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A FEW WORDS ON TITHING

taking the actions of men as seen
through the telescope of truth as the
standard of judgment we may reason-
ably conclude that with few excep-
tions all men regard the lord as a beg-
gar a pensioner on their generosity
if such were indeed the case his posi-
tion would hotbonot be unlike that of the
man who while going down frommefrom jer-
usalem to jericho fellfeli among thieves
blinded as men are by their vain im-
aginations11aginnationsactions benumbed as are their sen-
sibilitiessivijiffiesties by transgression they failfall to
recognize this truth so plainly written
in tthee volume of revelation that the
earth and the fullness thereof are the
lo10lordsads on the contrary they severally
by word and deed emphatically declare

these flocks and herds argare mine
this gold and silver arcare mine these
houses and lands are mine and in the
use possession or disposition thereof
neitherher man nor god shall interfere 11

they seembeem to have forfonforgottenforgettegotten that ththeyy
were born into this world without shoes
or stockings that they came here with
nothing to covercoter their nakedness and
that every thing they have received
bamecame from the lord they not only
failfill to recognize gods title to the earth
and all things therein but in like man-
ner also deny his right to govern them
and the obligations they are under to
obey his laws but these remarks are
more general than our present purpose
demands we wish to speak to the
saints or more correctly to those who
by profession desire to become sainsaintss
dorithe name of saint is strictly appaepliI1
cable to those only who have brought
themselves into subjection to the per-
fect law of righteousness the subject
for our present consideration is one
which has been repeatedly written on
and presented to the people through
the columns of the star-in almost every
poncponeAvable phase it has also been
spoken on by the elders times almost
without number andyesandyet strange to say

amany professing to be saints in these
elandslands and somesorn also in zionazion seem to
uunderstand little ocog nothing concerning
it such regard the law of tithing as
oppressive and a compliance therewith
an intolerable burden to such it may
be saidsald repent and be baptized for the
remission of yoursour ns that the eyes of
youryour underunderstandingstan jimaylimaymay be opened to
secandsee and comprehend the goodness and
wisdom exhibited inhi the government of
god

that a better understanding of this
subject may be gained let us ask and
answer a few plain simple questions
and what is tithing in its pri-
mary and scriptural sense the tenth
dfft anything or in other words the IN-
TEREST which the lord requires for the
life use of the property lent behimby him to
man from this answer it will be ob-
served that tithing or interest is due to
the lord not only from the saints but
from all men whether saints or sin-
ners
andendedid2nd Is the law of tithing a new one
or peculiarpecullar to this the last dispensation
noW it dates from as high antiquity as
the gospel itself and in every age when
the lord has had a recognized people
on the earth it has been taught boandto and
obeyed by theinthem and it will continue to
be as longiong as the gospel power is re-
quire to mleesave

ard3rd Is the lord poor and needy
that he asks for tithes of all people
no for the earth and all things therein
are his

fth why then does he demand
tithing and require it to be paid for
the same reason that he requires obe-
dience to every other principle of the
gospel viz the benefit of the creature
man

ath what benefit will result by
obedience to this law the lord hath
said he that is tithed shall not be
burned doedoc and cov secsee axi par
5 and again and shall observe
this law ortheyor they shall not be found
worthy to abide amlung you 11 secseeseesec
evil par 2 again the lord speakespeakingilg
to israel by the prophet malachi
charges them with infidelity and caecamcallscalis
them robbers even the whole nation
because they paid not their tithes he
afterwards entreated of them to obey
this law and promised if they would
comply with its requirerequirementsme that he
would pourur them out a blessing that
there crouldshould not be room enough to
contain it A further promise great
and precious he makes to them and
I1 will rebuke the devourer for your
sakes and he shall not destroy the
fruits of your ground neither shall

your vine cast her fruits before thetild time
inthein the fieldsmithnieldfield saith the lord of hosts 01

it is also recorded honor the lord
with thy substance and with the first
fruits of all thinothinefhingina increase so shall thy
barns be filled with plenty and ththy
presses shall burst out with nelwinenewwine
proverbs iiiill glogio91 10lo saints are these

blessings desirable they are attain-
able

ath in what is tithing to be paid
in kindhind or in what the increase con-
sists of and as soon as the com-
mandmentman dment came abroad the children of
israel brought in abundance the first
fruits of corn wine and oil and honey
and of all the increase of the field and
the tithe of all things brought they in
abundantly 221 chron 5 by
a compliance with the requirements of
this law the means necessary to build
temples to our god are obtained where-
in only many of the ordinances of the
gospel can be performed and the
blessings consequent thereon obtained
saints do you wish to be participatorsparticipatory
in these blessings the use the means
by which the right is secured these
are some of the resulting benefits we
williii mention one more it is this it
draws the line of demarcation between
the honest and the dishonest for the
law leaves it with the subject to say
what the amount of his tithing is it
therefore makes him the judge of his
own case ahns circumstanced vile in-
deed is that person who would render
an unrighteous judgment and of such
well might it be said ye are cursed
with a curse for ye lavehavehave robbed me
the whole world are at the present
time under the curse because they are
using the lords property without ren-
dering to him the tithing or interest
thereon which it is his right to demand
and have

