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Taking Pretoria That Seemed Simple,

man has, without losing any of his loy-
alty to the queen, been much impressed
by Mr, Kruger, and thus describes him:

“Ploturesque, as the figure of one who
by his character and will made and
held his people; magnificent, as one
who in the face of the blackest fortune
never wavered from his aim or fal-
tered In his effort; who, with a courage
that seemed and ellll seems fatuous,
but which may well be called herole,
gtood up against the might of the
grealest emplre in the world.”

To the bravery of the Boers he also
pays generous tribute, "It must be
remembered,” he says, “to their ever.
lasting credit, that they, as did the
Southerns in the American Civil War,
robbed the cradle and the grave to de.
fend their country,
mere children bore rifles very
as long as themselves; old men,

nearly
who

had surely earned by a life of hardship |

and exposure an immunity from such
calls, jumped on their horses and rode
without hesitation and without pro-

in
Once a hill Is fortified it is almost
such rocky

vislon to fight for their independence,

None dare belittle the spirit  which
moved them to take up arms asgainst
the greatest power In the world, Their

ignorance may have been great, but
not 8o great as to blind them to the fact
that they were undertaking an unequal
contest."

COMIC OPERA PARLIAMENT,

Despite thejr bravery, the Boers are
# remarkably slmple and unsophisticat.
ed people, To read through thelr
parliamentary reports s simply a dl-
version to an American, for subjects
are discussed by the Raad which could
never be discussed in our Congress at
Washington,

On one occaslon a debate took place
upon the clause that members should
appear in the house in broadcloth and

having white nectles, One member
complained of the lack of uniformity
In necktles, Some wore a Tom Thumb

variety and others wore scarfs. This
was a state of things to be deplored,
and he considered that the Raad should
put jts foot down and define the sige
and ghape of necktles!

On another occasion a protracted dis.
cussion took place on the postal report,
The conservatlves were opposed to
erecting mail boxes on the lamp posts
in Pretoria, on the ground that they
were extravagant and effeminate!

One old Dopper sald he could not see
why people wanted to be always writ-
ing letters. He wrote none himsel!.
In the days of his youth he had written
a Jetter, and had not been afrald 1o
travel fifty miles and more on horge.
back and by wagon to post if, and now
people complained If they had to go
one mile!

One day a company applied for per-
mission to erect an aerial train from
the mine to its mill. On this a mem-
ber agked whether an aerial train was
a balloon, or whether it could Hfy
through the air; while another ex-
pressed his objection to & word in the
application, “participeeren™ (partici-
pate), ag not being Dutch, and to him
unintelligible. "I can't believe the word
18 Duteh,” he sald. “"Why have | never
come across it in the Dible If it 187"

SCANT COURTERY FOR DE WET

Very little courtesy was shown be-
fore hostilities broke out to the Brit-
ish resident at Pretoria—then Slr Ja-
cobus de¢ Wet. When the Reformers
were In prison [t was noticed that of-
ficlal representatives of other countries
appeared to have unusual facilitles of-
fered them to vieit the subjects of their
government, whereas in the cuse of the
British agent nothing of the sort ex-
isted,

Frequently he was observed standing
outside the goal In the worst of weather
without shelter, patiently walting un-
til the goaler would deem fit to see him,
In the meantime the official would stroll
through the yard making remarks to
his subordinates, Indicative of the sat-
isfaction he experienced In keeping the
representative of her majesty outside
in the rain and mud, Upon occasions
when he was afforded admission he
was hustled through the yard by a
warden and not allowed to hold private
conversation with any of the prisoners.
On several occasiens he complained

Boys who were
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PRETORIA'S CAPTURE PLANNED

In view of Pretoria's importance now
an account of & former scheme for tak-
ing the town is of interest

An arrangement was made with Dr,
Jameson to maiptain & forge of some
1500 mounted men, fully gquipped, a
number of Maxims, and gome fleld ar-
tillery; that he was in addition to this,
to have with him 600 spare rifies and a
quantity of gpare ammunition, and
that about 5,000 rifleg, three Maxim guns
and 1,000,000 rounds of ammunition was
to be smuggled into Johannesburg. It
was calculated that in the town tself
there would be perhaps 1,000 rifles
privately owned. Thus, In the event of
@ Junction of forces being effected,
Johaunesburg would be able to com-
mand about 9,000 armed men, with a
fafr equipment of machine gung and a
cannon .

Nor was this all, for on the original
plan it was fntended to selge the fort
and magazines at Pretoria, And cir-
cumstances favored the plang of the
Johannesburg men, The surrounding
wall of the fort—a mere barrack—-had
been removed on one side In order to
effect some addiglons; there were only
about 100 men statloned there, and all
except half a4 dozen could be eounted
on as being asleep afteg ¥ p. m, There
never wias a simpler sensational task
in the world than of seizing the Pre-
toria fort--30 men could have done it
But there was more 1o be done than the
mere taking. In the fort there were
known to be some 10,000 rifles, ten or
twelve fleld pleces, and 12,000,000 rounds
of emall-arm ammunition, and it was
designed to sieze the fort and the rail-
way on the night of the outbreak, and
by means of one or two trains to carry
off as much material as possible and
destroy the rest, But this plan “never
happened,”

DEATHDEALING MACHINES,

There have been marked 4mprove-
ment in fleld and naval guns in the
past flve years and there have also been

marked advances made in projectiles,
The shrapnel which the English and
Boers are using in South Africa Is re-
garded as ahead of any shrapnel which
has been used In recent warfare, Only
a few years ago 2,000 yards was deemed
the maximum range at which shrapnel
was effective. In South Africa and at
Omdurman the British shrapnel has
been used effectively at ranges of 2.500
yards. The shrapnel shell is an ordl.
nary-loeking projectile filled with a
number of small balls, The majority

