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the constitution ofot the united states
andasandjus a necessary consequence no mailman
could lawfully represent those states iliin
the councils orthe united states but
this was only an obstacle to thetthe eenjoy-
ment

J

of the rightricht andan d to the discharge
ofbf a duty it did not annul the one nor
abrogate the other and it ceased to ex

when the usurpation by which it
was created had been overthrown and
alethe states had again resumed their al-
legiancelelegianceanee to the constitution and laws of
the united states

second but it is asserted in support
of thetho authorityy claimed by the congress
now in possession ofbf power that it howsflows
directly from the laws of war that it is
among the rightstights which victoriousrious war
always confers upon the conquerorsconquerorkorb
which the conqueror may exercise or
waive at his ownowa discretion to this
we repreply tthatat the lawsjaws in question re
late solesolelyy the rightsin they confer
areard concerned to wars waged between
alien and independent nations and cancall
have DOno place or force in this regard
in a war waged by a government to sup
press an insurrection of its own people
upon its own soil against itsita guthorlauthorityt
if we had carried on a successsuccessfulfiufid war
againawainagainstqt foreign ristnationsionslons we might then
have acquired possession and jurisdic-
tion of their soil with the right to
enforce our laws upon their people andalid
to impose upon them such laws and
suehsuch obligations as wowe might choose
but we had before the war complete
jurisdiction of thetho southern states p lim-
ited only by our own constitution our
laws were the only national laws in
force there the government of the
united states was the only government
through which those states and their
people had relations with foreign
nations and its liaghag was the only naghag
by which they were recognized
anywhere on the face of the earth
in all these respects and in all other
respects involving national interests
and rights our possession was perfect
and complete it did not need to be
actacuacquiredllredtiredI1 but only to be maintained
and a victorious war against the rebrebel-
lion

pl
could do nothing mure than main-

tain it ibit could only vinvindicatedicato the
disputed supremacy otof the constitution
it could neither enlarge or diminish
the dutauthorityhority which that constitution
confers upon governmentthe by which
it wasas achieved suehsuch an enlargement
0 of constitutional power
can be effected only byanby an amendment
of the constitution itself and sucsuesuchsuehh
amendment can be made only in the
diodes which the constitution itself
prescribes the claim that the sup-
pression ofodthethe insurrection against the
government gives additional authorityau thorit
and power to that government especial-
ly that it enlarges the jurisdiction of
congress and gives that body the right
to exclude states from cepresrepresentatione illin
the national colineolincouncilsclis without which
the nation itself can have no authority
and no existence seems to us at vari
ariceanca alike with the principles of the
constitution and with the public safety

third but it is alleged that in cer-
tain particulars the constitution of the
united states failsfalls to secure the absabsoluteblute

1Ijustice and impartial equality which
the principles of our government re
quireauire thatthit it was in this respect the
resbresn it of compromises and confessionscon sessions
to which however necessary when the
constitution was formed we arearc no

vongerlonger compelled to submit and that
now having the power through it suc-
cessfulcesstulstal war and a just warrant for 1itst
exercise in the hostile conduct of ththe
insurgentigent section the actual govern
jentof the united states may impose
1itstsVDwhphi conditions and make the con-
stitutionution conform in all its provision
to its own ideas of equality and the
elghnightsrightsts of wartwae

its last sesZessessionsion proposed amend-
ments to the constitution enlarging in some
very important particulars the authority odthegeneral government over that of the several
states and reducing bybr indirect disfranchise

i mentrilent thothe representative power of the states in
which slavery torforformerlymeilymelly ex itis claimed
that these amendments may be made valid ns
parts of the orlorforiginalinalinai constitution without the
concurrence of theibe states to be niostniest seriously
effected by hemthem ofor that they may be imposed
aponupon those states hy three fourths of the re-
maining states as conditions of their readre ad
mission to representation to congress andinand in
the electoral college llisit Is the unquestionable
rigrighthtoftof the0 peopleeople of the united states tamareto make
eucsucsucasuchh changes in the as they upon
dueduono dellbedelibedeliberationtion maymaxmay deem expedient boutwe
insist that they shall bobe made in the mode
wwalhhl ah the constitution itself points out in con
formley withwilh the jetterletter and spirit of that in-strumentment and with the principles of self gov

