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gard to my ubility to fill the position
of buok-keeper and manager of the
plantation store. I did not feel
capable of undertaking it. ]
also stated that I had only
a theorctical knowlwige of book-
keeping; and nethaving had oceasion
g0 far to bring it into practice,I could
not tell how much [ then knew. [
turther said that, personally, I would
prefer to be out in the ministry next
term, as [ was just far enough al-
vaneed in the native language to be
enahled to travel aloue, and another
term of six months would make me
more fluent in using it. 1 desired,
however, at least to try, and do what
these in authority thought best for
me. Soon afterwards, when i’resi-
dent J. F. Bmith and Brother Davis
hud returned to Lale, I received a
letter from the president of the mis-
sion calling me to Laie, and at the
general conforence I was regularly
Appointed boolikesper and manager
of thestore. [ found thestorcina
rather diserdered condition and had
quite a task to et the yoods ar-
ranged in something like “depart-
ments.”? [ also roumlf as 1 feared,
that my theoretical Lnuwledge of
bookkeeplny was pot suflicient to
snve me from copsiderable trouble
in understanding some of the more
complicated wansactions; but by the
blessing of the Lord, coupled with
persevernnce, I was coabled fo over-
come all obstacles and fill the
post to the satisfaction of all here.
Although L would have preferred
again to have gone out and labor in
the niinistry, 1 have becn continued
in the same position until now; this |
being my fourth term of six munths
L

Soon after I took charge of the
store I made the remark to some of
the brethren that 1 bad sold a cer-
tain amouut of gouvds that eve. Ona
of them remarked: “That is nothing
to your ervedit, as it only increasey
the iudebtedness of the natives. The
less you can sell them the better.-” 1
have, however, been enabled to
make a decided change.in that re-
gard during the past two yea
and uow nine-tenths of the natives
working for us nre put of debt, and
at the end of cach month, when
1 settle with them, they receive or-
ders on the store for the balances
due to them. W hen the manner of gur
doing business, the number of em-
ployes (fromn 80 to 100), and the im-
punity with which most of the Ha-
walinns disregard their obligations
are taken into consideration, it will
Lu Been that it was no casy task.
Our employes get from 50c. to 75e.
a day. They only weork In fine
weather, and then only five days in
the week. We pay them 50c. or 1
a week cash. ey are, however,
allowed to draw er purchase from
the store,on acepunt, what they need
during the month. I incurred the dis-

lensure of some of the natives at

rat by ehecking them fromn obtain-
ing more than was their due, and
for striving to get them to leave
.some of their wagos to [i)uy oft’ their
old indebtedness; but by praisin
thuse who came out of debtf, an
showing the others how much bet-
ter their conditiou would be if they
were free from that bondage, 1 have
changed their idea in that regard,

and they now have n wholesoine
dread of going in debt. 1f they do
nut have a balance coning to them
at the end of tlie month, they will
ay, “Ua makehewa ka huna, ke
puka ole,?? meaning, it is useless to
work undess they eeme out of delbit.
We have this month 89 empiloyes,
and have issued to them 79 orders
for amwounts due to them when thelir
accounts were balanced. The total
value of the orders issued this month
was $375.85.

During my first year in the siore
the cash receipts amd profits were
more than doubled, although we
sold guods at more reasonable prices.
Our inventory of stock was only
about $800; yet by purcbasing sale-
able goods, and bhaving quick re-
turns, the profits that yearamounted
to mearly $51700. This year it will
not bu much less, notwithstandiig
there has not been so mueb work.
But we have had others to come and
trade with ve who used formerly to
#£0 elsswhere to the stores Lept by
Chipamen, who are the}rrluci]m]
storekeepers outsile of Huonolulu;
npd even there they do a large
share of the buginess. We had one
Chinaman keeping a store here at
Liaie, but he had to sell out by aue-
tion and hus gone back to China. 1
oceasionally bave n  thirty-two-
mlle ride to Honolulu fo pur-
chase poods for the store, and
instead of refusing to sell the
uatives what they newd, we now
keep the store well supplicd. kivery
time I go into Honolulu 1 have
many special orders from the natives
for articles we do not regularly keep
in stoek. The natives now seem to
appreciate my cfforts, und feel proud
o out of debt. Many of them
have not been in this pousition since,
years ago, they enme here to live;
and when I mention fo them my
probable return, they tell me that
they will not consent to it, and that
«L must remain here until they are
all gathered to Utah.?? 1 icel, there-
fore, that the Lord has blessed me

lin my labors; and although I may

not have benefited the natives mue
in a spirituaj capaeity, [ feel that 1
have impruvu] them tempornlly,
and Lettered the linancial condition
of the mission as well.