rth when is this interest or tith-
ing to be paid and for what period
in the times of thine increase in the
times of thine ingathering year by
year throughout allati thy generations
forever

ath what is our increase all that
we have for remember we came into
this world with nothing

ath how many times are our pos-
sessions tithed ONCE ONLY on be-
coming citizens of the kingdom of god
if we obeyed this law we paid one

tenth of the property we then
ed after this our tithing on
the interest or increase of teetrethe remaining
nine tenths for example A when
he entered the church was possessed of
loo1100 on this he owed MO10 which as
an honest man he aridpaid he had 90
left Bby the use of thisis 90 he gained

20 thiathisTN 20 is increase on which he
owes as tithing za2 and will pay it un-
less he become dishonest and a robber
before god this by some may be
considered rather strong language but
it is such as the lord used towards is-
rael when they paid not their tithes
and if we pay not our tithes ininthiathis re-
spect we are not unlike what israel
were

loth who are required to pay
tithes all men they who pay it
willingly and honghonehonestlystygly will secure row
themselves the favofavor of god his bless-
ings will be poured out on them in six
troubles he will be with them and in
seven he will not forsake them they
will become the FRIENDS of god and
with jesusjesua christChris heirstheirs to the kingdom
of the father thosechose who will not
comply with this requirement I1 will
bring on themselves the lords displea-
sure will secure their banishment from
his presence and will stay the hand
that would strew their pathway with
every good

lith where can the revelation on
tithing be found in the book of doc-
trine and covenants sec evil readbead
this revelation all ye professing saints
and from this time henceforth for
shame let not the words pass the lips

I1 of any 1I did not know that to pay
tithes was a standing law in the
church

do all professing saints pay
their tithes no they do not some
pay all the tithing they honestly owe
and reap the benefits there are oth-
ers who pay a small portion of what is
their honest tithe but who ananias
and like seek to defraud the
lord out of the remaining portion
henceforth let all deal rightedrighteouslyasly with
their god and he will bless them with
means whereby they may be gathered
to the land of zion others still there
are who pay no tithing those seek to
justify themselves some on the plea of
poverty others of indebtedness to their

1 fellow men these should bear in mind

this fact the lord requires of them no-
thing but what they can do speaking
solely from a temporal point of viewview
the poor of all others should obey the
law of tithing that they might claim
the fulfillment of the promise 1I will
multiply thy substance on thee exceed-
ingly I1 will bless thy bread and thy
water and I1 will take away sickness
from the midst of thee those indebt-
ed also should pay their due to the
lord so shall they retain the lord as
their frind who will assist them in
their times of need

there is still another class many of
whom do not pay tithes of this aletheare the
rich in the things of this world but
extremely poor in spirit they cannot
pay tithes because the amount thereof
is too great they cannot afford to pay
so much let such remember that no

ofheaven are so severe as
those for mercies abused let them also
beware lest their riches take to them-
selves the wings of the morning and fly
away there are to be found some
among the elders who endeavor to
palliate the neglect on the part of the
people to pay tithing on the plea that
such are poor to one and all let it be
said those who do not pay tithes are
not so poor in purse as they are poor
in spirit and if they do not awake to
duty poverty will be their portion
they will be found unworthy to be num-
bered among the saints they will
apostatize hear it all ye professing to
be saints in zion and throughout the
world they will apostatize saith the
lord this is a gatheringgatherin g dispensation
and with but very few exceptions all
professing saints desire to gather with
the lords people in the land of zion
there is also another fact which it will
be well to bear in mind it is this that
while this is a gathering dispensation
the lord desires to gather such only
as are honest at heart those who will
be dishonest with the lord here will
be dishonest with the lord there ex-
cept they repent for should such go to
zion they would be sure to take them-
selves with them

some may perhaps infer that we
would concentrate alallnil the saving power
of the gospel in and make the recep-
tion of all blessings consequent on the
one act of paying our tithing we
answer no there are many other
duties we have to perform but wewe will
add that those who will honestly pay
their tithing will perform every other
duty which the gospel enjoins for
money is the great stumbling block in
the way of life and the love thereof the
root of all evil again tithing may
be regarded as the revenue of the king-
dom of god this being the case it
becomes at once the duty of every
loyal citizen of that kingdom to aldiaidialdaid in
proportion to his means in its main-
tenancetenance and in the faithful administra-
tion of its laws and ordinances it is
written where your treasurtreasuretreasurersorsersIs there
will your heart be also true as this
may be we will reverse the statement
and when reversed it constitutes a rule
without an exception when reversed
it will read where your heart is
there will your trefretreasureasure be also for if
it is with us at heart the kingdom of
god or nothing we will devote not
only our tithing but ALL THAT WE
rosposPOSSESSsEssi together with ourselves to its
interest and support

