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converting him to the truth, we pro-
pose to labor with him a little; and
first, in regard to the degradation of
woman. If, as he asserts, patriarchal
marriage degrades women, Utah, after
more than twenty years testing the
matter, ought to furnish abundant
proof of the fact; but he eites none, and
with all respect te him asa brother ed-
itor we holdthat wa are justified in say-
ing that his ipse dizir goes for nothing.
We deny the assertion, s0 far as Utah
is concerned,and we shall try and show
our contemporary that weare right, He
should remember that ‘‘Mormonism!'
is a system of pracfical Christianity—a
real application of the teachings of the
Savior to all the affairs of life, extend-
ing to the marriage relations as well as
everythingelse. Inthe so-called Chris-
tian world, where passion instead ,of
prineiple is the only acknowledged
suide, and religion little else than
theory, we know that polygamy, for
in its mostdebased form—prostituntion—
it prevails there universally,does degrade
women; bat in Utah, after testing its
operation for more than twenty years,
those greatest proofs of female degrada-
tion — prostitution and illegitimate
children are unknown.

Another assertion made by our friend
of the Call is to the effect that polygamy
destroys civilization. ‘This, again, so
far as the experience of the ple of
Utah is concerned, is controverted by
the facts in the case, and no attempt at
proof is attempted by our brother of the
quill. Ifwe inquire what is meant by
civilization, we are told education, art
and science; and the proud eminence
which education, art and science have
attained in this country and the pro-
fessed Christian nations in Europe is
noastfully referred to as the proof that
they arethe most civilized nations on
the earth. In wviewing ecivilization in
. ifls development on bofth sides of the
Atlantie, there is great cause for rorrow
as well as for gratulation. It is un-
questionable that the arts and sciences
have reached a high degrec of perfec-
tion, and that wealth and the facilities
for education have wonderfufly in-
creased there of late years; bub it is
equally true that the massesof the people
still wallow in ignorance and poverty.
In the midst of this pame highly vaunt-
ed civilization it is also true that vice
and erime of every conceivable name
and nature abound and flourish, and
statistics prove that they are increasing
at such a [fearful rate as to everywhere
threaten destruction to law and order—
the very bulwarksof society. Ii may
be, and often is said, that orime, pover-
ty, squalor and social wretchedness are
not eivilization; this is verily true, but
they are an integral and inseparable

art of the false ecivilization of the

hristian world, and these and monog-
amy flourish together,
ow is it in Utah where polygamy
prevails? If the encouragement of art,
science or education constitute any
claim to be considersd a elvilized peo-
ple, we certainly haveevery right to the
title, for what science, useful art, or
branch of education is not fostered and
sncouraged here? Not one., But here
is the difference between our civiliza-
tion and that of the world at large,—
while theirs develops crime of every
kind ours suppresses if, as our records
show; henece, instead of patriarchial
marriage ‘‘destroying civilization,” as
our contemporary says, we maintain
that by basing the relation of thesexes—

the very foundation and substratum of

all social life and of society the world
over,—on correct principles,itisdevelop-
ing the highest and the only #rue civi-
lization known on the earth.

There is one other point to which we
must call attention, for we have no
doubt our readers will enjoy the joke as
heartily as we did. Ouar friend of the
Call, in further proofof how seriously
e is aficted with polygomania, says
the practice of the''peculiarinstitution’
‘‘shocks the moral sense of the publie
and scandalizes Christianity itself.”” To
our notion that is the very culminating
point of absurdity! Among the Latter-
day Baints in the Territory of Utlah
prostitution, seduction, adultery and
{ree-loveism are unknown, vyef, in
Christendom, where these and a thou-
sand other crimes #re openly practiced
without exciting aught beyond a pass-
Ing remark, the moral sense of the pub-
lic is shocked and their Christianity is
scandalized at the marriage system of
the “Mormens!’’ ‘‘Thou hypocrite,
first east the beam out of thine own
eye,’’ ete. _ -