Although remaining herc at the
plantation, we have ministerial du-
ties. As you are rhaps aware,
from articles sent to the NEws, I am
president of one half of the [sland of
Hawaii, alsoc counselior to the presi-
dent of this the headgquarters of the
mission, bradch clerk, chairman of
rog ramme committee in the Hul

pio Y. M. &Y. L. M. I. A, ond
tencher of a theological elass in the
HablLath school; but what gives me
more &emare than all elsc is my
precejy
months ago.
young Hawalinos in this class. They
call themselves the “Kn Papn class
or Tuoerum Upukumamalueo of
Elihu,” and we mect at 6:30 p. m.
on Mondays. I allow each speaker

fifteen minutes, but so well do they | 4t the same time. !
post themselves on their subjecls| ¢ patives conteraplate et

that most of them can scarcely tull
all that they have to say in that
time.
In speaking, and the knowledge

‘| the voleano.

r class, which [ formedsome | pi]] take the Hrst steamer
I have now lwelve| from here after that, in

The progressthey have made |

THF DESERET WEERKTY.

of the Guspel, have been very sratify-
ing to me, to themselves, an the
oldor members of our community,
and to our President, and the natives
“mahalo pui nae’’ (thank or praist
greatly )me for my Inbons mong thelr
young men. [
As the mill was not runpits
st term 1 was cnabled 10
make o short visit to my conferenct
on Hawaii, and while there I visit
that great phenomenon of nature—
1 felt well repaid foF
my{'ourney. You have, of couis®
reatl attempted descriptions of $he
volcang; [ will not. therufore, “'t‘_ﬂ‘{
you with a similar impossible eftort:
This term I shail not be enabled
visit my eonference, but will have
to rely on the three native missiol:
aries who have been called to I“ml'l'
thete. When they return 1 shal
have to stiaighten out their a¢
counts and prepare the reports. W€
have mow, through a lack of M
sloparies from Utah, to leave :
burden of traveling and pm‘ée}"o
ing with the native lilders, W 'ln
are, as a rule, very successful )
maklng converts on the island 0
Hawali. Last term there weﬂf
ucarly 200 baptisms, and only T
cently a native Elder made ovelms_
baptisnis inone week inonly onet o
trict of Honolulu, He has had many
other converts there during %
term.  We find that the native B
sionarivs, with very few exceptiobs
are lable to err on points ol'doct"i'";l’_
and in their ambitlon to make 00
verts they are sometimes not ;!
ticular when they baptize. T ol
often overstep their instructionsat -
authority. 'They sevm to make cﬂby
verts more by persuasion one o
getting the hest of their in(’“"i'ng
in srgument than by convint'®
the sinner of the crror of his “’“%f
and teaching him the true ]nl;rh
anlvation, o that he might thio! I;Jle
his falth and true repentance t‘os&
into the fold of Christ. The cg‘;“m
quence is, that while the bapt! m
ench terin are many (last &

3 b r-
there were 372), there is a‘llm};ech

ceptible incrense in the U
membenship. The seed w“l&ure-
shailow soil does mot Jong env o o

Quite a number, howevel ident
joined the Church when i'resitr
Geo. Q. Cannon first came here =g
still alive and faithful rm_-mbel'l“mﬂ
the Chureh today. The race 9";’“06
to have greatly degenerated Sl
then, both phyeically and mori
god |t is seemingly only &
a few years before the I
will cease Lo exist as a natiol. I in-
denth-rate is lange and thel
crease very small. pe
1 shall, if the present inteﬂtw;:l h
carried out, get o relense to re -
home at our April Couferenc;’m g
all pro
in Bajt Lako ob

3

ity nrriviu[ir "
24th of April. Brother J.'gesl.e
and family, Brother F. B Nonii

a
nd
family, and Brother M. ;|

family sre expocting to be relefie
nite a DU
grﬂtlng
to Utah when we returh g‘“m'
Istand®

LaA1g, Oahu, Hawalian

they have obtained of the doctrines | Feb, 23, 1888,



