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the cﬂnﬁﬁtuﬂﬂn of the United states, l wlhiich may affect permanently their political

and as a npecessary consequence, no man
could Jawfully represent those states in
the couneils of the United States. But
this was only an obstacle to the enjoy-
ment of the right, and to the discharge
of a duty; it did not annul the one nor
abrogate the other, and it ceased to ex-
ist when the usurpation by which it
was created had been overthrown, and
the states bad again resumed their al-
legiance to the constitution and laws of
the United States. =

Second, Butit is asserted, in support
of theautiority claimed by the Congress
now in possession of power, that it flows
directly from the laws of war; that itis
among the rights which victorious war
always confers upon the conquerors,—
which the conqueror may exercise or
waive at his own discretion, To this
we reql{ that the laws in question re-
latesolely,sofaras the rights they confer
are concerned, to wars waged between
alien and independent nations, and can
have no place or force in this regard—
1n a war waged by a government to ani)- :
press an insurection of its own people
upun its own soil against its aubhurllc)y.
ff we had carried on a successful war
against foreign nstions, we might then
have acquired possession and jurisdic-
(on of their soil, with the right to
enforce our laws u]ilun their people, and
to impose upon them such laws and
such obligations as we might choose.
But we had, before the war, complete
jurisdiction of the southern states, lim-
ited only by our own constitution; our
laws were the only national laws in
force there; the government of the
United States was the only government
through which those states and their
people had relations with foreign
nations, and its flag was the only flag
by which they were recognized orknown
anywhere on the face of the earth.
In all these respects, and in all other
respects involving national interests
and rights, our possession was
and complete, It did not need to be
acréuired, but only to be maintained,
and a victorious war against the rebel-
lion could do nothing more than main-
tain it. It could only vindicate the
disputed supremacy of the constitition;
it could neither enlarge or diminish
the authority whieh that constitution
confers uﬁon the government by which
it was achieved, Such an eularfement
or abridgement of constitutional power
¢an be effected only h{ an amendment
of the constitution itself, and such
amendment can be made only in the
modes which the constitution itself
prescribes, :
pression of the insurrection againgt the
government gives additional authorit
?nd Enwer to that government, especial-
y 4

at it enlarges the jurisdiction of}

Congress and gives that body the right
to exclude states from represehtation in

the national counecils,” without which |

the nation iteelf can have no authorit
and no existence, seems to us at vari-
ance alike with the principles of the
constitution and with the public safety.

Third., Bat it is alleged that in cer-
tain particulars the constitution of the
United States fails to secure the absolute
justice and impartial equality which
the principles of our government re-
quire; that it was, in this respeet, the
result of compromises and consessions
to which, however necessary when the
constitution was formed, we are no
longer compelled to submit; and that
now having the power through & suc-
cessful war, and a just warrant for its
exercise, in the hostile conduct of the
insurgent section, the actual govern-

ent of the United States may impose
its owh congitiong, and rhake the con-
stitution conform in all its provisions
to its own ideas of equality and the
rights of war.

Congress, at its last session, proposed amend-
ments to the Constitution, enlarging, in some
very important particulars, the anthority of the’
General Government over that of the several
states, and reducing, by indirect disfranchise-
ment, the representative power of the states in
whichslavery formerly existed;and itis claimed
that these amendments may be made valid as
parts of the original congtitution, withour the
conenrrence of the states to be most seriously
efTected by them; or that they may be imposed
npon those states by three-fourths of the re-
maining states, as conditions of their re-ad-
mission 10 representation to Congress and in
the electoral college. It is- the unqueul;iame
right of the people of the United States to @
such changes ia the constitution as they, upon
due deliberation, may deem expedient; but we
insist that they shall be made in the mode
whigh the eonstitation itself points out, in con-
formity with the letter and apirit of that in-
strument, and with the principles of self-gov-
ernmentand of e?unl rights which lie at the
basis of our republican institntions. We deny
the right ufﬁon%resﬂ to make these changes in
the fundamental Jaw, without the concutrence
of three-fourths of all the states, includ-
hzag, esgeclally. those to De the most seriously
affected by them, or to iinpose them upon the
states or people as conditions of representation
or of ad on to any of the rights, duties or
obligations which belong, under tlie constitu-
tion, to all the states alike. And with still
greater‘am&hnslﬁ do we deny the right of any
portion of the states, excluding the rest of the
states {rom any share in their council, to pro-
pose or sanction chianges in the constitntion