and of equal rights which lie at the
basis olourofour republicanre publican institutions we deny
therlthe nightright of congress to make these chanchangesgesininii the fundamental law without the concucontuconcurrencetrencetience
of three fourths of all the states includ-ingid especially those to be the most seriously
aaffectedactede by them or to them upon thestates or people as conditions of representation
or of admission to any of the rights duties or
obligations which belong under the
tion to all the states alike and with still

do we deny the right ofor any
mrtian of the states excluding the rest of the
tatestales sarota any sharesharp in their council to pro-

pose I1

i
or sanction chchirigoschitigos in the on I1

winch may affect permanently their political
relations and control or coerce the legitimate
action ofor the several numbers of the common
union such exercise of power is simply anusurpation and Is just as unpardonable when
exercised by northern states asis it would be ifexercised by tho southern and is not to bobe for-tified nor palliatedpalliated byb anything in the past
history either of those byy whom it Is attempted
or of those upon whose rights and Ubertlibertiesleilel it isto take elfeeleffect it finds no warrant in the con-
stitutionution it Is at war with the fundamental
principles of our form of government and if
tolerated in one instance it becomes a prece-
dent for future invasions liberty and constitu-
tional nightright depend solely upon the will of theparty in possession of power and thus leads by
a direct liecnecessaryessary sequence to the most fatal
and intolerable of all tyrannizestyranniestyrtvranniesannles the tyranny ofshifting and irresponsiblele political factions itIsagIs against this the most formidable of all dan-
gers which menace thetho stability of free govern-
ments that the constitution was intended mostcarefully to provide we demand astrlct and
steadfast adherence to its provisions in this
and in this alone can we find the basis of per-
manent unionnandnaudand peace

fourthFourtli but it is alleged in justification of
the usurpation which we condemn that thothe
condition of the southern states and people isnot such as renders safe their re to
share in the government of the country thatththeyeyareare disloyal in sentiment and that neither
llelieilethe honor credit nor interests of thetha nationwould bonafe if they were re admitted to sharelain its councils we might reply to this thatwe have no right for such reasons to denatodeny toany portion of the states or people the rights
extipexpresslyrosisly conferred upon them by the
tion of tliothe united states ad that solon as
their acts are those of loyalty so long as theyilley
conform in all their public conduct to the re-quirementsquire ments of the constitution and laws we
have ndno right to exact from them a conformity
in their sentiments and opinions to our own
ad that we have no right to distrust the pur-
pose or ability of the people odtheof the union to pro-
tect and defend underall contingencies and by
whatever means may be required its honor anandits welfare these would in our judgment be
fullfall and conclusive answers to the pleapiea thus ad-
vanced for the exclusion of these states from
the union but we say further that this plea
rests upon a complete misapprehension or allan
unjust perversion of existing facts we do not
hesitate to affirm that there is no section of thecountry where the constitution and laws of the
united states find a more prompt and strict
obedience than in those states andana among those
people who were lately in arms against themor where there Is lesslass purpose or less danger ofany future attempt to overthrow their author-ity it would seem to be both natural and inev-
itable that in the states tindfind sections so recently
swept by the whirlwind of war where niltill theordinary modes and methods of industry have
been broken up and the bonds oiol influences
that guarantee social order have been destroyed
where thousands and tens of thousandsshousands of tur-
bulent spirits have been suddenly loosed from
the discipline of war and thrown without re-
sources or restraint upon a disorganized and
chaotic society and where the keen sensesene of de-
feat is added to the overthrow of ambition and
hope scenes of violence should derydefy forafornfor a time
the imperfect discipline of icvlav and excite anew
the fears and forebodings of the patriopatriotictl and
well dispodisposedzed itac Is unquestionably true thatlocal disturbancesdisturbaneesances of this kind accompanied by
more or less of violence do still occur but they
are confined entirely to the cities and larger
towns1 of thothe southernsouson themathera states where different
taceracesraees and interests are brought closely lain con-
tact aandaadandad where passions andaud resentmentspresentmentsresent ments are
always1 ways easily fed and ripen into outbreakseveneyene they are quite isas much the fruit of un-
timely and heated agitation as of any hostility
on the martofpart of the people to the authority of thothe
rational government but the current testi-mony of tho acquainted with the condi-
tion ot0 scletysociety and the state of public sentiment
in the south including that of its representa-
tives in this convention establishes the fact
that the great hass of the southern pepeople0pie ac-
cept with as fullfall and sincere a submission as
do the people of other states the reestablishedestablishedre
supremacy pfaf national authority and are pre-
pared in the most loyal spirit and with a zeal
quickened alike by their interest and their
pridedetoto cooperateoperateco with the other states and
sections on whatever may be necessary to de-
fend the rights maintmaintainaln the honor and pro-
mote thetha welfare olourofour common country

