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IT affords me pleasure to have the
opportunity of being with the saints
of this place todayto day I1 came herefiere to
attend to your primary meeting of
the juveniles and as I1 was here I1
thought I1 would stay over sunday
and talk to the fathers and mothers
a little and I1 would state as is
generally understood by you all that
we do not have our discourses ar-
ranged for usmr or marked out par-
ticularlyticularly our ideas are to present
ourselves before the people and to
seek for the influence of the spirit
of the lord that such things may
be communicated as may be advan-
tageous and interesting to those who
hear and therefore when we
meet together in an assembly like
thisbethis we ought all of us both speaker
and hearerbearer to feel that we are in
the handsbands of our heavenly father
and to seek for the aid of his holyhoby
spirit that the speaker may speak
correctly and understandingly and
in a manner that shallshail be calculated
to promote the welfare of thetiie peo-
ple

eo
and that the people themselves

may also be prepared toto receive such
thinthinsthingss as may be communicated

we occupy a peculiar position on
the earth at the present time per-
haps a little different from that of
any other people that havellave existed
on the earthcarth our thoughts our ideas
our principles our organization our
doedoctrinestrines our ordinances and every-
thing connectconnectededwithwith our religious
matters are difdlfdifferent from those of
other people and it is our opinion
and not only gurvurour opinion but a cer-
tainty in fact it amounts to know-
ledge among a great many of the
latter day saints that the influences
and principles that we have received
have been communicated to us by
the almighty we were not the
originators of the principles we be-
lieve in neither was joseph nor
hyrum smith nor prest brigham
young nor the twelve neither was
any individual nor any people asso-
ciated with the priesthood or the or-
ganization of the church at the
present time we believe that these
things have been communicated to
us by the lord that they are in
strict harmony wiwl ii principles that
have existed heretofore to a certain
extent with this difference hohoweverweyer
that in the various dispensations
that have existed upon the earth
since its formation each one has
had its peculiar role to fulfillfulfil with
certain duties devolving upon those
operating to attend to we are living
anin the dispensation which is em-
phatically called the dispensation of
the fulness of times which we are in-
formed from the scriptures has been

spoken of byity all the holy prophetsprophets
since the world was and thistilis eingbeing
the case the dispensation in which
we live embraces necessarily all that
was contained in any and all of the
other dispensations that have ex-
isted in all the ages preceding ours
and that consequently whatever or-
ganizations manifestations revela-
tions or communications that have
ever come from god to the human
family in their times and dispensa
eions we may consistently expect
to be embodied in this one and
therefore in some respects as I1 stated
before the dispensation or time in
which we live dimmersdiners in many par-
ticularsticulars from those in which god has
communicated to man

we have for instance what is
called the patriarchal dispensation
which existed before and after the
flood and those patriarchs and
men of godclod that lived in those re-
mote ages had communications with
the almightyAlmAty and they also had the
gospel and they not only received
revelations pertaining to their own
day and age but also inin regard to
the future and hence we are told
that adam three years before his
death ghgathered together a great
many of his people and the promi-
nent authorities of the holy priest-
hood and he blessed them and be-
ing filled with the holy ghost pre-
dicted whatsoever should befall his
posterity unto the latest dispensa-
tion including all the leading events
that should transpire in the different
ages of time even until the winding
up scene associated with this our
earth embracing those things that
have been and are to be brought
forth in this the present dispensation
and in fact tilisthis dispensation we
faretre told I1haslas been ffspoken of by all
the holy prophets sinfosinco ihopho word

was and therefore it must of
necessity have beenboen associated with
the teachings of adam of sethbeth of
enoch of methuselah and of noah
abraham moses anaand many other
prominent characters that held com-
municationmunicationcatlon withHh and who
had revealed unto them his purposes
and desdeslisdesignslisils in the days in which
they livedlivid many people listened
to the principles of truth in their
day enoch was a remarkable man
and had a special mission to the peo-
ple in his day and he was full of the
spirit of prophecy and revelation he
also had a church organization as
we have to a certain extent and he
preached to the people and fore-
warned them of certain events that
should transpire upon the earth
and the wicked were angry with
them as they are sometimes with
us they did not like their teachings
and operations and they conspired
against them and great numbers of
their enemies assembled for the
pose of destroying them and
enochoch was clothed upon by the
powerver and spirit and revelation of
godL and whilst under the insinspira-
tion

iralra
of the almighty he uttered his

propheciescs and his enemies and the
people generally trembled at the
power of his words and the earth
shook and the people fled from his
presence afar off and were not able
to injure him for god was with him
and enoch with the united labors
of the elders of his day gathered
the people totogetheretherother who hearkened
to his words and believed the mes-
sage sent to them in the same man-
ner as you bavehave been gathered to-
gether they built up a city which
was called zion and the people who
inhabited it were under the ininspira-
tion