More might be said in reviewing this
precious tirade of abuse on the “*Mor-
mon Question” but we degist, trying to
believe that our cotemporary, without
really designing evil,through prejudice,
and ignorance of the Bubject upon
which he made an effort to display his

powers, and while laboring under the
influence of polygomania, was betrayed,
into the committal of aslight indiscre-
tion; and we trust that the violeuce of
the symptoms have by this time
abated.
In conelusion we would suggest, that
in future, when writing on the “*Mor-~
mon Question,’”’ our. zotemporary post
himself with facts and exercise more
charity. That would be the more be-
coming course for a Christian gentle-
man to pursue. He should remember
l:l;at. the panplai harg hh“et. ﬂmt hmil thaf
advantagea enjoye e people o
San Franeisco. J'rl‘hay ,jlr:m'ru been shnt
up, as it were, for many Yyears in
the Rocky Mountains, and their
intercourse with outside ‘‘eivili-
zation” bas been somewhat limited.
But there is yet hope: the facilities
for missionary journeys to Utah are far
reater than they used o be; and if we
ave not already reached the elevated |
plane upon which our friends outside
stand, including prostitution, illegiti-
mate and abandoned children, free-
love, ete., they all, ineluding the editor
of the Call, can come to ours if they
will repent and be baptised for the re-
mission of theirsins by men holding
legal authority to administer that sacred
ordinance. But whether or not the
avail themselves of this blessed privi-
lege, we advise all laboring under the
distressing symptons of the epedemic
disease we have mentioned, not to dis-
tress themselves on our account, but
to. keep ecalm. All is well with the
Saints; and though the great majority
of the ladies of our community are
threatened with ineffaceable disgrace
for mot being married by a hireling
priest or a civil officer; and the gentle-
men, with fines, imprisonment, and the
deprivation of every civilright they feel
perfectly easy and tranquil, knowing
that He whom they serve will preserve
them under all vicissitudes and trials in
the future as He has in the past,
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After gpntemaplating what you bave
been hearing, I want to say, for the conso-
lation of these my sisters before me, I give
you my word for it, if your children were
counted and their number com with
that of the children born.in the healthy
city of Boston, that you'do not lose three
where they lose five; and I think the ratio
would pot vary much' from theee to six. 1
want to say this for the eonsolation of those
sisters who live in Utah and bear children,

As for what has been said here of our

| ehildren and their state of health and geneo-

ral appearance, and how they present
themselves to strangers and to friends, 1
am perfectly willing to compare ours with
any in the world; and if the result is not
favorable to ‘us I would be willing
to part with them; but if the contrary
be the case, let us have theirs,

This revelation about our children came
throngh Anna Dickinson. When she came
here I was not at home. She stayed here
one dag' and one 'night;'I understood she
was ri in% a E&lﬁﬂﬂ part of the night with a
stranger, for benefit ofher health I sap-
pose, These great statements about the
ghildren of Utah, have come through the
great wisdom and experience of Anna
Dickinson. How much does she know
abdut family affairs here? She stayed here
at the Townsend House, I suppose, nearly
twelve hours. Did sister Townsend make
the statements which Anna Dickinson gives
to the world? Anna may say so, but I do
not believait. I will give you one speci-
men of her knowledge with regard to the
ladies of this eity. In one of her state-
ments she says that Brigham Young wilk
look after the youngladies,and on becoming
acquainted with them will find some
of them are his own daoghters. Her
researches in this communify were im-
mense, Buat let me tell you she is hired by
someo lackies to lecture against “Mormon-
ism'' and the “Mormons.” I say goahead,
lecture away until le get into ——; and
then continua your lectures,and afterwards
hire men Lo lecture. They may hire lec-
tarers to say this, that and the other about’
this people; I do not know that it makes
the least ditference to yon and me. It
matters nel to us what the press says, or
what that judge or this officer,or what Con-
ETESS SAYH, e are here in these moun-
tains; the Lord has called and led us here
and sustained us and given us strength.

I know mpre about the rising generation
than most of the people who live in this
city. I travel great deal, andas I go
into a small town and seethe children
strung out a quarter of a mile, I often say:
“Have yom borrowed these children?
Where did you borrow them from?’ Iam

answered: "I guess we own them here.”’ |

I go to the next settlement and see another
qul;l. stretching perhaps half a mile in
ength, ready to recerve us with their ban-
ners and flags and their merry greetings.
I go to another and see them by hundreds
and thousands., Go through this Territory
and what do you see? That which you
connot find elsewhere on the face of the
earth with regard to children; not only in
numbers, but in intalliFenne strength,
power of mind and genera seha‘lastic_ abili-
ity. Suppose some one says it is not
so; does that make any difference to us?
No; not the least, !