history affords no instance where a people
so powerful in numbers resources and public
spirit after a war so longiong in its duration so des-
tructivetructive in its progress and sogo adverse in its is-
sue have accepted defeat and its consequences
with so much osgoodof good faith as has marked the
conduct ortheof the people lately jnin insurrection
against the united states beyond all question
this has been largely due itto the wise generosity
with which their enforced surrender was aieftc

thetho president of the united states
and the generalgenerals in immediate command of tue
armies and to the liberal measures which were
afterwards taken to restore order tranquility
and law to the states where all had for some
time beenben overthrown no steps couldconid have
been better calculated to command the respect
win the confidence revive the patriotism and
secure the permanent and affectionate alle-
giance af6 the people of thetile south to the consti-
tution and laws of the union than those which
have been so warmly takedtaken and so satisfactorily
pursued by the president of the united states
and if that confidence nudaua loyalty have been
seriously impaired if taethe people in the south
are todayto day less cordial in their allegianceallegglance than
they were immediately upon the close of the
war we bellevebelieve it is due to the changed tone of
the legislative department of the general gov-
ernment towards them to the action by wwhichcongress hashits endeavored to supplant and de-
feat the presidents wise and beneficent policy
foroon restoration to their exclusion from all par-
ticipation imona common government to thetho
withdrawal from them of jhcthc rights conferred
and guaranteed by the constitution and to the
evident purpose of congress in the exerciseexerciseclEe of
usurped and unlawful authority to reduce thiem
from the rank of free and equal members of a
republic of stateStates with and digni-
ties unimpaired to the condition of conquered
provinces niallaaid a conquered people in all thingst
subordinate and subject to thetho will of their crin

free only to obey laws in the mattingmailing
of which they are not allowed to blareyo people has evereter yet existed whose loyalty
and faith such treatment should
not alienate and impair andaud the ten millions
ofamericans who live in the south would be
unworthy citizens of afreepoucountryaryury degenerate
sons of an heroic ancestry unfit ever to become
guardians of the rights and liberties bequeathed
to us by the fathers and foundersfound irs of this
ilelie ifit they could accept with uncomplaining
submissiveness the humiliation thus sought to
be imposed upon them 1 ofinjustice
Is always and everywhere essential tto0 freedom
and thothe spirit which prompts the states anuand
reopeopeople0 lately in insurrection but insurgentnow

to protest against the imposition ofunjust and degrading conditions snakesibabes them
all the more worthy to

of a rreefree commonwealthsonhonmon and gives still firmer
assurance otof the future power and freedom of
the republic 0