we have perhaps said enough on this
subject at leas for the presentent but
before we close our remarks let us ex-
hort the saints that henceforth they
look not on the paying of their tithes
as a duty or requirement only but as a
VERY GREAT PRIVILEGE for by paying
youryour tithes and neglecting the weight-
ier matters of the gospel you will make
the father thethel son and the holy
spirit your friends and having so done
when ye shall failfall in mortality they
will receive you into everlasting habi-
tationstat ions

A MINER
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EDITOR DESERET NEWS
A few days since I1 first saw a copy of

your yapaperer and must say that I1 was
surprised at its excellence I1 therein
found topics of the day discussed in a
large and comprehensive style in fact
much more ability was displayed in the
handling of matters under discussion
than is displayed in our san francisco
papers it has come to be a standing
joke that the best papers published in
san francisco are the sacramento union

and territorial enterprise your the

adrical criticism is in advance bdour
metropolitan journals which make
theatrical criticism an especial feature
I1 have seen mr Couldock and think
your criticism discriminating and just
in san francisco critics cannot affordatford
to be just if they had the necessary dis-
crimination and ability for if they
dont puff allail the performers the mana
gers wish puffed the advertisement is
withdrawn the proprietor begs for a
renewal and promises there shil ilelle no
cause of complaint in future this
thing has frequently been done byrobato
eminent publishers when their crills
ventured to speak their minds mt
estly

amusements
places of amusement with the excep-

tion of the melodeonsmelodeons are poorly pat-
ronized at present A season of opera
which has just closed was given at a
loss to the management of five or six
thousand dollars the metropolitan
theatre is occupied by a mr fitzger-
ald who announces himself as the great
american tragedian I1 have seen no
one who has ever heard of him before
he appears to beanbe an amateur of consider-
able experience he tears passion to tat-
ters in a very powerful mannar the
attendance is not large and the com-
pany is very weak the principal mem-
bers being the howson family who
have become entirely pampase in eryFrIfriscobicofico
at the opera house edwin adams a
actor of excellence is playing to a pay-
ing business the german companycomcany
essayed a sunday performance at the
american last sunday and the manager
was arrested on monday and fined on
tuesday for giving a performance on
sunday

YELLOW FEVER
yellow jack has taken his depar-

ture from the united states ship of war
resaca there was but one additional
case after the ship arrived in our har-
bour by the arrival of the last pacific
mail steamer from panama we are in-
formed that there arenoare no cases of yellow
fever on the isthmus in fact there have
been no cases on shore only those who
were confined on shipboard were affect-
ed the sacramento sailed on monday
with a crowd of passengers the travel-
ing public having got over their fright
it is reported that the cholera is preva-
lent in nicaraguaKicaragua if so we may expect
a visit on this coast and it behovesbehaves every
one to put his house in order

MUDDLE
political matters are considerably

mixed and it is doubtful who will be
the next governor gorham has shift-
ed his position so often that it is diffi-
cult to know where to find him john
conness is running the union party of
california

WHEAT CROP
the wheat crop promises to be in ex-

cess of last year it is rapidly arriving
in market and being mostly shipped to
liverpool later shipments will go to

i new york and philadelphia
INCREASE OF FIRESflees

there is a great increase in the de-
structionst of property by nirefire in our citywordwortmostly the work of incendiaries desir-
ous of getting from the insurance com
panics exorbitant remuneration forfonforeropro
perty destroyed some of the local
insurance companies are now weak and
tottering a few more heavy losses will
cause a general crash rates of insur-
ance have been run down by competi-
tion to a ruinouslyruinously low figure an in-
surance agent calls at your house dur-
ing your absence and asks ifit the
furniture is insured it it is not he
manages to get inside the door casually
glanceslances around and walks out in a few
daysays a policy of insurance is left at the
premises with a fortfor thebe party in-
sured against his will to call at the
companasCompanys office and pay the premium
and cost of surveysurveyingLug several calls of
this kind have been ventilated

MORALS OF SAN FRANCISCO
there is a rapid increase in demoral-

izing tendencies in our city there are
over chinese prostitutes and about

of other nations who openly ply
their trade and between and
houses of assignation justice is very
loosely administered in our courts the
greatest criminals escape scot free and
the small ones are severely punished
there were in the last year appli-
cants ferfor divorce in the district courts
of san francisco and momost8t of the peti-
tions which have come up for examina-
tion have been granted all grades of
criminals are on the increase and crimes
of various shades can be committed
with impunity if the criminal has
friends political influence or money
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