I have never feared but one thing in re-
gard to the Latter-day Saints in the perse-
cutions they have received or that arein
prospect: and that is, that we shall come
short of doing our duty. It is only when
we live short of our privileges; when we
neglect to serve our God and todo aswe
should do, and as the Lord our God re-
quires of us that I have any apprehensions
for this people, and I have certainly seen
just about as much with regard to persecu-
tions as any othar man that lives in this
church. Still, I never had but this one
fear: Are the people doing their duty? Are
they neglecting their privileges or are they
living so as to have the Spirit of the Lord
constantly in their hearts? If we are right
beforo the Lord, it is no matter how wae ap-
pear before the wicked. We are juat as
obnoxious now as we ecan be. Why are we
so? Is it because we have drunkenness in
our midst? No. Is it because we have
houses of ill-fame? No. Is it because we
are a gamblin;ﬁ people? No, Do we horse-
race, bet, drink, quarrel and go to law with
one another from Monday morning to
Saturday night? No; nothing of this kind
is claimed against us. Then what is the
matter with the Lat.er-day Saints? Our
enemies ery out “pnjl_yiamy.” It is a false
idea. Very many of them believe in poly-
gamy down yonder East; I won’t even -ex-
cept the leaders of onr country, only they
believe it on the sly, while we have our
wives and acknowledge them. Anything
that is unlawful is swallowed by them.
Ardvthing that is in oppesition to the law
of God goes down with them. Anything
that tramples under foot the ordinances of
God is all right with them.

But we love our God, we honor His laws,
wae obey His precepts and we honor our
father Abraham and perform his works.
We should live to the best of our ability in
accordance with the revelations God has
given to us,

But why need the wisdom of the mation
tronble itself about the “Mormons.” The
whole cry, according t¢ the newspapers, is
about this people. Religiousteachers, serib-
blers, publie speakers and ﬂmrybu&j'jntn
in this murmur against the Latter-day
Sairnts. Let ms keep the law of God and

selves in' these mountains without much
quarreling and contention, and where is
the great fault that can be found with the
Latter-day Saints? We observe the law of
God and it makes us one. Itis the priest-
hood they are opposed to. The wickedness
of the whode world is ﬂ]}JJﬂBEd to the priest-
hood of the Son of God. It was opposed
to Jesus when he was here on the earth in
the flesh. Itappeuars that the whole world
of mankind was ﬂp{?ﬂ&l to the gospel in
the days of Noah. ho believed the say-
ings of Noah? His family., Who else?
Nobody. What was the result? Why,
Noah kept crying to the people for a hun-
dred years that the Lord certainly would
avenge Himself npon the nations unless
they repented. Who believed the gospel in
the da
to ethﬁ and built a city tothe Lord. Who
heﬁia?&s in the gospel now? Just a few.
This gospel is the gospel of order and rule;
it is the law of God brought forth to the
children ot men by which they can save
themselves by hearkening to its counsels,
Who love it? The righteous, Who hate it?
The wicked.

We have been hearing about the Latter-
day Saints preaching. 1 think if our El-
ders were to go without purse or serip and
had nothing to fall back upon, and ecould
not write here for means, but were obliged
te take their wvalise in their hands and
preach the gospel as we used to do, they
would be much moresuccessiul than they
are and would find many more who would
be willing to listen to their testimonies., I
use to travel without iurm or secrip, and
many timesI have walked till my feet were
sore and the blood would run in my shoes
and out of them, and fill my appoint-
ments—go into houses, ask for something
to eat, sing and talk to them, and when
they would commence guestioning,answer
them. Converse with them wuntil they
have given you what you want, bless them,
and, if they wish, pray with them, and then
leave, unless they wish you to stay longer,
Jf yvou have an appointment, and are
obliged to go here and there on vour mis-
sion, go like Saints—humble before the
Lord, full of faith and the power of God,
and you will find the honest in heart, for
the Lord is going to save a great many.,

It is near twenty-five years since we left
the confines of the United States. Go back
therg and you will find hundreds, and per-
haps thousands, who are ready to receive
the gospel. Only carry it to them as they
are prepared to receive it. Buat while we
go and ride in our silver carriages, many
never inquire into our principles; they are
lookjng for something else. The meek and
lowly Jesus sent his disciples without
purse or s¢rip; and when the honest in
heart see onr Elders goin the same manner

that Jesus’ diseiples did, with the doctrine

the laws of our country and preserve our-|

of Enoch? A few, who gathered

that he delivered to His disciples, and
preach without purse or scrip, our Elders
will find Flanty of honest-hearted persons
who will receive their testimony. Buat
when the IZlders go into the great cities,
hire large halls and hire carriages to ride
to their pulpit in, the people say itis a
speculation, and such Elders do not have
much of the spirit ofthe Loord to preach to
the people,