for whatever responsibility the southern I1

PCpeoplepeonieopleorie may aihavohavevo incurredinam red inili resisting thothe au-
thorityt ol01 and in tak-ingI113g up arms for its overthrow they may beheldiebeldheldtto0 answer as individuals befordbefore thothe Jjudicial tri-bunals odtheof the land and for their conduct aseis
tiedties andana organized communities they have al
ready paid the most fearful penalties that can
fall on offending states in the losses the stisuffersunnernierfier
ing and humiliations warwan butwhatever may be the guilt or the punishment
of the conscious authors of the insurrection
candor and common justicejustlee demanded the con-
cession that thothe great mass of those who became
involved in itsita responsibilities acted upon whatthey deemed to be their duty in defense ofwhat
thethothoythey had been taught to believe their rightsauyerunder a compulsion physical and moral which
ahrthey powerless to resist

I1nor can ftft be amiss to rememberremember that terrible
as have been thebereavements and losses of thiswar they have fallen exclusively upon neithersection and upon neither party thatat they have
tallenlallen with far greater weight ucbupon those with
whom the began that in the death of rela-
tives and friends the dispossession offaof familiesmillesthe disruddisruptioneption 0 social systems and social ties
the overthrow of governments of law and order
the destruction ofor property and means of indus-try thetile loss of political commercial and moral
influence in every shape and form which great
calancalarcalamities can assume the states and people
which engaged in war against the government
of the united states have suffered tenfold more
than those who remained in nileulleallegianceglance to its
constitution and laws these considerations
nifahiftmay not as they certaincertainlylydodo not justify the
action otof the people of thetho insurgent states butno just or generous mind will refuse to themvery considerable weight in determining the
line of conduct which the roverngoverngovernmentme at ofoil the
united states should pursue towards them

they accept itif not with alacrity certainly
without sullen resentment the defeat and overovert
throw they have sustained they acknowledgee
and acquiesce in the results to themselves they
no longer for any state the right to secede
from theohe union they no longer assert for any
state an allegiance paramountparamonnt to that whwhich Isili
due to the general government they haveve
accepted the destruction of slavery hahave a-
bolishedbollbolishedshea it by their state constitutions and
havellave concurred with the statesstater and people of
the whole union in prohibiting its existence
forever upon tuethe sailor within the jurisdiction
of the united states they evince their pur-
pose just so fast as may be possible and salesafe to
adapt their domestic laws zo10 the changed con

of their society and to secure bybylawlaw and
its tribunals equal and impartial justice to all
classes of their inhabitants they admit the
invalidity of all acts of resistancereslresistence to national
authority and of all debts incurred in attempt-
ing its overthrow they avow theintheir willingness
to share the burdens and discharge all the
duties and obligations which rest upon them incommon with the otherstates and other sections
of the union and they avow through their
representatives in this convention by all their
public conduct in every way and by the most
solemn acts by which stalesstates and society can
pledge their faithfalth their engagement to bebearbeirtr
true faith and alleaileallegianceclaliceglaticealice through all titimerme to
come to the constitution of the united sstatestates
and to all laws that may be made in pursuance
thereof fellow countrymen we call upon
you in full reliance upon your intelligence and

to accept with generous and
confidence this full surrender on

the part ol01 those lately in armsarras against your
authority and to share with them the honor
and renown that await those who bring back
peacebace and concord to jarring states the war
bashasras closed witliall its sorrowborrow and its disasters
have opened a new cagearcarearofglory to the nation
it hashah savedgaved it has swept away the hostilities
of sentiment and of interest which were ait
standing menace to its peace it has destroyed
the institution of slavery always a cause of
sectional agitagitationatlon and strife has opened for
our country the way to unity of interest of
principle and of action through all time to
come has developed in both sections a military
capacity allan aptitude for achievements of war
both by sea and land before unknown even to
ourselves and desdestinedtineltineI to exerciseexercised hereafter
under a united country an important influence
upon theethed character and destiny orthisof this contincoutIncontinentent
had the world and while it hasas thus revealed
disciplined and compacted our power it has
provedprovid to uus beyond controversy or doubt by
the course pursued toward both contcontendingcontemningenangenIng
sections by foreign powers that we mustmulbebe theguardians of our own independence andanand 0anatat
the principles of republican freedomfreedonli we re-present can ninfindaulong the nations odtheof the earth
no friends 01 fendersdefenders but ourselves we call
upon you therefore by every consideration ofyour awilowl dignity and safety and in the name
of liberty throughout the world to conicompletepiete
the work of restoration and peace which thepresident of the united ststatesittes has so well
begun andana which the policy adopted and the
principles asserted by the present congress
alone obstruct