rfect |

The claim that the sup- |

‘

-ernment towards them, tothe action by which

s

relations and control or coerce the legitimate
action of the several numbers of the common
Union, Such exercise of power is simply an
usurpation, and is just as unpardonable when
exercised by northern states as it would be if
exercised by the southern, and is not to be for-
tified nor palliated b% anything in the past
history either of those by whom lt.gl.s attempted,
or of those qun whose rights and liberties it is
to take eflect. It finds no warrant in the con-
stitution; it is at war with the fundamental
princ?lea of our form of ﬁo‘?arnment. and it
tolerated in one instance, it becomes a prece-
dent for future invasions, liberty and constitu-
tional right depend solely upon the will of the
party in possession of power, and thus leads, by
o direct neces sequence, to the most fatal
and intolerable of all tivrannias—the ty y of
shifting and irresponsible political factions, It
is against this, the most formidable of all dan-
gers which menace the stability of free govern-
ments, that the constitution was intended most
carefully to provide, We demand a strict and
steadfast adherence to its provisions. In this,
and in this alone, can we find the basis of per-
manent union and peace, .
Fourth. But it is alleged, in dlust.iﬂcﬁunn of
the usurpation which we condemn, that the

condition of the southern states and ple is
not such as renders safe their re-gdmission to
share in the government of the country; that

they aredisloyal in sentiment, and that neither
the honor, eredit nor interesis of the nation
would be safe if they were re-admitted to share
in its conncils, We might reply to this: 1st, That
we have no right, for sach reasons, to denyto
any portion of the states or people the hts
expressly eonferred upon them by the constitu-
tion of the United States, 2d, at _so long as
their aets are those of loyalty, so long as they
conform in all their publie conduct to the re-
quirements of the constituntion and laws, we
bave no right to exact from them a conformity
in their sentiments and opinions to our own.
3d. That we have no right to distrust the pur-
Egcae or ability of the le ofthe Union to pro-
t and defend, under all contingencies and by
whatever means may be required, its honor and
its welfare, These would, in our judgment, be
full and conclusive answers to the plea thus ad-
vanced for the exclusion of these states from
the Union; but we say further that this plea
rests upon a complete misapprehension or an
nnjust perversion of exim:lml; facts, We do not
hesitate to affirm that there is no section of the
munl.ay where the constitution and laws of the
United States find a more prompt and strict
obedience, than in those stateés and among those
people who were lately in arms against them
or where there is less purpose or less danger o
any future attempt to overthrow their author-
ity., It would seem to be both natural and inev-
itable that In the statessand sections so recently
swept by the whirlwind of war, where all the
ordinary modes and methods of industry have
been broken up, and the bonds ol influences
that guarantee social order have been destroyed,
where thousands and tens of thousands of tur-
#pirits have been suddenly loosed from

Pt
| the diseipline of war and thrown without re-

sources or reéstraint upon a disorganized and
chaotic society, and where the keen sense of de-
feat is added to the overthrow of ambition and
hope, scenes of violence shenld defy foratime
the imperfect discipline of luw, and excite anew
the fears and fnregod.lnga of the patriotic and
well disposed. It is unquestionably true that
local disturbances of this kind, accompanied by
more or less of violenee, do still ocenr, but they
are confined eutirely to the cities and larger
towns of the southern states, where different
races and interests are brought closely in con-
tact, and where passions and resentinents are
always nost easily fed and ripen intooutbreaks.
Even they are quite as much the fruit of un-
thmely and heated agitation, as of any hostility
on the part of the peofla to the authority of the
National Government. Buat the current testi-
mony of those best acquainted withh the condi-
tion of society and the state of public sentiment
in the south, including that of its representa-
tives in this convention, establishes the fact
that the great n.ass of thesoathern people ac-
cept, with as full and sincere a submission as
do the people of other states, the re-established
supremacy of national authority, and are pre-
pared, in the most loyal spiritand with a zeal
quickened alike by their interest and their
pride, to co-operate with the other states and
sections on whalever may be necessary de-
fend the rights, maintain the honor and pro-
mote the welfare of our common ¢country.,
History affords no instance where a people
so powerful in numbers, resources and publie
£pirit, after & war so long in its duration, so des-
tructiveinits p ess and 8o adverse in its is-
sue, have accep defeat and Its consequences
with so much of good faith as has marked the
conduct of the people lately in inenrrection
against the United States, yvond all question
this has been largely due to the wise generosity
with which their enforced surrender was ac-
cepted by the President of the United States,
and the generals in immediate command of tie
armies, and to tke liberal measures which were
afterwards taken to restore order, tranquility
and law to the States where all had, for some
time, béen overthrown, No steps could have
been better calculated to command the respect,
win the confidence, revive the patriotism and
secure the permanent and aflectionate alle-
glance of the le of Lthe South to the consti-
tution and laws of the Union, than those which
have been so warmly taken andsosatisfactorily
pursued by the President of she United States:
and if that confidence and loyalty have been
seriously impaired, if the people in the South
are to-day less cordial in their allegiance than
they were immediately npon the close of the
war, we belleve it is due to the changed tone of
the Iegmlati?e epartinent of the General Gov-