This new gun is portable and can be carried with ease by two men, It is
not operated with a crank but by a trigger. With this new death dealing
machine whole regiments can be mowed down, because its lightness and port-
abllity enables any number of the guns to be taken into action
thinks that the invention of this gun brings us one step nearer the millennium,
for it adds to the impossibility of making war successfully

General Miles
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ONE OF GENERAL BULLER'S HOWITZERS. '

portant is shrapne! considered today
that the amunition supply for many field
batteries In Europe conslst of fifty-five
per cent shrapnel forty-five per

ni
anag

cent shell and canister. The high velo-

cities obtalnable by reason of the In-

troduction of smokeless powder and the
| fitting of recoll mechauism have yieid-
ed greater ranges for shrapnel. While
6,000 yards is recorded for field guns
when using ghell, 1 range of 5,500 yards
ls deemed maximum for shrapnel from
the general !\p of field gun. The shrap.
nel balls depend on that veloelty of the

shell proper remalning just before the |
burst for thelr own velo ‘1\ and this
remaining velocity musgt be ~l.15 fently
great to afford pows ,F‘: danger.
ous wounds uj horges. The least en
ergy essential is plac it 252 fools '
pounds. For the average run of small |
balls employed, say 42 to the pound, an

is obtainalde
of sbout 574

energy of 282 fool
from @ remaining velocity

feel por second. This corresponds to a
muzzie velocity of 1,600 fo nds,
and affords an eflicient shrapne] effect
at 3,500 yards, \

The French, however, {n thelr endea.
vor to Increase shrapnel powers have
added to their artlllery a4 number of
howitzers of 120 milliimeter calibre, d
rignad almost exclusively for rapnel
work. These guns are employed with
the small-callbre fleld-plices. Now that
the French fleid g 1o be res
duced to four guns per battery [t is
surmised that the howlilzers will bo em

pounds

t~5e

5N

artitlery

ployed In Independent rganization

The British have recently despatehed to
Bouth Africa three [ull howlizer bat.
teries, the only organizat| i uf the kind
in the British service. These howilzers

are counted upon to do eflicient work.— |
ldeutenant Godfrey L. Carden In \:vl'l
| Uar's Woakly, :

#lx medals Jn'a row, and three others | %AY® that her majesty desires that th

w decoration should be ‘hlghly prizel

beneath them. Of the medals, following |
| from left to right, the first is the Vic. | 407 eagerly sou ter” In thé
| toria Cross: the second, the Indian mu. | Warrant she sald that as the third
tiny decoration, with three bars, one fop | O288 Onder of the Bath was limited 4
Delhi, one for Lucknow, and one for the | the offi n the 1€F branches o
relief of Taeknow; the thivd Js the Ingia the gervice, and as no way then ex
medal for 1854, with ' three clasps—for | $edAo reward haroes adequately .o
Burmah, Umbeylah and Looshal, mean. | Meritorious actions—for army medal
Ing that this officer distinguished him f the ordinary kind are given oal)
self afresh In each of these; the fourth | 107 100§ service :”;’ exoeptional con
Is the Abyssinian medal; the fifth, the | TUCt—the Victoria Cross was Instituted
Afghan, and the sixth that of Kadmi. | “Sometimes it has happened that sev
Kandahar, In recognition of his remark- | men have done a deed deserving
able march and victorious battle with | Of the cross, without any one of then
Ayub Khan, The large decorations be. ! g distinguished himself above hit
neath are orders—two above and o mrades. In that case the several of
below, Those above again from left to meet und select one officer to by
right, are the Order of the Bath and | Tecorated; the non-commissioned offl
the Star of Indla, that below, the Order | C°7 10 be decorated, and the soldiers
arines or seamery .h» r.nh» and ap

of the Indian Emplre, |

I
ynother | POInt two of their number to recelve the

Gen, Sir Redvers Buller s h

Victoria Cross man, His decoration wag | (Tosses

granted to him for gaving three lives "Hegldes the ceremony of presentation
a retreat after a battle with the Zulus the presence of his comrades” he
He was then a captain and brevet leu- “the Victoria Cross man has
tenant colonel, The Zulus were press mentioned In a general order
Ing the Britigh troops hard, when an of.- ar off with the particu.
ficer's horse was killed and ite rider lefy 1ig hersism, and hig name alse
In fearful danger, Buller galloped back n the laondon CGasette, like.
ook the officer up behind him u',l Cal with an & wnt of what he did
ried him to a place of s Return ind the origina! papers are Xept sa
ing, he found a young lleutenant In Jre redly the archives of the war of.

cisely the same fix, and he did the trick rd. That register
over again. When he got back a troog
er's animal had just fallen, exhausted,
and for a third time Buller's horge car
ried a double load, and Buller exposed

SCHLEY'S FLAGSHIP CHICAGO."

. ratie roll in
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] fficers pre.
n page 13.)

The neocssity for an American squadron vews stationed at the Cape, to
look after Americen intercstz in s { ailonal wplicatione
ing &t that disturbed uter. ha under 1, 1 pted the NRavy
proceed 10 South African waters Scidey Wil i i
us his fagship. The above photogr taken Jjust before tbo Chigago

it for the present crulse, shuws the crulser after the Lnptov anenty were

made that practically remodelled her.
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