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INDIAN MATTERS IN
SANPETE

correspondence between genoen morrow
and dr bodgebodee

headquarters military diatdist
of utah mount pleasant

september ath 1872

dr geo W dodgedodger special indian
agent salt lake
dear sir allMI the facts I1 have baerbaen

able to collect and they are many
point conclusively to the utes from
the uintah and whitewhito rivereiver agencies
as having been the principal if not the
exclusive agents inn committing the
depredations in sanpete and the adjoin-
ing countleycount lesies thesethebe indians came to
the settlements early last spring and
remained in them until I1 arrived with
troops their conduct towards the
citizens was arrogant domineering
and dictatorial indeed it assumed
finally the air of a concuconqueroreror
towards a subjugated community
they entered private dwellings at
all hours of the day and night
and compelled the women to cook
meals for them at all hours often
proscribingprescribing the dishes they wished
served in addition to this they were
impudent beggars I1 am not sure but
atwouldit would be more proper to say they
were impudent robbers for their de-
mands for food and presents wreware usu-
ally made with weapons in their hands
to compel obedienceobelie nce to theltheirr exactions
after plundering the people in their
homes they entered upon a systematic
course of horse and cattle stealing
which resulted in the loss to the in-
habitants of sanpete alone of more
thimthan headbead of horses and as many
head of cattle to prevent this an
attempt waswag made to guard the herds
more closely this was not to be sub-
mitted to by the indians who killed
two of the herdersgerdersherders and wounded seve-
ral others this stateestate of things hadbad
gone on until one of the highways of
travel between sanpete countcountyyandand the
settlements on utah laklakee hadbad to be
abandoned I1 and people went armed to
their fields and about their villages
patrols were established and when
ColHoucolcoi houghgb of my command arrived
at mount pleasant hebe found almost a
reign of terror among the people who
welcomed hisbis soldiers as deliverers I1
think I1 may say with truthfulness that
there is not another american commu-
nity in the mationmatlon which would have
endured half the outrages these people
endured before rising up as one man to
drive out the savage invaders at the
point of the bayonet on any princi-
ple of self defense they would have
been jujustifiedstifled in doing thisthib

Nowbirsir I1 hayehave given you a plain
statement of facts and I1 desire to in
vite your attention and through you
the attention of the indian depart
ment to10 theahe justice and propriety of
making thisthia people some recompense
forfortheirbelr losses this may be done I1
believe from the appropriation made
by congress for these tribes ItIllis soulyonly
an act of simple justice to the poor peo-
ple who have stiffbufferedsufferedered so severely thatI1itt should be done it is some time since
I1 had occasion to examine the subject
butibubbut J believe there is a law of congress
of 1831 which authorizes cemeempensa
tianadn to be made in cases like the present
anand prescribes the manner in which it
shall be done itif this course Is pur-
sued now it will not only be proper in
itselitselffiasas anah act of justice to the people
but jtit will also teach the indiansindian that
they cannot commit depredationdepredations with
impunity

t I1 am birsir
4 i your obedient servant
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dearbear Sirsiw yourYbur letterietter of date mount

pleasant sept 11 Is before me
and contents carefully considered
bodily ills and official duties have pre-
vented an earlier reply I1 fully concur
with you in allali the statestatementsmentsmenta you have
therein made I1 have for a long time
been satisfied that the indians of the
uintah and white river reservations
were the principals or largely concerned
in the depredations in sanpete and ad-
joining counties this summer I1 feared
buchbubb results in their first appearance
in may last

both myself and the hon seebee of in
gerior who was in salt lake about

r thatthad time deemed it of the greatest im

A

portaparlancencenoe that they should be returned
jato their respective reservations as soonboon
as possible certain charges made to
him against the uintah agent caused
him to order me to visit the camps of
these indians asaa soon as practicable
and ascertain the cause of their leaving
their agencies and to request thernthem to
return I1 held a council with them thethe
ath and oth of june at fairview san
pete county at which they gave the fol-
lowing asaa the reason for leaving their
agencies

ietlet to visit their friends the mor
mons to exchange friendly greetings
and trade with other indians to wor-
ship the great spirit near the restirestingrigtig
place of their fathers and to receive
compensation for the use of their lauds
now occupied by Mor monts and miners

2 the uintah indians urged still
farther that they hadbad no means of sub
si stenceenceeuce ntrit the agency

3 that the agent and his employedemp loyes
treated them harshly even preventing
them from laboring when they asked
the privilege

4 that the agent did not give them
the goods and provisions thatthad goygovgovernern
ment provided for them