Congress has endeavored to supplant and de-
feat Lthe President’s wise and beneficent policy
for. restoration, to their exclusion from ail par-
tie!Fatinn inour common
withdrawal from them of thé& rights conferred
and guaranteed by the constitution, and to the
evident purpose of Congress, in the exercise of
tsurped and uriawful anthority, to reduce them
frore the rank of free and equal members of a
republic of States, with their rightg and digni-

| ties unimpaired, to the condition of conguered

provinces amd a conguered people, in all things
subordinate and subject to the wii! of their con-
free only to obey laws in the making
they are not allowed to share,

No people has ever yet existed whose loyalty
and faith such treatment longeontinued should
not aliensate and impair, and the ten millions
of Americans who live in the South would be
unworthy citizens of afree country, degenerate
sonsg of an heroic ancestry, unfit ever to become
guardians pf the rights and liberties bequeathed
to us by the fathers and founders of this Repub-
lie, if they eould accept with ancéomplaining
submissiveness the hurniliation thus sought to
be impesed npon them. RNesentment ofinjustice
isalways and everywhere essential to freedoms:
and the spirit which prompts the states and
yeoplée lately in insurrection, but Insurgentnow
no longer, to protest against the imposition of
unjust and degrading conditions, .makes them

} all the more worthy (o share in thegovernment

-

‘it has saved. It has swept

of a free commonwealth, and gives still irmey
assurance of the future power and freedom of
the Republie, .

FFor whatever responsibility the southern
people may have incurred in resisting the au-
thority of the National Government, and in tak-
ing up arms for its everthrow, they may be held
to answer as individuals before the judiecial tri-
bunalsof the land; and for their conduct as socie-
ties and nrganizeci communities, they have al-
ready paid the most fearful penalties that ean
fall on offendingStates, in the losses, the suffer-
ing and humiliations of unusuccessful war, But
whatever may be the guilt or the punishment
of the conscious authors of the insurreetion,
candor and common justice demanded the con-
cession that the great massof those who became
involved in its responsibilities acted upon what
they deemed to be their duty, in defense of what
they had been taught to believe their rights,
under a compulsion physical and moral which
thﬁy were erless to resist, _

or can it be amiss to remember that, terrible
as have been the bereavementsand losses of this
war, they have fallen exclnsively upon neither
section and upon neither Pm-ty; lglat they lu}‘we
fallen witk far greater we giht. upbn those with
whom the war Degan; that in the death of rela-
tives and friends, the dispossession of families,
the dimﬂiun nf social systems and social ties,
the overthrow of governments of law and order,
the destruction of property and means of indus-
try, the loss of political, commereial and moral
influence in every shape and form which great
calamities can assume, the states and people
which én d in war against the government
of the United States have suffered tenfold move
than those who remained in anllegiance to its
constitution and laws, These considerations
may not, as they certainly do mot, justify the |
action of the peoplé of the insurgent states, but
no justor ﬁenernus mind will refuse to them
very considerable weight in determining the
line of conduct which the governmeat of the
United States should pursue towards them,

They accept, if not with alacrity, ce
without sullen resentment, the defeat and over-
throw they have sustained. They acknowledge

and acquiesce in the results to themselves. ngy !
e

no longer claim for any state the right to sec
from the Union. They no longer assert for anlv
state an allegiance paramount to that which is
due to the General Government. They have
accepted the destruction of slavery, have a-
bolished it by their state mnstituﬂnns. and
have concurred with the states and le of
the whole Union in prohibiting its existence
fofrevar upon the soil or within the jurisdiction
of the United States, They evince their pur-
pose, just so fast as may be possible and safe, to
adapt their domestic laws 1o the ¢h con-
dition of their soclety, and to secure by law and
its tribunals equal and im&rual justice to all
classes of -their inhabitan They