P1ra
of the lord for a greatrea

number of years receivereceivingng in-
structionst guidance and direction
from him and finally as wicked-
ness grew and inerincreasedeasM and as the
testimony went forth among them
the good the virtuous the honorable
the pure and those who desired to
fear god and work righteousness as-
sembled themselves together con-
stitutingsti the city of zion and the
others became more corrupt and
enoch and his brethren prophesied
unto the people about the calamities
that should overtake them that the
world was to be destroyed by a floodyflood
and there were provisions made for
the continuance of the human fam-
ily and it was made known to me-
thuselahthuselah that his seed should be the
medium through which should be
perpetuated the human family upon
the earth and methuselah was so
very desirous to have this thing ful-
filled that noah his grandson who
was the son of lamech was ordained
by methuselah when he was ten
years old

thetile people we learn grew to be
so corrupt that the imaginations of
the thoughts of their hearts were
only evil and that continually and
wawe are told that it even repented
the lord that he had made man
but the servants of god went forth
preaching the gospel of life and sal-
vation to this wicked people and
warned them 1

of the destruction that
was coming uuponon the earth before
this great calamity took place enoch
and his city were translated

the power of translation was a
principle that existed in the church
in that dispensation there is some-
thing very peculiar in these things
some people who are not in the

me whereI1 got my
evidence fromfroin to the latter day
saints I1 would say we get it by
revelation we do not believe that
say some that we cannot help I1
am speaking now to those who do
believebelleve so to those who are believers
in god and who are believers in the
bible the book of mormon the
doctrine and covenants and who
believe in the revelations which the
lord has given and in those he con-
tinues to communicate it is to
those people I1 am speaking todayto day
on these points

the bible does not give us a very
extensive history of these matters
in fact it is very very brief ref-
erring to that greatirrean man enoch it
tells us that lie was not for god took
him and that is all this is a very
short history for so important a sub-
ject

after that the flood came which
was a terrible calamity to overtake
the inhabitants of the earth and
they were swept away acaccordingcoWing to
the prophecy gutcutput off from theeartathe earth
deprived of life and existence and
shut tipup inifil prison

after some thousands of years je-
sus came associated with another
dispensationaspen tion anand when hee ap-
pearedred on the earth and bahad got
ththroughugh with his minisministry anand hadbad
susufferedor in the flesh anand was quick-
ened by the spirit he went and
preached toQ thefhe 11 prison wha

were as slatted sometime disobe-
dient in the ays ofor noah and
hence thouthousandssandi of people that had
suffered the wrath of god for so longiongC
a time hadbad the opportunity of listen-
ing to the principlesplespies of the gospel in
another dispensation that jesus came
to proclaim and when he had got
through with his mission on the
earth to those who lived he went
then to preach to those who had
been dead and I1 might properly say
were damned for so many years
and what was the especial mission
he had to proclaim he came to
preach the gospel to the poor to
open the eyes of the blind to set at
liberty those thati

were boundhound and
to preach the aacceptable year of the
lord and the day of vengeance of
our god that was part of his mis-
sion the whole of his mission how-
ever has not yet been fulfilled but
he came to liberatorliberate thethe prisoners
which he did in the spirit when he
got through0 with his mission on the
earth

on the back of that noah steps
forward in a prominent position and
he had his work to perform which
hebe did perform and began to raise
up another seed and they livedjived also
in what may bobe termed a patriarchal
dispensation and among them
were many of his leading posterity
there was for instance
who was called the ringking of salem
and the prince of peace of whom
paul makes some curious remarks
among which was that christ was a
priest forever after the order of

if he was then of course
was a priest after the

order of christ and as christ in-
troducedtrod the gospel so
had the gospel and had and held
and administered in the same priest-
hood that jesus did and we read
too according to some mens ideas
a very singular thing concerning
him that he was without father
and mother and without beginning
of days or end of years and arideth
a priest continually he must be
indeed a very singular man to be
without father and without mother
and without descent and yet that
he should be a priest forever well
howlhow issitit you generally understand
it but I1 will inform those who do
not that the apostle paul referred
to the priesthood that Melch isedee
neldheld and that they had what was
termed the or lievi
priesthoodgriestpriesthoodhood in theirthen day that is the
dayay in which paul lived and that a
man to be a priest had to be a literal
descendant of aaron and of the
tribe of levi and he had to be able
to prove his lineage tracing his de-
scent back to the time when thistills
priesthood was given by moses in the
wawilderness but the
priesthood was difdlfdifferent from that
it had nothing to do particularly with
either father or mother it being
without descent and therefore peo-
ple holding it were not altgether de-
pendent upon their father or mother
or descent for this authority but that
priesthood is an everlasting priest-
hood administering in time and in
eternity and this is what paul re-
ferred to by way of contradistinction
to the aaronie priesthood which then
exiexlexisted