65 that the government had not car-
ried out the promises made to them in
the spanish fork treaty
I1 made a minute of all the proceed

ingisings of this council and assured the
indians that their statement of griev-
ances would forwarded to washing-
ton as soon as I1 returned to salt lake
and that I1 would furnish them provis-
ions to enable them to return at once
to their I1 gave my ommoffofficialletai
order to amasaamaba tucker bishop of
fairview I1 to issue to them 4 pounds
of flour and 25002600 pounds of beef the
indians assured me that they hadbad not
finally abandoned the agencies they
only wished the assurance that th-eythey
would be kindly treated and fairly
dealtmald with and they would return
though they desired to visit for a few
months before they returned I1 couldifould
not consent to this but promised to do
all in my power to have their wants sup
plied in the future I1 also issued a quan-
tity of ammunition and a few articles of
clothing having done all that was
immediately necessary for them I1 left
hoping they would return to their
agencies and give the government and
settlements no farther trouble this sea-
son however on my return to baitbalt
lake about the middle of june I1
found they were still in val-
ley and that they did not intend to re-
turn to their agencies until autumn
I1 therefore sentbent an offofficialiclal order to
them through bishop tucker to return
to their agencies at once renewing mynay

I1
assurance that government would do
everything consistent with right to re-
dress their grievances this order was
issued june soth the indians de-
clined to obey

the first day of july a council was
held in my office in salt lake city
composed of gen B BR cowen abstaest
sec int hon john S delano chief
clerk int hon J N turney civil
coar ind affairs geo L woods
governor of utah territory hon J
B mckean chief justice and hon
C M hawley associate justice U S
court utah ticerflieralcerterten col H A
morrow commanding military dis-
trict

I1

of utah and myself at which the
condition of indian affairs in this
territory was fully discussed the re
sultsuit of which was the issuing of in-
structions to me to proceed at onceonca to
the indian camps and make provision
for their immediate return to their
agencies peaceably itif possible other-
wise to call on the military to force
them back the next morning july
21 I1 started again for the scene of trou-
ble and succeeded in holding a
council at nephi on the ath
with tabby and douglas with
severseveralalofof their counselcounsellorscoun lors at which I1
was assisted by judge george bean of
provo every argument that I1 urged
to induce them to return to their agen
cleciecleaciesa was stoutly resisted they stating
in addition to the reasons already as-
signed thatI1 as the spanish fork
treaty was never ratiratifiedfaedaled therefore
the land of utah occupied by them
before the coming of the white man
was theirs and that the white man was
only occupying the same by their per-
mission they also urged that they
had the night previous received a rev-
elation from the great spirit that they
might remain away from their agencies
two months longer when the voice
from the west would appear to ththemem
and give instructions about their ffuturetur
course of course I1 could not admit
these reasons and to conclude the mat-
ter at onceloneeonce gave them ten days to pre-
pare to comply with my request giv-
ing them 1600 pounds of fl two
beeves at the samebame time I1 nisoalso promis

ed to subsist them at the agency until
the agent could stock the same with
hishia winters supplies they agreed to
these terms I1 at once returned to salt
lake city and contracted with mr
chabchrs popper to send forward beef
cattle and pounds of flour all
the cattle were at heber city the point
agreed upon with the indians within
one week from this time also 6
pounds of flour soon after 10
pounds more were in readiness
for distribution oa the
of july I1 visited the in-
dian camp again at fountaingreen that I1 might make every pro-
vision for their return trip thisthib time
I1 was accompanied by capt nugent of
your command agent littlefield of
the white riverbiver agency and judge
bean of provo the the indiansindiana
met irainus in council when they manifest-
ed decided hostility to any arrangement
whatever for returning to their agen-
cies the indiansindiana returned to their
campscampa very angry the we met a
large band of elk mountain utes na

and kapotaKapotaytag who were so inso-
lent that I1 found it necessary to issue
an official order forbidforbiddingdlugding the citizens
furnishing them any supplies whatever
hoping they would thus be compelled to
leave buttolbut no they all interpreted the
presence of a military officer with me
as a declaration of war against themthem
and they determined to resist we
turned back from here feeling that we
had no alternative but to turn them
over to the military at fountaingreen I1 was overtaken by a teletelegramgrani
from bishop seeley of mount pleasant
stating that tabby and douglas had
concluded to start at once for their
agencies this fourth promise they did
not carry out