invalidity of all acts of resistence to national
authority, and of all debts ineurred in attempt-
ing its overthrow, They avow theirwill €S8
to share the burdens and discharge all the
duties and obligations which rest upon them in
common withthe otherstates and other sections
of the Union., And they avow through their
representatives in this convention, by all their
publie eonduet in every way, and by the most
solemn acts by which states and society can
pledge thelr faith, their engagement to bear
true faith and allegiance, through all time to
come, to the constitntion of the United States
and to Pll laws that may be made in pursuance
thereof. Fellow countrymen: We call mpon
you, in full reliance upon your intelligence and
your pririotiam, to accept, with generous and
ungrudginf confldence, this fall surrender on
the part of those lately in arms st your
authority, and to share with them the honor
and renown that await those who back |

concord to jarring states. The ward

Eeaoe and

as closed with all its sorrow, and its disasters
have opened a new carear of glory tothe Nation
away the hostilities
of sentiment and of interest which were a
standing menace 1o its peace; it has destroyed
the institution of Hll?&?, a!lwayu 4 cause of
sectional agitation and strife; has opened for
our country the way to unity of interest, of
principle and of action thrnUﬁh all time to
come; has developed in both sections a military
capacity, an aptitude for achievements of war
both by sea and land, before unknown even to
ourselves, and destined to exercise hereafter,
under a united country, an Important influence
upon the characterand t'lesuni of this continent
had the world. And while it has thus revealed.
disciplined and compacted our power, it has
proved to us, beyond controversy or doubt, by
the course pursued toward both contending
sections by foreign powers, that we muast be the
guardians of our own independence, and that
the principles of republican freedom we re-
present can find among the nations of the earth
no friends arfdefenders but ourseives, We call
upon yonu, therefore, by every consideration of
your own dignity and safety, and in the name
of liberty throughout the world, to eompleéete
the work of restoration and peace whiech the
President of the United States has so well
begun, and whieh the poliey adopted and the
prt’neip!es asserted by the present Congress
alone obstruct,

The time is close at hand when members of a
new Can?rezs are to be elected, If that Con-
EI'EH; shall Eerpatuﬂte this policy and, by excln-

ing loyal States and people from representa-
tion in its Halls, shiall continue the usurpation
by which the legislative powers of the govern-
ment are exercised, common prudence compels
us to anticipate augmented discontent, a sullen
withdrawalfrom the duties and obligations of
the Federal Government, internal dissension
and a general collusion of sentiments and pre-
tensions, which may renew, in a still more fear-
fal shape, the clvil war from which we have
just emerged. We call upon vou to in
Your power to prevent the recurrence of so
transcendent a calamity, We call upon you, in
every congressional district of every state, to
secure the election of members who, whatever
other differences may characterize their politi-
cal action ,will unite in recognizing the right of
every state of the Unlon to representation in
Congress, and whowill admit to seats in either
branch every loyal Representative, from every
state in all |
may be found by each House, in the exeraise of
the power conferred upon it by the constitution,
to have been duly elected, returned and qualie
fled for a seat therein,

When thisshall have beenh done, the Govern-
ment will have been restored to its integrity,
and the constitution will have been re-esta
lished in its fall supremacy, and the American
Union will egain have become, what itwas in-
tended by these who formed it, a sovereign na-
tion, composed of seperate states each, lke it-
gelf, moving In a distinct and. independent
sphere, exercising the powers .defined and re-
solved by a common constitution, and resting
upon the assent, the confidence and co-opera-
tion of all the stales and all the people subject
to its authority. Thus reorganized and restored
to their constitutional relations, the states and
the General Government can enter, in a frater-
nal spirit, with a ecommon pu eand common
interest, npnn what reforms the ‘security of per-
sonal rights, the enlargement of popular tiberty
and the perfeetion of onr republican jnstilu-
tions may demand.