associated with this priesthood
there were certain powers and priv-
ileges

riv
these abraham possesspossessederandeNandand

enjoyed some people think that he
was a kind of a shepherd with very
few more ideas than a mushroom
that he lived in- the dark ages andana
did not comprehend much that he
was not intelligent and hadhad a species
of what we term nowadaysnow a days old

but it we examine into
his character and the position liehe
occupied and if we understand
something about the principles liehe
promulgated we shall find that he
was another character entirely in
givingg his history he tells us that
he soughtought for the blessings of the

father andkend the right whereunto lie
should be ordained to administer tilethe
same he further says having
been myself a follower of righteous-
ness desiring also to be one who
possessed great knowledge and to be
a great follower of righteousnessand
to possess a greater knowledge and
to be a father of many nations a
prince of peace and desiring to re-
ceive instructions and to keep the
commandments of god I1 became a
rightful heir a high priestest holding
the right belonging to the fathers it
was conferred upon me from the
fathers it came down from the
fathers from the begbeginningmuing of time
yea even from the beginning or
before the foundations of the earth
to tile present time even the right
of the farst bomonbobonbom on the first man
who was adam or first father
through the fathers unto me
times and seasons vol 11iii p
illshia father however was an idolateralator
hutblit lad1194iad probA hlfbIF dogspogaessedeased 4 tarecord

of his genealogy for abraham in
his record continues 1I shall en-
deavor hehereafter to delineate the
chronology runningr back from my-
self to the beginning of the creation
for the records have come into my
hanhandsd which I1 hold until the pre-
sent time and having found out
that he hadbad a right to the priesthood
he therefore sought an ordination
and he was ordained by
to the Melchisedee priesthood and
the lord gave unto him
illges and powers that were very
great not oilyonly did liehe have an or-
dinationdi in the way I1 refer to but
he sought more information from
the lord and the lord communi-
cated with him and gave him a
arim and by which he
was enabled to interpret to read and
comprehend the mind and will and
the lawsjaws and purposes of god and
furthermore I1 would state that he
went still further he asked god
for certain blessings and privileges
and powers which belonged to him
and which he considered were with-
in his reach and which were his
privilege to obtain and the lord
revealed himself to him and com-
municatedmunica ted unto him certain etereternalrialilal
principlesprinciples that no man can compre-
hendend unless god does reveal them
and many other things the motion
of the planets and thet e planetary
system of the earth on which we
live and the sun and the moon and
the stars and the various bodies that
compose our solar system and then
of other sunssuris and other heavenly
bodies and the laws 90verninggoverning thethemin
abraham wrote those things and
was well versed in thosethae great prin-
ciples and some men affirm todayto day
that he was the founder ofor certain
abstruse principles which theytiley allege
are discovered in what is called
the great pyramid of Eegyptgyp t prin-
ciples

n
that not only pertain to the

planetary ssystemystem but to events yet
to transpire on the earth I1 am not
going to say anything about the
truth or the untruth of those latter
statements as I1 have not investi-
gated them sufficiently to compre-
hend them but I1 merely give the
opinion ofa great many men respect-
ing him and the intelligence he pos-
sessed but suffice it to say that the
lord himself instructed abraham
in things pertaining to this and
other worlds and that he in his day
possessed more lightli
on the principlesI1 s alluded to than all
the combinecombined wisdom of the ivorid
of todayto day

rownew thistills was the kind of a man
that abraham was and his heart
and feelings and affections were
drawn out after god and god
blessed him and said unto him
that in blessing I1 will bless thee

and in multiplying I1 will multiply
thee and thy seed shall be as the
stars of heaven ac and further
the lord told him and in thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed because thou hast obeyed
my word and hence he occupied
a very important position and as
I1 before said being a patriarch he
had the gospel and the priesthood
belonging to it namely the

priesthood
I1 do not propose toiotodaytodayday to show

howbow thesetheae things have all been liter-
ally fulfilled that are here spoken of
that I1 will leave for you to hunt lipup
for yourselves but the promises
made to that man of god have been
literally fulfilled even to the present
day to the coming forth of this work
with which we are associated

now that wasawas a peculiar dispen-
sation it was under the dispensation
that was introduced say by noah or
the one that he was I1 was going to
say founder of he was not the
founder of it but he was tiie one
preserved by the almighty from the
wreck of the world in which liehe hadllad
lived for upwards of years to
introduce it and abraham was
one of the prominent actors in oper
atingand nyingcarryingca out the purposes of
god in that dispensation and there
were a great many others too that
were in possession of the same kind
of intelligence but he was one of
the most prominent therefore I1
have defered more particularly to
him