Our Elders whe are in the States will do
us good; there is no question about it, Buat
they will do themselves and the people
good if they will go without purse or serip.
If they travel without purse or scrip, when
they land in the midst of a community, or
wherever they want to preach, and go into
the peoples’ houses and talk with them,
pray with them and sing with them, teach-
ing them the way of life and salvation,
they will find there are plenty who are
willing to receive them. Many ofthe T.at-
ter-day Saints and say, “I am a ‘Mor-
mon’' Elder, will you take me in and give
me shelterand feed me?” “No,” says the
owner of the house, ‘*‘get ont of my house,
I do not want any ‘Mormons’ here.’ It
you goand say, **Lam a servant of God
and wantto tarry over night)’ and sing
and pray, you will find many honest in
heart ready and willing to receive you.

But here is the place to sanctify the ]‘}]co-
ple. They come here asignorantas babes,
they do not know their first lesson. They
believed the sound of the gospel. They
have been baptised for the remission of
sins and have had hands lald upon them
for the gift of the Holy Ghost. But what do
they know aboutthe Kingdom ot God? They
are mere babes; they know nothing, and
they come up here to be instructed and to
be taught how to liveand walk before the
Lord and each other. When they come
here, they need this teaching and we are
here to teach them; and the people are .im-
proving.

Let any of you sister s get oul into the
world, where youn used to live, and what
you used’'to see thers will have guile an-
other aspect to you. It, will appear quite
different toyvour minds and feelings. Learn
how they feel towards Ilis people; learn
what is the state of the world;and then look
back upon the people of God in these moun-
tains, and you will see them lifted up and
perceive thal they are pure im heart in
eomparison with the world, and are striv-
ing with all their might and main to build
up the kingdom of God on the earth. You
who are here do not understand it aod
cannot see it, because all things are proved
by their u?:u sites, Were it not for dark-
ness, you give any discription of
light? Ask the individual who never saw
light, and see if he can give you any des-
sription of [it. He can not do 30 from
actual knowledge.

Those who come here find a pretty good
people but in their estimation we should
be just as holy as angels. We are pretty
good, and we are trying to be better; trying
to devote ourselves more and more to the
building up of thé kingdom of our God;
trying to overcome our passions, subduoe
our tempers within us; trying to sanctify
ourselves, our children, our friends and
families, and seeking to become saints in
deed, The people are pretty good, and if
they were gathered together so that we
could see the difference between those who
have been here for years and those who
have just come, you would understand the
comparison Brother Kimball used to make
of the clay that is thrown into the mill and
has been grinding for years and prepared
to make vessels of honor of; but in comes
a batech of new clay, and you must grind
again; and when it is taken out of the mill
it is cut to pieces to see if fhere is anything
init;that should not be, The impurities
that are in the clay may destroy the vessel.
You will therefore gather all out that
should not be in it and throw it away. So
it is with the Saints, Some keep leaving
and this renders the clay purer and purer.

We talk a good deal about buildimgup
the kingdom of God upon the earth, ac-
cording to the knowledge and understand-
ing we baye in regard to the kingdom of
God; it requires several things f{o consti-
tute a kingdom. If there is a kingdom,
there needs a king, ruler or dictator; some
oné to govern and controk the kingdom.
What else does it signify? It says, in lan-
guage that cannot be misunderstood, you
must bave subjects; if there is a kingdom
there must be a king and subjects; and
there must be territory for the subjects to
live upoh, Well, now, if we are in a king-
dom, do yen think we are in a kingdom
without law? No; the strictest law ever
given to mankind is the law of God, If”
we transgressthe law of God, we -cannot be
sent to the penitentiary, tostay a few years
in there; it is before the Lord, and He will
judge according to our works, and judge
righteous judgement. We cannot pay a
fine of one dollar, five or five hundred and
then be forgiven; il persons neglect to obey
the taw of God and to walk humbly before
Him, darkness will come into their minds
and they will be left to believe that which
is false and erroneous; their minds will be-
come dim, their eyes will be beclouded
and they will be unable fo seo things as
they are. Why? Because they know not
the laws of God. There are a thousand
ways by which persons can lose the spirit
of God. They neglect their duties, fall
away into temptation and are overcome by
Satan, the wicked one,

Among the sayings of Jesus there is a

rable abort a man who went out to sow.

ie bad good seed to sow in the field, Some
of it, however, fell upon stony ground and