the time Is close at handchenhanahand when members of a
new congress are to be elected if that con
gresgress shall perpetuate this policy and by exclu-
ding loyal states and people from representa-
tion in shall continue the usurpation
by which the legislative powers of the govern-
mentment areara exercised common compels
us to anticipate augdenaugmentedtedled discontent a sullen

the duties and obligations of
thothe federal government internal dissension
and a general collusion of sentiments and pre-
tensions which may renew in a still more fear-
ful shape the civil war ftom which we havejust emerged we call you to interposeyour power to prevent the recurrence of BOso
transcendent a calamity we call upon boninyouyon inevery congressional district of every state to
secure the election of members who whatever
other differences may characterize their politi-
cal action will unite in recognizing the right ofevery state of the union to representation incongress and who will admit to seats in either
branch every loyalloral representative from every
state inn allegiance to thothe government who0may be found by each househonse in the exerexerciseelse of
the power conferred upon it by the constitutionto axe been duly elected returned and quail
fled for a seat therein

when this shall havehaye beenbech done the govern-
ment will have been restored to its integrity
and the comcowconstitution will have been re
Itdished in HAits fall supremacy and the americanamerlean
union will egnatu have become what itetwaswas in-
tended by those who formed it a sovereign na-
tion composed of seperato statesstate eachgeach lura it-
self moving in a distinct and independent
sphere exercising the powers definod and re-
solved by a common constitution and resting

the confidence and oo00 opera
tiontiou cfallof allail the states and all the people 9subjectu b act
to its authority thus reorganized and terestoredt0red
to their constitutional relations the statstateses andthe general government can entenenter in a frater-nal spirit with a common purpose and common
interest upon what reforms offerof per-
sonal rigrightshitstits the enlargementchiai wernent popularof liberty
and the perfection 100 conr republican
tlonationa may demand

washingtonwashintonton 0
thothe president has issued a procproclamationlaniaianiatioution re-

eleltin formerformen proclamations and acts or resolu-
tions orof congress in form nearly similar to the
peace proclamation of april 32 and concluding
as follows and whereas subsequently to ththe
ad day of april 1866 the insurrection in the
state of texas has been completely and every
where suppressed and ended and thetho authority
of the united states has been successfully and
completely established iliin said state and
now remains tuitulresisted and undisputed and
such of the proper officers as have been dulydaly
commissioned within the limits of said state
are now in the undisturbedbed exercise ot their offi-
cial functions and whereas the laws can nowmow
be sustained and enforced in the said state of
texas by the said state and the people ofjot thestate of texas and the people ofor the other states
adewell and loyally have conform-
ed or will conform in their legislation to the con-
dition of affairs growing out of the amendment
to the constitution of the united states pro

within the limits ofowsaldsaidbald states
and their jurisdiction andana whereas all the rea-
sons and conclusions set forth in regard to the
several stalenstaler therein officially named aapply
equally and in alioil respects to the people oftexas as wellweil as to the otheroth er states which have
been involved in insurrection andana whereas
adequate provision has been made by military
orders to enforce the execution of the acts ofcongress and the civil authority and to secure
obedience to the civil laws of the united states
in texas in case the resort to military force
for such purpose should at any time become
necessnecessaryarydry now therefore I1 andrew johnson
president of the united states do proclaimlinaitra and
declare that thothe insurrection which heretofore
existed in the state of texas Is at an end and Is
henceforth to be so regarded in that state asinas in the
other states mentioned where the insur-
rection was proclaimed tobeatbeadbe at an end in the
aforesaid proclamation of april 2 isu