thenythen there was another
dispensation followed called the
mosaic dispensation moses was
made use of as an instrument to de-
liver thetile children of israel from
egyptian bondage it hadllad been
predicted that the descendants of
israel should go into bondage and
be confined there for years and
ththatat ththeyey shshouldouid be delivered by tbthee
power of god and moses was the
man chosenchoen of the lord to perform
that work and he was indebted to
the lord for the instruction and in-
telligencetelli gence lie received we read in
the bible that on a1 certain occasion

faw 4a burning baslisbush andpad the

bush we learn was not consumed
antland on going toward it he heard the
voice of the lord speaking unto
him telling him to take lilshis shoes
from off his feet for the place
whereon he stood was holy ground
he did as he was commanded the
lord then told him that he had a
work for him to perform which wasvas
that he should go down to egypt
where helie had beenn rc roerOtfroin
his youth and where he had been
taught according to the learning of
the egyptians to deliver his people
israel out of their bondage you
that are acquainted with your bible
know thetiie history of it the account
is lengthy and I1 shall not attempt to
enter I1intoto it suffice it to say he
succeeded in delivering the children
of israel from egyptian bondbondage
he had the power when illslils people
reached thetho redbed sea to smithaemits the
sea and cause the watersa rs to dividedivida
thereby making a way of Vescapecape
from their pursuers the egyptians
meile led them into the wllwilderns
where thedthey had to depend entirelyentire v
upon the mercies of god forfbi their
sustenance but having been in
bondage fortorsoso long a time it was
difficult for them to comprehend
many things that were eomcomcommunicat-
ed

munica t
to them and we are told they

began to long for the leeks and the
onions we in our day would
think that their taste was not so verybibry
delicate but that was their desire
many of them feeling that they
would rather gogo back to egypt than
to sunnersuffer the trials that
seemed to await them and
the lord manifested himself to
them in many marvelous ways and
moses who was their leader and
who hadbad bbeeneen especially applinappointedtedtod
by the lordlord wentvent up to the mount
and the lord gave unto limhim certaincatain
commandments which he wrote
with his own finger upon tables
of stone which were prepared for
that purpose moses was away from
the people for some time conversing
with and receiving communications
from the almighty anandd when lie
came down be found that the people
whom liehe had jedled out of egypt and
to whom the manifestations of the
lord had been shown hadllad made a
golden calf and were worshippingshippingwor it

about the same as vwee do some-
times and we profess to be alucha much
more enlightened people than they
were and they said 11 rhesethese be thy
gods 0 israel which brought thee
up out of the land of egypt on
seeing this wickedness on the part
of his people behe became angry and
he threw the tables of stone to the
ground and broke them afterwards
other stones were prepared and thetho
same laws written on them and
the lord was desirous that they as a
people should be faithful in the ob-
servanceservaueeuce of his laws that they
should be governed by the princi-
ples of the gospel which moses
taught thenthem that is a singular
idea to some people they think
there was no gospel until jesus
came well we cannot help that
but paul understood it better he
tells us that moseshoses preachedct the
gospel to them in the wilderness
but the word preached did not prof-
it them etc wherefore the lawjaw was
added because of transgression
added to what to the gospel paul
understood this if men in this day
do not and moses did himself get
into the presence of godana he also
led seventy elders who were so in-
structed

n
ted and prepared that they could

go into the presence of god to com-
municatemunicate withwitti himbim but the people
were afraid of gobgoagod and when the
lord appeared to them on mount
sinai when they heard the thunders
and saw the lightning and feltfejt the
mountain quake they said to moses T

do not let the lord speak to us allyany
more lest we his people die but do 3

thou speak to us and he mouthpiece i

they were not prepared to come in 4

to the presence of the lord they M

were not sufficiently pure neither r
did they understand the laws and
principles which god had commini
bated but they murmured and
murmured and that continually
the same as we do we see some
thing of the same spirit we are
found sometimes murmuringagainst
god or at least against some of the
revelations he has given unto us or
against the priesthood and in many
instances without cause and what
had god done for them 11hee brought
them out from the midst of egypt
from a state of servitude and vassa-
lage and delivered them from the
hands of their oppressors and when
the egyptians pursued them he
opened the waters of tiletilo red sea
and let them pass through in safety
but swallowed ap their enemies who
pursued them then when they
were short of food liehe supplied them
with angels foodlood manna that
TO Wtn harmbarmNT viplip 1144had OPPA tito J


