowds, of busy clerks—
‘_H Beautiful goods everywhere———

q Ot the tair priccs-—
‘]] The pcrfect system—

GJI The delight ot trading‘ there—
‘J] The wholesome spirit that 1s manifest—

ﬁ]] Tl‘xe checriness. t]le warmth, the WClcoming alr—

‘J] The store that somehow strikes the chord—
lJ] And makes one teel so satisfied—

€ And women knowing and i"celing these things—
{ Would simply say “"Nonsense!”

YES. I ISC THE
FOREMOST
CHRISTMAS STORE

BECAUSE——Ncarly a dozen and a half rcprcsentatfves

. - g
seml-annuauy \vend then‘ way to the New York ®

markets—some to Europc—— to select goods and

novelties.

BECAUSE-—Thc standarcl of the store inspires conﬂ-

dcnce. the assurance of qualfty ot goods and just

treatment.

BECAUSE—The service 1s c'fficicnt, wide roomy aisles,

extensive varieties 1n all assortments.

BECAUSE“—EVBI‘}’ price 7-.5 reasona-ble.

AND BECAUSE OF THESE DOMINANT
PRINCIPLES Keith-O'Brien Company has tor-
gec]. ahcad with mighty strides and outc]asscd all

other clcpartment stores 1n the Inter-mountain west.
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