the mostmoat of these bands became
more and more insubordinate until the
chiefs gave notice that they could no
longer control their people telegrams
to this effect were immediately sent by
the bishop to mayor wells to you and
to myself there was evidently but
one course to pursue which was to
call for the military to protect the citi-
zens and compel the indians to obed-
ience I1 at once took the necessaryneceEsary
steps to hasten the preparations for
this new departure telegraphing to the
hon secretary of the interior to call
on the war department for the neces-
sary order for employing troops also
making a requisition upon gov woods
for the same and communicating my
action in the premises to you at the
same time the results are well known
to you the promptness on the part
of government and your own decisive
and politic course have brought the
indians to accept the terms of the gov-
ernment without bloodshed I1 cancau but
congratulate you sirbir the government
the citizens nudnod myself on the success
of your expedition and negotiations
I1 beg you to accept my grateful ac-
knowledgmentknow for so cheerfully un-
dertakingdertaking and so successfully carrying
out that part of the programme belong-
ing to me I1 should not have imposed
this upon you but for my serious ill-
ness at the timetime I1 most heartily join
you in recommending that a deputa-
tion of the most able of these indianaindians
be allowed to visit washington for the
purpose of laying their grievances be-
fore the president and indian bureau
I1 trust this will be granted and that
the president will lermitpermit persons who
comprehend the conditconditionlodlon of indian
affairs here to accompany themyour reference to the great losses on
thelctactpartparl of the citizens odthe disturb-
ed district is eminently just and I1
shall do everything in my power to
bring such relief to the sufferers as the
law will allow those who have met
with losses should lose no time in lay-
ing before the agent allali the facts in the
case they should not only give theiroweown names clearly the number of
horses or other stock they encheach have
lost the amount and kind of other pro-
perty stolen or destroyed but should
obtain the certificate of two or more
responsible persons of known veracity
who are not party concerned to the
effect ththatat their claims are jjuatnet and
true and that they have sustained such
losses at the hands of certain indiansludiana
giving their individual names and the
names of their or bands as gov-
ernment requires specific and not gen-
eral statements in14 bucusucu cases simple
justice requires that they should receive
eacknack their property in good condition
or its value it is also simple justice
that the government should only be i

required to pay the losses that are clear-
ly proven to come under the laws made
and provided for such cases where
there are annuities due such indiansindiana
as have committed these depredations
sound policy would dictate that the
portion of goods properly due the de

predators should bobe taken to pay
such losses and thus they bobe taught
that they cannot commit such acts
with impunity

no efforts will be spared on my part
to make good our mutual promises to
the indians and citizens though
still needing rest I1 am ready to move I1

as soon as your forces cancau accompany
me to matremarke an effort to recover the
stolen horses and to apprehend and
bring to justice the thieves

I1 have carried this reply to your let
tertor much beyond what I1 desired
however the peculiarity of the cir
cumeum seem to necessitate all I1
have written I1 trust the publication
of your letter with my reply will re-
move from the minds of the people
any impression they may have enter-
tained either of neglect on the one
handbaud or ton great severity on the other
handband on the part of the indian agent
of this district or of any other goverdgovero
ment official who bashas acted a
ant part in thessthese matters the agent
has not been indifferent nor idle but
basbbs worked indefatigably no I1 let me
not say that he haghab worked to weari-
ness andund sickness and worked when
weary and sick as you very well
know if peace and prosperity is the
result will abundantly compen-
sate for all this

I1 remain dear sir very respectfullyyour obedient servant
GEO W DODGE

U S special indian agent

LAIEraie bahuoahu hawaiian islandsaug 19 1872
editor deseret news

oar little circle of foreign friends
was increased the other day by
the arrival of brother west from utah
althoughA we get news regularly from
home by mallmali yet it seems good to meet
with a brother or friend from salt
lake and spend a little time in so-
cial chat and call to mind the circum-
stances that surround the saints and
the plain dealings of god with hibbib peo-
ple brother west feels well and seems
to enjoy his poe well

our prospects here are still brightour native elders work zealously for
the cause of truth and numbers are
being added to the church and if the
lordmord will help us to make saints of
themhem we shall feel rewarded for our
manynany long years of tolltoil among themwe received the other day a iatterlatter
from our native brethren who are on
the navigator islands they speak of
the church there being alive and are
very anxious to hear from their breth-
ren in zion asaa they have heardbeard that
there toia a great deal of trouble there it
is L that a little bad news from
zion will fly to the most remote parts
of the earth while favorable news Isia
seldom repeated a second time there
is as yet no mail carried to those la-
lands

is-
lands and it makes it difficult to cor-
respond with them

I1 also learn of some people on the
society group of islands who claim to
be mormonscormonsMormons and it is said they hold
meetings regularly so it seems that
the good seed sown there in early days
fell on good ground

ouroar plantation is looking niuenino this
season the weather has been very
favorable for crops

As I1 came down last spring I1 brought
a mower with me from san francisco
and have started haymaking on late
it is of coursencourse a new ho kubou and
attracts considerable attention it bids
fair to be a profitable addition to our
works and in this way we give a great-
er variety of laborjabor and our plantation
has the appearance of a yankee farm
and in fact we have deiy few idle per-
sons in our settlement

A short time since our school had a
vacation when fifteen little boys came
to me and wanted to work for usns during
their rest from school I1 employed
them and the little fellows worked over
one month and did remarkably well
we are pleased to see them forming in-
dustrialdudue trialtriai habits so early in life

the foreign brethren spend the most
of their time wilhwith me on the farm
brother kienkirn made a shortabort visit to the
island of hawaii thisthib summer and
brother hawkins was down on the is-
land of kanalraual last winter

we are at work every day and the
health of the people Is good the
smallpoxsmallsmail pox that created bomebomb excite-
ment a few months ago has very
nearly died out

with kind love to yourself and
domilyfamily in the brethren and
sisters join me I1 remain your brother
in the truth

GEO deberrNEberebeer