and I1 do further proclaim that said insur-
rection is at an end and that peace order
tranquility audand civil authority exist through-
out the whole of the united states of america
in testimony whereof I1 have hereunto set my
hand and caused the seal of the united states
to be affixed

donealdone at thothe city of washington the twentieth
day of august ngoUGO and of the independence of
the united states of america the ninety first

by the president
anvar HU andrew JomsossoN

secretary of state0 washington 2010
A meeting of army officers favorable to thepresidents policy was held at willardswilWlllards hotel

reyesterday gen steedman presiding themertthe meet-
ing decidedeed to call a national mass coaveatlon
of soldsoldierslerslerg at chicago on the of september
lo10 ratify the proceeding of the philadelphiala
convention

inid accordance with the presidents proclam-
ation of the loth insl declaring null andana voidvold
Maxi paper blockade of matamoras and
other mexican ports the navy department has
dispatched two men of war tdtobebe stationed at
the mouth of the eioelo grande the commander
of the pacific squadron has also received orders
to send two ships to Maziazlazatlan and guaymasGua to
protect united states interestinterests on the pacific
coast

new york 20
A fisefire broke out yesterday morning in a

sohsollboner loaded with petroleum oil fortor boston
lying at Valentiness oilbil yard jersey city the
flames spread to the california steamshipcompanasCompanys dock destroying two piers and a
part of the third and some IS vessels of all class-
es the total loss lais estimated attlattiat three
lives were lost and many persons injured
the fire raged from S8 am to nightfall moses
taylor owned one of the piers feet long
about barrels of oil were in the cargo or on
the piers Aesdestroyedtroyed
the president has received many state dele-

gations to the philadelphia convention all ol01
whom tender congratulatory addresses and
come laden with recommendations of changes
in office
to the newsewnew hampshire delegation he saidsaldd

there should beibelbe a clean sweep of radical omeeoffice
holders
the missouri delegation made a formal re-

commendation ergenofgen Franje biairBlair as secretary
of war and asked the president for some direct
assurance that loyal men in missouri should be
protected at the ballot box against the illegal
measures adopted by the radical state govern-
ment
the president said that gen hancock com-

manding the department of Missonissomissouri would
give every possible assistance within the legiti-
mate sphere of his duties andnud said I1 thinkthinly
you will find thehe protection of thehie government
isas far as compatible afforded to you
cengr romero has received the following

matamoras august ath the french
bavehavelave evacuated matamorasMafamoras both
places are now in the possession of ouronn forces

sewsNEWS ITEMS

are reported to be trouble-
some in the neighborhood of fort reno
powder river on the route iromfrom ftbramle to montana

THE state prison atht charChatcharlestonleston ilass
is a paying institution that is itsita in-
come elceeexceedsas its expenditures this
can probably be said of few institutions
of the kind in the country

JOHN Nicnicholsholsrols of danvers mass 83
yearsears of age has just gathered in withNhis own hands his successive years
hay crop and he thinks himself good
for a few more to come

A duyfDuFF FALOpalo city railroad company
petitioned the other day for authority
to increase its fares on the groundgrotins that
the conductors stole the profits

THE river danube flows through two
kingdoms and two empires it begins
as a protestant rivulet then becomes aegman catholic river and finally tuturnsans
turk

A specialsr ecial dispatch to the chicago
post froni augusta gagay gives an ac-
count of a womwoman andI1 d two children who
died from starvationilllil0n in the interior of
georgia it also mentions a snake
seventeen feetfeel long which had attack-
ed bomekomeorne young men who were out gun
niccy and coiled itself around one of
them breaking both arms