admit the |

l

lance to the Government, who |

|

. Washington, -0,

The President has issued a proclamation, re-
citing former proclamations, and acts or resolu-
tions of Congress, in form nearly similar to the
peace proclamation of April 2. and concluding
as follows:—And whereas, subsequently to the
2d day of April, 1866, the insurrection in the
state of Texas has been eompletely and every
where suppressed and ended, and the anthority
of the United States has been successfully and
completely established in the said state, and
now remains unresisted and undisputed; and
such of the proper officers as have been duly
commissioned within the limits of said state
are now in the undisturbed exercise ot their offi-
clal functions; and whereas the laws can now
be sustained and enforced in the sald State of
Texas, hp- the said state; and the people of the
State of Texas and the people of the other states
are well and lorau.ri' dis d have conform-
ed or will conform in their lation tothecon-
dition of aflfairs growing out of the amendment
to the constitution of the United States, pro-
hibiting slavery within the Jimits of said states
and their jurisdiction; and whereas all the rea-
sons and conclusions set forth in regard to the
several statestherein oflicially named, ﬂipplr
equally and in all r the e of
Texas as well as Lo the other states whieh have
been involved in insurrection: and whereas
adequate provision has been made by military
orders to enforce the execution of the acts of
t‘gg‘ﬁrm and the eivil anthority, and tosecure
© ence to the elvil laws of the United States
in Texas, in case the resort to mili force
for such purpose should at n.ngrtgme come
necessary; now, ther An mn
President of the United S do I and
declare that the insurrection whieh heretofore
existed in the State of Texas is at an end, a.n({his
henceforth tobe soregarded in that stateasinthe
other srates befere mentioned, where the insar-
rection was proclaimed tobe at an end in the
aforesaid proclamation of April 2, 1566,
And I do fuarther proclaim that said insur-
rection is at an end, and that peace, order,
trant?hnllity aud civil authority exist through-
out the whole of the United States of ca.

In ony whe I have hereunto set my
hand, and eaused the seal of the United States
to be aflixed, -

Doneat the City of Washington, the twentieth
day of August, 186, and of the independence of
the Uni States of America the ninety first.

By the President,
W, H. SEWARD, ANDREW JOHNSON,
Seeretary of State.

Washington, 20,

A meeting of army oflicers favorable to the
President’s policy was held at Willards hotel
E:aﬁtarda , Gen, Steedman presiding. The meet-

g decided to call a national mass convention
of soldiers at Chicago, on the 17th of September,
to ra the proceeding of the Philadelphia
Convention,

In accordance with the President’s proclam-
ation of the 10th inst., declaring null and void
Maximilian’s blockade o Matamoras and
other Mexican ports, the Navy Department has
dispatched two men of war to be stationed at
the mouth of the Rio Grande. The Commander
of the Pacific squadron has also received orders
to send two ships to Mazatlan and G to

e Pacific

protect United States interests on

coast,
. New York, 20,

A fire broke out yesterday morning in a
sohooner loaded with petroleum oil for y
lying at Valentines's oil yard, Jersey City. The

ames spread to_the California” Steamship
Company’s dock, destroying two pilers and a
part of the third and some 18 of all class-
es; the total loss is estimated at 1,640,000, Three
lives were lost, and many persons injured.
The fire raged from 8 a.m, nightfall. Moses
Taylor owned one of the plers 800 feet long.
About 8,000 barrels of 0il were in the cargoor on
the piers destroyed.

The President has received many state dele-
gations to the Philadelphia Convention, all of
whom tender congratulatory addresses, and
come laden with recommendations of changes

in office.

To the New Hampshire delegation he said:—
There should be a

ean sweep of Radlcal office
holders. . ~

The Missouri delegation made a formal re-
Blairas Secretary

-

commendation of Gen,
of War, and asked the President for some direct
assurance that loyal men in Missouri shonld be
protected at the ballot box, inst the illegal
maa.%nres adopted by the Radical state govern-
ment.

The President said that Gen. Hancock, com-

manding the Department of Missourl, would

give every possible assistance within the ti-
mate sphere of his duties, and sald: 1 ?
you will find the Emtecuun of the government,
as far as compatible; afforded to you.

Sengr Romero has reeeived the following,
dated” Matamoras, August 9th:—The Frene
have evacuated Matamoras and Saltillo, Both
places are now in the possession of our fo

- 0 - .
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THEIndians are reported tobetrouble-
some in the neighborhood of Fort Reno,
Powder river, on the route from Ft.
Laramie to Montana, |

THE State Prison at Charleston, Mass.,
is a paying institution, that is, its in-

| come exceeds its expenditures. This

can probably be said of few institutions
of the kind in the country.

JOoHN NICHOLS, of Danvers, Mass., 83

ears of age, has just gathered in, with

is own hands, his 73d successive year’s
hay crop, and he thinks himself good
for a few more to come,

A BUFFFALO city railroad company
petitioned the other day for authority
to increase its fares, on the ground that
the conductors stole the profits.

THE river Danube flows through two
kingdoms and two empires. It begins
as a Protestant rivalet, then becomes a
'll}onian Catholie river, and finally turns

uar . ;

A sPECIAL dispatch to the Chicago
Post, from Augusta, Ga., gives an ac-
count of a woman and two children whe
died from starvation in the interior of
Georgia. It also mentions a snake
seventeen feet long, which had attack-
ed some young men who were out gun-
nisg, and coiled iiself around one of -
them, breaking both arms, :



